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PROVISIONAL VOTING PROVISIONAL VOTING PROVISIONAL VOTING    

 
Eligible provisional votes 
are included in the final 

election results. 

WWelcome to the latest issue of The Pollworker Training Spotlight! Thank you for serving San Francisco elcome to the latest issue of The Pollworker Training Spotlight! Thank you for serving San Francisco 

voters during the June 5, 2012 Presidential Primary Election.   During training, many of you had ques‐voters during the June 5, 2012 Presidential Primary Election.   During training, many of you had ques‐
tions about how provisional ballots are processed, and  that’s why we’ve dedicated  this  issue of  the tions about how provisional ballots are processed, and  that’s why we’ve dedicated  this  issue of  the 
Spotlight to help explain the process.Spotlight to help explain the process.  
    

  

When a voter’s eligibility cannot be determined at the polls, the voter can vote provisionally. Reasons When a voter’s eligibility cannot be determined at the polls, the voter can vote provisionally. Reasons 
for provisional voƟng include:for provisional voƟng include:  

 Voter is a voteVoter is a vote‐‐byby‐‐mail voter and does not have the votemail voter and does not have the vote‐‐byby‐‐mail ballotmail ballot  
 In a Primary election, voter wants to vote a party different from the party preference listed in the RosterIn a Primary election, voter wants to vote a party different from the party preference listed in the Roster  
 Voter is not in the Roster and does not want to be redirected to his or her home polling placeVoter is not in the Roster and does not want to be redirected to his or her home polling place  
  Roster lists voter as ‘IDRoster lists voter as ‘ID‐‐Required’, but voter does not show a form of IDRequired’, but voter does not show a form of ID  

  

      Here is how a provisional envelope is processed:Here is how a provisional envelope is processed:  
   

   

 

A provisional envelope is filled out at 
the polling place. Voter seals completed 

ballot inside, places it in the Red Box, and 
keeps the receipt to check whether the 

ballot was counted. At the end of Election 
Day, pollworkers count  the number of 

envelopes and place them in a Closing Bag. 

 
Provisional voter Terry Ko is registered in Supervisorial District 10 but did not go to her home polling place and voted in District 11.   

Terry is not eligible to vote on District 11 contests, these con‐tests will not be counted All contests Terry is eligible to vote on (i.e. citywide measures, state candidates, etc.) will  be counted 
 
  

 1.  

 5.  

 

Envelopes are taken with 
other ballots to the Depart-

ment’s Processing Center, and 
then to City Hall. 

 2.  

 

The Department’s employees 
review envelopes to  
determine eligibility. 

 3.  

    Registered  San Francisco voter Hasn’t voted in  this elecƟon yet 

 
Envelopes of eligible voters are 

opened and ballots are counted.   

 4.  



PROVISIONAL VOTING FAQ 

1. ___ 

PROVISIONAL VOTING CROSSWORD 

1)  Why and when did you become a 
San Francisco Pollworker? 

I become a pollworker in 2004 as part 
of the High School Pollworker program.  

 

2) What’s your favorite thing about 
being a pollworker? 

It’s hard to pick just one thing, I’d say 
my favorite thing is upholding the in‐
tegrity of democracy while serving my 
community.  

 

3) What’s something most people 
don’t know about you?  

I’m excited to start law school this fall! 

_ 

ACROSS 

4. Provisional voters sign the __ 

5. Provisional voters DO NOT 
sign the ___ 

6. The ___ the voter takes from 
the envelope has the refer‐
ence number to check status 
of provisional ballot 

DOWN 

1. Provisional envelopes, with 
the ballot sealed inside, are 
placed in the __during Elec‐
Ɵon Day 

2. In addiƟon to provisional 
voƟng, offer ___ to a voter 
not listed in the Roster 

3. Eligible provisional envelopes 
are included in the final elec‐
Ɵon___ 

FEATURE! 

The Spotlight on YOU!The Spotlight on YOU!  
San Francisco pollworkers are diverse, 
enthusiastic and dedicated to helping 

voters. In this feature, get to know your 
fellow pollworkers and share your own 

story. Meet WILSON LAU  

 Do you want to be featured in the next issue of the Spotlight? Answer the 3 Spotlight quesƟons and include a photo! Do you want to be featured in the next issue of the Spotlight? Answer the 3 Spotlight quesƟons and include a photo! Do you want to be featured in the next issue of the Spotlight? Answer the 3 Spotlight quesƟons and include a photo! 
Write to:  Pollworker Division, Department of ElecƟons , City Hall Write to:  Pollworker Division, Department of ElecƟons , City Hall Write to:  Pollworker Division, Department of ElecƟons , City Hall    
1 Dr. Carlton B. GoodleƩ Place, Room 48 San Francisco, CA 941021 1 Dr. Carlton B. GoodleƩ Place, Room 48 San Francisco, CA 941021 1 Dr. Carlton B. GoodleƩ Place, Room 48 San Francisco, CA 941021    

   Email: pollworker.training@sfgov.org or call: 554.4349Email: pollworker.training@sfgov.org or call: 554.4349Email: pollworker.training@sfgov.org or call: 554.4349   

Here are some of the most Frequently Asked QuesƟons (FAQs) about provisional 
voƟng: 
 

If  a  voter  is  not  listed  in  the  Roster,  they  should  just  vote  provisionally. 
They don’t really need to go to their home polling place, isn’t the ballot the 
same everywhere? 
 

  The ballot  is NOT always the same  in every polling place, because contests vary 
by Congressional District, Supervisorial District, Assembly District, etc. That is why 
it is important to offer redirecƟon to voters.  If a voter votes provisionally at your 
polling place,  they may be missing  contests on  the ballot  in  their home polling 
place. However, if they don’t have sufficient Ɵme to get there before polls close, 
or if they prefer not to be redirected, they should vote provisionally.  

 

Are provisional ballots included in the final elecƟon results? 

YES, eligible provisional ballots are included in the final elecƟon results.  
 

How does the Department of ElecƟons determine  if a provisional ballot  is 
eligible? 

Department staff check every provisional envelope. To be accepted, the envelope 
must belong to a San Francisco voter who has not voted  in that parƟcular elec‐
Ɵon. AŌer eligibility  is determined,  the envelope  is opened and all contests  the 
voter is eligible to vote on are counted.  

For example,  if a voter  lives  in Supervisorial District 10 but did not go to his/her 
home polling place and  instead voted  in District 11, the contests specific to Dis‐
trict 11 will not be counted,  since  that  is not where  the voter  is  registered. All 
other contests , such as citywide measures and state candidates,  will be counted.  

 

 
We hope you are making plans 

to serve as a  
pollworker for the   

November 6, 2012 
General ElecƟon  

Please return the enclosed  
availability leƩer today! 

You can be featured in the 
next Spotlight!  
Share your story!  

See boƩom of page for entry details.   



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



