
     L I V I N G  I N N O V A T I O N  Z O N E S

 Studio 1

WHAT IS A LIZ?

A Living Innovation Zone (LIZ) is a 

temporary installation that activates 

a public space on Market Street, 

the City’s primary cultural, civic and 

economic spine. The program is 

structured to seed creative cross-

disciplinary collaborations resulting 

in place-based experiences and 

real-world testing spaces for new 

ideas, projects, and technologies. LIZs 

are intended as enhancements to the 

public realm, encouraging people to 

connect with each other and their city. 

LIZ

SFLIZ.COM

Studio 1 is a public art project, mobile work space and 

micro residency center.  The 65 square foot “off the grid” 

solar powered art studio is built on the back of a flat 

bed trailer and can be deployed to locations around 

the Bay Area in support of public art projects, artist 

residencies, and performances.  Studio 1 is built primarily 

of reclaimed and salvage materials, designed and 

constructed by artist David Szlasa. 



MODIFICATIONS FOR MARKET STREET

The Studio itself is a model of sustainable 

construction, applied renewable energy, and an 

alternative solution to reliable workspace for 

artists.  The exterior is clad in reclaimed redwood, 

solar panels, and is built with careful attention to 

details and design.  

To customize Studio 1 to the unique conditions 

of 24/7 deployment at the NEMA location, the 

following retrofits and upgrades will be added to the 

current Studio 1 design.

New rear double doors with custom integrated 

video projection screen.  This upgrade will allow 

for videos to be shown on the exterior doors of 

the Studio in all evening hours, with all electronics 

housed safely inside the structure itself.  

Motion activated undercarriage LED lights and 

sound effects. This interactive aesthetic upgrade 

will also act as vandalism deterrent and lend 

visibility to the structure in off hours.  

Exterior window shudders. For added security and 

vandalism prevention.

POTENTIAL  RESIDENTS
+ Amara Tabor Smith
+ Shinichi Iova Koga / 95 

Rituals
+ Jay Shafer

+ Andrea Bergen 
+ Jonn Herschend  
+ Bill Shannon 
+ Amy Franceschini / 

Futurefarmers

PAST RESIDENTS
+ Keith Hennessy 
+ Dohee Lee 
+ Aaron Landsman 

BACKGROUND

With support of the San Francisco Mayor’s 

Office for Civic Innovation, the San Francisco 

Planning Department LIZ Program and San 

Francisco Arts Commission, artist David 

Szlasa will install a mobile public art project 

and micro residency center “Studio 1” on the 

Market Street sidewalk directly fronting the 

NEMA building at 10th Street, San Francisco. 

While on site, Studio 1 will host a series of 

resident artists, pop up events, and community 

engagement activities.  David Szlasa will direct 

programming for the Studio with curatorial 

support from the SFAC Public Art Manager 

in full transparency and cooperation with the 

NEMA building management.  

ARTISTS IN RESIDENCE

STUIDO 1

DEPLOYMENT + PROGRAMMING

The six week installment would begin on or around June 1, 2015, 
with resident artists will occupy the Studio a minimum of 5 days per 
week.  Resident artists will represent a mix of disciplines including 
drawing and painting, video art, sustainable design, and performance. 

Each artist will devise programming schedules to compliment the 
natural traffic patterns of the location, scheduling open studio 
hours and exhibitions on a regular basis. 



Pause on Market Street LIZ is composed of two exhibits designed and fabricated by the Exploratorium that encourage social interaction and play: a pair 
of giant parabolic “whispering dishes” amplifies and focus a user’s conversation, making it audible to a person sitting in an opposite dish placed roughly 60 
feet away, and “singing bench” that plays music when users complete a circuit by touching it’s armrests. Over 20,000 pedestrians pass by the installation 
everyday, which means the project is seen over 7 million times per year. Anecdotally, we’ve heard that adjacent businesses (like MOMA Store, The Coffee 
Bean and Bluestem Brasserie) have noted a significant shift in the number of visitors to the area, referring to the LIZ as a new “icon” in the neighborhood.

PAUSE ON MARKET STREET

THE FIRST LIZ

FUNDING

The City contributed $15,000 in seed funding for the Studio 

1 LIZ which was leveraged by Artist David Szlasa to raise 

additional funding for the project.

BENEFITS OF FRONTING A LIZ

NEMA has proven a transformational investment at 6th and 
Market, and will bring much needed life and vibrancy to the 
neighborhood. The LIZ installation is intended to build on this 
activation and extend it further into the sidewalk. 

Based on our experience with the first LIZ at Yerba Buena 
Lane, we anticipate the impact of the LIZ to prove beneficial to 

NEMA, your residents and surrounding neighborhood. 

David Szlasa DESIGNER   
Direct programming for the Studio with curatorial support 
from the SFAC Public Art Manager in full transparency and 
cooperation with the NEMA building management. 

Civic Center CBD  
COMMUNITY LEAD

Holds the LIZ permit and helps with daily maintenance of the 
installation.

The City’s LIZ Team  CITY AGENCIES

Co-led by the Mayor’s Office of Civic Innovation, the Planning 
Department, San Francisco Public Works and The San 
Francisco Arts Commission (SFAC).
 
As the Property Owner fronting the seating installation, NEMA 
would be a key project stakeholder. While the Project Lead and 
CBD are responsible for the daily upkeep, we ask that you help 
keep an eye on the space and ensure everyone feels welcome.

THE PROJECT TEAM

Each LIZ is a collaboration between the City, participating creative and cultural organizations and the 

communities in which the LIZ is sited. 
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