FINE ARTS MUSEUMS OF SAN FRANCISCO


     Board of Trustees


     January 14, 1999
Call to Order
A meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco was held on 

Thursday, January 14, 1999, in the Board Room of the California Palace of the Legion of Honor, Lincoln Park, San Francisco.  A quorum was present that being one-third of the number of Trustees 

in office.  The meeting was called to order at 3:12 p.m. by Mrs. Alfred S. Wilsey, President. 

Roll Call

The following Trustees were present:



Del M. Anderson

Alvin H. Baum, Jr.

Alix Phillips Becker

George McNear Bowles

Mrs. Philip E. Bowles III

Belva Davis

Mrs. Ray Dolby, Vice President/Annual Support

Richard H. Finn, Vice President/Finance

Mrs. Richard Goodyear

David R. Hoyer

David M. Jamison, Vice President/Audience Development

Diane B. Lloyd-Butler

Mrs. Peter McBean

J. Alec Merriam, Vice President/Collections

Lorna F. Meyer

Josie Mooney

Steven MacGregor Read, Vice President/Facilities

William E. Steen

Marshall I. Wais, Sr.


Mrs. Charles F. Willis



Mrs. Alfred S. Wilsey, President
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Roll Call (continued)

On motion, duly seconded and carried unanimously, the following Trustees were excused:

Mrs. Barbara B. Carleton

Richard P. Essey

Morgan Flagg

Mrs. Lynn C. Fritz

Ms. Frankie Jacobs Gillette, Vice President/Civic Affairs

Richard N. Goldman

Mrs. Nancy Hamon

Beverly James

J. Burgess Jamieson

Ann L. Johnson, M.D.

Stephen L. Johnson

Nion McEvoy

Michael W. Michelson

Michael E. O’Neill

Waldemar Rojas

Dolores G. Terrazas



Burl A. Toler, Sr.



Sidney R. Unobskey

Carlos Pedro Villa

Mrs. Harry H. Wetzel 

Frank Montgomery Woods

The following ex-officio Trustees were unable to be present:

Mayor Willie L. Brown, Jr.

Reverend Yvette Flunder, President, Recreation and Park Commission








Other Trustees in attendance were:

Shirley Breyer Black

Charles Crocker

Princess Ranieri di San Faustino

George Hopper Fitch

William Fries II

Richard W. Goss II

Mrs. Jerrold L. Kingsley

Mrs. James K. McWilliams

Mrs. J. Alec Merriam
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Other Trustees in attendance were (continued):


Kathryn Doyle Spann



Florence Sue Wong

President Wilsey presided; Mrs. Gough acted as Secretary.

Report of the President - Mrs. Alfred S. Wilsey

A.
Consideration and Possible Action to Approve the Minutes of the December


10, 1998 Meeting of the Executive Committee
There being no discussion among the Trustees or members of the public, the


minutes of the December 10, 1998 meeting of the Executive Committee of the Board of 

Trustees, having been mailed in advance to all Trustees, were unanimously approved.

B  
Report on 1998 Year-End Gifts of Works of Art Pursuant to Board


Resolution 1284


Steve Nash, Associate Director of Museums and Chief Curator, presented the

year-end gifts of works of art for 1998 attached to these minutes as Appendix I on page

2455.  These gifts were accepted with sincere appreciation to each donor pursuant to Board Resolution 1284, which allowed the Director or his designee to accept over 250 objects as year-end gifts of works of art from donors during the period from November 24, 1998 (last Acquisitions Committee meeting) through December 31, 1998.


Dr. Nash discussed a number of the year-end gifts:  1) a Mexican Incensario Lid, 600-800 A.D., from Mr. and Mrs. Charles Merrin for the Museums’ pre-Columbian collection; 2) Wednesday, 1960, a Beat Art construction by Bay Area artist Bruce Conner, donated by the artist and his wife, Jean, and Peter and Carole Selz; 3) a Claes Oldenburg ceramic, Wedding Cake, 1996, from James H. Elliott; 4) a partial 40% interest in Diagonal Freeway, 1993, by Wayne Thiebaud from Trustee Morgan Flagg; 5) an Ernest Lawson painting, Cripple Creek, Colorado, circa 1920, from Trustees Gail and Alec Merriam; 6) an additional 10% interest in the Winslow Homer painting, Portrait of Albert Post, circa 1864, from Rollin K. and Diane Post; and 7) a gift from artist Peter Voulkos entitled Dango, 1993, by Jun Kaneko.

A number of year-end gifts were on view at the meeting.  Dr. Nash presented two landscapes by Esaias van den Velde, Dutch, ca. 1590-1630, Rocky Landscape with Travellers on a Path and Two Horsemen on a Path, a gift of Hanna Kleinke.  An extraordinary gift of approximately 62 old master prints from Michael Berolzheimer,

made possible by Trustee Marshall Wais, included 16 prints by Rembrandt Harmensz 

van Rijn, 10 prints by Albrecht Dürer, and 5 Andrea Mantegna prints.  Several works 
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B  
Report on 1998 Year-End Gifts of Works of Art Pursuant to Board


Resolution 1284 (continued)

from the Berolzheimer collection were on view, including a Rembrandt Harmensz 

van Rijn etching, St. Jerome Reading in an Italian Landscape, mid 17th century, given 

in honor of Mr. and Mrs. Marshall Wais.

