
 
BOARD OF APPEALS, CITY & COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO 

 
Appeal of           Appeal No. 21-099 
LAN LE, ) 
                                                                     Appellant(s) )  
 ) 
vs. )    
 ) 
DEPARTMENT OF BUILDING INSPECTION,  ) 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT APPROVAL Respondent  
 
 

NOTICE OF APPEAL 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT on October 29, 2021, the above named appellant(s) filed an appeal with the Board 
of Appeals of the City and County of San Francisco from the decision or order of the above named department(s), 
commission, or officer.  
 
The substance or effect of the decision or order appealed from is the ISSUANCE on October 22, 2021 to Pat Dianda, of 
an Alteration Permit (Replace in kind bottom set of stairs due to dry rot.) at 792 Hayes Street. 
 
APPLICATION NO. 2021/09/08/7960 
 
FOR HEARING ON December 8, 2021 
 
Address of Appellant(s):                  Address of Other Parties:  

 
Lan Le, Appellant(s) 
1859 Powell Street, #157 
San Francisco, CA 94133 
 

 
Pat Dianda, Permit Holder(s) 
c/o Abraham Zavala, Agent for Permit Holder(s) 
400 Oyster Point Boulevard, Suite 438 
South San Francisco, CA 94080 
 
 
 

 
 



      Date Filed: October 29, 2021 
 
CITY & COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO  
BOARD OF APPEALS 
 

PRELIMINARY STATEMENT FOR APPEAL NO. 21-099    
 
I / We, Lan Le, hereby appeal the following departmental action: ISSUANCE of Alteration Permit No. 
2021/09/08/7960  by the Department of Building Inspection which was issued or became effective on: October 
22, 2021, to: Pat Dianda, for the property located at: 792 Hayes Street.  
 

BRIEFING SCHEDULE:  
 
The Appellant may, but is not required to, submit a one page (double-spaced) supplementary statement with this Preliminary 
Statement of Appeal. No exhibits or other submissions are allowed at this time. 
 
Appellant's Brief is due on or before:  4:30 p.m. on November 18, 2021, (no later than three Thursdays prior to the hearing 
date). The brief may be up to 12 pages in length with unlimited exhibits.  It shall be double-spaced with a minimum 12-point 
font.  An electronic copy should be emailed to: boardofappeals@sfgov.org, julie.rosenberg@sfgov.org 
scott.sanchez@sfgov.org and  azdesign@azdesignandengineering.com. 
 
Respondent's and Other Parties' Briefs are due on or before: 4:30 p.m. on December 2, 2021, (no later than one Thursday 
prior to hearing date).  The brief may be up to 12 pages in length with unlimited exhibits.  It shall be doubled-spaced with a 
minimum 12-point font.  An electronic copy should be emailed to: boardofappeals@sfgov.org, julie.rosenberg@sfgov.org 
scott.sanchez@sfgov.org and  lanple@yahoo.com . 
 
The Board’s physical office is closed to the public and hard copies of the brief do NOT need to be submitted. 
 
Only photographs and drawings may be submitted by the parties at the hearing. 
 
Hearing Date: Wednesday, December 8, 2021, 5:00 p.m., via Zoom.  Information for access to the hearing will be provided 
before the hearing date. 
 
All parties to this appeal must adhere to the briefing schedule above, however if the hearing date is changed, the briefing 
schedule MAY also be changed. Written notice will be provided of any change to the briefing schedule.  
 
In order to have their documents sent to the Board members prior to hearing, members of the public should email all 
documents of support/opposition no later than one Thursday prior to hearing date by 4:30 p.m. to boardofappeals@sfgov.org.  
Please note that names and contact information included in submittals from members of the public will become part of the public 
record. Submittals from members of the public may be made anonymously.  
 
Please note that in addition to the parties' briefs, any materials that the Board receives relevant to this appeal, including letters 
of support/opposition from members of the public, are distributed to Board members prior to hearing. All such materials are 
available for inspection on the Board’s website at www.sfgov.org/boaYou may also request a copy of the packet of materials that 
are provided to Board members at a cost of 10 cents per page, per S.F. Admin. Code Ch. 67.28.  
 
 
 
The reasons for this appeal are as follows:  
 
See attachment to the preliminary Statement of Appeal. 
 

