OFFICIAL MEETING NOTICE

Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco

Executive Committee of the Board of Trustees

Thursday, December 9, 1999

12:00 Noon

Administrative Offices

233 Post Street, 6th Floor Conference Room

 San Francisco, California

AGENDA

I.    
Call to Order - Mrs. Alfred S. Wilsey, President

II.    
Calling of the Roll


Trustees:

Alvin H. Baum, Jr.

Belva Davis

Mrs. Ray Dolby, Vice President/Annual Support

Richard P. Essey

Richard H. Finn, Vice President/Finance

Ms. Frankie Jacobs Gillette, Vice President/Civic Affairs

J. Burgess Jamieson

Diane B. Lloyd-Butler, Vice President/Audience Development

  
J. Alec Merriam, Vice President/Collections

Nion T. McEvoy

Steven MacGregor Read, Vice President/Facilities

Mrs. Harry H. Wetzel

Mrs. Alfred S. Wilsey, President

There will be an opportunity for public comment on each agenda item.

III.  
Report of the President - Mrs. Alfred S. Wilsey

A.  
Consideration and Possible Action to Approve the Minutes of the October 14, 1999


Meeting of the Board of Trustees (See Appendix A)

B.  
Consideration and Possible Action to Adopt a Resolution Accepting the Report 

of the Acquisitions Committee of November 19, 1999 and Approving the Resolutions Contained Therein - J. Alec Merriam, Chair and Vice President of Collections (See Appendix B)

1.    
Purchases

2.    
Purchases Resulting from Authorization to Bid at Auction for


Selection of Photographs

3.
Gifts Offered to the Museums 


4.  
Resolution to Accept the Collection of African Primitive Art and


Collection Documentation from The John Gutmann Revocable Living


Trust

5.  
Purchases Reported for the Record Only

6.  
Deaccessioning



RESOLVED, That the Board of Trustees does hereby accept the Report of


the Acquisitions Committee of November 19, 1999 and approves the resolutions set

forth in Appendix B.

C.
Consideration and Possible Action to Recommend the Adoption of a Resolution



Authorizing the Director to Accept Year End Gifts of Art




RESOLVED, That the Board of Trustees of the Fine Arts Museums

of San Francisco, upon the recommendation of the Chair of the Acquisitions



Committee, does hereby authorize the Director of Museums (or his designee) 



to accept gifts of art offered to the Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco and 



The Fine Arts Museums Foundation from November 19, 1999 (last Acquisitions



Committee meeting) through December 31, 1999, if in his (or his designee’s)



judgment, he deems it acceptable after consultation with first the appropriate

staff curator, or the Acquisitions Committee Chair, or Board President, if



available, before the time by which he or his designee has to accept the offer



of the gift; and, be it




FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Director shall report to the Board of



Trustees at its January 13, 2000 meeting the gifts of art accepted during this



period.

D.
Report on Recent Developments Regarding Plans to Build a New de Young 

Museum in Golden Gate Park 

E.  
Consideration and Possible Action to Adopt a Resolution Recommending to the


Board of Trustees of the Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco that the M. H. de Young 

Memorial Museum be Closed to the Public on December 31, 2000 in Order for It to 

be Vacated and Prepared for the New Construction Project (To Be Distributed)

F.
Consideration and Possible Action to Adopt a Resolution Establishing that Major 

Gifts in Accordance with the Fine Arts Museums’ Donor Recognition Policy to 

the New de Young Capital Campaign Will Be Eligible for Naming Opportunities 

at the California Palace of the Legion of Honor 



WHEREAS, The execution of the Fine Arts Museums’ Facilities Master

Plan calls upon the generosity and public spiritedness of individuals to achieve the

ambitious goals adopted; and

WHEREAS, The Board of Trustees of the Fine Arts Museums adopted a

Donor Recognition Policy that permits the naming of galleries by donors who 

have requested such naming opportunities; 


WHEREAS, Donors of major gifts of $1 million or more to the New de Young

Capital Campaign have or may indicate a preference for a naming opportunity at the 

California Palace of the Legion of Honor; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED, That the Executive Committee of the Board of Trustees 

does hereby establish that major gifts in accordance with the Fine Arts Museums’

Donor Recognition Policy to the New de Young Capital Campaign will be eligible 

for naming opportunities at the California Palace of the Legion of Honor.

