
JEAN-MICHEL OTHONIEL – PROPOSAL FOR THE CONSERVATORY OF FLOWERS 

Jean-Michel Othoniel is the first artist to have been commissioned by the French government to create 
an original artwork for the Palace of Versailles since the time of Louis XIV. I had been introduced to his 
work several years ago by former Commissioner Larry Rinder. Jean-Michel Othoniel has proposed the 
temporary installation of his sculpture entitled La Rose des Vents at the Conservatory of Flowers. I have 
helped facilitate the interaction between the artist and staff from the Conservatory and am happy to 
report that the project has been well received by the Recreation and Park Department staff. The project 
will be partially funded by the French government and a letter from the French Cultural Attaché is part 
of your packets. Pending design approval by the Arts Commission, the project will be presented to the 
Operations Committee of the Recreation and Park Department. The dimensions of the sculpture are 
approximately 12.5’ high and it sits upon a 6’ square base which shall be designed by an architect to be 
structurally sound and secure. The image of the base in the drawing is not a final design.  







OTHONIEL@
SAN FRANCISCO 
CONNECTING CITIES  
& DREAMS



Renowned French artist Jean-Michel 
Othoniel has an extensive catalogue  
of public works displayed in cities  
and museums around the world. 

In May 2015, Jean-Michel Othoniel  
will be the first living artist with  
a permanent commission in the  
gardens of the Palace of Versailles  
since Louis XVI. 



During his residency at the Gardner 
Museum in Boston, Othoniel discovered 
an 18th-century book in the public library, 
The Art of Describing Dance by Raoul-
Auger Feuillet. 

The book and its drawings became the 
inspiration for three fountain sculptures,  
Les Belles Danses (The Beautiful Dances),  
for the Versailles commission.



"THERE WAS SOME OBVIOUS 
COINCIDENCE. I HAD THIS FEELING 
THAT I FOUND THE CONNECTION 
BETWEEN MYSELF, MY OWN 
WORLD, AND THE WORLD  
OF VERSAILLES." 





OTHONIEL@836M will showcase not only 
Othoniel's famous bronze models and 
watercolor sketches from the Versailles 
project, but also two new sculptures 
exclusively at 836M—Peony, the Knot  
of Shame (glass) and La Rose des Vents 
(gold aluminum)—that will be  
installed outdoors. 

TRAVELING EXHIBITION 
IN THE US 
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VERSAILLES 
May 2015 
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SAN FRANCISCO 
Sep 26, 2015 -Jan 14, 2016 
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Jean-Michel Othoniel loves 
San Francisco and he would 
like to leave this piece in a 
public space in the city.





Do not hesitate to contact 
agnes@836M.com

mailto:agnes@836M.com
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