
FINE ARTS MUSEUMS OF SAN FRANCISCO


Board of Trustees


June 10, 1999

Call to Order
The regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco was 

held on Thursday, June 10, 1999, at the California Palace of the Legion of Honor, Lincoln Park, 

San Francisco.  A quorum was present that being one-third of the number of Trustees in office.  

Roll Call

The following Trustees were present:

Del M. Anderson

Mrs. David P. Bancroft

Alvin H. Baum, Jr.

Alix Phillips Becker

George McNear Bowles

Mrs. Philip E. Bowles III

Mrs. Barbara B. Carleton

Belva Davis

Richard P. Essey

Ms. Frankie Jacobs Gillette, Vice President/Civic Affairs

Richard N. Goldman

Mrs. Richard Goodyear

George Hecksher

Beverly James

J. Burgess Jamieson

Stephen L. Johnson

Diane B. Lloyd-Butler, Vice President/Audience Development

Mrs. Peter McBean

Nion McEvoy

J. Alec Merriam, Vice President/Collections

Steven MacGregor Read, Vice President/Facilities

Mrs. Thomas P. Rohlen

George B. Saxe

Burl A. Toler, Sr.

Vivian Fei Tsen



Carlos Pedro Villa
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Calling of the Roll (continued)

The following Trustees were present (continued):

Mrs. Harry H. Wetzel

Mrs. Charles F. Willis

Mrs. Alfred S. Wilsey, President

On motion, duly seconded and carried unanimously, the following Trustees were excused:

T. Robert Burke

Mrs. Ray Dolby, Vice President/Annual Support

N. John Douglas

Richard H. Finn, Vice President/Finance

Morgan Flagg

Mrs. Lynn C. Fritz

Mrs. Nancy Hamon

Ann L. Johnson, M.D.

Lorna F. Meyer

Michael W. Michelson

Josie Mooney

Robert P. Morrow III

Waldemar Rojas

Dolores G. Terrazas

Sidney R. Unobskey

Marshall I. Wais, Sr.

The following ex-officio Trustees were unable to be present:



Mayor Willie L. Brown, Jr.



James Salinas, Sr., President, Recreation and Park Commission

Other Trustees in attendance were:

Ruth Asawa

Robert J. Bransten

Keith Eickman

Mrs. John V. Erickson

William Fries, II

Richard W. Goss II

David R. Hoyer



Mrs. Gorham B. Knowles
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Calling of the Roll (continued)

Other Trustees in attendance were (continued):



Mrs. Robert A. Magowan



George M. Marcus



Jay D. McEvoy



Mrs. J. Alec Merriam



Robert A. Mills



Mrs. W. Robert Phillips



William A. Stimson



Alfred S. Wilsey



Florence Sue Wong

President Wilsey presided; Mrs. Gough acted as Secretary.

Presentation of the Conceptual Plan for a New de Young Museum by Pierre de Meuron of 

Herzog and de Meuron Architekten AG

The meeting began at 3:05 p.m. in the Florence Gould Theater with introductory remarks from 

Harry S. Parker III, Director of Museums.  On October 17, 1989, the Loma Prieta earthquake 

damaged the M. H. de Young Memorial Museum.  For ten years, the responsibility and obligation 

to protect the City’s art collection, visitors and staff from seismic hazards has been the institutional 

priority and mandate.  Efforts to rebuild the de Young Museum led to two narrowly defeated 

general obligation bond measures in 1996 and 1998, and the decision of the Board of Trustees in

1998 to raise the funds necessary to build a new de Young Museum.  What began as an obligation 

to build a new de Young has become a remarkable opportunity culminating in the building of a new,

modern de Young Museum for the 21st century.   

The conceptual planning process involved the public, museum leadership and the City.  The charge to 

the architecture firm was to create a new de Young Museum, which would be integrated with its Park location, totally accessible to all citizens, a safe and beautiful setting for the City’s art collections, and include extensive public education resources.  The tradition established by Michael de Young during

the California Midwinter International Exposition of 1894 will be secured, namely to maintain the 

de Young’s position as the City’s most popular and accessible museum representing the cultures of the world.  This premise will continue to set the de Young apart from other museums.   The new de Young Museum will be accessible, a crossroads for the people of San Francisco, and a City landmark.

Mr. Parker reviewed the architect selection process, which began with a mailing to approximately fifty architectural candidates of a Request for Qualifications and Proposal to Develop a Conceptual Design Plan for a new de Young Museum.  Sixteen firms submitted their qualifications for consideration.
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Presentation of the Conceptual Plan for a New de Young Museum by Pierre de Meuron of 

Herzog and de Meuron Architekten AG (continued)

The Architect Selection Committee narrowed the field of candidates and interviewed the finalists.  

