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Dear Pollworker,  
 
In the past two presidential elections, San Francisco’s voter turnout was almost 67 percent in 2000 and 74 
percent in 2004. With still growing interest about the upcoming November election, the voter turnout could 
be the highest in City history.   
 
We, at the Department of Elections, have already started preparing for this upcoming election. Needless to 
say, the preparation for a high turnout election includes precise planning and reassessment of already 
established processes and procedures. A lot of hard work will be put into this one-day event- Election Day- 
when San Francisco voters go to the polls.   

 
Election Day is when the Department’s efforts to conduct a successful election are being put in your hands. 
The truth is that voters’ election experiences are shaped at the polling places, and successful operation of 
the polling places largely depends on the pollworkers. In a very real sense, you, our pollworkers, are the 
ones who make elections happen and whose knowledge of the election procedures at times determines 
whether or not the ballot that was cast will count.  
 
While we recognize that if you are reading this newsletter, you have already worked as a pollworker in at 
least one election and you know what it takes to effectively serve voters on Election Day, we would like to 
take this opportunity to remind you about these five rules:  

 
� Sign up to work as a pollworker only if you know you’ll be able to fulfill this commitment! 
� Attend training, study the manual and if anything is unclear, call us to speak with one of our trainers!  
� Know how to get to your assigned polling place on election morning and be on time!  
� Follow every step on your job card while serving the voters!  
� Ensure that all election materials are picked up by the Parking Control Officer and the Deputy Sherriff 

before you leave the polling place on election night! 
 

Tuesday November 4th, will be a long busy day for pollworkers.  
But the difference that you will make is very well worth it.  

 
 

  
If you are interested in working as a pollworker in the 
upcoming election, please complete the enclosed Official 
Pollworker Agreement and return it in the enclosed (postage-
paid) envelope as soon as possible, but no later than Friday, 
August 22, 2008.  
 
You will be busy assisting voters on Election Day, so please 
do not forget to vote early at City Hall (starting 29 days before 
Election Day) or request a ballot to be sent to you by mail. 

 

 

  
� Alaska became a state in 1867 by one 
vote.  
 
� Texas was admitted as the 28th state in 
1845 by one vote.  
 
� One vote in 1920 gave women the right to  
vote.   
 
� Thomas E. Dewey would have won the 
1948 presidential election if he had had one 
more vote in each precinct in California and 
Ohio.  
 
� John F. Kennedy defeated Richard Nixon 
in 1960 by a margin of less than one vote 
per precinct nationwide.  
 

Compiled by Florida Atlantic University (www.fau.edu) 

 



 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Unscramble these five Jumbles, one letter to each square, to form ordinary words. Then arrange the letters  
in the shaded squares to form the answer. 

nahd           

           

etiqsuon           

           

otvre           

           

worpolklre           

           

euatsyd           

           

 
  ___________to sign up to work as a pollworker in the November 4, 2008 Presidential Election!  

      

   

 

 
 

Visit the Department’s website at 
www.sfelections.org/pw/quiz/quizmaker.html 
to take a quiz designed to help you test your 
pollworker knowledge. It will take you 20-30 minutes 
to complete all 22 questions.  
 
You will get an instant message as soon as you click 
on your answer. It will tell you if your answer was 
right or wrong and it will tell you what the correct 
answer would have been if you missed it. So, if you 
aren’t sure—guess because you’ll know in an instant 
what the correct answer is.  
 
We hope that you will take the quiz as many times as 
it takes to master the material. The more you know, 
the more confidence you’ll have and the better you’ll 
be able to serve our voters on Election Day!   
 
 

 

 

 


