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Huang, Cecilia (PAB)

From: Dodi Junk McElmurry <dodimcjunk13@gmail.com>

Sent: Thursday, October 30, 2014 3:38 PM

To: Board of Appeals (PAB)

Subject: Fwd: Lily's Letter

October 30, 2014

Board of Appeals

1155 Market St 3rd Floor

San Francisco, CA 94103

My name is Lily Louie and I am an 80 year-old widow. In the past two years I have suffered from a major
stroke and a hip fracture. I also have hypertension and I am afraid worrying about the tree in front of my house,
may cause me to have another stroke.

I have repaired my sidewalk many times because the roots of my tree and my neighbor’s tree erupted through
the sidewalk. The city said it was our responsibility to repair the damage caused by the trees.

The last time it needed repairing, I protested and the city finally repaired it after two years. The sidewalk was a
major hazard to pedestrians and my neighbor was afraid he was going to be sued.

In addition to this tree having very evasive roots which could also cause damage to the pipes under the
sidewalk, I am afraid, in my condition that I cannot keep up with cleaning up the leaves that this tree deposits. I
would suffer a serious fall trying to sweep them up. Plus the tree is getting so tall that the leaves are getting into
the gutter.

Also, the tree is leaning so much in one direction, and the wind is so strong on Diamond Heights Boulevard, it
could cause it to fall over.

In the past four years, two such cases have been reported. One in Laguna Honda killing a person. The other
one was on Brotherhood Way near Lake Merced where a woman was killed by a perfectly healthy tree falling
on her car as she was driving. The weather was perfectly normal.

I have been having bad luck because the tree is leaning in the direction of my front door.
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Diamond Heights Community Association
P.O. Box 31529, San Francisco, CA 94131

November 12,2014

Ann Lazarus, President
Board of Appeals
1650 Mission Street, Suite 304
San Francisco, CA, 94103

Re: Appeal #1 4-157 to Support Retaining Tree at 5525 Diamond Heights Blvd.

Dear Ms. Lazarus,

The Diamond Heights Community Association (DHCA) Board urges you
and the Board of Appeals to vote to save the City owned and maintained
tree that the adjacent property owner wants the City to cut down. The
DHCA Board filed an appeal when the Bureau of Urban Forestry
recommended removal of the tree. Our 25 page brief helped convince the
BUF to reverse its decision to remove the tree so that the appeals hearing
was not necessary. Attachments to this letter include an arborist report on
the health of the tree, photos of the tree and support letters from
neighbors written for the prior brief who appreciate seeing this lovely tree
that adds to the attractive appearance of our neighborhood.

A summary of reasons to retain the tree are:

o The appellant's fear that the tree will fall is unfounded. Both DPW and an
arborist have found the tree to be healthy. DPW pruned the tree roots and
replaced the sidewalk approximately a year ago so that any root damage to the
sidewalk is unlikely for a long time. The concerns about leaves and that the
tree may be bad luck does not warrant removing a healthy tree.

. Replacing the tree with a 24" box size replacement tree would disrupt the
beauty of the current row of mature trees.

. With limited funds to care for City trees, it does not seem appropriate for DPW
to spend tax payers' funds on removing a healthy tree.

Thank you for consideration of the materials presented to you and the Board of
Appeals. We urge you to vote for saving a healthy, beautiful tree.

Sincerely,

r&i% tJtC{e-
Betsy Eddy
DHCA, President
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(Note added 11-12-14: This is the summary brief submitted to the Board of 

Appeals on August 27, 2014 to protest the original BUF decision to remove the 

tree at the request of the adjacent property owner.  The brief provided information 

that helped BUF to ultimately recommend retaining the tree so that the appeal did 

not go to a Board hearing.  Betsy Eddy.) 

 

Date: August 27, 2014 

To:  Board of Appeals 

From: Betsy Eddy, President, Diamond Heights Community Association 

Re:  Brief for Appeal # 14 -137 to protest the removal of the City owned and 

 maintained tree at  5525 Diamond Heights Blvd. 

Background 

 The Diamond Heights Community Association Board filed Appeal #14-137 to 

request that the Board overturn DPW’s decision to cut down the New England 

Christmas tree, a City owned and maintained tree, in the sidewalk in front of 5525 

Diamond Heights Blvd.  The home owner who lives at this address has called the 

Bureau of Urban Forestry DPW many times to request that the tree be removed 

because she is afraid the tree will fall on her since it leans.  A notice to remove the tree 

was posted and a hearing held on June 23.  Betsy Eddy, President of the DHCA spoke 

in support of saving the tree at the hearing.  After the hearing, DPW issued a decision 

that the tree will be cut down because the tree leans and someone might bump his or 

her head on it.  To people who have visited the tree, it seems unlikely that anyone 
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would hit his or her head on the tree.  The DHCA Board is protesting the removal of a 

healthy, beautiful tree. 

