
FINE ARTS MUSEUMS OF SAN FRANCISCO


Board of Trustees

Annual Meeting


April 8, 1999

Call to Order
The annual meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco was held on Thursday, April 8, 1999, in Gallery 23 of the M. H. de Young Memorial Museum, Golden Gate

Park, San Francisco.  A quorum was present that being one-third of the number of Trustees in office.  The meeting was called to order at 3:11 p.m. by Mrs. Alfred S. Wilsey, President. 

Roll Call

The following Trustees were present:

Del M. Anderson

Mrs. Barbara B. Carleton

Belva Davis

Mrs. Ray Dolby, Vice President/Annual Support

Richard P. Essey

Richard H. Finn, Vice President of Finance

Morgan Flagg

Ms. Frankie Jacobs Gillette, Vice President/Civic Affairs

Mrs. Richard Goodyear

Beverly James

J. Burgess Jamieson

David M. Jamison, Vice President/Audience Development

Ann L. Johnson, M.D.

J. Alec Merriam, Vice President/Collections

William E. Steen

Burl A. Toler, Sr.



Marshall I. Wais, Sr.

Mrs. Harry H. Wetzel

Mrs. Charles F. Willis

Mrs. Alfred S. Wilsey, President

Frank Montgomery Woods
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Calling of the Role (continued)

On motion, duly seconded and carried unanimously, the following Trustees were excused:

Alvin H. Baum, Jr.

Alix Phillips Becker

George McNear Bowles

Mrs. Philip E. Bowles III

Mrs. Lynn C. Fritz

Richard N. Goldman

Mrs. Nancy Hamon

David R. Hoyer

Stephen L. Johnson

Diane B. Lloyd-Butler

Mrs. Peter McBean

Nion McEvoy

Lorna F. Meyer

Michael W. Michelson

Josie Mooney

Michael E. O’Neill

Steven MacGregor Read, Vice President of Facilities

Waldemar Rojas

Dolores G. Terrazas

Sidney R. Unobskey

Carlos Pedro Villa

The following ex-officio Trustees were unable to be present:

Mayor Willie L. Brown, Jr.

James Salinas, Sr., President, Recreation and Park Commission








Other Trustees in attendance were:

Mrs. Ransom S. Cook

Charles Crocker

Keith Eickman

George Hopper Fitch

Mrs. Leonard E. Kingsley

Mr. Leonard E. Kingsley

Mrs. William B. MacColl, Jr.

George M. Marcus
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Other Trustees in attendance were (continued):

Mrs. J. Alec Merriam


Kathryn Doyle Spann



William A. Stimson

Florence Sue Wong

President Wilsey presided; Mrs. Gough acted as Secretary.

Report of the Nominating Committee - Frank Montgomery Woods, Chair


A.
Consideration and Possible Action to Elect New Trustees to the Board


of Trustees of the Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco



The nominees for election to the Board of Trustees for an initial term of three


years to end in April 2002 were:




Mrs. David P. Bancroft

T. Robert Burke

N. John Douglas




George Hecksher




Robert T. Morrow III




Mrs. Thomas P. Rohlen




George B. Saxe




Vivian Fei Tsen



On motion, duly seconded, there was no discussion among the Trustees.  There


was no public testimony.  The Board of Trustees voted unanimously to elect the 

nominees to three year terms to expire in April 2002.

B.  
Welcome New Trustees

Trustees Mrs. David P. Bancroft, T. Robert Burke, N. John Douglas, George Hecksher, Mrs. Thomas P. Rohlen, George B. Saxe, and Vivian Fei Tsen joined the meeting and were individually introduced by Trustee Woods.  They were welcomed by a round of applause.  Trustee Robert P. Morrow III was unable to be present.

-2490-

Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco

Board of Trustees - Annual Meeting

April 8, 1999

Report of the Nominating Committee - Frank Montgomery Woods, Chair (continued)


C.
Consideration and Possible Action to Re-elect Trustees to a Second Term

The nominees for a second term of three years to end in April 2002 were:



Barbara B. Carleton



Mrs. Lynn C. Fritz



Beverly James



Ann L. Johnson, M.D.



Stephen L. Johnson



Mrs. Peter McBean

J. Alec Merriam




Burl A. Toler


On motion, duly seconded, there was no discussion among the Trustees.  There 

was no public testimony.  The Board of Trustees voted unanimously to elect the 

nominees to a second term of three years to expire in April 2002.