In January 1999, the Board of Trustees selected the firm Herzog & de Meuron Architekten AG of Basel, Switzerland.  

Mr. Parker then introduced architect Pierre de Meuron, who expressed enthusiasm for the

opportunities presented by the de Young Museum project to design a significant building in 

Golden Gate Park for the City of San Francisco.  He explained that the geometry of the new 

de Young in relation to the Concourse and the Academy of Sciences, and to the City of 

San Francisco, is important.  The new de Young is set at a 40 degree angle to the City grid of 

San Francisco, viewed aerially.  The alignment of the new Museum to the Concourse will not 

change.  The design creates an interchange between the Museum and the Park.  Outdoor spaces and interior courtyards surround and penetrate exhibit spaces, and extensive windows provide views into the Museum and art collections from the Park. 

Maximizing access to the new de Young was a fundamental criterion.  It should be open to the 

public in every sense.  There are four entry points from:  a) the Concourse; b) Kennedy Drive; 

c) the Japanese Tea Garden; and d) the underground parking garage directly into the Museum’s

lower level.  Pathways through the Museum from the Park become natural extensions of Park paths.  The architecture is permeable, open and inviting.  Much of the first floor is non-ticketed with the

lobby, main court, restaurant, store, and children’s gallery open to the public free of charge.

The schematics by level, two levels above ground and one below, were reviewed.  The galleries 

are set around a main court, where orientation to the entire museum including all of the galleries is possible. The public may walk through this open space free of charge with ticketing stations located 

at several key points.  There is secured access to the gallery areas.  The lower level has been designed 

to allow natural light into the temporary exhibition space, which can be closed off from the rest of the Museum.  The cantilevered roof is conceived as a filigreed structure, which will cast intricate patterns of light and shadow on the ground. 

The education tower at the north end of the low-rise, horizontal building provides a vertical design element and will provide the historic continuity of a tower as a clearly identifiable landmark.  It is proposed that the education tower will house the arts education programs with free admission to an observation deck with expansive views of the City’s skyline, from downtown to the Ocean.  The tower is not a simple geometric shape but turns as it moves up from its rectangular base to form a triangle at the top of the structure, which relates to the strict rectangular grid of the City.
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Presentation of the Conceptual Plan for a New de Young Museum by Pierre de Meuron of 

Herzog and de Meuron Architekten AG (continued)

The square footage of the new de Young will increase from 130,000 square feet to 280,000 square

feet, but the footprint of the building will be reduced by dividing the area among three levels.  Historic elements from the current de Young, such as the Sphinxes, original palm trees, and the Pool of Enchantment will be preserved.

Mr. de Meuron concluded his formal presentation, and the Board of Trustees acknowledged his

remarks with a round of applause.  Those present then moved to the Board Room where discussion of the conceptual plan for a new de Young Museum and the remainder of the meeting’s business was conducted.

Report of the President - Mrs. Alfred S. Wilsey

A.     
Consideration and Possible Action to Approve the Minutes of the May 13,

1999 Meeting of the Executive Committee
There being no discussion among the Trustees or members of the public, the


minutes of the May 13, 1999 meeting of the Executive Committee of the Board of 

Trustees, having been mailed in advance to all Trustees, were unanimously approved.

B.    
Discussion of the Conceptual Plan for a New de Young Museum Presented 

by Pierre de Meuron of Herzog and de Meuron Architekten AG 

President Wilsey commented that the second general obligation bond measure 

to build a new de Young Museum in Golden Gate Park was narrowly defeated in June

1998.  One year later, a conceptual plan for a new de Young has been presented and

$80 million in pledges has been raised to date.  President Wilsey was applauded for her

impressive fund-raising efforts.  She expressed sincere appreciation to the donors noting

that the $80 million is a testament to their commitment and determination to build a new 

de Young Museum in Golden Gate Park.


Discussion of the conceptual plan among Trustees ensued.  


Trustee Alix Becker expressed excitement over the conceptual plan and commended

Mr. de Meuron for effectively addressing the concerns of the Trustees and public by 

achieving increased open space and accessibility, integrating the Museum and the Park, 

and emphasizing the education programs.  