Appellant: 
 

Signature: Via Email 
 

Print Name: Lan Le, appellant 
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Permit Details Report

Report Date: 10/26/2021 4:37:26 PM
   
Application Number: 202109087960
Form Number: 8
Address(es): 0805 / 018 / 0 792 HAYES ST
Description: Replace in kind bottom set of stairs due to dry rot.
Cost: $7,500.00
Occupancy Code: R-3
Building Use: 27 - 1 FAMILY DWELLING

Disposition / Stage:

Action Date Stage Comments
9/8/2021 TRIAGE  
9/8/2021 FILING  
9/8/2021 FILED  
10/22/2021 APPROVED  
10/22/2021 ISSUED  

Contact Details:
Contractor Details:

License Number: OWN
Name: OWNER OWNER
Company Name: OWNER
Address: OWNER * OWNER CA 00000-0000
Phone:

Addenda Details:
Description:

Step Station Arrive Start In
Hold

Out
Hold Finish Checked By Hold Description

1 BID-
INSP 9/8/21 9/8/21 9/8/21 GREENE MATT  

2 CP-ZOC 9/8/21 9/8/21 9/8/21 WU ELTON

9-8-2021: Approved: Project includes
replacing stairs in-kind located at the rear of
the property. Scope includes less than 50% of
repair

3 INTAKE 9/8/21 9/8/21 9/8/21 LEE ERIC  

4 PAD-
STR 9/9/21 9/9/21 9/9/21 CHAN JANEY 9/9/21: OTC Approved.

5 CPB 10/22/21 10/22/21 10/22/21 SHAWL
HAREGGEWAIN  

This permit has been issued. For information pertaining to this permit, please call 628-652-3450.


 

Appointments:

Appointment Date Appointment AM/PM Appointment Code Appointment Type Description Time Slots

Inspections:

Activity Date Inspector Inspection Description Inspection Status

Special Inspections:

Addenda No. Completed Date Inspected By Inspection Code Description Remarks

For information, or to schedule an inspection, call 628-652-3400 between 8:30 am and 3:00 pm.

Station Code Descriptions and Phone Numbers

Online Permit and Complaint Tracking
home page.

Technical Support for Online Services
If you need help or have a question about this service, please visit our FAQ area.

http://www.sfgov.org/
http://www6.sfgov.org/index.aspx?page=2
http://www6.sfgov.org/index.aspx?page=3
http://www6.sfgov.org/index.aspx?page=4
http://www6.sfgov.org/index.aspx?page=5
http://www6.sfgov.org/index.aspx?page=6
http://www6.sfgov.org/index.aspx?page=44
http://www.sfgov.org/
https://dbiweb.sfgov.org/dbipts/
http://dbiweb.sfgov.org/DBI_FAQ/DBI_FAQs.html
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Contact SFGov Accessibility Policies
City and County of San Francisco © 2021

http://www6.sfgov.org/index.aspx?page=44
http://www6.sfgov.org/index.aspx?page=73
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         BRIEF SUBMITTED BY THE APPELLANT(S) 















APPLICATION FOR BUILDING PERMIT 
ADDITIONS, ALTERATIONS OR REPAIRS 

CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO 

DEPARTMENT OF BUILDING INSPECTION 

APPLICATION IS HEREBY MADE TO THE DEPARTMENT OF 

FORM 3 □ OTHER AGENCIES REVIEW REQUIRED 

FORM 8 □ OVER-THE-COUNTER ISSUANCE 

___ NUMBER OF PLAN SETS 

BUILDING INSPECTION OF SAN FRANCISCO FOR 

PERMISSION TO BUILD IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PLANS 

AND SPECIFICATIONS SUBMITTED HEREWITH AND l> 0 
"'ti CJ) 
"'ti ::c 
::XJ l> 
0 l> 
;; "'ti 

ACCORDING TO THE DESCRIPTION AND FOR THE PURPOSE 

HEREINAFTER SET FORTH. 

T DO NOT WRITE ABOVE THIS LINE T r-"'tl 
:z ::XJ 
c:: 0 

DATEALED 

1/0£> /21 
PERMIT NO. 

(4A) lYPE OF CONSlR. 