C.
Report on Recent Developments Regarding the Plans to Rebuild the de Young


Museum in Golden Gate Park


President Wilsey introduced and welcomed Emily Sano, Director of the Asian Art Museum, and Judy Wilbur, Chair of the New Asian Project Executive Committee.  Both were present to address plans for the new Asian Art Museum and its move to the former Old Main Library building in the Civic Center.  Ms. Sano began by providing an overview of the new Asian building.  There are no exterior changes to the building except for the addition of a screen, which covers the HVAC system and slightly alters the roofline.  Ms. Sano noted that the building itself is a contributory building to the Civic Center Landmark District based on its exterior appearance.
The major changes occur within the building.  Architect Gae Aulenti has opened up the two internal light wells, which extend through the entire length of the building.


This newly created space has been enclosed by skylights.  It is intended that visitors will 

be routed through a new first floor court to an escalator at the back of the building to the

second and third level galleries.  The central spine of the building, the original lobby, and 

the grand staircase leading to the great hall on the second floor constitute the most important

historic fabric of the building and will remain intact.  A future, second phase of the building

program will create a new structure at the rear of the building along Hyde Street, which 

will house an auditorium.

Ms. Sano then proceeded to discuss the new Asian floor plans utilizing a number of display boards.  Storage, conservation, preparation, installation, and photography services,

as well as the loading dock, are located underground.  The new first floor extends through a new court to the grand staircase to the back of the building with space allocated for visitor services, volunteer services, three classrooms, a café and a lounge.  The first floor will also include temporary exhibition space.  The former long reading rooms on the second floor will be converted into major galleries.  The third level, created by mezzanines, would display the permanent collection proceeding chronologically from India, to southeast Asia into the Himalayas to China, Korea and Japan.

The removal of the Piazzoni murals will create an open loggia allowing for visual penetration across the building and down into the new first floor court.  This change will enhance circulation and provide a clear sense of the entire museum.  The new Asian
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C.
Report on Recent Developments Regarding the Plans to Rebuild the de Young


Museum in Golden Gate Park (continued)


totals 183,000 gross square feet, 147,000 net square feet, and is approximately double


the size of the current Asian.


Mrs. Wilbur then discussed the new Asian fund raising effort.  It is anticipated

that the remodel and renovation of the existing building will total approximately $120 million.  About $113 million has been raised including $55 million resulting from 1989 and 1994 City bond measures.  The second and third phases of the fund raising campaign pertain to the creation of the auditorium and enlarging the endowment.


Mrs. Wilbur reported that the San Francisco Planning Commission at is meeting on December 10, 1998 voted 6 to 1 to approve the plans for the new Asian Art Museum.  The Board of Supervisors has also voted 9 to 2 to recommend the removal of the Piazzoni 

murals and to identify a new location for them.  The new State of California building on McAllister Street is a possible site.  Mrs. Wilbur concluded her remarks by noting that construction is anticipated to begin in March 1999 with the move of the Asian Art Museum to the renovated building in mid 2001.


President Wilsey thanked Ms. Sano and Mrs. Wilbur for their presentations and

congratulated them for the progress they have made to build a new Asian Art Museum 

for the San Francisco Bay Area.  The Board of Trustees acknowledged their efforts with 

a round of applause.

D.    
Other Information Item



Mrs. Philip E. Bowles, Co-Chair of The Artists Ball II:  Deep Freeze, along with


Stanlee Gatti, and Catherine and Ned Topham (Yerba Buena Center for the Arts), encouraged


everyone to attend this benefit event on Saturday, January 30, 1999.  The event celebrates the

collaboration between the Fine Arts Museums and Yerba Buena Center for the Arts and marks 

the opening of the exhibition Impressionists in Winter:  Effets de Neige at YBC.  Deep Freeze 

benefits both the Museums and YBC.  Reception, dinner and dance tickets are $250 each; 

dance and gourmet buffet tickets are $75 each.
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Director’s Report - Harry S. Parker III
A.    
Consideration and Possible Action to Approve Loan Requests


Mr. Parker presented the following loan requests:


From:

San Francisco Museum of Modern Art


For:

Native Modern:  Charles Sheeler and Precisionism




San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, San Francisco, CA:




02/18/99 - 04/27/99

1.

Charles Demuth, American, 1883-1935




From the Garden of the Chateau, 1921




Oil on canvas, 20 x 25 (50.8 x 63.5 cm)




Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco, Museum Purchase,




Roscoe and Margaret Oakes Income Fund, Ednah Root, and the




Walter H. and Phyllis J. Shorenstein Foundation Fund

1990.4  A311289

2.

Charles Sheeler, American, 1883-1965

Kitchen, Williamsburg, 1937

Oil on hardboard, 10 x 14 (25.4 x 35.6 cm)

Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco, Gift of Mr. and Mrs. John D.

Rockefeller 3rd
1993.35.24  A310962


Stipulations: 
The works will be accompanied by a FAMSF courier to and




from the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art.  All related expenses 

are to be paid by requesting organization.