Mr. de Meuron then responded to a number of questions raised by Trustees 

Mrs. Harry H. Wetzel, Richard P. Essey, Alvin H. Baum, Jr., Vivian Fei Tsen, Carlos 
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B.    
Presentation of the Conceptual Plan for a New de Young Museum by 

Pierre de Meuron of Herzog and de Meuron Architekten AG (continued)

Villa, Mrs. Philip E. Bowles II, William A. Stimson, Burl A. Toler, Sr., Alfred S. Wilsey 

Richard Goldman, Mrs. Charles F. Willis, and Mrs. David P. Bancroft as follows:

· Subsequent phases of the conceptual plan will address the exterior and interior 

materials to be used.  The diversity of the works of art will require the use of 

different materials throughout the Museum.  Discussions with the Director and 

staff will assist in determining the technically proper and most effective manner to display

the objects.  Appropriate colors, shapes and materials, such as glass, stone and wood

will be utilized.  The roof with its skylights and filigreed structure will cast light and 

shadow over parts of the building, but a solid roof will cover those galleries requiring

artificial light.  The education tower will have a transparent appearance. 

· The use of skylights and glass will complement the galleries of 19th and 20th century

paintings.  The use of artificial light, however, is crucial in the Textiles and Africa, 

Oceania and the Americas galleries, which will be windowless in order to be able to 

control the light levels.  The use of glass will not impact the availability of wall space

to display works of art.

· Research of the variety of plants in the Park will be required prior to designing the 

landscaping of the “fingers” of the Park penetrating the Museum and galleries.  The

Pool of Enchantment, palm trees, and outdoor sculptures will be important elements 

of the landscape design.  These details will be determined in later phases of the 

conceptual plan development.

· Access to the Museum by car, public bus, and school bus was reviewed including 

access for the disabled.  Three entry points from the Concourse, Kennedy Drive, and

the Japanese Tea Garden into the Museum’s central court will allow the public into the

building free of charge.  Two key points will provide access for the ticketed public into

the Museum’s galleries.  Two elevators in the tower will maximize circulation. 

· The temporary exhibition galleries and event space on the lower level, as well as the 

main court on the ground level, can operate when the rest of the Museum is closed.  

· There are three cafes -- on the ground floor, lower level and at the top of the education tower.  The exact location and number of public restrooms will be identified in detail in subsequent plans.

· The temporary exhibit space totals 14,500 square feet compared to existing temporary

exhibition space of 9,000 square feet. 
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B.    
Presentation of the Conceptual Plan for a New de Young Museum by 

Pierre de Meuron of Herzog and de Meuron Architekten AG (continued)

· Construction can begin as soon as required approvals are obtained from City agencies,

      the Asian Art Museum moves to its new location in the Civic Center, and financing

      is set.

·     The auditorium, a double high space rising from the lower level, can be entered from both

      the lower and ground levels.

·     The education tower is a hollow space containing the elevator shaft and staircases 

with smaller volumes or platforms of open space such as the observation deck and 

café, and closed spaces for the library, reading room, etc. 

Mr. Parker stated that the cost consulting firm, Davis Langdon Adamson, has been 

retained to track the building design as it evolves and to determine its cost.  A construction 

cost per square foot has been identified to which fees, furniture and equipment costs will be

added.  It was noted that the 1998 Bond Program Report to Rebuild the de Young Museum

in Golden Gate Park identified a $135 million project cost.


There was no further discussion among Trustees.  There was no discussion among

Trustees Emeriti.  President Wilsey announced that public comment would be heard 

after discussion of the next agenda item. 

C.    
Consideration and Possible Action to Adopt a Resolution Requesting the 

Corporation of The Fine Arts Museums to Proceed with Planning to Build 

a New de Young Museum in Golden Gate Park and to Raise the Necessary 

Funds Through an Inclusive Public Fund-raising Campaign

President Wilsey clarified that the subsequent resolution does not call for approval

of the Conceptual Plan for a New de Young Museum in Golden Gate Park.  It is anticipated that the Board of Trustees will vote on the Conceptual Plan at its next meeting on October

14, 1999.  The proposed resolution requests the Corporation of The Fine Arts Museums to proceed with planning to build a new de Young Museum and to raise the necessary funds through an inclusive public fund-raising campaign to begin in the fall of 1999.  President Wilsey read the resolution as follows:


WHEREAS, A safe and secure facility was a condition of the gift of 

the M. H. de Young Memorial Museum to the City of San Francisco by 

Michael H. de Young; and
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C.  
Consideration and Possible Action to Adopt a Resolution Requesting the 

Corporation of The Fine Arts Museums to Proceed with Planning to Build 

a New de Young Museum in Golden Gate Park and to Raise the Necessary 

Funds Through an Inclusive Public Fund-raising Campaign (continued)


