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Primary Season 

 

Greetings Poll Workers! 
 
We hope you had a happy new year and are 
ready for a busy Gubernatorial Election 
year!  
 
The Consolidated Statewide Direct Primary 
Election is scheduled for Tuesday, June 3, 
2014 and will have primary contests for the 
offices of Governor, Lt. Governor, U.S. 
Representative in Congress, District 12 & 
14, State Assembly, District 17 & 19, Secre-
tary of State, and more. The ballot for June 
will also include two local measures and 
two state measures. You can find more in-
formation about the measures on our web 
site at www.sfelections.org 
 
Poll Worker Raise ! 
 
We’ve got some excellent news for our poll 
working staff. We’ve decided to increase 
poll worker stipends for the second Elec-
tion in a row by $10. Part of the reasoning 
for this raise was that so many poll workers 
volunteer to use their personal cell phones 
to keep in touch with the Department on 
Election Day we decided to give the $5 cell 
phone bonus to everyone, in addition to an-
other $5 bonus as a thank you. This means 
that Clerks and Translators earn $145, and 
Inspectors earn $185 on Election Day!  
 
New Bilingual Requirements 
 
As many of you know, many polling places 
are required to have bilingual poll workers 
who speak either Chinese or Spanish, in 
addition to English. Starting this Election we 
are also required to assign bilingual poll 

workers who speak Tagalog, Vietnamese, 
Korean, and Japanese to hundreds of polling 
places throughout the city. WE NEED YOUR 
HELP to recruit more bilingual poll workers. 
If you have any bilingual friends or relatives 
who speak Spanish, Tagalog, Vietnamese, Ko-
rean, or Japanese (in addition to English) 
please encourage them to apply at 
www.sfelections.org/pollworker or in person 
at the Department of Elections offices. As 
always, non-citizen poll workers can work as 
Translators!  
 
“Top-Two” Primary 
 
Just a reminder that because of the “Top 
Two Candidates Open Primary Act,” passed 
by voters in 2010, the June Election will be an 
“Open Primary.” But what does that mean?  
 
Prior to the “Top Two Candidates Open Pri-
mary Act,” candidates running for office ap-
peared only on their own party's ballot and in 
most cases a voter could only vote  a Demo-
crat or Republican ballot if he or she was a 
registered member of that party.  
 
But now, every voter, regardless of party affil-
iation will receive the SAME ballot, and can 
vote for ANY candidate running in that pri-
mary; Democrats, Republicans, Greens, or 
anyone else. The top two vote-getters out of 
all of them will move on to the General Elec-
tion in November. 
 
Enjoy the rest of this newsletter and don’t 
forget to complete the enclosed poll worker 
availability letter and return it to the Depart-
ment as soon as possible so we can sign you 
up to work for the June 3, Primary Election! 

Do you know 
people who are… 

Polite  

Organized 

Logical 

Loyal 

Willing  

Observant 

Responsible  

Kind  

Energetic 

Reliable  

...and maybe  
   Bilingual? 
 
If so, encourage 
them to: 
  
 Apply online at 
sfelections.org/pw 
 
 Apply at our 
offices at City Hall  



POLL WORKER Jumble 
Unscramble these five jumbles, one letter to each square, to form Election-related words! 

imrprya 
             

 

                     

lcsogin gba              
 

                          

ilbilnaug              
 

                        

nespldiertia              
 

                       

tpo wot 
             

                    

 Vote-by-mail 
Ballot Bag 

 Roster 
 Bag 

 

 Write-in Ballot 
Bag  Auxiliary Bin 

Bag  Regular Voted 
Ballot Bag 

 Void/Cancelled  
Ballot Bag 

 Provisional Ballot 
Bag 

New Closing Bags! 
Many of you suggested your closing proce-
dure tasks would be made easier by using 
color-coded closing bags that are easily 
distinguishable, instead of plastic bags that 
look very similar to each other. We 
searched around for ideal bags, and start-
ing this election, new canvas closing bags 
are here!  
 
In an  effort to conserve materials, be 
more environmentally friendly, and, of 
course,  make your closing tasks a little 
easier, we are introducing new, reusable, 
color-coded canvas bags!  
 
The new bags will replace the plastic bags 
used previously, but the procedures for 
placing election materials in the bags will 
be the same.   
 
We hope you find the new bags helpful and 
look forward to your feedback! Remember 
to take the poll worker survey online after 
the election at sfelections.org/pollworker so 
you can tell us about your experience! 
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