
 
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF MEDICAL EXAMINER  

PUBLIC ART SELECTION PANEL – INTERIOR ARTWORK  
MEETING THREE SUMMARY  

 
MEETING DATE:  
March 25, 2015 
 
VOTING SELECTION PANELISTS: 
Greg Chew, Arts Commissioner  
Jack Dybas, Project Manager, KMD Architects (sharing vote with M. Ryor) 
Amy Ellingson, artist  
Stephanie Hanor, Director, Mills College Art Museum 
Carrie Lederer, Curator of Exhibitions and Programs, Bedford Gallery  
Magdalena Ryor, Project Manager, San Francisco Public Works (sharing vote with J. Dybas) 
Brian Stott, Community Representative 
Christopher Wirowek, Acting Medical Examiner’s Administrator, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner 
 
PROCESS: 
The Panel reviewed the artwork proposals by the following artists for the Office of the Chief Medical 
Examiner interior public art opportunity:  
 
Merle Axelrad 
Suzy Barnard 
Stephen Galloway 
Ann Gardner  
 
VOTING CRITERIA: 
The panelists were asked to rank each of the artists and artwork proposals 1, 2, or 3 (1=highest rank) 
taking into consideration the following criteria:  

– Aesthetic quality  
– Appropriateness of the proposed artwork for the site and project goals 
– Demonstrated feasibility of the preliminary proposal and the proposal budget 
– Demonstrated maintainability and durability of the artwork’s design, materials, fabrication 

and installation methods    
– Result of reference checks 

 
RESULTS OF VOTING TALLY: 
 
Merle Axelrad   14 
Suzy Barnard   15 
Stephen Galloway  19 
Ann Gardner    22 
 
ARTS COMMISSION APPROVAL: 
 
Motion: Motion to approve the selected artist Merle Axelrad and her conceptual proposal for an interior 
artwork at the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner, as recommended by the Office of the Chief 
Medical Examiner Selection Panel. 
 



Motion: Motion to authorize the Director of Cultural Affairs to enter into contract with artist Merele 
Axelrad for an amount not to exceed $75,000 for design, fabrication, transportation and consultation 
during installation of an interior artwork for the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner. 
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