WHEREAS, The Board of Trustees of the Fine Arts Museums of


San Francisco at its meeting on October 15, 1998 reaffirmed its commitment


to build a new de Young Museum in Golden Gate Park to protect the collections,


visitors and staff from seismic hazards; and


WHEREAS, The City of San Francisco has been unable to finance

the building of a new de Young Museum in Golden Gate Park as evidenced

by the narrow defeat of two general obligation bonds in 1996 and 1998; and



WHEREAS, In the absence of City funding, the Board of Trustees of 

the Corporation of The Fine Arts Museums at its meeting on January 14, 1999 

authorized the use of private funds to pay for the conceptual planning costs of 

a new de Young Museum in Golden Gate Park; and

WHEREAS, The Executive Committee at its meeting on May 13, 1999

voted to recommend to the Board of Trustees of the Fine Arts Museums of

San Francisco that it request the Board of Trustees of the Corporation of The Fine

Arts Museums to proceed with plans to build a new de Young Museum in Golden

Gate Park and to raise the necessary funds through an inclusive public fund-raising

campaign; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED, That upon the recommendation of the Executive Committee

the Board of Trustees of the Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco does hereby 

request the Board of Trustees of the Corporation of The Fine Arts Museums to 

proceed with plans to build a new de Young Museum in Golden Gate Park and 

to raise the necessary funds through an inclusive public fund-raising campaign.



On motion, duly seconded, there was no discussion among Trustees or Trustees

Emeriti.  Public testimony was received from five persons.

· Aaron Betsky - Curator of Architecture and Design, San Francisco Museum of

Modern Art.  The leadership at San Francisco Museum of Modern Art is excited 

by the choice of Herzog & de Meuron.  The new de Young promises to be a 

signature San Francisco building, a garden of art.  The design is impressive,

especially the integration of the Museum and the Park and the way the tower brings 
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C.  
Consideration and Possible Action to Adopt a Resolution Requesting the 

Corporation of The Fine Arts Museums to Proceed with Planning to Build 

a New de Young Museum in Golden Gate Park and to Raise the Necessary 

Funds Through an Inclusive Public Fund-raising Campaign (continued)

the City back into the Museum through the twisting and turning of its geometry.  

The architects have created a building that is brilliant, elegant, modest, simple 

and beautifully complex.

· Richard Lanzerotti, M.D. - The integration of the Park and the Museum represents the synergy between the public and the new de Young.  A democratic theme is reflected through increased access.  The public and the Board of Trustees have worked effectively over the past few months.  The public will be extremely proud of the future de Young and will utilize it like never before.  This is a wonderful day.

· Philip Carleton - Alliance for Golden Gate Park.  Expressed concern that the 160 foot 

high tower is too imposing, can be seen from Kennedy Drive, and should be moved.  It is 

troubling that the architect would come to San Francisco with a tower concept, which 

would never be accepted in a park in Neuchâtal, Switzerland.  

Mr. de Meuron responded that Neuchâtal and San Francisco are completely different 

cities.  Neuchâtal is a very longitudinal city of 40,000 people.  San Francisco is an 

urban city.  The topography of the two cities cannot be compared.  The education tower 

at 160 feet is not a corporate tower, but is intended to symbolize the new de Young and 

the relationship of the de Young to the City.  San Francisco is a city of towers with 

the Ferry building tower at 280 feet high and Coit Tower at 208 feet high.  The existing 

de Young Tower a little over 120 feet high.

· Ann Seymour - The building is spectacular and will dress up the Park.  It will give a 

new, exciting presence to Golden Gate Park.  Expressed support for the education tower 

and suggested that tiles, which reflect the City’s Spanish heritage, be considered when

determining exterior and interior materials to be used.

· Tomasita Medál - A consensus has been reached.  The architect is to be commended for effectively integrating the Museum and the Park.  There are many welcoming spaces

for the public.  She congratulated the architect and Museum leadership for their spirit 

of cooperation and sensitivity, which has motivated the design of the new de Young 

Museum for the next century.

Public testimony concluded.  There was no discussion among Trustees or Trustees


Emeriti.  The Board of Trustees voted unanimously to adopt the above resolution as


Board Resolution 1306.
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D.  
Report on August 16, 1999 and September 23, 1999 Public Workshops 

Regarding the Conceptual Plan to Build a New de Young Museum in Golden 

Gate Park, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m., at the M. H. de Young Memorial Museum 

in Golden Gate Park

President Wilsey announced that a discussion session for the Board of Trustees 

with the architects has been scheduled for Tuesday, August 17, 1999, at the de Young 

Museum, from 9 a.m. to noon.  In addition, the public was encouraged to attend two 

public workshops with the architects to be held on Monday, August 16, 1999, and Thursday,

September 23, 1999, at the M. H. Memorial de Young Museum in Golden Gate Park from 

5:30 to 8:00 p.m.