D.    
Consideration and Possible Action to Accept the Resignation of Michael E. 

O’Neill from the Board of Trustees



On motion, duly seconded, there was no discussion among the Trustees.  There


was no public testimony.  The Board of Trustees voted unanimously to accept the


resignation of Michael E. O’Neill from the Board of Trustees.  It was announced that


Mr. O’Neill has resigned from his responsibilities at the Bank of America to accept the

position of Chief Executive Officer of Barclays Bank in London.

E.  
Consideration and Possible Action to Elect Trustees to Emeritus Status


The nominees for election to Emeritus status were:



David R. Hoyer



David M. Jamison



Michael E. O’Neill



William E. Steen



Frank Mongomery Woods



On motion, duly seconded, there was no discussion among the Trustees.  There


was no public testimony.  The Board of Trustees voted unanimously to elect the 
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E.  
Consideration and Possible Action to Elect Trustees to Emeritus Status



(continued)
nominees to Trustee Emeritus status.  President Wilsey expressed sincere appreciation to each of the above Trustees rotating off the Board for their years of loyal service and dedication to the Museums.

F. 
Consideration and Possible Action to Elect Vice Presidents


The nominees for Vice President were:



Mrs. Ray Dolby, Vice President for Annual Support



Richard H. Finn, Vice President for Finance



Ms. Frankie Jacobs Gillette, Vice President for Civic Affairs



Diane B. Lloyd-Butler, Vice President for Audience Development



J. Alec Merriam, Vice President for Collections




Steven MacGregor Read, Vice President for Facilities



On motion, duly seconded, there was no discussion among the Trustees.  There


was no public testimony.  The Board of Trustees voted unanimously to elect the 


nominees to one year terms to expire in April 2000.

G.  
Consideration and Possible Action to Elect Members of the FAMSF

Executive Committee 

The six nominees for election to the FAMSF Executive Committee were:




Alvin H. Baum, Jr.




Belva Davis

Richard P. Essey




J. Burgess Jamieson



Nion McEvoy



Mrs. Harry H. Wetzel


On motion, duly seconded, there was no discussion among the Trustees.  There

was no public testimony.  The Board of Trustees voted unanimously to elect the nominees to one year terms to expire in April 2000.


The seven officers (President and six Vice Presidents) and the six elected members comprise the FAMSF Executive Committee.
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H.
Consideration and Possible Action to Adopt a Resolution Fixing the Number


of Trustee Positions



Trustee Woods presented the following resolution:

WHEREAS, The San Francisco Charter provides for a variable 

number of Trustees; and

WHEREAS, The Charter sets the number of Trustees at sixty-two 

with the exact number to be set by the Board from time to time; now, therefore, 

be it

RESOLVED, That the Board of Trustees of the Fine Arts Museums



of San Francisco does hereby set the number of Trustees at forty-seven until 

such number is changed by this Board.



On motion, duly seconded, there was no discussion among the Trustees.  There


was no public testimony.  The Board of Trustees voted unanimously to adopt the above


resolution as Board Resolution 1291.

I.    
Consideration and Possible Action to Ratify Nominees to the National 

Council for an Initial Term of Three Years



The nominees for election to the National Council for an initial term of three years


to expire in April 2002 were:




Mrs. Frances G. Bowes




Mrs. Robert Charles




Mrs. Brittain Cudlip




Mr. and Mrs. David S. Logan




Mrs. Edward C. Sterling


On motion, duly seconded, there was no discussion among the Trustees. There

was no public testimony.  The Board of Trustees voted unanimously to ratify the

nominees for election to the National Council for an initial term of three years to expire 

in April 2002.
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J.
Consideration and Possible Action to Ratify National Council Members to 

an Additional Term


The nominees for re-election to the National Council for an additional three year

term to expire in April 2002 were:



Adolphus Andrews



Mr. and Mrs. Charles R. Ball, Jr.



Mrs. Mary Dayton



Honorable Simon Howard



Mrs. H. McCoy-Jones



Candyce Martin



Mrs. Robert Mondavi



David T. Owsley



Miss Ruth Quigley



Susan Rush



Mr. and Mrs. Herman Sarkowsky



El Duke de Segorbe


On motion, duly seconded, there was no discussion among the Trustees. There

was no public testimony.  The Board of Trustees voted unanimously to ratify the

nominees for re-election to the National Council for an additional term of three years to expire in April 2002.

