










Date: May 8, 2014 

To:   Visual Arts Committee 

From:  Susan Pontious, Civic Art Collection and Public Art Program Director 

RE:  Staff Report to Visual Arts Committee regarding proposed gift to the City of bronze bust of 
Lawrence Ferlinghetti  

Dear Honorable Members of the Visual Arts Committee: 

The Arts Commission has been approached by Mr. Frank Wing on behalf of Ms. Dina Angel-Wing, the 
sculptor of a proposed gift to the city:  a bronze bust (20” x 16”x16”) of Lawrence Ferlinghetti, famed 
beat poet and founder of City Lights Book Store and City Lights Press.  The proposed site for the bust is 
the Ferlinghetti Reading Room at the new North Beach Library. The proposed gift has the support of the 
Library and other neighborhood organizations. 

Although the bust is already on display at the North Beach Library, the Wings have not raised the funds 
to compensate Ms. Wing for the sculpture, or to contribute to the required maintenance endowment.  I 
have informed Mr. Wing that the Arts Commission cannot consider accepting a gift until the Ms. Wing is 
ready to give the City clear title to the artwork, and be able to provide a maintenance endowment. 

I am therefore proposing that the Commission approve the temporary display of the sculpture at the 
library for a period of one year.  At the end of the display period, the artist would either 1)remove the 
sculpture, or 2)if  the artist is ready to give the City title to the artwork, and has raised the required 
maintenance endowment, the Commission could be asked to consider gift at that time. 

The motion before the Committee is for the approval of the temporary display of the Ferlinghetti bust 
for a period of one year. I think it would also be prudent to let the prospective donors know of the 
Committee’s disposition regarding the possible acceptance of the Ferlinghetti bust into the City’s Civic 
Art Collection in the future.  
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