 The DHCA Board has supported the removal of trees found to be diseased and 

of danger to the public as certified by licensed arborists.  According to the DPW hearing 

decision report, “the tree has good overall vigor with fair structure.”  

 

 

Justifications to Retain the Tree 

  In DPW Order No: 182754, DPW Urban Forestry staff indicated that “the tree has 

good overall vigor with fair structure.”    The DHCA protests the removal of a healthy 

tree.  Nicholas Crawford, ISA Board Certified Master Arborist from the Davey Tree 

Expert Company hired by a neighbor, stated in a lengthy and thorough report dated 

April 18, 2014 that the tree “is not a candidate for removal,” has put on new growth 

since the roots were pruned, and “the tree has corrected the lean and is growing 

upright.” 

  The public notice attached to the tree states that a reason for removal is, 

“Root pruning required to fix sidewalk will destabilize tree.” Tree roots were 

pruned a year ago and new sidewalk was placed around the base of the tree 

by DPW.  The certified arborist, Nicholas Crawford, indicated in his report 

that there is no indication that root pruning is needed.  Mr. Crawford stated 

that “in this case, there are no roots to be pruned at all” visible above 

ground.  Please see the Davey Tree Report in the brief exhibits. 
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  The reason indicated by DPW for removal was that “the main trunk of the tree 

has a pronounced lean that blocks the pathway to the entrance of the house and the 

public right-of-way.”  “Urban Forestry staff testified that the public safety concern is 

that someone might bump their head, not that the tree itself might experience a root 

failure.”  The tree does not lean over the path of travel for people walking on the 

sidewalk.  Nor does the tree block the pathway to the entrance to the house any 

more than any other tree planted near a front door.  The lean of the tree is uphill 

parallel with the street where people would not generally walk.  A person stepping 

from the street toward the lean of the tree would be unlikely to hit his or her head.  

Please see photos of the tree. 

  Replacing the tree with a 24” box size replacement tree of 8 - 15 feet would 

disrupt the beauty of the current row of mature trees that are approximately 30 feet 

tall. 

  Removing a healthy tree and its roots and purchasing and planting a 

replacement tree is an unnecessary expense for tax payers. 

  Many sidewalk trees on Diamond Height Blvd and in the City lean. In the block of 

Diamond Heights Blvd. from Gold Mine Drive to Diamond Street, 8 of the 10 trees on 

the West side of the street lean. 

  The reasons that the owner of the home at 5525 Diamond Heights Blvd 

wants the tree removed do not constitute justification to remove a healthy 

tree.  The owner of the home has lived at the address for 43 years. A tree 

has been present in the sidewalk for most of those years.  The current tree 
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is at least 22 years old.   It was replaced by the City when a car hit the tree 

approximately 22 years ago.  

 The owner of the home called the DHCA to learn why the Association 

wants to save the tree.  An amicable phone conversation took place on 

August 6, 2014 between the owner of the home and Betsy Eddy, President 

of the DHCA.  The owner indicated that she called DPW many times to 

request that the tree be removed for the following reasons: 

o The home owner is afraid the wind will cause the tree to fall on her. 

o The home owner wants a less invasive tree that will not disrupt the sidewalk 

with root growth. 

o The home owner says she cannot sweep the leaves from the front of her 

home nor can she remove the leaves in the home gutters. 

 The owner’s fear that the tree will fall on her is unfounded.  Both DPW and an 

arborist have found the tree to be healthy.  DPW pruned the tree roots and replaced 

the sidewalk approximately a year ago so that any root damage to the sidewalk is 

unlikely for a long time.  The concern about leaves does not warrant removing the 

tree.  The DPW’s decision to remove the tree includes the replacement of the tree 

with a tree of the same species.  The owner will still have leaves that fall from the 

new tree. 
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470 Day Street 
         San Francisco, CA  94131 
         August 14, 2014 
 
Ann Lazarus, President 
Board of Appeals 
1650 Mission Street, Room 304 
San Francisco, CA  94103 

 

Dear Ms. Lazarus, 

I am writing in support of the Diamond Heights Community Association’s  appeal #14 -
137 requesting that the Board overturn DPW’s decision to cut down the New England 
Christmas tree, a City owned and maintained tree, in the sidewalk in front of 5525 
Diamond Heights Blvd.   

