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[Supportive Housing]

RESOLUTION URGING THE SAN FRANCISCO BOARD OF SUPERVISORS, AND OTHER INVESTED PARTIES, TO EXAMINE AND IMPLEMENT INTEGRATED MENTAL HEALTH/SUBSTANCE ABUSE PROGRAMS IN CONCURRENCE WITH SUPPORTIVE HOUSING.


WHEREAS, the recent homeless counts show an increase in the number of homeless who reside in San Francisco; and,


WHEREAS, both the City and County of San Francisco, as well as the State of California, are in a process of crafting legislation to address concerns regarding the homeless community; and,


WHEREAS, between recently emancipated homeless youth, youth who fled abusive households, youth who are members of homeless family units, LGBTQ youth who seek our city as a safe place of refuge after coming out and being rejected, and youth living on their own who cannot afford housing in the current market, the San Francisco Youth Commission has particular interest in the policy actions taken regarding homelessness; and,


WHEREAS, affordable housing is recognized as the ultimate solution to homelessness, we acknowledge that in reaching that goal, we must also pay special attention to the mental health and substance abuse needs of those who require forms of concurrent treatment; and,

WHEREAS, it is a crucial matter that we support integrated mental health and substance abuse programs so that there is full communication and an encompassing plan to assist those most in need of services, who are often also those who will not voluntarily seek program involvement; and,


WHEREAS, the San Francisco community could benefit from the adoption of a training curriculum concerning people with co-occurring psychiatric and addictive disorders and that addresses both levels of severity, as well as the needs of providers in both systems; and,


WHEREAS, assisted mental health and substance abuse treatments which include team case management could be designed with a supervised living component; and,


WHEREAS, the temporary solution of increased shelter beds creates a potential disservice to both tax-payers and the homeless community, by not providing a steady living environment, which has been proven imperative in recovery of all forms; and,


WHEREAS, all of the previous mentioned suggestions are not to undermine, or dismiss the need of focus on preventative measures; and,


WHEREAS, it is acknowledged that, unless preventative measures are taken, youth with mental health problems are more likely to become adults with substance abuse problems as well - setting them up to grow to fit the description that is currently being used to describe the “chronically homeless”; and,


WHEREAS, community need, public opinion, and legislative attention all show that addressing the homeless issue is at the forefront of our concern; and, 

      WHEREAS, as a chartered representative of young people, and as a body both with personal and professional knowledge of homeless concerns, it is important that the Youth Commission be included in the full dialog for solutions; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED, That the San Francisco Youth Commission urges the Board of Supervisors to take into consideration an increase in integrated mental health and substance abuse programs that include supportive housing; and, be it


FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Youth Commission, serving as a chartered advisor to the Mayor and the Board of Supervisors, requests to be contacted prior to the introduction of any new legislation regarding homelessness; and, be it


FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be sent to the Mayor’s Office on Homelessness, Department of Public Health, Department of Human Services, California State Senate, California State Assembly and to Governor Gray Davis.

__________________________________________________________________________

ANTHONY E. VALDEZ, CHAIR
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