J.    
Consideration and Possible Action to Ratify the Re-election of Officers of 

the National Council




Samuel D. Williams, Chair (Two Year Term)




Mrs. Harry H. Wetzel, Vice Chair (One Year Term)


On motion, duly seconded, there was no discussion among the Trustees.  There


was no public testimony.  The Board of Trustees voted unanimously to ratify the 

re-election of the nominees with the terms for the Chair and Vice Chair set at two years and one year respectively.
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Report of the President - Mrs. Alfred S. Wilsey

A.     
Consideration and Possible Action to Approve the Minutes of the February

11, 1999 Meeting of the Executive Committee
There being no discussion among the Trustees or members of the public, the


minutes of the February 11, 1999 meeting of the Executive Committee of the Board of 

Trustees, having been mailed in advance to all Trustees, were unanimously approved.

B.    
Consideration and Possible Action to Adopt a Resolution Accepting the

Report of the Acquisitions Committee of March 31, 1999 - J. Alec Merriam, Chair and Vice President of Collections

1.    
Purchase - Request to The Fine Arts Museums Foundation for Gift


of Work of Art - Board Resolution 1292.



Chair Merriam advised that the Acquisitions Committee authorized Robert Flynn Johnson, Curator of Prints and Drawings, to bid at auction on April 27, 1999 for an Albert 

Sands Southworth and Josiah Johnson Hawes daguerreotype from The David Feigenbaum Collection of Southworth and Hawes at a price not to exceed $65,000.  This potential

purchase is recorded as Item 2 on page 2509 of Appendix I of these minutes.

The following resolution was introduced:

RESOLVED, That the Board of Trustees of the Fine Arts Museums of 

San Francisco does hereby request The Fine Arts Museums Foundation to 
acquire as a

gift to the Museums the object listed in Appendix I, as Item 2, pending the Museums’

successful bid at auction on April 27, 1999, on page 2509 of these minutes; and be it



FURTHER RESOLVED, That the President or Acting President of the Fine Arts

Museums of San Francisco is authorized to accept the gift offered by The Fine Arts 

Museums Foundation.



A motion to adopt the resolution was made and seconded.  There was no discussion

among Trustees.  There was no public testimony.  The Board of Trustees voted unanimously 

to adopt the above resolution as Board Resolution 1292.
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B.  
Consideration and Possible Action to Adopt a Resolution Accepting the

Report of the Acquisitions Committee of March 31, 1999 - J. Alec Merriam, Chair and Vice President of Collections (continued)

2.  
Purchases from Funds Held at City Hall


A motion to approve purchases from funds held at City Hall was made and seconded.  There was no discussion among Trustees.  There was no public testimony.  The Board of Trustees voted unanimously to approve the following purchase listed as Item 1 and partially fund Item 2, pending the Museums’ successful bid at auction on

April 27, 1999, on page 2509 of Appendix I of these minutes from funds held at City Hall:

a)  Item 1 from the Prints and Drawings Art Trust Fund 

b)  Item 2, in part, from the Prints and Drawings Art Trust Fund 

3.    
Gifts Offered to the Museums



Chair Merriam particularly noted an outstanding gift of a Footstool, ca. 1787,

from the Imperial Russian Arms Factory, Tula, Russia, which was generously donated 

by Mr. and Mrs. Adolphus Andrews, Jr.  A motion to approve the gifts offered to the 

Museums was then made and seconded.  There was no discussion among Trustees. 

There was no public testimony.  The Board of Trustees voted unanimously to approve 

with sincere thanks to all donors the gifts offered to the Museums as listed in Appendix I

on pages 2510 to 2516 of these minutes.

4.    
Resolution to Decline the Bequest of Helen Diane Fowler

A motion to approve the resolution declining the bequest of Helen Diane Fowler


was made and seconded.  There was no discussion among Trustees.  There was no public 

testimony.  The Board of Trustees voted unanimously to adopt the resolution listed in

Appendix I, on page 2517 of these minutes as Board Resolution 1293.



5.
Resolution to Accession Works of Art Gifted to The Fine Arts Museums


Foundation

A motion to approve the resolution to accession five works of art gifted to The 

Fine Arts Museums Foundation was made and seconded.  There was no discussion

among Trustees.  There was no public testimony.  The Board of Trustees voted 

unanimously to adopt the resolution listed in Appendix I, on page 2518 of these minutes 

as Board Resolution 1294.  
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B.  
Consideration and Possible Action to Adopt a Resolution Accepting the

Report of the Acquisitions Committee of March 31, 1999 - J. Alec Merriam, Chair and Vice President of Collections (continued)

6.    
Resolution to Sell Works of Art Gifted to The Fine Arts Museums


Foundation

A motion to approve the resolution to sell thirty-two works of art gifted to The 

Fine Arts Museums Foundation was made and seconded.  There was no discussion

among Trustees.  There was no public testimony.  The Board of Trustees voted 

unanimously to adopt the resolution listed in Appendix I, on page 2519 of these minutes 

as Board Resolution 1295.  