*****
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A.  
Consideration and Possible Action to Approve Loan Requests (continued)


From:

Musée Marmottan - Claude Monet


For:

Monet Collectionneur




Musée Marmottan, Paris, France:  04/27/99 - 08/01/99



Pierre-Auguste Renoir, French, 1841-1919




Madame Clemetine Valensi Stora (L’Algerienne), 1870




Oil on canvas, 33 ¼ x 23 ½ (84.5 x 59.7 cm)




Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco, Gift of Mr. and Mrs.




Prentis Cobb Hale in Honor of Thomas Carr Howe, Jr.

1966.47  A303295


Stipulations:
The painting will be accompanied by a FAMSF courier to and




from Paris.  All related expenses are to be paid by requesting




organization.

*****


From:

New Orleans Museum of Art


For:

Degas and New Orleans:  A French Impressionist in America




New Orleans Museum of Art:  05/01/99 - 08/29/99




Ordrupgaard, Copenhagen:  09/16/99 - 11/28/99




Edgar Degas, French, 1834-1917




Musicians in the Orchestra (Portrait of Desire Dihau), circa 1870




Oil on canvas, 19 ¼ x 23 ½ (48.9 x 59.7 cm)




Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco, Mildred Anna Willliams




Collection

1952.69  A303280

Stipulations:
The painting will be accompanied by a FAMSF courier to New Orleans

and return from Copenhagen.  Must travel with courier between venues.  All related expenses are to be paid by requesting organization.

*****
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A.  
Consideration and Possible Action to Approve Loan Requests (continued)


From:

Kunstforum Wien


For:

Cezanne:  Finished - Unfinished




Kunstforum Wien, Austria:  01/19/2000 - 04/25/2000




Kunsthaus, Zurich, Switzerland:  05/05/2000 - 07/30/2000




Paul Cezanne, French, 1839-1906




The Rocks in the Park of the Chateau Noir, circa 1898




Oil on canvas, 24 x 32 (61 x 81.3 cm)




Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco, Mildred Anna Willliams




Collection

1977.4 A303289

Stipulations:
The painting will be accompanied by a FAMSF courier to Vienna and

return from Zurich.  Must travel with courier between venues.  All related

expenses are to be paid by requesting organization.

*****


From:

Osterreichische Galerie, Vienna, Austria


For:

American Painting of the 19th Century




Osterreichische Galerie, Belvedere Palace, Vienna, Austria:




03/17/99 - 6/20/99


John Frederick Peto, American, 1854-1907



The Cup We All Race 4, circa 1900



Oil on canvas and wood panel, 25 ½ x 21 ½ (64.8 x 54.6 cm)



Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco, Gift of Mr. and Mrs. John D.



Rockefeller 3rd to the Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco

1979.7.80 A310977

Charles Willson Peale, American, 1741-1827

Self-Portrait, 1821-1822

Oil on canvas, 29 ¼ x 24 1/8 (74.3 x 61.3 cm)

Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco, Gift of Mr. and Mrs. John D. 

Rockefeller 3rd 

1993.35.22 A311342
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A.  
Consideration and Possible Action to Approve Loan Requests (continued)

Winslow Homer, American, 1836-1910

The Bright Side, 1865

Oil on Canvas, 12 ¾ x 17 (32.4 x 43.2 cm)

Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco, Gift of Mr. and Mrs. John D.

Rockefeller 3rd
1979.7.56 A311318

Stipulations:
The paintings will be accompanied by a FAMSF courier to and from 

Vienna.  All related expenses are to be paid by requesting organization.


A motion was made and seconded to approve the above loans.  There was no 

discussion among the Trustees or members of the public.  The Board of Trustees voted

unanimously to approve the loans subject to the conditions stated.

B.
Consideration and Possible Action to Adopt a Resolution to Request The Fine 

Arts Museums Foundation to Establish an Endowment Fund Entitled the 

Francis S. Goldsmith Exhibition Fund 


Mr. Parker reported that the Museums were informed that Francis S. Goldsmith, 

who resided in San Francisco, left a bequest to the Museums to establish a fund with the annual income to be used for the display of traveling exhibitions initially mounted by 

Jewish museums elsewhere.  Mr. Parker pointed out that several recent exhibitions, Dead Sea Scrolls and Ancient Glass from the Holy Land, would have met the restrictions of this bequest, and that future opportunities exist to utilize the bequest as Mr. Goldsmith wished.  A preliminary distribution in the amount of $2,800,000 has been received by the Museums.

The following resolution was introduced:



WHEREAS, In early June 1998, Mortimer H. Herzstein, attorney

representing the Estate of Francis S. Goldsmith, informed the Museums that

decedent Francis S. Goldsmith named the Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco

as a beneficiary to establish the Francis S. Goldsmith Exhibition Fund, the

annual income therefrom to be used for the display at its facilities in

San Francisco of traveling exhibitions initially mounted by Jewish museums

elsewhere; and

 
WHEREAS, A preliminary distribution from the Estate of Francis S.

