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Van Ness BRT
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Site Analysis
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Kind

of a

Dud

Seventh mayor of San Francisco: 1855 to 1856

James Van Ness

“ Van Ness was elected mayor as a 
Democrat in 1855. However, his 
administration proved ineffectual in the 
face of three major crises that arose.”
– Wikipedia
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1898 Spanish American War Procession 
leaving for Manila

Van Ness Street scene 1878
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The city was burning and the 
water lines were broken. City 
officials decided to try to start a 
fire break. It was unsuccessful 
on the first attempt and so the 
decision was made to attack 
the widest street, Van Ness. 
All the dynamite that could be 
found was brought to the street. 
Imagine if you will block after 
block, mansion after mansion, 
millionaires pride reduced to 
rocks and boards. 
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Van Ness street scene 1930 Van Ness (at Broadway) street scene 1933
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Market Street Intersection 1920, 1994
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MARKET STREET GATEWAY CIVIC CENTER MID-RISE COMMERCIAL HOSPITAL HOUSING SHORELINE
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Urban Context
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MARKET STREET GATEWAY CIVIC CENTER MID-RISE COMMERCIAL HOSPITAL HOUSING SHORELINE

* Includes transitional meidans that split

Buildings

Composite

Blocks and Open Space
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POW
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VROOMGROWL
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Precedents
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Untitled Map  

Write a description for your map.  

 

Legend    
 

400 ft

N

➤➤

N

SAN FRANCISCO EMBARCADERO
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QUITO, ECUADOR BRT
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CHICAGO, ILLINOIS BRT
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PORTO ALEGRE, BRAZIL BRT
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BROOKLYN

CHICAGO

KANSAS CITY

ALBANY
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The BRT
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SOLID SOLID SOLID SOLID SOLID SOLIDVOID VOID
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1”:100’



BUILDING DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION 
S.F. DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
A R C H I T E C T U R E

Van Ness Avenue Bus Rapid Transit
FEB 2014

35

G
REEN

 ST.

N

JACKSO
N

 ST.
JACKSO

N
 ST.

PACIFIC AVE.

BRO
A

D
W

AY ST.

PACIFIC AVE.

BOARDING PLATFORM

BOARDING PLATFORM

BRO
A

D
W

AY ST.

VA
LLEJO

 ST.
VA

LLEJO
 ST.

G
REEN

 ST.

BOARDING PLATFORM

BOARDING PLATFORM



BUILDING DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION 
S.F. DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
A R C H I T E C T U R E

Van Ness Avenue Bus Rapid Transit
FEB 2014

36

SCALE: 1” = 30’ - 0”
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SIDEWALKPARKING
SOUTHBOUND 
TRAFFIC LANESBRT LANEBRT LANE MEDIAN

NORTHBOUND 
TRAFFIC LANESPARKINGSIDEWALK

NO PLATFORMVAN NESS BRT SECTION A:
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SIDEWALKPARKING
SOUTHBOUND 
TRAFFIC LANESBRT LANEBRT LANE MEDIANMEDIAN

NORTHBOUND 
TRAFFIC LANESPARKINGSIDEWALK

DOUBLE PLANTINGVAN NESS BRT SECTION B:
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SIDEWALKPARKING
SOUTHBOUND 
TRAFFIC LANESBRT LANES

TRANSIT
PLATFORM

NORTHBOUND 
TRAFFIC LANESPARKINGSIDEWALK

SINGLE PLATFORMVAN NESS BRT SECTION C:
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SIDEWALKPARKING
SOUTHBOUND 
TRAFFIC LANESBRT LANES MEDIAN

TRANSIT
PLATFORM

NORTHBOUND 
TRAFFIC LANESPARKINGSIDEWALK

DOUBLE PLATFORM WITH PLANTINGVAN NESS BRT SECTION D:
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SIDEWALKPARKING
SOUTHBOUND 
TRAFFIC LANES

TRANSIT
PLATFORMBRT LANES

TRANSIT
PLATFORM

NORTHBOUND 
TRAFFIC LANESPARKINGSIDEWALK

DOUBLE PLATFORMVAN NESS BRT SECTION E:
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VAN NESS BRT SIDEWALK AMENITIES

2’ 5’ 9’

16’

BUFFER ZONE

AMENITIESSECTION

BOLLARDS + RAILS

SPECIAL PAVING

WAYFINDING/TRANSIT INFO

BIKE RACK

STREET TREES

SITE FURNISHING ZONE

LIGHTING

ROADWAY BUFFER ZONE SITE FURNISHING 
ZONE

SIDEWALK
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5’ ADA
SET-BACK

3’-3”  WIDE
SHELTER

ENVELOPE

13” CALTRANS SET-BACK 
(NO BUILD ZONE)

10’ OCS SET-BACK

9’-4” PLATFORM WIDTH

11’ WIDE TRAFFIC LANE 11’ WIDE BUS RAPID TRANSIT LANE

14” 
6” 

11’ WIDE TRAFFIC LANE

SCALE: 1’= 1/32”

13”

(NO BUILD ZONE)



BUILDING DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION 
S.F. DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
A R C H I T E C T U R E

Van Ness Avenue Bus Rapid Transit
FEB 2014

46

120’ PLATFORM LENGTH

RAMP

9’
-4

” P
LA

TF
O

RM
 W

ID
TH

SCALE: 1/32” = 1’-0”

5’ ADA
SET-BACK

3’-3”  WIDE
SHELTER ENVELOPE

13” CALTRANS SET-BACK (CURB)

SCALE: 1/128” = 1’-0”

5’ x 8’ 
ACCESSIBLE 

LOADING 
ZONE

60’ ARTICULATED BUS

11
’ W

ID
E 

D
ED

IC
AT

ED
 B

U
S 

LA
N

E



BUILDING DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION 
S.F. DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
A R C H I T E C T U R E

Van Ness Avenue Bus Rapid Transit
FEB 2014

47



BUILDING DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION 
S.F. DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
A R C H I T E C T U R E

Van Ness Avenue Bus Rapid Transit
FEB 2014

48



BUILDING DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION 
S.F. DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
A R C H I T E C T U R E

Van Ness Avenue Bus Rapid Transit
FEB 2014

49



BUILDING DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION 
S.F. DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
A R C H I T E C T U R E

Van Ness Avenue Bus Rapid Transit
FEB 2014

50



BUILDING DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION 
S.F. DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
A R C H I T E C T U R E

Van Ness Avenue Bus Rapid Transit
FEB 2014

51



BUILDING DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION 
S.F. DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
A R C H I T E C T U R E

Van Ness Avenue Bus Rapid Transit
FEB 2014

52



BUILDING DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION 
S.F. DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
A R C H I T E C T U R E

Van Ness Avenue Bus Rapid Transit
FEB 2014

53