RUNG FEE RECEIPT NO. (1) S1REET ADDRESS OF JOB 

ISSUED (2A) ESTIMATED COST OF JOB 

� f. fltJ.

INFORMATION TO BE FU 

(7A PRESENT USE: 

BLOCK&LOT s: ;; 
CCI r­

m ::x,
::x,m 

-C2 
C 

D 

1/B 
(5A) NO. OF 
STORIES OF 3 OCCUPANCY: 

(6A) NO. OF 
BASEMENTS 
AND CELLARS: �nr.vl- I (/,J/T 

DESCRIPTION OF BUILDING AFTER PROPOSED ALTERATION 
(4) TYPE OF CONSTR. (5) NO. OF 

STORIES OF :\. 
OCCUPANCY: � 

(6) NO. OF POSED USE (LEGAL USE) 

� M.- / 4,-J I r) 
(10) IS AUTO RUNWAY 
TO BE CONSTRUCTED 
OR ALTERED? 

BASEMENTS � 
AND CELLARS: L.7 

(11) WILL STREET SPACE 
BE USED DURING 
CONSTRUCTION? NO 

(12) ELECTRICAL 
WORK TO BE 
PERFORMED? 

(13) PLUMBING 
WORK TO BE 

NO PERFORMED? 
YES □
NO 

(14) GENERAL CONTRACTOR ADDRESS ZIP PHONE CALIF. LIC. NO. EXPIRATION DATE 

(15) OWNER - LESSEE (CROSS OUT ONE) ADDRESS BTRC# PHONE (FOR CONTACT BY DEPT.) 

� .1)/�0A- ;,--'} 2 
(16) WRITE IN DESCRIPTION OF ALL WORK TO BE PERFORMED UNDER T S APPLICATION (REFERENCE TO PLANS IS NOT SUFFICIENn 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
(17) DOES THIS ALTERATION 

CREATE ADDITIONAL HEIGHT 
DR STORY TO BUILDING? 

(18) IF (17) IS YES, STATE 
NEW HEIGHT AT 
CENTER LINE DF FRONT 

(21) WILL SIDEWALK OVER (22) WILL BUILDING 
SUB-SIDEWALK SPACE BE EXTEND BEYOND
REPAIRED DR ALTERED? ND PROPERTY LINE? 

NDE�c��NTER NAME AND BRANCH DESIGNATION IF ANY. 

�!J•UCTION LENDER, ENTER "UNKNOWN") 

IMPORTANT NOTICES 
No change shall be made in the character of the occupancy or use without first obtaining a Building Permit 
authorizing such change. See San Francisco Building Code and San Francisco Housing Code. 

NO 

No portion of building or structure or scaffolding used during construction is to be closer than 6'0" to any wire 
containing more than 750 volts. See Sec 385, California Penal Code. 

Pursuant to San Francisco Building Code, the building permit shall be posted on the job. The owner is 
responsible for approved plans and application being kept at building site. 

Grade lines as shown on drawings accompanying this application are assumed to be correct. If actual grade 
lines are not the same as shown, revised drawings showing correct grade lines, cuts and fills, and complete 
details of retaining walls and wall footings must be submitted to this department for approval. 

ANY STIPULATION REQUIRED HEREIN OR BY CODE MAY BE APPEALED. 

BUILDING NOT TO BE OCCUPIED UNTIL CERTIFICATE OF FINAL COMPLETION IS POSTED ON THE BUILDING OR 
PERMIT OF OCCUPANCY GRANTED, WHEN REQUIRED. 

APPROVAL OF THIS APPLICATION DOES NOT CONSTITUTE AN APPROVAL FOR THE ELECTRICAL WIRING OR 
PLUMBING INSTALLATIONS. A SEPARATE PERMIT FOR THE WIRING AND PLUMBING MUST BE OBTAINED. 
SEPARATE PERMITS ARE REQUIRED IF ANSWER JS "YES" TO ANY OF ABOVE QUESTIONS (10) (11) (12) (13) (22) 
OR (24). 

THIS IS NOT A BUILDING PERMIT. NO WORK SHALL BE STARTED UNTIL A BUILDING PERMIT IS ISSUED. 

In dwellings, all insulating materials must have a clearance of not less than two inches from all electrical 
wires or equipment. 