7.    
Resolution to Accession Works of Art on Loan to the Fine Arts Museums


of San Francisco in Accordance with the California Abandoned Property


Statute

Chair Merriam discussed California Civil Code Section 1899 adopted in 1983, which established that any object left in the possession of a museum for over twenty-five years with no action taken by the owner to recover the property, or to declare their intent to preserve ownership of the property, will be considered abandoned property and will become the property of the museum.  Following curatorial review, two works of art on loan to the Museums for over twenty-five years were recommended for accession into the

permanent collection.  

A motion to approve the resolution to accession the two works of art on loan to the

Museums was made and seconded.  There was no discussion among Trustees.  There was 

no public testimony.  The Board of Trustees voted unanimously to adopt the resolution 

listed in Appendix I on page 2520 of these minutes as Board Resolution 1296.
8.    
Resolution to Sell Works of Art on Loan to the Fine Arts Museums of 

San Francisco in Accordance 
with the California Abandoned Property Statute

Chair Merriam then advised that a number of works of art on loan to the Museums for over twenty-five years have been reviewed by the respective curators and deemed to be unsuitable for the permanent collection.  A motion to approve the resolution to sell the twenty-two works of art was made and seconded.  There was no discussion among Trustees. 

There was no public testimony.  The Board of Trustees voted unanimously to adopt the resolution on page 2521 of Appendix I of these minutes as Board Resolution 1297.
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B.  
Consideration and Possible Action to Adopt a Resolution Accepting the

Report of the Acquisitions Committee of March 31, 1999 - J. Alec Merriam, Chair and Vice President of Collections (continued)

9.    
Resolution Adjusting the Six Month Period Between First and Second 


Step Deaccessioning for Works of Art Approved for First Step

Deaccessioning by the Executive Committee of the Board of Trustees 

on December 10, 1999

Trustee Merriam reported that the Executive Committee at its meeting on December 10, 1998 had approved first step deaccessioning for works of art from the Africa, Oceania and the Americas collection and from the European Painting and Decorative Arts collections.  These objects were to be submitted to the Board of 

Trustees at its meeting on June 10, 1999 (one day following the June 9, 1999 auction at Butterfield and Butterfield) for second step deaccesioning approval.  The Acquisitions Committee has recommended that the six month period between first and second step

deaccessioning be adjusted in order to permit these works of art to be included in the 

June 9, 1999 auction.  

On motion, duly seconded, there was no discussion among Trustees.  There was no public testimony.  The Board of Trustees voted unanimously to adjust the six month period between first and second step deaccessioning to permit these works of art to be included in the June 9, 1999 auction and to adopt the resolution to this effect on page 2522 of Appendix I of these minutes as Board Resolution 1298.

10.  
Resolution Waiving First and Second Step Deaccesssioning for a Portrait

Painting, Copy after Joseph Vivian, Duke Ferdinand Maria Von Bayern, Purchased for the Johann von Wespien Period Room, circa 1740, to be Included in the June 9, 1999 Butterfield and Butterfield Auction 

Chair Merriam reported that the Board of Trustees has approved first and second step deaccessioning for the Johann von Wespien Period Room, circa 1740, which is to be included in the June 9, 1999 auction at Butterfield and Butterfield.  However, first and second step deaccessioning has not yet occurred for a portrait painting, Duke Ferdinand Maria Von Bayern, Copy after Joseph Vivian, which was purchased by the Fine Arts Museums in 1945 with M. H. de Young endowment funds to hang in the Johann von Wespien Period Room.  It was pointed out that it is highly desirable to include the Duke Ferdinand Maria Von Bayern painting as part of the Johann von Wespien Period Room when it is presented for auction on June 9, 1999.  
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B.  
Consideration and Possible Action to Adopt a Resolution Accepting the

Report of the Acquisitions Committee of March 31, 1999 - J. Alec Merriam, Chair and Vice President of Collections (continued)

10.  
Resolution Waiving First and Second Step Deaccesssioning for a Portrait

Painting, Copy after Joseph Vivian, Duke Ferdinand Maria Von Bayern, Purchased for the Johann von Wespien Period Room, circa 1740, to be Included in the June 9, 1999 Butterfield and Butterfield Auction 

(continued)

On motion, duly seconded, there was no discussion among Trustees.  There was no public testimony.  The Board of Trustees voted unanimously to waive first and second step deaccessioning for Duke Ferdinand Maria Von Bayern, Copy after Joseph Vivian, in order for the painting to be included as part of the Johann von Wespien Period Room when it is presented for auction on June 9, 1999 and to adopt the resolution to this effect on page 2523 of Appendix I of these minutes as Board Resolution 1299.