E.  
Report on Recent Developments Regarding the Plans to Build a New de Young 

Museum in Golden Gate Park

Mr. Parker reported that Art Michel, President of the Market Street Railway Board 

of Directors, attended the May 13, 1999 meeting of the Executive Committee to present plans for a proposed extension of the Muni G Line into Golden Gate Park.  The historic trolleys would run on the same Market Street track as the F Line, cut over at Church Street to the N Line, through the Sunset Tunnel to 9th and Irving Street.  One-half mile of new

track would need to be laid from 9th and Irving into the Park to the area behind the Concourse band stand, where the trolleys would stop and turn around.  Mr. Michel’s

presentation was well received by the Executive Committee.  Steps are being taken to

secure City approvals and funding commitments.  The Board of Trustees will be asked

to consider supporting the concept of extending the Muni G Line into Golden Gate Park in the future.
F.  
Consideration and Possible Action to Adopt a Resolution Accepting the Report 

of the Acquisitions Committee of May 28, 1999 and Approving the Resolutions

Contained Therein- J. Alec Merriam, Chair and Vice President of Collections 

1.
Resolution to Transfer FAMSF San Francisco Historical Objects


to A Reorganized Museum of the City of San Francisco

Mr. Parker reported that steps are being taken to reorganize the Museum of the 


City of San Francisco.  In anticipation of the City’s 150th birthday in the year 2000, efforts 

            are underway for a San Francisco Charter amendment to establish the City Museum as a

department.  It is proposed that the ground floor City Hall courts on the north and south side of the rotunda would be used to display San Francisco historical objects with office and storage space provided in the Veteran’s Building. 
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1.
Resolution to Transfer FAMSF San Francisco Historical Objects


to A Reorganized Museum of the City of San Francisco (continued)

Since its inception, San Francisco historical objects, which have not been exhibited for several decades, have been collected by the de Young Museum.  FAMSF San Francisco historical objects would not transfer to the reorganized Museum of the City of San Francisco until the Director has determined that the reorganized Museum has adequate staffing, storage and financial resources to meet the responsibility of exhibiting and caring for the Fine Arts Museums’ San Francisco historical objects.  Additionally, an inventory of the FAMSF San Francisco historical collection will be compiled, which will be subject to deaccessioning procedures before transfer.

Mr. Parker pointed out that Section 28.6 of the San Francisco Administrative Code states that the Board of Trustees may transfer title to a work of art to another public or nonprofit institution when the transfer is in the public interest.  A motion was made and

seconded to adopt the resolution on page 2563 of Appendix I of these minutes.  There was 

no discussion among Trustees.  There was no public testimony.  The Board of Trustees voted unanimously to adopt the resolution to transfer FAMSF San Francisco historical objects to a reorganized City Museum of San Francisco as Board Resolution 1307.
2.
Purchases - Request to The Fine Arts Museums Foundation for


Gifts of Works of Art

At Trustee Merriam’s request, Associate Director and Chief Curator Steven A. 

Nash presented an enlarged photograph of Zig V by David Smith, which is recommended for purchase by the Acquisitions Committee at a price of $2.75 million.  This sculpture to be


acquired with Wattis Art Acquisition Funds is the first David Smith work to enter the

collection.  David Smith is widely acknowledged as the most important American sculptor

of the 20th century and one of the most important in the world.  Although he may be best 

known for his constructions of iron and steel, he worked throughout his career especially in 

later years with painted forms.  Zig V is monumental, among the greatest of his late painted 

pieces, and signals a new direction in the acquisition of 20th century masterworks for the 

new de Young Museum.  This purchase is recorded as Item 1 on page 2564 of Appendix I 

of this report.


Curator Tim Burgard discussed a major painting by Jack Levine, Birmingham ’63,

also recommended for purchase by the Acquisitions Committee.  Given its artistic quality,

civil rights subject matter, and large scale, Birmingham ’63 promises to be a prominent

“textbook” icon of American art.  This painting is recorded as Item 2 on page 2564 of 

Appendix I of this report. Mr. Burgard noted that Woodstock Pastorale by Jack Levine 

has been recommended for first step deaccessioning with the proceeds from its sale funding,

 in part, Birmingham ’63.
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2.
Purchases - Request to The Fine Arts Museums Foundation for


Gifts of Works of Art (continued)


Additional purchases listed as Items 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7 on pages 2564 through 2566 of 

Appendix I of this report were briefly presented by Trustee Merriam.

The following resolution was introduced:

RESOLVED, That the Board of Trustees of the Fine Arts Museums of 



San Francisco does hereby request The Fine Arts Museums Foundation to 
acquire 



as gifts to the Museums the objects listed as Items 1, 4, 5 and 6, and to partially

fund Items 2 and 3 on pages 2564 and 2565 of Appendix I of these minutes; 

and be it



FURTHER RESOLVED, That the President or Acting President of the 

Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco is authorized to accept the gifts offered by 

The Fine Arts Museums Foundation.