Goldsmith in the amount of $2,800,000 was received on December 23, 1998;

now, therefore, be it
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B.
Consideration and Possible Action to Adopt a Resolution to Request The Fine 

Arts Museums Foundation to Establish an Endowment Fund Entitled the 

Francis S. Goldsmith Exhibition Fund (continued)

RESOLVED, That the Board of Trustees of the Fine Arts Museums 

of San Francisco does hereby request The Fine Arts Museums Foundation to 

establish and manage the Francis S. Goldsmith Exhibition Fund as an endowed

fund of the Foundation for the exclusive benefit of the Fine Arts Museums in

accordance with Mr. Goldsmith’s bequest; and, be it 


FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Fine Arts Museums Foundation

will be requested to submit quarterly reports on the performance of the Francis

  
S. Goldsmith Exhibition Fund to the Board of Trustees of the Fine Arts

  
Museums of San Francisco and to respond promptly to any and all requests

for additional information from the Board of Trustees of the Fine Arts Museums

of San Francisco regarding the performance of the Fund; and, be it

FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Board of Trustees of the Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco expresses sincere gratitude to decedent Francis S.

Goldsmith for his extraordinary generosity in support of the Fine Arts Museums

of San Francisco.



A motion to adopt the above resolution was made and seconded.  There was no


discussion among Trustees.  There was no public testimony.  The Board of Trustees voted


unanimous to adopt the resolution as Board Resolution 1286.
C.
Update on City Budget


Mr. Parker advised that extensive fiscal year 1999-2000 budget preparation is underway.  Additionally, an adjustment has been made to the current 1998-99 fiscal year budget involving the use of the City guard force rather than contract guards for temporary exhibitions. 

D.    
Consideration and Possible Action to Adopt a Resolution for the Board 

President and Director of Museums to Submit the Fiscal Year 1999-2000 Budget Request



A motion was made and seconded to adopt the following motion.  There was


no discussion among Trustees.  There was no public testimony.  The Board of Trustees


voted unanimously to adopt the subsequent resolution as Board Resolution 1287.




RESOLVED, That the Board of Trustees of the Fine Arts Museums



does hereby authorize the Board President and the Director of Museums
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D.  
Consideration and Possible Action to Adopt a Resolution for the Board 

President and Director of Museums to Submit the Fiscal Year 1999-2000 Budget Request



to sign and submit the Fiscal Year 1999-2000 City Budget request for the



Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco.

E.  
Current and Future Exhibits



At the request of Mr. Parker, Steve Nash, Chief Curator, discussed the Picasso


and the War Years exhibition, which closed at the Legion of Honor on January 3, 1999.

The exhibition was well received and highly acclaimed as evidenced by a number of national and local newspaper articles, which were circulated at the meeting.  Dr. Nash

noted that almost 25,000 visitors viewed the exhibition during the week between the Christmas and New Year’s holidays, clearly a weekly attendance record for the Legion.  Total attendance was approximately 175,000 visitors, averaging 330 visitors per hour. 

The exhibition attracted over 7,496 new Fine Arts Museums members.  Over 5,000 individuals attended more than twenty education programs.  In excess of 3,750 catalogues were sold.  Dr. Nash was congratulated on the success of Picasso and the War Years, which opens at the Guggenheim Museum in New York City on February 5th.


Tim Burgard, Curator of American Art, introduced New York-based artist and guest curator, Fred Wilson.  Mr. Wilson, internationally known for his museum interventions,

has created The Greeting Gallery at the de Young Museum, a glass room housing objects with religious and cultural significance for indigenous peoples around the world.  Interventions continue throughout the de Young galleries.  The Greeting Gallery is part of the Out of Bounds exhibitions presented by Yerba Buena Center for the Arts at the de Young Museum.

Mr. Wilson stated that his work attempts to challenge the viewers’ ideas about the traditional role of the museum.  The ways in which western and ethnographic cultures are viewed are of particular interest to him.  A 19th century American wreath was on view as an example.  The wreath was highly appreciated and finely created at a certain point in time.


However, it is made of hair.  Given how time has changed American culture, this object is

no longer viewed in the same way.  Throughout the de Young Museum, Mr. Wilson’s thought provoking interventions challenge the viewer to see things differently.

Lynn Orr, Curator of European paintings, then discussed the exhibition

Impressionists in Winter:  Effets de Neige, which opens at Yerba Buena Center for the Arts on January 31, 1999.  The exhibition underscores one of the central issues of Impressionism, a historically unprecedented dedication to painting the specific effects of weather and light.  It is the first exhibition to focus exclusively on Impressionist winter landscape paintings 
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E.  
Current and Future Exhibits (continued)

titled or subtitled, effet de neige, or snow effect.  Impressionists in Winter:  Effets de Neige

includes fifty-five paintings by Claude Monet, Camille Pissarro, Alfred Sisley, Pierre-

Auguste Renoir, Gustave Caillebotte, and Paul Gauguin.  Organized by The Phillips 

Collection in Washington, D.C., San Francisco is the only West Coast venue.  

Kathy Hodgson, Director of Exhibitions, commented on the major effort underway

to install the Impressionists in Winter exhibition at Yerba Buena Center for the Arts.  Walls and pre-fabricated pylons were built to create an intimate gallery space out of the large gallery setting at YBC in order to accommodate the small Impressionist paintings.  Security, ticket and crowd control staff are in place.  Approximately 110,000 visitors viewed the exhibition at The Phillips Collection.  Attendance at YBC is expected to double that number.