11.
A Statement from the Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco




(Deaccessioning)


A single owner auction for deaccessioned works of art from the Fine Arts Museums will be held on June 9, 1999 at Butterfield &Butterfield.  It is customary for the auction catalogue to include a statement on deaccessioning from the Museums.  The Board of Trustees voted unanimously to approve “A Statement from the Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco” as set forth on pages 2524 and 2525 of Appendix I of these minutes.  Mr. Parker particularly noted that this policy statement prohibits active Trustees, Acquisitions Committee members, the Director, the curatorial staff and their immediate families from purchasing any deaccessioned works.



12.
Deaccessioning - First and Second Step

A motion to approve first and second step deaccessioning was made and seconded.

There was no discussion among Trustees.  There was no public testimony.  The Board of Trustees voted unanimously to approve first and second step deaccessioning for the objects beginning on page 2526 of Appendix I of these minutes.

13.
Purchases Reported for the Record 



These objects are listed in Appendix I, pages 2527 to 2529 of these minutes.
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B.  
Consideration and Possible Action to Adopt a Resolution Accepting the

Report of the Acquisitions Committee of March 31, 1999 - J. Alec Merriam, Chair and Vice President of Collections (continued)

14.    
Resolution Accepting the March 31, 1999 Report of the Acquisitions


Committee

On motion, duly seconded, there was no discussion among Trustees.  There was 

no public testimony.  The Board of Trustees voted unanimously to adopt the following 

resolution as Board Resolution 1300:

RESOLVED, That the Board of Trustees does hereby accept the Report of


the Acquisitions Committee of March 31, 1999 including the resolutions as noted above


and set forth in Appendix I.

C. 
Report on Recent Developments Regarding the Plans to Rebuild the



de Young Museum in Golden Gate Park



President Wilsey announced that the Mayor recently appointed members of the

Concourse Authority as follows:  Nancy Conner, Tammy Haygood, John Lum, Stephanie

MacColl, Margaret O’Sullivan, John Rizzo, and Marilyn Smulyan.  It is expected that the 

first meeting will be called in the near future.

D.  
Report on the September 22-24, 1999 Meeting of the National Council and 


Request for Additional Candidates for Membership - Mrs. Harry H. Wetzel


Trustee Wetzel reported that the National Council Committee met earlier today

to continue planning for the annual meeting on September 22 -24, 1999.  The meeting

will coincide with the exhibitions, The Treasury of St. Francis of Assisi at the Legion of

Honor, and Spirit Country:  Australian Aboriginal Art from the Gantner-Meyer Collection
at the de Young Museum.  

Trustee Wetzel noted there are five new members of the National Council, and twelve members have renewed their membership.  The Board was requested to submit names of prospective candidates to Trustee Wetzel for future consideration. 
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Director’s Report - Harry S. Parker III
A.  
Consideration and Possible Action to Approve a Loan Request 


Mr. Parker presented the following loan request:


From:

Royal Academy of Arts, London, England


For:

The Year 1900:  Art at the Crossroads




Royal Academy of Arts, London:  01/15/2000 - 04/07/2000




Solomon Guggenheim Museum, New York:  05/11/2000 - 09/04/2000




John Frederick Peto, American, 1854 - 1907




The Cup We All Race 4, circa 1900




Oil on canvas and wood panel, 25 ½ x 21 ½ (64.8 x 54.6 cm)




Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco, Gift of Mr. and Mrs. John D.




Rockefeller 3rd to the Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco


Stipulations:
The painting will be accompanied by a FAMSF courier to the Royal




Academy of Arts in London and return to San Francisco from




New York.  All related expenses are to be paid by the requesting




organization.


A motion was made and seconded to approve the above loan.  There was no 

discussion among the Trustees or members of the public.  The Board of Trustees voted

unanimously to approve the loan subject to the conditions stated.

