
 
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF MEDICAL EXAMINER  

PUBLIC ART SELECTION PANEL – EXTERIOR ARTWORK  
MEETING TWO SUMMARY  

 
MEETING DATE:  
March 3, 2015 
 
VOTING SELECTION PANELISTS: 
Greg Chew, Arts Commissioner  
Jack Dybas, Project Manager, KMD Architects (sharing vote with M. Ryor) 
Amy Ellingson, artist  
Stephanie Hanor, Director, Mills College Art Museum 
Carrie Lederer, Curator of Exhibitions and Programs, Bedford Gallery  
Magdalena Ryor, Project Manager, San Francisco Public Works (sharing vote with J. Dybas) 
Brian Stott, Community Representative 
Christopher Wirowek, Acting Medical Examiner’s Administrator, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner 
 
PROCESS 
The following artist/artist teams presented an overview of their practice and proposals for the Office of 
the Chief Medical Examiner exterior public art opportunity:  
 
Roger Berry 
Richard Deutch  
Living Lenses (Po Shu Wang)  
 
Presentations were followed by discussion and voting.  
 
VOTING CRITERIA  
The panelists were asked to rank each of the artists and artwork proposals 1, 2, or 3 (1=highest rank) 
taking into consideration the following criteria:  

– Aesthetic quality  
– Appropriateness of the proposed artwork for the site and project goals 
– Demonstrated feasibility of the preliminary proposal and the proposal budget 
– Demonstrated maintainability and durability of the artwork’s design, materials, fabrication 

and installation methods    
– Result of reference checks 

 
RESULTS OF VOTING TALLY 
 
Richard Deutch     7 
Living Lenses (Po Shu Wang)   17 
Roger Berry     18 
 
ARTS COMMISSION APPROVAL 
 
Motion: Motion to approve the selected artist Richard Deutsch and his conceptual proposal for an 
exterior artwork at the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner, as recommended by the Office of the Chief 
Medical Examiner Selection Panel. 
 



Motion: Motion to authorize the Director of Cultural Affairs to enter into contract with artist Richard 
Deutsch for an amount not to exceed $210,000 for design, fabrication, transportation and consultation 
during installation of an exterior artwork for the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner 



 
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF MEDICAL EXAMINER  

PUBLIC ART SELECTION PANEL – INTERIOR ARTWORK  
MEETING TWO SUMMARY  

 
MEETING DATE:  
March 4, 2015 
 
VOTING SELECTION PANELISTS: 
Greg Chew, Arts Commissioner  
Jack Dybas, Project Manager, KMD Architects (sharing vote with M. Ryor) 
Amy Ellingson, artist  
Stephanie Hanor, Director, Mills College Art Museum 
Carrie Lederer, Curator of Exhibitions and Programs, Bedford Gallery  
Magdalena Ryor, Project Manager, San Francisco Public Works (sharing vote with J. Dybas) 
Brian Stott, Community Representative 
Christopher Wirowek, Acting Medical Examiner’s Administrator, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner 
 
PROCESS: 
The following artist/artist teams presented an overview of their practice and proposals for the Office of 
the Chief Medical Examiner interior public art opportunity:  
 
Merle Axelrad 
Suzy Barnard 
Stephen Galloway 
Ann Gardner  
 
Presentations were followed by discussion and voting.  
 
VOTING CRITERIA: 
The panelists were asked to rank each of the artists and artwork proposals 1, 2, or 3 (1=highest rank) 
taking into consideration the following criteria:  

– Aesthetic quality  
– Appropriateness of the proposed artwork for the site and project goals 
– Demonstrated feasibility of the preliminary proposal and the proposal budget 
– Demonstrated maintainability and durability of the artwork’s design, materials, fabrication 

and installation methods    
– Result of reference checks 

 
RESULTS OF VOTING TALLY: 
 
Ann Gardner    13 
Merle Axelrad   17 
Suzy Barnard   17 
Stephen Galloway  23 
 
To break the tie between Merle Axelrad and Suzy Barnard, the panel ranked 1 or 2 (1=highest rank)  
 
Merle Axelrad   10 
Suzy Barnard   11 
 



 
 
SUMMARY OF DISCUSSION: 
The client representative on the panel, Mr. Wirowek, expressed great concern about the highest ranked 
proposal by Ann Gardner. He stated that staff felt that while it was a beautiful artwork, it was not 
appropriate as the entry piece to the office. 
 
 
ARTS COMMISSION APPROVAL: 
Motion: Motion to approve the selected artist Ann Gardner and her conceptual proposal for an interior 
artwork at the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner, as recommended by the Office of the Chief 
Medical Examiner Selection Panel. 
 
Motion: Motion to authorize the Director of Cultural Affairs to enter into contract with artist Ann Gardner 
for an amount not to exceed $75,000 for design, fabrication, transportation and consultation during 
installation of an interior artwork for the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner. 
 
OR  
 
Motion: Motion to reject all proposals for an interior artwork at the Office of the Chief Medical 
Examiner. 
 







S U Z Y   B A R N A R D
 
PROPOSAL FOR AN INTEGRATED ARTWORK                                   
AT THE OFFICE OF THE 
CHIEF MEDICAL EXAMINER BUILDING
1 NEWHALL STREET, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA

A large vibrant oil painting depicting a tranquil seascape will be mounted within the niche on the wall of the Visitor’s 
Service Center, facing the entrance to the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner’s building.

Inspired by the views from the artist’s studio on the waterfront near by, this seascape will feature scattered cargo ships 
floating in the far distance and will have an impressionistic, abstract feel. The artist’s main objective will be to use color, 
light and gesture to create an emotionally uplifting and serene atmosphere. By featuring the Bay and all its shimmering 
colors, this artwork would offer visitors to this building a window to something powerful yet positive, a place to travel 
peacefully through blues and greens within the mind’s eye and reinforce a sense of connectedness to our environment.

The painting will be protected by a clear acrylic case.

Close-up samples of paintings to illustrate color palette, paint surface and imagery.

These paintings demonstrate a similar theme and compostion as intended for this artwork proposal. 
Artist will integrate blues and greens more vibrantly in the foreground, becoming more muted and 
hazy as distant shoreline and hills recede. Far away cargo vessels will be visible in the upper third of 
the compostion.

This rendering represents a view of the Visitor’s Service Center as seen from the main entryway. 
The painting is a simulated rendition of the artist’s intended composition and color scheme.
The walls will all be a creamy neutral white, specified by the architect. Floors and doors will be 
neutral gray/earth color. A lighting fixture, to be specified by the architect, will be suspended from 
the ceiling, washing an even light over the entire niche area.

The artwork will be protected by a non-reflective case, made from TruVue 
Optium Museum Acrylic® , which when viewed head-on will be barely visible. 
The case will be attached to the painting by means of a sturdy clear acrylic 
backing, and hung with a cleat system to the wall.
 
The painting itself will be oil on canvas, stretched over wood panel.  The 
edges of the canvas will be visible and unframed, and will be painted to blend 
with the colors of the canvas.

“Far and Wide”,  48”x74”, oil on wood, Suzy Barnard© 2013 “Dancing with Emerald”, 2014, 36”x 68”, oil on wood panel, Suzy Barnard © 2014 
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