G.
Consideration and Possible Action to Adopt a Resolution to Accept the Old Main 

Library Murals by Gottardo Piazzoni for Placement in the New de Young Museum 

Project (as Adopted by the Asian Art Commission on November 29, 1999)

WHEREAS, As part of the New Asian Project to adaptively reuse the Old Main Library as the new home of the Asian Art Museum, 14 mural paintings by artist Gottardo Piazzoni have been removed from the Old Main Library building by the Asian Art Museum; and

WHEREAS, The Asian Art Museum and the Arts Commission jointly created a Committee to Site the Piazzoni Murals to advise as to an appropriate relocation site for the Piazzoni murals; and

WHEREAS, The Committee to Site the Piazzoni Murals was comprised of 2 members of the Arts Commission, 2 members of the Asian Art Commission, and 3 members at large representing artists, art educators and critics; and

WHEREAS, The Committee to Site the Piazzoni Murals conducted a series of meetings over a period of six months, and considered presentations and materials regarding the following proposed relocation sites – the San Francisco Ferry Building, the Great Hall of the Hiram Johnson Building of the San Francisco Civic Center Complex (California Supreme Court Building), the proposed new de Young Museum in Golden Gate Park, the Treasurer’s Building in the Capitol Complex in Sacramento, and the proposed new library building of California State University Monterey Bay; and

WHEREAS, Having considered each of the proposed relocation sites in great detail, the Committee to Site the Piazzoni Murals has recommended that the Piazzoni murals be relocated to the new de Young Museum in Golden Gate Park, and

WHEREAS, This Commission agrees that the new de Young Museum is an excellent relocation site for the Piazzoni murals, and the superior proposal for relocation of all of the available options, for the following reasons:

· The new de Young will provide a room specifically dedicated to the Piazzoni murals, which will reflect in architectural treatment the placement and significant spatial elements of the murals’ original location in the Old Main Library, and which will be compatible with the murals in terms of scale, material, form and content;

· The new de Young will be able to offer security, climate control and other safety features that are appropriate to the stature of the murals as fine works of art, including a newly-constructed seismically safe building;

· The murals will be freely accessible to the public and highly visible;

· The murals will remain in San Francisco in a highly desirable location;

· The museum setting for the murals will enhance their educational value and public appreciation for the murals; and

WHEREAS, The Piazzoni murals, being an excellent example of modern California regionalist painting, are more appropriate to the collection of the Fine Arts Museums than that of the Asian Art Museum; and

WHEREAS, The Fine Arts Museums has offered and agreed to accept the Piazzoni murals for placement in the new de Young Museum, subject to various terms and conditions acceptable to both the Fine Arts Museums Board of Trustees and the Asian Art Commission; now therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That the Asian Art Commission and the Fine Arts Museums Board of Trustees agree that the Piazzoni murals shall be installed at the new de Young Museum in Golden Gate Park, and hereby agree to the following specific terms and conditions regarding the Piazzoni murals:

1. The Asian Art Museum shall complete the removal, conservation, restoration and remounting process for the Piazzoni murals (“conservation process”), using the conservators currently under contract with the Asian Art Museum Foundation; 

2. The Asian Art Museum will oversee the conservation process and ensure that the conservation work meets professional standards appropriate to works of fine art.  The Asian Art Museum and the Fine Arts Museums will communicate during the conservation process, as necessary.  The Asian Art Museum will take into consideration any input from the Fine Arts Museums regarding the final finishing of the murals;

3. The Asian Art Museum shall bear the full expense for the conservation process.  However, any participation by the Fine Arts Museums in the conservation process shall be at the Fine Arts Museums’ own expense;

4. Once the Asian Art Museum has completed the conservation process, the Asian Art Museum shall deliver the murals to a location suitable to the Fine Arts Museums at the Asian Art Museum’s expense;

5. Once the Asian Art Museum has delivered the murals to the location designated by the Fine Arts Museums, the Fine Arts Museums shall bear all future responsibility for the murals at its own expense, including but not limited to storage, maintenance, installation, and display.  Further, should the Fine Arts Museums determine that further conservation measures are desirable, the Fine Arts Museums may undertake such conservation measures at its own expense;