B.    
Report on Reaccreditation Self Study of the Fine Arts Museums of

San Francisco



Mr. Parker advised that every ten years the Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco,


along with other member museums, is subject to reaccreditation review by the American

Association of Museums (AAM).  As a first step in the reaccreditation process, materials 

and documents pertaining to all aspects of FAMSF operations were assembled for 

submission to the AAM on April 5, 1999.  Steve Dykes, Deputy Director for Administration and Finance, and Gerry Chow, Grants Manager, were particularly commended for their efforts in organizing the reaccreditation self-study materials.  An on-site reaccreditation visit will follow some time this fall or winter, involving several Museum professionals, who will determine the Museums’ reaccreditation status.
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B.  
Report on Reaccreditation Self Study of the Fine Arts Museums of

San Francisco (continued)

Mr. Parker advised that the reaccreditation panel will review all aspects of the 

de Young Museum’s seismic problem, including the loss of federal indemnification for temporary exhibitions and the actions taken by the Board of Trustees to protect the safety of the collection, visitors and staff.  It is possible that the seismic condition of the 

de Young Museum could negatively impact the reaccreditation decision.

C.
Update on Second McNeil Volunteer Recognition Award Program


Carole and Robert McNeil have generously renewed their support of the Volunteer Recognition Award Program for a second year.  The initial award program presented an exciting opportunity to acknowledge the achievements of many individuals, who support the Museums on a voluntary basis.  Cheryl Bancroft and Maxine Rosston were selected to receive the first two McNeil Volunteer Recognition awards, which allowed each of them to propose to the Board of Trustees a Museum project of their choice for $25,000 in funding.

Additional information regarding the second McNeil Volunteer Recognition Award Program will be presented at a future meeting.

D.  
Consideration and Possible Action to Adopt Resolution to Transfer Funds in


the Admission Fund for Fiscal Year 1999-2000


Mr. Parker presented the following resolution:



RESOLVED, That the Board of Trustees of the Fine Arts Museums of


San Francisco does hereby authorize the Controller of the City and County of


San Francisco to transfer monthly excess revenue over monthly admission 


operating expenses in the Admission Fund (25 CRF RPD) Index Code 615001 to


Project PFAADM, Index Code 615000 on a monthly basis during fiscal year 

1999-2000 in conjunction with the Asian Art Museum transfer of monies into

Project PAA002; and be it


FURTHER RESOLVED, That the funds in Project PFAADM are to be

used to reimburse the Corporation of The Fine Arts Museums for expenses

incurred on behalf of the Museums.

A motion was made and seconded to approve the above resolution.  There was no 

discussion among the Trustees or members of the public.  The Board of Trustees voted

unanimously to adopt the above resolution as Board Resolution 1301.
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E.
Update on City Budget


The Museums’ proposed budget for fiscal year 1999-2000 has been submitted

to the Mayor’s Budget Office.  The 1999-2000 fiscal year budget includes a request 

for additional financial support to offset the projected operating deficit associated

with decreased admission revenues due to the de Young’s loss of federal indemnification to host temporary exhibitions.  The results of the Budget Office’s review should be known shortly

F.  
Current and Future Exhibits 

Mr. Parker confirmed that The Treasury of St. Francis of Assisi will be exhibited at the Legion of Honor from July 24 through October 24, 1999.  The exhibition, which


has traveled from the Petit Palais in Paris to the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New 

York City, includes more than seventy paintings, sculptures, illuminated manuscripts, 

elaborate textiles, gold chalices and reliquaries.  The exhibition represents an effort by

Italian authorities to draw world attention to the monumental task of restoring the Basilica of Saint Francis at Assisi damaged in a 1997 earthquake.


Impressionists in Winter:  Effets de Neige continues to generate a surplus at a lower level than budgeted.  The exhibition has been the most popular show at the Yerba Buena Center for the Arts.  It has attracted approximately 10,000 visitors per week, compared to the 25,700 weekly attendance at the Monet exhibition at the de Young Museum in 1995.  The fact that the traditional Fine Arts Museums visitor is unfamiliar with the Yerba Buena Center for the Arts’ location and parking availability may account for lower attendance than expected.

Report of the Audience Development and Marketing Committee - David M. Jamison, 

Immediate Past Chair and Vice President 
Trustee Jamison reviewed the appended graph, highlighting growth in attendance and membership from 1990-1999.  The Monet exhibition in 1995 contributed to an increase in attendance, which peaked in 1996 at 1,105,685 visitors with the opening of the renovated Legion of Honor and the Fabergé exhibit at the de Young.  Despite the inability of the de Young to host temporary exhibitions due to the loss of Federal indemnification, attendance remained relatively high in 1997 and 1998 at 728,750 and 741,644 visitors respectively due to switching the traveling exhibition program and much of its audience from the de Young to the Legion, beginning in fall 1997.  