CHECK APPROPRIATE BOX 
DOWNER 
D LESSEE 
□ CONTRACTOR 

□ ARCHITECT 
�GENT 

/ 
�NGINEER 

APPLICANT'S CERTIFICATION 
I HEREBY CERTIFY AND AGREE THAT IF A PERMIT IS ISSUED FOR THE CONSTRUCTION DESCRIBED IN THIS 
APPLICATION, ALL THE PROVISIONS OF THE PERMIT AND ALL LAWS AND ORDINANCES THERETO WILL BE 
COMPLIED WITH. 

REV 06/13 

ADDRESS 

NOTICE TO APPLICANT 

SQ. FT. 

YES □ 
NO 

HOLD HARMLESS CLAUSE. The permittee(s) by acceptance of the permit, agree(s) to indemnify and hold harmless 
the City and County of San Francisco from and against any and all claims, demands and actions for damages 
resulting from operations under this permit, regardless of negligence of the City and County of San Francisco, and to 
assume the defense of the City and County of San Francisco against all such claims, demands or actions. 

In conformity with the provisions of Section 3800 of the Labor Code of the State of California, the applicant shall 
have worker's compensation coverage under (I) or (II) designated below, or shall indicate item (Ill), (IV), or M, 
whichever is applicable. If however item (V) is checked, item (IV) must be checked as well. Mark the appropriate 
method of compliance below. 

I hereby affirm under penalty of perjury one of the following declarations: 

( )  I have and will maintain a certificate of consent to self-insure for worker's compensation, as provided 
by Section 3700 of the Labor Code, for the pertormance of the work for which this permit is issued. 

( ) II. I have and will maintain worker"s compensation insurance, as required by Section 3700 of the Labor 
Code, for the pertormance of the work for which this permit is issued. My worker's compensation 
insurance carrier and policy number are: 

Carrier 
Policy Number ______________________ _ 

( ) Ill. The cost of the work to be done is $100 or Jess. 

( ) JV. I certify that in the pertormance of the work for which this permit is issued, I shall not employ 
any person in any manner so as to become subject to the worker"s compensation laws of California. 
I further acknowledge that I understand that in the event that I should become subject to the worker's 
compensation provisions of the Labor Code of California and fail to comply forthwith with the 
provisions of Section 3800 of the Labor Code, that the permit herein applied for shall be deemed revoked. 

LA" V I certify as the owner (or the agent for the owner) that in the pertormance of the work for which 
/ ' • this permit is issued, I will employ a contractor who complies with the worker's compensation laws 

of California and who, prior to the commencement of any work, will file a completed copy of this form 

.Jj;7=.__�-A_ 9es/;.J 
Signature of Applicant or Agent Date 

OFFICE COPY 

EXHIBIT #B



REFER 

TO: 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

APPROVED: 
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CONDITIONS AND STIPULATIONS 

JaneyC
�

I 

SEP O q 2�21
BUILDING INSPECTOR, DEPT. OF BLD�SP. 

1/� 
f({O)tlj I N(L WtJ RtfLAe,,r,-J61 f7,4(� IW-1".-INO ROVED BY ELTON WU

iocA,tO A1 wt K�f ,f 1Ht Pfl017t {(T(.
SEP O 8 2021 

Wl'lf._Y... IS ilJJ 1HAN �0% i>f RtPAlt'l-
DEPARTMENT OF CITY PLANNl�g\NfJlf\JG DEPAH I l'v!E� I

APPROVED: 

BUREAU OF FIRE PREVENTION & PUBLIC SAFETY 

APPROVED: 

MECHANICAL ENGINEER, DEPT. OF BLDG. INSPECTION 

APPROVED: 
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�
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SEP O 9 2021 

CIVIL ENGINEER, DEPT. OF BLDG. INSPECTION 

APPROVED: 

BUREAU OF ENGINEERING 

APPROVED: 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH 

APPROVED: 

REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY 

APPROVED: 

HOUSING INSPECTION DIVISION 
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I agree to comply with all conditions or stipulations of the various bureaus or departments noted on this application, and attached statements 

of conditions or stipulations, which are hereby made a part of this application. 
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RESTORATION OF STAIRS 
796 HAYES STREET 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA. 

