
“The City as Museum: Highlighting Works from the Civic Collection.” 

 

The proposal is intended to bring greater public attention to San Francisco’s extensive civic collection. 
The format of the standard museum or gallery card, which provides basic information and a brief 
description of artworks to museum-goers, has been appropriated and displaced into the urban 
environment. The Artist proposes to generate 36 of these texts as a color-coded series of posters, each 
describing a specific, individual artwork in the city’s collection.  

For the most part, all the text used to create each poster will be drawn directly from the City’s own 
database for the collection, which adds a level of institutional reflexivity to the proposal. In some cases 
the Artist will make revisions and edits to enhance the descriptions of each work. The only additional 
piece of information, not typically necessary on conventional museum cards, will be the actual location 
of each work, which will function as an implicit exhortation to viewers to go seek out these artworks.  

One of the Artist’s goals for this project is to generate an idea that would allow the complete set of 
posters to function as a single conceptual artwork. This is also a concept that is consistent with his own 
interests as an artist which has focused heavily on an investigation into the use of textual descriptive 
systems and their relationship to visual information and experience. The Artist has fused this aspect of 
his work with the Art Commission’s goal of heightening public awareness of the civic collection. 
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