In 1991, membership totaled 47,111 and declined to approximately 36,540 members when the Legion of Honor closed for renovation in 1992.  With the opening of the renovated Legion in November 1995, plus the popular Monet and Fabergé exhibitions, membership increased to 

48,972 and has continued an upward trend to 52,946 members as of January 31, 1999.  This 
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Report of the Audience Development and Marketing Committee - David M. Jamison, 

Immediate Past Chair and Vice President  (continued)
growth in membership is particularly significant in view of the fact that membership in prior years was shared with the Asian Art Museum.

Statistics gathered over the past ten years speak to gains in audience development and audience diversification.  Eight years ago, some exhibition statistics documented a 5% minority participation.  The Rhapsodies in Black:  Art of the Harlem Renaissance exhibition in 1998 saw minority participation increase to 32%.  Effective programming,such as the Picasso and the War Years and the San Francisco’s Old Chinatown:  Photographs by Arnold Genthe exhibitions, the Veteran’s Day celebration at the Legion of Honor, the 1,000,000 visits to the Museums’

website, www.thinker.org, and the mounting of Impressionists in Winter at the Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, has been critical to the Museums’ efforts to reach new audiences.
In conclusion, President Wilsey thanked Trustee Jamison for his leadership as Vice President of Audience Development during the past three year period.  The Board of Trustees acknowledged Trustee Jamison’s accomplishments with a round of applause.

Report of the Civic Affairs Committee - Ms. Frankie Jacobs Gillette, Chair and 

Vice President

Representatives from a number of City agencies and commissions attended a special Civic Affairs evening reception at Yerba Buena Center for the Arts on February 2, 1999, which included a viewing of Impressionists in Winter:  Effets de Neige.  Another event on March

2, 1999 celebrated the return to the de Young Museum of the painting Aspiration by Aaron Douglas, which has been traveling on exhibition.  Aspiration, which was purchased by the Fine Arts Museums in late 1997and funded in part by members of the San Francisco community, was exhibited in Rhapsodies in Black:  Art of the Harlem Renaissance in early l998.  Mayor Willie L. Brown, Jr., welcomed attendees and special guest Johnnie L. Cochrane, Jr., announced that the de Young Museum was the recipient of the first $25,000 grant from the Johnnie L. Cochrane, Jr., Art Support Scholarship Fund.  Well known African American sculptor, Elizabeth Catlett, has been commissioned by the Fund to create a sculpture for the Fine Arts Museums.  The Museums will be required to match the grant. 

Chair Gillette advised that a trip to Africa organized by the Mayor’s Office for early April had to

be cancelled.  However, efforts are underway to establish an internet link between the African 

art collections of the National Museum in Abidjan, Ivory Coast, and the Fine Arts Museums through its website, www.thinker.org.  Abidjan is one of San Francisco’s thirteen sister cities.
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Report of the Education Committee - Mrs. Charles F. Willis, Chair

The13th Annual Youth Arts Festival will take place at the de Young Museum from May 4 to 8, 1999.  Trustees were encouraged to attend an evening reception on Thursday, May 6th, from 5 to 8 p.m.  Chair Willis reported that the Education Committee has organized a preview event at Butterfield & Butterfield on Thursday, June 3rd, which will benefit the Education Program at the Museums.  The FAMSF auction will be held on Wednesday, June 9th.  Invitations to both events will be mailed shortly.

Public Comment

Members of the public may address the Board of Trustees on items not on the agenda that are within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco.  Speakers may address the Board for up to three minutes; the President or the Board of Trustees may limit the total comment to thirty minutes.  There was no public comment.

Meeting Schedule

A.
Executive Committee Meetings 
Date



Time

Location

May 13, 1999


Noon

233 Post Street, SF

  
September 9, 1999

Noon

233 Post Street, SF

  
November 11, 1999

Noon

233 Post Street, SF

   
December 9, 1999

Noon

233 Post Street, SF

B.
Board of Trustees Meetings

Date



Time

Location


June 10, 1999


3 p.m.

Board Room, Legion of Honor



October 14, 1999

3 p.m.