GENERAL NOTES: 

INTENT OF DOCUMENTS: 

It is the intent of these Contract Documents 
to establish o high quality of material and workmanship, 
but not necessarily to note and call for every last item 
of work to be done. Any item not specifically covered 
but deemed necessary for satisfactory completion 
of the work shall be accomplished by the Contractor 
in a manner consistent with the quality of the work 
without additional cost to the Owner. All materials 
and methods of installation shall be in accordance 
with industry standards and manufacturers recommendations. 

A. All materials and workmanship shall conform to the requirements
of the following codes and regulations and any other local and state
laws and regulations:

San Francisco Building 2019 Edition 
San Francisco Fire Code 2019 Edition 
San Francisco Plumbing Code 2019 Edition 
San Francisco Electrical Code 2019 EDition 
San francisco Mechanical Code 2019 Edition 

Verify all existing conditions and dimensions at the project site. 
Notify the Architect and/or Engineer of any discrepancies 
before beginning construction. 
B. Provide adequate and proper shoring and bracing to maintain
safe conditions at all times. The contractor shall be solely
responsible for providing adequate shoring and bracing as required
for protection of life and property during the construction of the project.
C. At all times the Contractor shall be solely and completely responsible
for all conditions at the jobsite, including safety of persons and property,
and all necessary independent engineering reviews of these conditions.
The Architects jobsite reviews are not intended nor shall they be
construed to include a review of the adequancy of the contractors safety measures.

D. Unless otherwise shown or noted, all typical details shall used where applicable.
E. All details shall be constued typical at similar conditions.
F. All Drawing conflicts shall be brought to the attention of the Architect
and/or Consulting Engineer for clarification before work proceeds.
G. The Contractor shall supply all labor, materials, equipment and
services, including water and power, necessary for the proper execution
of the work shown on these drawings. All materials shall be new
and workmanship shall be good quality. All workman and subcontractors
shall be skilled in their trade. Any inspections, special or otherwise, that
are required by the building codes, local builing departments, on these
plans shall be done by an independent inspection company.
H. Finishes: Replace patch, repair and refinish all existing surfaces
affected by the new work. All new finishes shall match the adjacent surface.
all surfaces shall align.
I. The General Contractor shall visit the site and familiarize themselves
with the existing site conditions prior to finalizing of any proposal to the owner.
The general Contractor shall be responsibe to inform the owner or Architect
of potential existing conditions that need to be addressed and or modified
inorder to cmplete the work as herein described in these Drawings.
J. The General Contractor shall be reponsible for all means and methods
of construction including but not limited to leveling, shiming, and blocking.
The General Contractor shall make specific note of such items that can not
be known prior to the commencement of construction.
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ABBREVIATIONS: 

@ AT 
<i_ CENTERLINE 
0 DIAMETER OR ROUND 
(E) EXISTING
(N) NEW
(R) REPLACE

AFF ABOVE FINISH FLOOR 

BM. BEAM 
BLDG. BUILDING 

CBC CALIFORNIA BUILDING CODE 
CLR. CLEAR 
CLOS. CLOSET 
CONC. CONCRETE 

DECK'G DECKING 
DET. DETAIL 
DIA. DIAMETER 
DISP. DISPOSAL 
DW. DISHWASHER 
DR. DOOR 
DBL. DOUBLE 
DN. DOWN 
DRWGS. DRAWINGS 
D DRYER 