A motion to adopt the resolution was made and seconded.  There was no discussion

among Trustees.  There was no public testimony.  The Board of Trustees voted unanimously 

to adopt the above resolution as Board Resolution 1308.

3.    
Purchases from Funds Held at City Hall


A motion to approve purchases from funds held at City Hall was made and seconded.  There was no discussion among Trustees.  There was no public testimony.  

The Board of Trustees voted unanimously to approve the partial funding of the purchases 

listed as Items 2, and 3, and the full funding of the purchase of Item 7 on pages 2564 and 

2566 of Appendix I of these minutes from funds held at City Hall:

a)  Item 2, in part, from the American Art Trust Fund 

b)  Item 3, in part, from the Ancient Art Trust Fund

c)  Item 7 from the Prints and Drawings Art Trust Fund 

4.  
Gifts Offered to the Museums


A motion to approve the gifts offered to the Museums was then made and 

seconded.  There was no discussion among Trustees. There was no public testimony.  

The Board of Trustees voted unanimously to approve with sincere thanks to all donors 

the gifts offered to the Museums as listed in Appendix I, pages 2567 to 2572 of these 

minutes.
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5.
Resolution to Accept the Bequest from the Estate of Dora Donner Ide

(Mrs. John J. Ide)



Mrs. John J. Ide, Honorary Trustee of the Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco, 

passed away on December 18, 1998.  She has generously bequeathed thirty-five works 

of art from her collection to the Museums’ European Paintings, European Decorative Arts,

and Prints and Drawings collections.  A motion was made and seconded to adopt a

resolution accepting the bequest of thirty-five works of art from the Estate of Dora Donner

Ide as set forth on page 2573 of Appendix I of these minutes.  There was no discussion 

among Trustees.  There was no public testimony.  The Board of Trustees voted unanimously

to adopt the resolution as Board Resolution 1309.


6.
Resolution to Decline the Bequest from the Estate of William H. Mayer

A motion was made and seconded to adopt the resolution declining the bequest 

of William H. Mayer as set forth on page 2574 of Appendix I of these minutes.  There was

no discussion among Trustees.  There was no public testimony.  The Board of Trustees

voted unanimously to adopt the resolution as Board Resolution 1310.

7.
Deaccessioning - Step 1 

A motion to approve first step deaccessioning for the Jack Levine painting,

Woodstock Pastorale on page 2575 of Appendix I of these minutes was made and seconded.

There was no discussion among Trustees.  There was no public testimony.  The Board of Trustees voted unanimously to approve first step deaccessioning of this painting with the

proceeds to be used to purchase, in part, Birmingham ’63 by Jack Levine.

8.  
Purchases Reported for the Record Only


These objects are listed in Appendix I, pages 2576 to 2579 of these minutes.

9.  
Resolution Accepting the May 28, 1999 Report of the Acquisitions


Committee

A motion was made and seconded to accept the May 28, 1999 Report of the

Acquisitions Committee.  There was no discussion among Trustees.  There was 

no public testimony.  The Board of Trustees voted unanimously to adopt the following 

resolution as Board Resolution 1311:



RESOLVED, That the Board of Trustees does hereby accept the Report



of the Acquisitions Committee of May 28, 1999 and approves the resolutions 



as set forth in Appendix I of these minutes.
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G.    
Appointment of 1999-2000 Committees of the Board of Trustees 


The list of 1999-2000 Committees of the Board of Trustees was distributed at

the meeting.
H.  
Consideration and Possible Action to Adopt a Resolution Setting 2000 Board of


Trustees Meetings Dates



RESOLVED, That the Board of Trustees of the Fine Arts Museums of


San Francisco does hereby set the following dates, times and locations for its


2000 regular meetings:


Date




Time

Location


Thursday, January 13, 2000

3 p.m.

Board Room, Legion of Honor


Thursday, April 13, 2000

3 p.m.

Gallery 23, de Young Museum


Thursday, June 8, 2000

3 p.m.

Board Room, Legion of Honor


Thursday, October 12, 2000

3 p.m.

Gallery 23, de Young Museum


On motion, duly seconded, there was no discussion among Trustees.  There was

no public testimony.  The Board of Trustees voted unanimously to adopt the above

resolution as Board Resolution 1312.