Gallery 23, de Young Museum

Future Events
Date



Event









May 5-9, 1999


Youth Arts Festival



June 3, 1999


Butterfield Auction Preview -







Education Committee



June 10, 1999


Francis Bacon Opening



June 11-23, 1999

Associates Trip to Prague, Dresden & Berlin



June 24, 1999


Saxe Collection Opening Dinner
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Future Events (continued)


July 22, 1999


St. Francis of Assisi Opening 



September 16, 1999

Gantner-Meyer Opening



September 22-24, 1999
National Council in San Francisco

Current and Future Exhibitions 
*Exhibitions organized by FAMSF

Title





Date


Museum/Gallery
Gallery One - Exhibition for Children
Ongoing

de Young Gallery One

Fred Wilson:  Speaking in Tongues

01/16/99-05/02/99
de Young

Fred Wilson Greeting Room


01/16/99-05/02/99
de Young 44

Contemporary Art from Cuba


01/16/99-05/02/99
de Young 44

Microminiatures from Armenia

01/16/99-05/02/99
de Young 44


Impressionists in Winter:  Effets de Neige
01/31/99-05/02/99
Yerba Buena Center 











for the Arts

Selections from the Anderson Collection:
02/06/99-04/25/99
Legion A


  Motherwell’s A la Pintura*

A Grand Design:  The Art of the

02/13/99-05/09/99
Legion B-F


  Victoria and Albert Museum




& Rosekrans


Contemporary American Artists’ Books*
02/13/99-05/16/99
Legion L


Opera Costume from the Ring Cycle*
02/27/99-06/27/99
de Young 22

Bouquets to Art



03/15/99-03/19/99
Legion All

Theater & Dance Collection (Memorial

  Exhibition for Nancy Van Norman Baer)*
05/01/99-09/05/99
de Young 36-37

Artists Studio*



05/01/99-Ongoing
de Young 5


Youth Arts Festival



05/05/99-05/09/99
de Young


Logan Gallery: Animals Real and Imagined*05/22/99-08/29/99
Legion L

Selections from the Anderson Collection:

  Claes Oldenburg Prints & Multiples
*
06/05/99-09/19/99
Legion A

Francis Bacon:  A Retrospective

06/12/99-08/02/99
Legion B-E


  Exhibition







& Rosekrans


The Art of Craft:  Contemporary




  Works from the Saxe Collection

06/26/99-10/17/99
de Young 41-44


The Treasury of St. Francis of Assisi

07/24/99-10/24/99
Legion 6/14

Wedding Dresses from the Permanent


  Collection*




08/07/99-01/23/00
de Young 22


John Gutmann Bequests*


07/24/99-10/3/99
de Young 36-37


Anderson:  Richard Diebenkorn’s 41 


  Etchings*




07/31/99-11/28/99
Legion A
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Current and Future Exhibitions (continued)
*Exhibitions organized by FAMSF

Logan Book Gallery 



09/04/99-12/12/99
Legion L

Spirit Country:  Australian Aboriginal Art

  from the Gantner-Meyer Collection*
09/18/99-01/09/00
Legion B-F


  








& Rosekrans


Anderson:  Richard Diebenkorn’s 41

09/25/99-01/16/99
Legion A


  Etchings*






Art for Elders




09/28/99-10/03/99
de Young

Alain Kirill:  A Dialogue with Rodin*
10/09/99-01/02/00
Legion 8/10/12

Herzog and de Meuron Model for a

10/14/99-01/02/00
de Young 36/37

  New de Young





The Wiedersperg Collection*


10/30/99-04/30/00
de Young TBA

Legion 75th Anniversary


11/11/99-Ongoing
Legion 6-14

Anderson:  Legendary Lithography:

  Prints from ULAE*



11/00/99-01/00/00
Legion A

The David C. Driskell Collection:

11/20/99-02/12/00
de Young 44

  Narratives of African American Art

  of the Twentieth Century


R&D:  Artists Envision the de Young
11/20/99-03/00/00
de Young 44


Georgia O’Keeffe



02/19/00-05/14/00
Legion A-F 











& Rosekrans

Adjournment in Memory of Madeleine Haas Russell - Mrs. Alfred S. Wilsey, President
There being no further business, President Wilsey adjourned the meeting at 4:00 p.m. in memory of Madeleine Haas Russell, member of the Museums’ National Council and San Francisco 

philanthropist.








Respectfully submitted,








Judy Gough








Executive Secretary

Note:  These minutes set forth all actions taken up by the Board of Trustees on matters stated, but not necessarily in the order in which the matters were considered.

Immediately following this meeting, the Corporation of The Fine Arts Museums held its annual meeting.
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