EA. EACH 

F FAHRENHEIT 
FIN. FINISH 
F.R. FIRE RATED 
FLR. FLOOR 
FT. FOOT OR FEET 
FR. FRENCH 
FURN. FURNISH 
FURR. FURRING 

GA. GAUGE 
GL. GLAZING 
GYP. GYPSUM 
GYP.BD. GYPSUM BOARD 

HGT./HT. HEIGHT 

INSUL. INSULATION 

MFG. MANUFACTURING 
MAX. MAXIMUM 
MTL. METAL 
MIN. MINIMUM 

o.c. ON CENTER 

PR. PAIR 
PKT. POCKET 
P.T. PRESSURE TREATED 

REF. REFRIGERATOR 
REQ'D REQUIRED 
REQ'T REQUIREMENT 
RTG. RETAINING 
R&S ROD AND SHELF 
RM. ROOM 

SIM. SIMILAR 
S.C. SOLID CORE 
SQ. FT. SQUARE FOOT/FEET 
STOR. STORAGE 
STRUCT. STRUCTURAL 

TEMP. TEMPERED 
TRANS. TRANSPARENT 
TYP. TYPICAL 

U.O.N. UNLESS OTHERWISE 
NOTED 

V.I.F. VERIFY IN FIELD 

w WASHER 
WH. WATER HEATER 
WP WATERPROOF 
WDO. WINDOW 
WI WITH 
WD. WOOD 

DRAWING SYMBOLS 

@ DOOR NUMBER

s WINDOW NUMBER

<€):, SKYLIGHT NUMBER

& DRAWING REVISION

LU DETAIL NUMBER AND
� DRAWING REFERENCE 

0 ITEM NUMBER 

'- 0'-0" � GRADE 

PL -- PROPERTY LINE 

ELEV NO. 
DRAWING REFERENCE 

SITE PLAN (E) 
1/8" = 1' -0" 

DRAWING INDEX: 

A 1.01 GENERAL NOTES, SITE PLAN, 
AND DRAWING INDEX 

A 2.03 PLANS 

A 4.01 DETAILS 

3 DRAWINGS 

EB 
WEBSTER STREET 

PROJECT INFORMATION: 

BLOCK: 0805 
LOT: 019 

OCCUPANcY: R-2 
BUILDING TYPE 5 B 
EXISTING: 3 RESIDENTIAL UNITS, 
STORAGE SPACE, AND GARAGE 

ZONING: RH-3 
50-X HGT /BULK DISTRICT

SCOPE OF WORK: 

REBUILD DRY ROTTED 
AND DAMAGED EXTERIOR STAIRS 
PER PERMIT: 9923266 

II\\ ,e�rs��n!.l[J\ 
� - San Francisco - � 

MAY 17 2021 

KO"RIOROAN 
MOIRECTOR 

DEPT. OF BUILDING INSPECTION 

I­
LU 

\/) 
LU 
>­
<( 

WILLIAM PASHELINSKY 
ARCHITECT 
1937 HAYES STREET 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA. 94117 
415 B06 3464 

RESTORATION 

OF EXISTING 

STAIRS 
796 HAYES STREET/604 WEBSTER STREET 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA. 
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NO. DATE DESCRIPTION 

PROJECT NO. 2021.11 
SHEET 

A-1.01

EXHIBIT #H
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CONSTRUCTION 

NEW INTERIOR WALL: 
5/8" F. R. GYP. BD. EA. SIDE 
OVER 2X4 WD. STUDS 
@ 16" o.c.

1 HR. FIRE RA TED PROPERTY 
LINE WALL: 
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          BRIEF SUBMITTED BY THE PERMIT HOLDER(S)  



A Z  D E S I G N  A N D  E N G I N E E R I N G ,  I n c .  

400 Oyster Point Blvd,  Suite 438,  South San Francisco,  CA 94080 
 Phone (650) 553-4031 azdesig@azdesignandengineering.com  

November 30, 2021 
 
 
Julia Rosemberg 

Executive Director, San Francisco Board of Appeals 

49 South Van Ness Avenue, Suite 1475 

San Francisco, CA 94103 

 

Subject: 792 Hayes Street, San Francisco CA 94102 

   Application Number 2021-0908-7960 

   Block 0805 Lot 018 

   

Dear Mrs. Rosemberg, 

 

This letter is regarding the appeal of the building permit 2021-0908-7960 for the property 

that is the subject of this email. 

 

Prior to 1885, lot 018 was part of a larger lot identified as lot 019, see attached copy from the 

planning records of block book maps from 1935 (exhibit 1). In 1885, the first building was 

built on the lot and remained as the only building on that lot until 1900 when the second 

building (792 Hayes) was built. The buildings shared a small courtyard at the end of the 

second building. In the block books map of 1946 (exhibit 2), the lot remained undivided. In 

the block book maps from 1960-1965 (exhibit 3), the single lot became known as lots 18 and 

19. The existing layout for both building is illustrated on the Sanborn Map (exhibit 4). 

 



A Z  D E S I G N  A N D  E N G I N E E R I N G ,  I n c .