6.  Once the Asian Art Museum has completed the conservation process and delivered the murals to the possession of the Fine Arts Museums, jurisdiction over the murals shall be transferred permanently from the Asian Art Museum to the Fine Arts Museums.  Each museum shall take all steps necessary to perfect this transfer of jurisdiction;

7.  The Asian Art Museum shall provide to the Fine Arts Museums all information in its possession regarding the history, removal, and conservation of the murals;

8.  There shall be no exchange of money between the Asian Art Museum and the Fine Arts Museums in relation to the Piazzoni murals;

 9.
The Asian Art Museum and Fine Arts Museums agree that at least 10 of the mural 

panels (the series entitled “The Land” and “The Sea”) shall be installed in a room 

dedicated to the murals in the new de Young Museum.  The Asian Art Museum does 

not require that the additional 4 panels (entitled "The Mountain," "The Forest," 

"Night," and "Dawn") be displayed at the de Young Museum.  The Fine Arts 

Museums has full discretion to provide for the display, storage, or loan of the 

Piazzoni murals as it deems appropriate.  However, the Fine Arts Museums may 

not sell or otherwise dispose of the murals without the express written consent of 

the Asian Art Museum.

10.  Should the Asian Art Museum and the Fine Arts Museums agree at some point in the future that the murals should be reinstalled in their original location in the Old Main Library building, the Asian Art Museum and Fine Arts Museums shall work 


cooperatively to this end.

H.
Other Informational Items

IV.
Report of the Director - Harry S. Parker III

A.
Consideration and Possible Action to Approve Loan Requests (See Appendix C)

B.    
Report on Fine Arts Museums Operating Statistical Profile with Museum



Comparisons (FY 1997-98 Data from The Association of Art Museum Directors



1999 Statistics Survey - See Appendix D)

C.  
Report on Recovered Dutch Paintings Stolen from the M. H. de Young Memorial



Museum on December 24, 1978

D.  
Report on City Budget

E.
Current and Future Exhibitions

F.
Other Informational Items

V.  
Public Comment

Members of the public may address the Executive Committee on items not on the agenda

which are within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco. Speakers may address the Executive Committee for up to three minutes.

VI. 
Meeting Schedule, Future Events and Current and Future Exhibitions (See Appendix E)

VII.
Adjournment -  Mrs. Alfred S. Wilsey, President

Public Meeting Requirements Relating to Accessibility
The subsequent information is in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA); the following will be made available upon request:

1.
American sign language interpreters

2.
A sound enhancement system

3.
An agenda of meeting available in alternative formats 

4.
A reader during the meeting

To arrange for the above services, please contact Judy Gough at  (415) 750-3669 at least two working days prior to the meeting. 

Minutes of the meeting will be made in alternate formats upon request.  Meeting agendas are available on the Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco website, www.thinker.org.
In order to assist the City's efforts to accommodate persons with severe allergies, environmental illnesses, multiple chemical sensitivity or related disabilities, those attending public meetings are reminded that others may be sensitive to various chemical based products.  Please help the City to accommodate these individuals.   

For access to 233 Post Street by BART, get off at the Montgomery Street Station.  MUNI's wheelchair-accessible No. 38 line may also be taken to Geary and Stockton Streets,  as well as wheelchair-accessible No. 2 line (east bound), which stops close to 233 Post Street.  For more information about MUNI's accessible services, call (415) 923-6142.  Accessible parking space (disabled-designated) is available at the Stockton-Sutter Parking Garage.

Accessible seating for persons with disabilities (including those using wheelchairs) will be provided.  For Telecommunication Device for the Deaf (TDD), the Museums uses the California Relay Service.

Know Your Rights Under the Sunshine Ordinance
Government's duty is to serve the public, reaching its decisions in full view of the public.  Commissions, boards, councils, and other agencies of the City and County exist to conduct the people's business.  This ordinance assures that deliberations are conducted before the people and that City operations are open to the people's review.  For more information on your rights under the Sunshine Ordinance (Chapter 67 of the San Francisco Administrative Code) or to report a violation of the ordinance, contact the Sunshine Ordinance Task Force at 554-6075.   

If you are unable to attend the meeting, you may submit written comments to Judy Gough, Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco, 233 Post Street, 6th Floor, San Francisco, CA, 94108.
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