The unique, collaborative effort between FAMSF and YBC to exchange exhibitions has proven beneficial to both institutions.  It has been an opportunity to work together to develop mutually beneficial programs in education, development, marketing and membership.  Mr. Parker encouraged all to attend Impressionists in Winter:  Effets de Neige at Yerba Buena Center and Out of Bounds (Contemporary Art from Cuba:  Irony and Survival on the Utopian Island, The Greeting Gallery and Microminiatures from Armenia) at the de Young Museum.

F.
Update on Trip to Guatemala Made by the Director of Museums and


Curator for Africa, Oceania and the Americas to Meet with the Minister


of Culture and Subsequent Discussions with Mexican Authorities Regarding 

the Museums’ Intention to Acquire Limestone Relief: Stela of a Ruler, A.D.

671, and Consideration and Possible Action to Adopt a Resolution to 

Acquire Said Stela

Mr. Parker advised that the Acquisitions Committee at its May 28, 1998 meeting approved the purchase of Limestone Relief: Stela of a Ruler, 671 A.D., pending resolution of all legal conditions.  Nine months have been spent determining all issues connected with the authenticity, attribution, and acquisition of the stela.  The work accomplished during these nine months has, in fact, established a unique approach for an American art museum to ethically acquire an ancient object.  Mr. Parker stated that the stela represents the most significant object to be acquired by the Fine Arts Museums in the past ten years.

Kathy Berrin, Curator of Africa, Oceania and the Americas, was introduced and requested to describe the Limestone Relief: Stela of a Ruler.  Ms. Berrin began her


remarks by stating that the stela is a Mayan monument dating to 671 A.D.  It is a free 

standing object, 8 feet tall and 4 feet wide, which was meant to be seen outdoors.  The base 
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F.
Update on Trip to Guatemala Made by the Director of Museums and


Curator for Africa, Oceania and the Americas to Meet with the Minister


of Culture and Subsequent Discussions with Mexican Authorities Regarding 

the Museums’ Intention to Acquire Limestone Relief: Stela of a Ruler, A.D.

671, and Consideration and Possible Action to Adopt a Resolution to 

Acquire Said Stela (continued)

and the upper portions of the stela are missing.  A stela is a monumental stone pillar set upright in commemoration of a Mayan religious or political ruler and in commemoration of an important religious or political event.  Limestone Relief: Stela of a Ruler comes from the southern lowlands of the Mayan region and was once part of a large archeological setting.  Most stela depict male rulers, but this stela depicts a royal female making it truly unique.  Her body stands towards the front, but her face is turned to the viewer’s left.  In her arms, she bears a huge vision serpent out of whose mouth comes a principal Mayan deity.  The royal female is surrounded by four hieroglyphic texts, which have been read by a number of epigraphers.  The texts indicate that “A Royal Lady from Tikal or Dos Pilas” had her stela erected on the event of a half period, corresponding to the A.D. 67l date.  

The Fine Arts Museums have consulted with a wide variety of scholars in the fields of Mayan art, archeology and epigraphy, in order to study the iconography and style of the stela and to determine the original archeological source.  No one has been able to pinpoint its original site with absolute certainty.  Guatemala, Mexico or Belize are likely origins.  In reality, the stela is a mixture of elements from all three countries.  Most of the art historians and archeologists consulted believe that the stela derives from an unknown site of the bordering areas of Mexico and Guatemala.

Mr. Parker noted that unusual lengths need to be taken and were taken to determine all the issues associated with the authenticity, attribution and acquisition of a Mayan monument of this significance.  He reported that the Museums consulted John Henry Merryman, a Stanford University Professor of Law Emeritus, who is highly regarded for his expertise in antiquities law.  Professor Merryman helped to assure the Museums that the stela entered the United States before the 1) 1971 treaty between the United States and Mexico relating to archeological monuments, and 2) the United States Senate accepted the 1972 UNESCO Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit Import, Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property, prohibiting museums from acquiring antiquities which have entered the United States after 1972.  Professor Merryman further advised that discussions with the host country be undertaken.


In September 1998, Mr. Parker and Kathy Berrin traveled to Guatemala to meet

with Arq. Federico Fahsen Ortega, former Guatemalan Ambassador to the United States

and Mayan epigrapher.  At his suggestion, Mr. Parker, Ms. Berrin and Conservator Lesley

Bone returned to Guatemala in December 1998 to confer with Arg. Augusto Vela Mena, Guatemalan Minister of Culture and Sports.  Board Resolution 1283, adopted by
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F.
Update on Trip to Guatemala Made by the Director of Museums and


Curator for Africa, Oceania and the Americas to Meet with the Minister


of Culture and Subsequent Discussions with Mexican Authorities Regarding 

the Museums’ Intention to Acquire Limestone Relief: Stela of a Ruler, A.D.

671, and Consideration and Possible Action to Adopt a Resolution to 

Acquire Said Stela (continued)

the Executive Committee at its December 10, 1998 meeting was delivered to Cultural

Minister Vela Mena.  This resolution outlined the Museums’ position, stated the intention

to acquire the stela and the Museums’ desire to preserve and bring world recognition to

Guatemalan national patrimony.  Cultural Minster Vela Mena welcomed the dialogue,

noted that no other American museum had ever initiated such discussions, and stated

he would not object to the acquisition of the stela by the Fine Arts Museums.  He

referenced an agreement between Guatemala and Mexico to preserve ancient objects, and

suggested that the Museums also apprise Mexican authorities of its intentions to acquire the stela.