400 Oyster Point Blvd,  Suite 438,  South San Francisco,  CA 94080 
Phone (650) 553-4031 azdesig@azdesignandengineering.com  

Back in 2000, I met Mr. Pat Dianda and visited the building for the first time. At some point 

during the years 2000 and 2001 we prepared plans for a first floor remodel. At the time, the 

rear yard situation seemed different from other buildings. A set of stairs connnected the 

second floor of the house with the little courtyard and there was a direct exit from the first 

floor into the courtyard plus a window at the rear wall of the building (exhibit 5). No 

obstructions were present at the time that would suggest two different properties.  I noticed 

that the rear property line was close to the rear wall of the building, a bit strange but not a 

different condition from other buildings built at the time.  

Now forward to 2021, I received a call from Mr. Dianda to review approved plans provided 

to him by the neighbor next door to replace the rear stairs of the building due to dry rot 

damage. The plans proposed to replace the stairs and block Mr. Dianda’s access from the 

second floor of his house to the stairs with a short fire wall. I reviewed the plans to repair 

the stairs and indicated missing items on those plans. At the same time, I indicated to him 

that the San Francisco Code allows for replacement in-kind in some instances (see attached 

copy of section 1011.12.3, exhibit 6). 

After discussing the issue further, Mr. Dianda asked me to prepare plans to replace the stairs 

without the short wall that will block his acces to the bottom fly of stairs. Under the 

assumption that these stairs were part of the legal use of his building, I prepared the plans 

for a replacement in-kind as allowed by the SF Building code section 1011.12.3 (exhibit 6). I 

have to mention that previous to this and back in 1985, a permit to repair and replace  the 

stairs for this same address was obtained and completed in 1987 (exhibit 7).  



A Z  D E S I G N  A N D  E N G I N E E R I N G ,  I n c .

400 Oyster Point Blvd,  Suite 438,  South San Francisco,  CA 94080 
Phone (650) 553-4031 azdesig@azdesignandengineering.com  

The stairs, in question starting at the courtyard and up to the second floor of the building, 

have 8 steps to the intermediate landing and then 6 more steps to the next landing. In total, 

the lower section of the L-shaped stairs represents about 50% of the stairs/landing system, 

see attached floor plan (Exhibit 5). 

While working on the plans, I clearly indicated the property lines and block and lot numbers 

of each building on the site plan as well as the location of the stairs within the context of the 

building (Exhibit 8). During the approval process of the plans and along with those plans, I 

brought photographs (exhibit 9 and 10) of the entire area and compared these photographs 

with what was noted on the plans. The Planning Department verified (senior and junior 

planners) that the amount of repair was within the 50% of the total length of the stairs. After 

the  Planning Department signed off, I moved to the building revision and repeated the 

same process. 

At this point in my career, I have prepared and processed (for our own projects) hundreds 

of applications in the bay area and I have never had a problem due to lack of clarity or 

integrity. 

After the time from when the permit was approved and having further conversations with 

Mr. Dianda and based on what he recalls, I came to the conclusion that there is nothing in 

writing that protects him from the neighbor building the stairs. However, given that the 

stairs have been accessed by him for 35 years without problems or blockages, a prescripive 

easement could be an option and the section of the stairs in question could be rebuilt 



A Z  D E S I G N  A N D  E N G I N E E R I N G ,  I n c .

400 Oyster Point Blvd,  Suite 438,  South San Francisco,  CA 94080 
Phone (650) 553-4031 azdesig@azdesignandengineering.com  

without a wall blocking the stairs. Nonetheless, this is at the discretion of the property 

owner.  

If you have any questions please call me. 

Sincerely, 

Abraham Zavala, President 

AZ Design and Engineering, Inc. 

RCE C60620, Exp. 12/31/22 
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Chapter 10

MEANS OF EGRESS

SECTION 1010 – DOORS, GATES AND TURNSTILES

1010.1.2  Revise item 4 as follows:

4. Other than the main egress door at the primary entry, doors within or serving a single dwelling unit in Groups R-2 and R-3.

