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, PROVISIONAL VOTING

Welcome to the latest issue of The Pollworker Training Spotlight! Thank you for serving San Francisco
voters during the June 5, 2012 Presidential Primary Election. During training, many of you had ques-
tions about how provisional ballots are processed, and that’s why we’ve dedicated this issue of the
Spotlight to help explain the process.
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When a voter’s eligibility cannot be determined' at the polls, the voter can vote provisionally. Reasons

for provisional voting include:

® \/oter is a vote-by-mail voter and does not have the vote-by-mail ballot

® |n a Primary election, voter wants to vote a party different from the party preference listed in the Roster
® \Voter is not in the Roster and does not want to be redirected to his or her home polling place

® Roster lists voter as ‘ID-Required’, but voter does not show a form of ID

Here is how a provisional envelope is processed:

Lprint: prednct #1213 SupervsoralDisrct £ G5_| 0 _
2. Markwhich ballot was issued: CIAI CIoeM Ll s Db CRer CINee CINPP-AI - CINPP-DEM
3. Mark: Reason fo provisionl voting:

A provisional envelope is filled out atL
the polling place. Voter seals completed
ballot inside, places it in the Red Box, and
keeps the receipt to check whether the
ballot was counted. At the end of Election
Day, pollworkers count the number of
envelopes and place them in a Closing Bag.

.J Envelopes are taken with
other ballots to the Depart-
ment’s Processing Center, and
k then to City Hall.

Envelopes of eligible voters are
- opened and ballots are counted.

Eligible provisional votes
are included in the final

id not election results.
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Here are some of the most Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) about provisional
voting:

If a voter is not listed in the Roster, they should just vote provisionally.
They don’t really need to go to their home polling place, isn’t the ballot the
same everywhere?

The ballot is NOT always the same in every polling place, because contests vary
by Congressional District, Supervisorial District, Assembly District, etc. That is why
it is important to offer redirection to voters. If a voter votes provisionally at your
polling place, they may be missing contests on the ballot in their home polling
place. However, if they don’t have sufficient time to get there before polls close,
or if they prefer not to be redirected, they should vote provisionally.

Are provisional ballots included in the final election results?
YES, eligible provisional ballots are included in the final election results.

How does the Department of Elections determine if a provisional ballot is
eligible?
Department staff check every provisional envelope. To be accepted, the envelope
must belong to a San Francisco voter who has not voted in that particular elec-
tion. After eligibility is determined, the envelope is opened and all contests the
voter is eligible to vote on are counted.

For example, if a voter lives in Supervisorial District 10 but did not go to his/her
home polling place and instead voted in District 11, the contests specific to Dis-
trict 11 will not be counted, since that is not where the voter is registered. All
other contests , such as citywide measures and state candidates, will be counted.
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i 4. Provisional voters sign the __
5. Provisional voters DO NOT
signthe
i 6. The __ the voter takes from
the envelope has the refer-
.]..] ence number to check status
i of provisional ballot
..’ 1. Provisional envelopes, with
the ballot sealed inside, are
i placed in the __ during Elec-
tion Day
”..]- 2. In addition to provisional
i voting, offer ___ to a voter
not listed in the Roster
.]- .]- 3. Eligible provisional envelopes
are included in the final elec-
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)o you want to be featured in the next issue of the Spotlight? /\ iswer the
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['he Spotlight on YOU!
San Francisco pollworkers are diverse,
enthusiastic and dedicated to helping
voters. In this feature, get to know your
fellow pollworkers and share your own

story. Meet

1) Why and when did you become a
San Francisco Pollworker?

| become a pollworker in 2004 as part

of the High School Pollworker program.

2) What'’s your favorite thing about
being a pollworker?

It's hard to pick just one thing, I'd say
my favorite thing is upholding the in-
tegrity of democracy while serving my
community.

3) What’s something most people
don’t know about you?

I’'m excited to start law school this fall!
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