I have been a community gardener in San Francisco since 2006 when I moved to the 
City. I garden at the Little Red Hen garden in Diamond Heights, at St. Aidan’s church, 
and at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, growing food that is given away to those in need.  I 
was a founder of the Free Farm, which operated at the corner of Gough and Eddy 
streets for 3 years.   

The trees in our city are an important part of the ecosystem for birds and pollinators, 
and they add beauty and shade to our neighborhoods. The tree at 5525 Diamond 
Heights Blvd. is healthy and is not a hazard in any way. It would be a shame to lose the 
tree for no reason. I hope that the Board of Appeals will overturn the decision to 
eliminate the tree.   

Thank you. 

 

Margaret Dyer-Chamberlain 
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August 21, 2014 

 

Ann Lazarus, President 
Board of Appeals 
1650 Mission Street, Room 304 
San Francisco, CA 94103 
 

Re:  Appeal 14-137 to retain tree at 5525 Diamond Heights Blvd. 

Dear President Lazarus, 

I am writing to voice my support for the appeal to save the tree at 5525 Diamond Heights Blvd in 
my neighborhood.  The work and expense to remove and replace this tree seems unnecessary 
to me.   

Thank you, 

Jan Sheffner 

970 Duncan Street 
San Francisco, CA 94131 
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To : Ann Lazarus, President 
Board of Appeals 
1650 Mission Street" Room 304 
SanF rancisco,C A 94103 
 
Re: Appeal 14 -L37 to retain tree at 5525 Diamond Heights Blvd 
 
Mv name is Scott Stawicki  and I live at 2510 Diamond St. I am an active member 
of both the Diamond Heights and Glen Park communities in which I live. 
I am responding to the DPW notification of the removal of the New England 
Christmas Tree at 5525 Diamond Heights B lvd. I walk past this tree every day, 
and am outraged that DPW has decided to cut down this healthy tree. I firmly 
support  Appeal number 74-137 from the Diamond Heights Community 
Association and would petition the DPW to reject the request to kill this 
tree. 
 
There is no reason that I can understand that merits the removal 
of this city & community owned tree. The DPW Urban Forestry staff has 
indicated in their report (No. 182754) that " the tree has good overall vigor 
with fair structure " - ie. It is a healthy tree. An independent arborist from the 
Davey Tree Company has also confirmed the good health of this tree, and that it is 
growing upright. This tree is an asset to the community, - one which the city and 
neighbors have invested in for the last 2 decades - why would we decide to throw 
this tree away? 
 
The complaint that calls for the removal of the tree is without clear merit. 
The tree does have a slight lean. ALMOST EVERY TREE GROWING ON DIAMOND 
HEIGHTS HAS SOME LEAN CAUSED BY THE VIGOR OF THE WIND IN OUR 
NEIGHBORHOOD. If we removed every tree with a slight lean in our community, 
we would be living on a mostly barren hill top. 
  
But the slight lean does not block nor impede the entrance to the private property or the 
public right-of -way in any way. I am a 6'1” male and have never had a issue 
with walking under this tree- though I have done so almost every day for 2 years. 
As this tree is healthy (" good overall vigor") there is no more danger for this 
tree of falling than any other tree in the community. And as this slight lean is 
toward the street - away from the private property and public sidewalk -- 
there is almost no chance of the tree falling on a pedestrian. 
 
My tax dollars contribute to the well being of the trees across this city. 
The DPW records show the this tree was maintained recently, with root pruning 
completed and new sidewalk placed by DPW.- Please refer to letter 
by Nicholas Crawford 4/18 /2014. Why would DPW decide to cut down a healthy 
tree that they have just spent public resources to maintain? Furthermore, 
fhe city has reduced our resources for tree maintenance markedly over the last 
decade, to a point where most trees don't even get proper attention. This is 
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a " lucky” tree that actually has been pruned and is thriving - why would we waste 
this effort & precious tax dollars? 
 
Finally, there has been an active community effort to improve the green space 
along Diamond Heights B lvd. this year . The community is engaged in improving our 
environment along this street by planting and maintaining our trees, medians and 
plant boxes. Cutting down this tree sets our community's effort back by decades. 
Please honor the Appeal and do not kill this community-owned resource. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Scott Stawichi 
2510 Diamond Street   8/19/14 
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