SECTION 1011 – STAIRWAYS

1011.5.5  Modify the first sentence of the first paragraph as follows:

 For all occupancies except R-3 one and two family dwellings and townhouses nosings shall have a curvature or bevel of not less than
1/16 1 (1.6 mm) but not more than 9/16 1 (14.3 mm) from the foremost projection of the tread. Risers shall be solid and vertical or sloped
under the tread above from the underside of the nosing above at an angle not more than 30 degrees (0.52 rad) from the vertical.

1011.5.5  Add a second paragraph as follows:

   For R-3 one and two family dwellings and townhouses, the radius of curvature at the nosing shall be no greater than 9/16 inch (14
mm). A nosing not less than 3/4 inch (19 mm) but not more than 1-1/4 inches (32 mm) shall be provided on stairways with solid risers.
The greatest nosing projection shall not exceed the smallest nosing projection by more than 3/8 inch (9.5 mm) between two stories,
including the nosing at the level of floors and landings. Beveling of nosings shall not exceed 1/2 inch (12.7 mm).

 Exception: A nosing projection is not required where the tread depth is no less than 11 inches (279 mm). [CRC R311.7.5.3]

1011.5.5.1  Modify the first sentence of the first paragraph as follows:

For all occupancies except R-3 one and two family dwellings and townhouses the leading edge (nosings) of treads shall project not more
than 1¼ inches (32 mm) beyond the tread below.

CODIFICATION NOTE

1. So in Ord. 264-19.

1011.12  Add a sentence to the end of the Exception as follows:

 Exception: Other than where required by Section 1011.12.1, in buildings without an occupied roof access to the roof from the top story
shall be permitted to be by an alternating tread device, a ships ladder or a permanent ladder. Stairs or ladders used only to attend
equipment or window wells are exempt from the requirements of this chapter.

1011.12.3  Add section as follows:

1011.12.3  Stairway replacement.  Stairways that replace existing stairways in residential occupancies and which complied with the
code in effect at the time they were constructed, and which have been adequately maintained and increased in relation to any increase in
occupant load, alteration or addition, or any change in occupancy, may be reconstructed in the same configuration and construction as the
existing stairways.

SECTION 1012 – RAMPS

1012.2  Add an exception as follows:

   Exception: For R-3 one and two family dwellings and townhouses, where it is technically infeasible to comply because of site
constraints, ramps may have a maximum slope of one unit vertical in eight horizontal (12.5 percent). [CRC R311.8.1]

SECTION 1013 – EXIT SIGNS

1013.1  Add the following sentence after the exceptions:

 Doorways or other openings leading to a fire escape, except within individual dwelling units, shall be provided with a sign reading

EXHIBIT 6
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Contact SFGov Accessibility Policies
City and County of San Francisco © 2021

Permit Details Report
Report Date: 11/20/2021 2:32:02 PM

Application Number: 8503982
Form Number: 8
Address(es): 0805 / 018 / 0 792 HAYES ST
Description: REPAIR AND REPLACE FRONT AND REAR STAIRS
Cost: $3,500.00
Occupancy Code: R-3
Building Use: 27 - 1 FAMILY DWELLING

Disposition / Stage:
Action Date Stage Comments
4/18/1985 FILED
4/18/1985 APPROVED
4/18/1985 ISSUED
6/9/1987 COMPLETE  

Contact Details:
Contractor Details:

Addenda Details:
Description:
Step Station Arrive Start In Hold Out Hold Finish Checked By Hold Description
This permit has been issued. For information pertaining to this permit, please call 628-652-3450. 

Appointments:
Appointment Date Appointment AM/PM Appointment Code Appointment Type Description Time Slots

Inspections:
Activity Date Inspector Inspection Description Inspection Status

Special Inspections:
Addenda No. Completed Date Inspected By Inspection Code Description Remarks

For information, or to schedule an inspection, call 628-652-3400 between 8:30 am and 3:00 pm.

Station Code Descriptions and Phone Numbers

Online Permit and Complaint Tracking home page.

Technical Support for Online Services
If you need help or have a question about this service, please visit our FAQ area.

EXHIBIT 7
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http://www6.sfgov.org/index.aspx?page=6
http://www6.sfgov.org/index.aspx?page=44
http://www.sfgov.org/
http://www.sfgov.org/
https://dbiweb.sfgov.org/dbipts/
http://dbiweb.sfgov.org/DBI_FAQ/DBI_FAQs.html
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