Director’s Report - Harry S. Parker III
A.  
Consideration and Possible Action to Adopt a Resolution in Memory of

Bernardo S. Vengco, Sr., Senior Museum Guard at the M. H. de Young 

Memorial Museum 

Mr. Parker advised that Bernie Vengco, a highly valued and respected Senior 

Guard at the de Young Museum, passed away ten days ago.  In his honor, Mr. Parker

presented the following resolution:

WHEREAS, Senior Museum Guard, Bernardo S. Vengco, Sr., a highly respected employee of the Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco for more than

twenty years, died on May 28, 1999; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Vengco began his museum security career with the M. H. 

de Young Memorial Museum in February 1979; and
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A.    
Consideration and Possible Action to Adopt a Resolution in Memory of 

Bernardo S. Vengco, Sr., Senior Museum Guard at the M. H. de Young 

Memorial Museum (continued)



WHEREAS, His dedication to protecting the City’s art collection and the 

Museums’visitors and staff was exemplary at all times; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Vengco worked his way through the ranks of Civil Service

to serve as a Senior Museum Guard; and

WHEREAS, Throughout his service to the Museums, Mr. Vengco’s consistently thoughtful and effective performance as a security professional has 

been an asset to the institution; and


WHEREAS, Mr. Vengco’s superior service to the de Young Museum

embodied its tradition as San Francisco’s great public museum and its preeminent

traveling exhibition site; and


WHEREAS, Mr. Vengco will be sorely missed by his many colleagues

and friends at the Fine Arts Museums, who valued his sense of duty, wise counsel,

honesty, integrity and friendship; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED, That the Board of Trustees of the Fine Arts Museums of 

San Francisco does hereby acknowledge the years of loyal service provided by 

Bernardo S. Vengco with deep appreciation and thanks; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Board of Trustees expresses its heartfelt condolences to the Vengco Family for their very great loss.


On motion, duly seconded, there was no discussion among Trustees.  There was

no public testimony.  The Board of Trustees voted unanimously to adopt the above

resolution as Board Resolution 1313.

B.
Update on City Budget


Mr. Parker reported that he and Steve Dykes, Deputy Director for Administration

and Finance, attended yesterday’s meeting of the Finance Committee of the Board of

Supervisors.  The Mayor’s Budget Office has recommended a significant increase in the Fine Arts Museums budget to offset the projected COFAM operating deficit associated

with decreased de Young revenues due to the loss of federal indemnification to host traveling international art exhibitions.  The Finance Committee of the Board of Supervisors 
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Update on City Budget (continued)

will continue its deliberations at a meeting next week.  The Museums should know by

mid-July if additional City funding has been authorized.

C.  
Current and Future Exhibits 



At the request of Mr. Parker, Curator Tim Burgard discussed The Art of Craft:


Contemporary Works from the Saxe Collection, which opens June 26 at the de Young

Museum and runs through October 17, 1999.  The exhibition features over 220 works 

from the George and Dorothy Saxe Collection of contemporary crafts.  It celebrates

the extraordinary generosity of the Saxes, whose promised gift of nearly 600 works

of glass, ceramics, fiber and metal, will transform the new de Young Museum into one 

of the most important national repositories of contemporary crafts.  The Saxes have formed

one of the premier private collections of American contemporary crafts.  Their interest in 

acquiring “art made using craft materials” has created an uncommon collection of quality, 

depth, and diversity, with many major artists represented such as Dale Chihuly, Howard 

Ben Tre, William Morris, Robert Arneson, Peter Voulkos, Sam Maloof, John Cedarquist,

Wendell Castle, Lia Cook, Olga de Amaral, etc.  Mr. Parker noted that the exhibition

catalogue is one of the most impressive catalogues published by the Fine Arts Museums. 

The Board of Trustees expressed its gratitude to Trustee George Saxe and Mrs. Saxe with a 

round of applause.

Report of the Education Committee - Mrs. Charles F. Willis, Chair 

A new brochure, “New Programs at the de Young Museum,” was distributed.  It highlights education programs at the de Young including the Artist Studio, which opened in Gallery 5 in 

May.  On June 3rd, approximately 400 adults and 60 children attended a preview event at Butterfield & Butterfield benefiting the Education Program.  The event preceded the June 9th auction of Fine Arts Museums’ deaccessioned objects and attracted a new, younger and enthusiastic audience.  President Wilsey congratulated Trustee Willis on the success of the preview event.

Public Comment
Members of the public may address the Board of Trustees on items not on the agenda, which are 

within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco.  Speakers may address the Board for up to three minutes; the President or the Board of Trustees may limit the 

total comment to thirty minutes.  There was no public comment.
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Meeting Schedule

 
A.  
Executive Committee Meetings 

Date



Time

Location


November 11, 1999

Noon

233 Post Street, SF

   
December 9, 1999

Noon

233 Post Street, SF

B.
Board of Trustees Meetings

Date



Time

Location



October 14, 1999

3 p.m.

Gallery 23, de Young Museum


January 13, 2000

3 p.m.

