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Memorandum

To:  

Members of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors

Cc:

Gloria L. Young, Clerk of the Board of Supervisors

From:

San Francisco Youth Commission

Date:

December 18, 2003

RE:
 Referral from the Board of Supervisors, File 031242
Per the referral from the Clerk of the Board, the San Francisco Youth Commission voted on December 15, 2003 to support the following Resolution:

Ordinance adding Article III to Chapter 20 of the San Francisco Administrative Code to establish participation in the Supportive Transitional Emancipation Program (STEP), in which eligible foster youth may receive financial support while participating in an educational or training program, or any activity consistent with their transitional independent living plan up to 21 years of age pursuant to section 11403.1 of the Welfare and Institutions Code.

The Commission also made the following statement regarding this item:

The transition from living in the Foster Care system to living independently is very difficult for youth, especially financially. The Supportive Transitional Emancipation Program (STEP) was created to provide financial assistance to youth emancipated from the Foster Care system.  This monthly $500 stipend can be used for housing, education, and job training.

Many youth coming out of foster care at the age of 18 need all the financial help they can get in order to live independently in a successful way and to improve their chances of living successfully in the future through education and job training.  The continuation of STEP would be an enormous gain in services to the recently emancipated youth of the city and county of San Francisco.

The San Francisco Youth Commission unanimously supported the continuation of STEP in the 2002-2003 term.   The Youth Commission supports this ordinance and strongly urges the Board of Supervisors to support this ordinance as well.
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