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[Golden Gate Park road closures.]

RESOLUTION URGING THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO TO DEFER ON POTENTIAL LEGISLATION MANDATING ANY POTENTIAL ROAD CLOSURE BESIDES THE APPROVED SUNDAY AND HOLIDAY CLOSURES WITHIN GOLDEN GATE PARK.

WHEREAS, Hundreds of youth and their families utilize the services, facilities and accordingly access roads within Golden Gate Park every day, and rely on feasible automobile transit to ensure equal access to the park, especially to the playgrounds and other recreational facilities; and

WHEREAS, The majestic Golden Gate Park provides a variety of services to enhance the quality of life of youth and citizens of the city abroad, particularly sports facilities, museums, recreational spaces and playgrounds for our children; and,
WHEREAS, Youth and their families visit the park and utilize their facilities particularly on weekends, especially Saturdays in light of personal obligations and engagements, in particular school or work; and, 

WHEREAS, The eastern portion of Golden Gate Park contains the most important recreational and cultural facilities within San Francisco, particularly the M.H. DeYoung Memorial Museum, the California Academy of Sciences, the Children’s Playground, Kezar Stadium, and other numerous recreational facilities; and,

WHEREAS, For more than thirty years Golden Gate Park between Kezar Drive and Transverse Drive has served as one of its most popular areas; and,

WHEREAS, During the last twenty years the Recreation and Park Commission 

has imposed a road closure on Sundays and Holidays within the eastern portion of Golden Gate Park; and, 

WHEREAS, The issue regarding potential road closures within Golden Gate Park certainly has gone unrecognized; in 2000, two competing ballot initiatives appeared on the November ballot, one favoring a Saturday road closure, the other calling for a closure when means of parking are established with the park, both measures lost the necessary percentage of votes needed for approval; and, 

WHEREAS, Future developments within the eastern portion of Golden Gate Park will be affected by such a road closure proposal, including the proposed concourse parking facility and the new DeYoung Museum; and, 

WHEREAS, Supervisor Matt Gonzalez introduced an ordinance before the San Francisco Board of Supervisors on August 27, 2001 which would amend section 6.12 of the Park Code to initiate a Saturday road closure on the eastern portion of Golden Gate Park; and

WHEREAS, Although the Board of Supervisors efforts are laudable, the best interest of our youth and their families must be kept in mind when making such decisions, particularly in light of actions which may deter access to important recreational and cultural facilities for families youth during a reasonable and popular time for using such facilities and automobile roads therein; now, therefore be it,

RESOLved, That San Francisco Youth Commission hereby urges the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco to defer on potential legislation mandating any potential road closure, particularly Saturday closures, besides the approved Sunday and Holiday road closures within the Golden Gate Park; and, be it

FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be sent to Supervisor Matt Gonzalez with the intent that he consider the impact of any legislation therein which will have a significant impact on the cultural and social vitality of San Francisco’s youth. 
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