Ms. Berrin then contacted Lic. Ma. Teresa Franco, the Director General of the

Instituto Nacional de Antropologia e Historia, and Dr. Joacquin Garcia Barcena of

Instituto Nacional de Artropologia e Historia (designated by Lic. Ma. Franco for a

final opinion).  Dr. Garcia Barcena concurred that the stela was most likely from

Guatemala, that the Administration of the Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco had

taken correct steps, and under the present circumstances that it was appropriate for the

Museums to proceed with the acquisition of the stela in accordance with the December

10, 1998 Executive Committee resolution.

Mr. Parker noted the possibility of some vulnerability for the Museums if the attitudes of future Guatemalan and Mexican officials change.  However, well documented records supporting the acquisition of the stela exist, and a cooperative relationship has been established with these countries.  Mr. Parker reported that Mrs. Paul L. Wattis, Trustee Emerita, supports the acquisition of the stela and the use of Wattis funds for this $1.5 million purchase.

Mr. Parker acknowledged Ms. Berrin’s commitment and persistence in acquiring the stela, and stated their belief that it is an ethical, legal and highly desirable action for the Board of Trustees to authorize the acquisition of Limestone Relief: Stela of a Ruler.  He then presented the following resolution:

WHEREAS, The Vision Serpent Stela first presented at the May 28, 

1998 Acquisition Committee of The Fine Arts Museums of  San Francisco was 

approved for purchase pending resolution of all legal conditions and the funding

approval of Mrs. Paul L. Wattis, Trustee Emerita; and
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F.
Update on Trip to Guatemala Made by the Director of Museums and


Curator for Africa, Oceania and the Americas to Meet with the Minister


of Culture and Subsequent Discussions with Mexican Authorities Regarding 

the Museums’ Intention to Acquire Limestone Relief: Stela of a Ruler, A.D.

671, and Consideration and Possible Action to Adopt a Resolution to 

Acquire Said Stela (continued)

WHEREAS, Professor John Henry Merryman, Stanford University 

Professor of Law Emeritus and expert in antiquities law, prepared a detailed 

legal memorandum dated August 5, 1998 (“Maya Antiquity Query”), which 

was reviewed at length at the September 23, 1998 Acquisitions Committee 

meeting; and

WHEREAS, The Museums have consulted widely, and to the best of their 

ability, over a nine month period with a variety of prominent archaeologists, art 

historians, epigraphers, and museum professionals in order to determine all issues connected with the authenticity, attribution, and acquisition of the stela; and

WHEREAS, The specific archaeological origin of the stela in either 

Guatemala or Mexico is problematic and cannot be stylistically or iconographically determined, according to a lengthy memorandum dated November 4, 1998 from Mary Miller, expert in Maya sculpture and Vincent Scully Professor of the History of Art at Yale University; and 

WHEREAS, It was suggested by a number of experts and professionals 

contacted that it would be most prudent to consult directly with the government of Guatemala before proceeding further; and

WHEREAS, Director Harry S. Parker III and Curator Kathleen Berrin 

traveled to Guatemala City to meet with former Ambassador to the United States

and Maya epigrapher, Arq. Federico Fahsen Ortega, in September 1998, in order to explain the situation and receive advice about how best to make official contact 

with the Guatemalan government regarding acquisition of an object, which could 

likely be considered Guatemalan National Patrimony; and

WHEREAS, A plan of action was proposed by Mr. Parker to the 

Acquisitions Committee at its November 24, 1998 meeting in which a second 

trip would be made by Mr. Parker and Mrs. Berrin to Guatemala City in order to

meet and confer directly with the Guatemalan Minister of Culture and Sports, 

Arq. Augusto Vela Mena, and thereby allay all concerns expressed regarding the complicated and controversial nature of unprovenanced antiquities; and
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F.
Update on Trip to Guatemala Made by the Director of Museums and


Curator for Africa, Oceania and the Americas to Meet with the Minister


of Culture and Subsequent Discussions with Mexican Authorities Regarding 

the Museums’ Intention to Acquire Limestone Relief: Stela of a Ruler, A.D.

671, and Consideration and Possible Action to Adopt a Resolution to 

Acquire Said Stela (continued)

WHEREAS, An eleven point Resolution was passed by the Executive 

Committee of the Board of Trustees on December 10, 1998, outlining the

Museums’ position, stating the intent to acquire the stela and the Museums’ 

desire to preserve and bring world recognition to Guatemalan national patrimony; and 

WHEREAS, A second trip was made to Guatemala by Mr. Parker, 

Mrs. Berrin, and Conservator Lesley Bone in December 1998, in which the December 10, 1998 Executive Committee Resolution was delivered, the points discussed, and Guatemalan officials concluded that failing to have any firm evidence about the precise site location of the stela or documentation on the date and manner of its removal, that they do not object to the Museums’ acquisition of it under the present circumstances; and