Board Room, Legion of Honor


April 13, 2000


3 p.m.

Gallery 23, de Young Museum


June 8, 2000


3 p.m.

Board Room, Legion of Honor

October 12, 2000

3 p.m.

Gallery 23, de Young Museum

Future Events
Date



Event









June 10, 1999


Francis Bacon Opening



June 11-23, 1999

Associates Trip to Prague, Dresden & Berlin



June 24, 1999


Saxe Collection Opening Dinner



July 22, 1999


St. Francis of Assisi Opening 



September 16, 1999

Gantner-Meyer Opening



September 22-24, 1999
National Council in San Francisco

Current and Future Exhibitions
*Exhibitions organized by FAMSF

Title





Date


Museum/Gallery
Gallery One - Exhibition for Children
Ongoing

de Young Gallery One


Contemporary American Artists’ Books*
02/13/99-05/16/99
Legion L

Opera Costume from the Ring Cycle*
02/27/99-06/27/99
de Young 22

Theater & Dance Collection (Memorial

  Exhibition for Nancy Van Norman Baer)*
05/01/99-09/05/99
de Young 36-37

Artists Studio*



05/01/99-Ongoing
de Young 5

Contemporary Fiber and Art to Wear:

  Recent Acquisitions



05/01/99-11/28/99
de Young 28-30

Selections from the Anderson Collection:

  Claes Oldenburg Prints & Multiples
*
06/05/99-09/19/99
Legion A
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Current and Future Exhibitions (continued)
*Exhibitions organized by FAMSF

Title





Date


Museum/Gallery
Francis Bacon:  A Retrospective

06/12/99-08/02/99
Legion B-F


  Exhibition







& Rosekrans

Logan Gallery: Animals Real and Imagined*06/19/99-08/29/99
Legion L

The Art of Craft:  Contemporary




  Works from the Saxe Collection

06/26/99-10/17/99
de Young 41-44


The Treasury of St. Francis of Assisi

07/24/99-11/14/99
Legion 6/14

Wedding Dresses from the Permanent


  Collection*




08/07/99-02/20/00
de Young 22


Logan Book Gallery 



09/04/99-12/12/99
Legion L

Spirit Country:  Australian Aboriginal Art

  from the Gantner-Meyer Collection*
09/18/99-01/09/00
Legion B-F


  








& Rosekrans

Anderson:  Richard Diebenkorn’s 41

09/25/99-01/23/99
Legion A


  Etchings*






Art for Elders




09/28/99-10/03/99
de Young

Alain Kirill:  A Dialogue with Rodin*
10/09/99-01/02/00
Legion 8/10/12

Herzog and de Meuron Model for a

10/14/99-01/02/00
de Young 36/37

  New de Young*





Narratives of African American Art

11/13/99-02/13/00
de Young 44c

  and Identity:  The David C. Driskell

  Collection


Museum Pieces:  Bay Area Artists 

11/20/99-03/12/00
de Young 41/44a, b

  Envision the de Young*




The Wiedersperg Collection*


12/18/99-06/25/00
de Young 29-30/27

Achenbach - Leonard Baskin*

01/22/00-04/16/00
de Young 36/37


Anderson:  Legendary Lithography:

  Prints from ULAE*



02/05/00-05/14/00
Legion F

Georgia O’Keeffe:  The Poetry of

02/19/00-05/14/00
Legion A-D

  of Things







& Rosekrans

Bouquets to Art



03/00/00-03/00/00
Legion

Hands and Minds:  The Art of Writing
03/11/00-04/15/00
de Young TBA

  of Young People in 20th Century

  America


John Gutmann Bequests*


04/29/00-08/06/00
de Young 36-37


Youth Arts Festival



05/00/00-05/00/00
de Young HC/27


2000 BC:  The Bruce Conner Story

05/21/00-07/30/00
de Young 44


  Part II




Wayne Thiebaud:  A Paintings

06/10/00-09/03/00
Legion A-F


  Retrospective






& Rosekrans
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Adjournment in Memory of Miss Katharine Hanrahan, Trustee Emerita, and Professor 

Erle Loran, Honorary Trustee - Mrs. Alfred S. Wilsey, President
There being no further business, President Wilsey adjourned the meeting at 5:10 p.m. in memory 

of Miss Katharine Hanrahan, Trustee Emerita, and Professor Erle Loran, Honorary Trustee.








Respectfully submitted,








Judy Gough








Executive Secretary

Note:  These minutes set forth all actions taken up by the Board of Trustees on matters stated, but not necessarily in the order in which the matters were considered.

Immediately following this meeting, the Corporation of The Fine Arts Museums held its regular meeting.
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