
We’re going to have our 
hands full separating con-
solidated precincts! Not 
only will we need to lo-
cate an additional 153 
polling places, our poll-
worker hiring goal will 
increase by nearly 40%!  
 
We’ll need to bring many 
new volunteers on board 
to assist San Francisco 
voters on Election Day. 
 
For the first time since 
the 2008 Presidential 
Election, the Pollworker 
Intake Office will open its 
doors to administer as-
sessments, and sign up 
qualified new applicants 
for the always challenging 
and rewarding task of 
serving as a pollworker. 
We will begin hiring in 
the second week of April.  

If you worked one of the 
elections in 2009, you 
probably remember that 
we had fewer polling places 
because California election 
law allows for up to six vot-
ing precincts to be 
“consolidated” into one 
precinct for local, special or 
consolidated elections, or 
statewide elections other 
than the direct primary, 
presidential primary or gen-
eral election. 
 
For the May 19, 2009 Elec-
tion and the November 3, 
2009 Election, 153 of San 
Francisco’s 561 voting pre-
cincts were consolidated 
and that’s why some of you 
were assigned to work at 
new voting locations in-
stead of the sites you may 
have regularly worked in 
the past.  

By consolidating precincts, 
we were able to eliminate 
many inaccessible and 
smaller polling sites and to 
reduce the cost of con-
ducting the elections.  

This same election law, 
however, requires the De-
partment to separate these 
consolidated precincts for 
the upcoming June 8, 2010 
Consolidated Statewide 
Direct Primary Election 
and the November 2, 2010 
Consolidated General 
Election.  

While we have not been 
nominated for a Best 
Training Video Oscar 
(yet!), we have received 
very positive feedback 
from our pollworkers 
about seeing procedures 

and problem-solving 
brought to life on the big 
(ok, well, medium) 
screen. Prepare yourself 
to experience the latest 
creation coming your way 
for the June 2010 election 

in glorious 2D stereo: the 
closing procedures! From 
the gong of 8:00 pm to 
packing up after the Dep-
uty Sheriff’s pick-up, you’ll 
feel like you’re already 
there!   

The Way We Were 

Lights, Camera, Action! 

Do you know 
someone who is… Pollworker Post  

W I N T E R  2 0 1 0  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E L E C T I O N S  

Positive  

Outgoing  

Lively 

Logical 

Willing  

Organized 

Responsible  

Knowledgeable  

Energetic 

Reliable  

If so, encourage 
them to sign up 
to work as a  
pollworker by:  

 
•Contacting  us at 
(415) 554-4395 or 
  
•Applying online at 
sfelections.org/pw  
 
If you are one of 
our highly valued 
veteran workers, 
we want you back!  
 
Send the enclosed 
availability letter 
back to us right 
away!!!  



constitutional because it vio-
lated a political party's First 
Amendment right of association.  
 

Modified Closed Primary :  
In September 2000, the Califor-
nia State Senate passed a bill to 
create a modified version of the 
closed primary; this is the ver-
sion currently used. The law 
took effect on January 1, 2001. 
The "modified closed” primary 
system lets each political party 
decide whether to open their 
primary to voters who did not 
select a political party on their 
voter registration card.  Voters 
who did state a party prefer-
ence are only eligible to vote 
that party’s ballot. 

Closed Primary:  
Until 1996, California had a 
"closed" primary system in 
which only voters who were 
registered members of a politi-
cal party could vote the ballot of 
that political party.  
 

Open Primary:   
In the March 1996 primary, vot-
ers approved Proposition 198, 
which changed the “closed” pri-
mary system to an "open" pri-
mary, in which all registered 
voters could vote for any candi-
date, regardless of political 
party.  However, in June 2000, 
the United States Supreme 
Court overturned Proposition 
198, ruling that California's 
"open" primary system was un-

Unscramble these five Jumbles, one letter to each square, to form ordinary words. Then arrange 
the letters in the shaded squares to form the answer below. 
 

Join us! Return your availability letter for the June 8 Election ______________! 

 
 

The History of California's Primary Election System 

We look forward to having you 
on our team of pollworkers!   

 
We hope that you enjoyed our newsletter. If 
you would like us to cover a particular topic 
in the next edition, please send your ideas to:  
pollworker.communication@sfgov.org 

Pollworker Jumble! 
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Prop 14 : Another Change?  
On the June 8, 2010 ballot, 
voters will consider another re-
form. If approved, Proposition 
14 would replace partisan pri-
maries with a system in which 
candidates of all parties running 
for a Congressional or State 
elected office would be listed on 
the same ballot, and the top two 
vote-getters in the primary 
would advance to the general 
election, regardless of party. Pri-
mary elections for President and 
party central committees would 
still use the modified closed pri-
mary system. If voters approve 
Prop 14, it would take effect in 
the 2012 elections. 