WHEREAS, In light of a recent bilateral agreement between Guatemala 

and Mexico to protect resources in overlapping areas, Culture Minister Vela Mena

suggested that the Museums also apprise Mexico of our intentions to acquire 

the stela; and

WHEREAS, Kathleen Berrin then sent a letter to Lic. Ma. Teresa Franco, 

the Director General of the Instituto Nacional de Antropologia e Historia, on 

December 14, 1998 describing the stela situation in detail as well as providing 

a copy of the December 10, 1998 Executive Committee Resolution and an image 

of the stela, and then followed up with a phone call to insure receipt of all 

information; and 

WHEREAS, As a result of the phone call to Lic. Ma. Teresa Franco,

Kathleen Berrin then contacted Dr. Joaquin Garcia Barcena of Instituto Nacional 

de Artropologia e Historia (designated by Lic. Ma. Franco for a final opinion), 

and Dr. Garcia Barcena concurred that the stela was most likely from Guatemala,

that the Administration of the Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco had taken 

correct steps, and under the present circumstances that it was appropriate for the Museums to proceed with the acquisition of the stela in accordance with the 

December 10, 1998 Executive Committee Resolution; and
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F.
Update on Trip to Guatemala Made by the Director of Museums and


Curator for Africa, Oceania and the Americas to Meet with the Minister


of Culture and Subsequent Discussions with Mexican Authorities Regarding 

the Museums’ Intention to Acquire Limestone Relief: Stela of a Ruler, A.D.

671, and Consideration and Possible Action to Adopt a Resolution to 

Acquire Said Stela (continued)

WHEREAS, At a meeting with Trustee J. Alec Merriam, Chair of the

Acquisitions Committee, Dr. Steven Nash, Chief Curator, and Harry S. Parker III,

Director of Museums, Mrs. Wattis expressed approval for purchase of the stela 

by the Museums with Wattis funds; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That the Board of Trustees of the Fine Arts Museums of 

San Francisco does hereby authorize the acquisition of the Vision Serpent Stela. 


A motion to adopt the above resolution was made and seconded.  There was no

discussion among Trustees.  There was no public testimony.  The Board of Trustees

voted unanimously to adopt the above resolution as Board Resolution 1288.
G.
Other Informational Items

1.    
Agendas for Meetings of the Board of Trustees and the 


Executive Committee of the Board of Trustees of the Fine 

Arts Museums of San Francisco Available on the Fine Arts 

Museums of San Francisco Website, www.thinker.org, 

Effective January 8, 1999


The Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco has passed a

resolution urging each city department to list the agendas for its commission or board

meetings on the Internet.  Effective January 8, 1999, agendas for meetings of the

Board of Trustees and the Executive of the Board of Trustees of the Fine Arts Museums

of San Francisco will be available on the FAMSF website, www.thinker.org.
Report of the Education Committee - Mrs. Charles F. Willis, Chair

The Artist’s Studio is expected to open during the Youth Arts Festival, scheduled for May 5-9, 1999, and will replicate an artist’s environment complete with photographs of artists at work on the walls and computers to access artists’ websites and the FAMSF website, www.thinker.org.  The Studio has been made possible through the generosity of Robert and Carole McNeil and the establishment of the McNeil Volunteer Recognition Award.  Cheryl Bancroft, one of the two initial award recipients, had designated the $25,000 award towards the creation of an Artist’s Studio in Gallery 5 at the de Young Museum. 
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Report of the Education Committee - Mrs. Charles F. Willis, Chair (continued)

In addition, Trustee Willis announced that the Museums won an award from the California Alliance 

for Art Education for its contributions to art education in Northern California.  Collaborative education outreach efforts with Yerba Buena Center for the Arts focus on two symposia, Braving the Elements, to be held on February 7th, and Images of Chinatown before the Earthquake, on February 23rd.

Trustee Flo Wong expressed appreciation to Mr. Parker and Karin Breuer, Associate Curator for

the Achenbach Foundation for Graphic Arts, for organizing the exhibition San Francisco’s Old Chinatown:  Photographs by Arnold Genthe at the de Young Museum.  This popular exhibition has helped to establish relationships with the Chinese Culture Foundation in San Francisco, the Chinese Historical Society, the Chinese Six Companies, the Chinese Chamber of Commerce, and the Chinese speaking media.

Report of the Audience Development and Marketing Committee, David M. Jamison,

Chair and Vice President

Trustee Jamison announced that membership in the Fine Arts Museums totals 51,260 members, a near term record.  Gina Tan, Director of Membership and Annual Fund, commented that the 7,496

new members acquired during Picasso and the War Years represents a conversion rate of about 4

percent of those attending the exhibition.  Approximately 50 percent of the new members came from onsite sales; 2,400 new members from the direct mail effort; and 1,300 new members joined

through a mailing to former members whose memberships had lapsed.  The Board of Trustees congratulated Ms. Tan with a round of applause.

The Veteran’s Day program on November 11, 1998 at the Legion of Honor was a great success.

Not only were veterans recognized, but the Legion was celebrated as a place of historical significance.  The program served as the impetus to begin planning the 75th anniversary of the Legion of Honor, which occurs this year.  Plans are being made for this celebration.  Exhibitions and acquisitions will be highlighted, education programs will be featured, and a number of outreach activities and special events will be organized.

Trustee Jamieson stressed the importance of the unique outreach opportunities afforded by the venue exchange between Yerba Buena Center for the Arts and the Museums.  Visitor surveys will be coordinated by Pam McDonald, Director of Audience Development and Civic Affairs, as a means of measuring the effects of the venue changes, special events, and diversity programs. 

Public Comment
Members of the public may address the Board of Trustees on items not on the agenda that are within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco.  Speakers may address the Board for up to three minutes; the President or the Board of Trustees may limit the 

total time for public comment to thirty minutes.  There was no public comment.
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Meeting Schedule 

A.
Executive Committee Meetings 
  
Date



Time

Location
  
February 11, 1999

Noon

233 Post Street, SF

  
March 11, 1999

Noon

233 Post Street, SF

     
May 13, 1999


Noon

233 Post Street, SF

  
September 9, 1999

Noon

233 Post Street, SF

  
November 11, 1999

Noon

233 Post Street, SF

   
December 9, 1999

Noon

233 Post Street, SF

B.
Board of Trustees Meetings

Date



Time

Location


April 8, 1999


3 p.m.

Gallery 23, de Young Museum


June 10, 1999


3 p.m.

Board Room, Legion of Honor



October 14, 1999

3 p.m.

Gallery 23, de Young Museum

Future Events
Date



Event







January 19, 1999

Museums Associates Trip to Los Angeles 

County Museum of Art, Van Gogh’s Van Gogh:





Masterpieces from the Van Gogh Museum


January 30, 1999

Artist’s Ball Benefit



February 3-7, 1999

Museum Associates Trip to the Guggenheim







Museum in New York City for the Opening of







Picasso and the War Years:  1937-1945


February 11, 1999

Victoria and Albert Opening




February 16, 1999

William Fries II Dinner



March 15-19, 1999

Bouquets to Art

Current and Future Exhibitions
*Exhibitions organized by FAMSF

Title





Date


Museum/Gallery
Gallery One - Exhibition for Children
Ongoing

de Young Gallery One


Recent Costume Acquisitions II*

07/11/98-02/14/99
de Young 22


Picasso as Illustrator*



10/02/98-01/31/99
Legion L
Arnold Genthe*



12/19/98-03/28/99
de Young 36/37
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Current and Future Exhibitions (continued)
*Exhibitions organized by FAMSF

Title





Date


Museum/Gallery
Fred Wilson Greeting Room


01/16/99-05/02/99
de Young 44

Contemporary Art from Cuba


01/16/99-05/02/99
de Young 44

Microminiatures from Armenia

01/16/99-05/02/99
de Young 44


Impressionists in Winter:  Effets de Neige
01/31/99-05/02/99
Center for Arts 











Yerba Buena Gardens

A Grand Design:  The Art of the

02/13/99-05/09/99
Legion B-F


  Victoria and Albert Museum




& Rosekrans


American Artists’ Books:  1980’s - 1990’s*
02/06/99-05/16/99
Legion L

Selections from the Anderson Collection:
02/06/99-04/25/99
Legion A


  Motherwell’s A la Pintura*


Opera Costume*



02/27/99-06/27/99
de Young 22

Bouquets to Art



03/15/99-03/19/99
Legion All

Theater & Dance Collection (Memorial

  Exhibition for Nancy Van Norman Baer)*
04/10/99-07/04/99
de Young 36-37

Selections from the Anderson Collection:

  Claes Oldenburg Prints & Multiples
*
05/01/99-07/25/99
Legion A

Artists Studio*




05/01/99-Ongoing
de Young 5


Youth Arts Festival



05/05/99-05/09/99
de Young


Francis Bacon:  A Retrospective

06/13/99-08/02/99
Legion B-E


  Exhibition







& Rosekrans


Saxe Collection*



06/26/99-10/17/99
de Young 41-44


Wedding Dresses from the Permanent


  Collection*




07/00/99-01/00/00
de Young 22


John Gutmann Bequests*


07/24/99-10/3/99
de Young 36-37


Anderson:  Richard Diebenkorn’s 41 


  Etchings*




07/31/99-11/28/99
Legion A


Logan Book Gallery*



08/28/99-12/05/99
Legion L


Alain Kirili with Rodin Sculpture

09/00/99-12/00/99
Legion 8-10-12


Gantner-Meyer Collection of


09/18/99-01/09/00
Legion B-F


  Aborginal Art*






& Rosekrans


Art for Elders




09/28/99-10/03/99
de Young


Wiedersperg Collection*


10/30/99-04/30/00
de Young TBA

Anderson:  Legendary Lithography:

  Prints from ULAE*



11/00/99-01/00/00
Legion A

Nurturing the Future:  The Art and 

11/20/99-02/12/00
de Young 44

  Collection of David C. Driskell
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Adjournment - Mrs. Alfred S. Wilsey, President

There being no further business, President Wilsey adjourned the meeting at 4: 35 p.m., in memory of Mrs. John J. Ide, Honorary Trustee.







Respectfully submitted,








Judy Gough








Executive Secretary








Museums

Note:  These minutes set forth all actions taken up by the Board of Trustees on matters stated,

but not necessarily in the order in which the matters were considered.
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