


           
  

                             
                                      

                                      
                         

  
                                         

                                         
                                            
                                      
                                            

                                         
  

  
                                         
                                      

        
                                            
                             

                                                  
                                         

                                         
     

  
                          
                                
                                         

                                 
  

                                                  
                                      

                                            
                 

     
  

                                         
                                         

                             
                                   

                          
                                            

                                      
                                      

                                            
           

Concept Statement: Decompression Plaza 

The Decompression  Plaza Project would  convert the dead-‐‑end portion of the  19th Street public-‐‑right-‐‑of-‐‑
way (west of Indiana Street) into an 8,300-‐‑sf public  pedestrian plaza,  and potentially redesign and re-‐‑
landscape the adjoining 5,700-‐‑sf I-‐‑280  embankment owned by CalTrans. The plaza is named after the  
annual Burning Man  festival hosted  along Indiana Street every October. 

Decompression Plaza would combine Burning Man’s artistic spirit with the industrial heritage of the 
Dogpatch neighborhood to create an “outdoor gallery” for large-‐‑scale and industrial art. Build, Inc., 
project sponsor of the 650 Indiana Street residential project, in partnership with UP Urban, a local  non-‐‑
profit, and  a coalition  of local  arts groups including the  Black Rock Arts Foundation, would use the 
space to curate a series  of large-‐‑scale public art pieces simliar  in scale to the work SFMOMA has  
installed at Chrissy Field, as well as provide a gathering space for neighborhood  events and  musical 
performances.  

A line of trees along the plaza’s eastern edge  would provide  a buffer from traffic along Indiana Street, 
while a bulb-‐‑out along the same edge would encourage  pedestrian access from Esprit Park,  a  popular 
neighborhood  park  located  immediately  across the street.  Outside  café  seating  and  tables  for  the  corner 
retail/art café  space would be located in the northern-‐‑most portion of the plaza, and benches would be  
sprinkled along the perimeter of  the plaza. An  iconic community  event stage, pavilion,  or 
amphitheater-‐‑style seating would be located on the west side of the plaza, to invigorate the plaza and 
create a unique and recognizable gathering  space for public events and performances. A  portion of the 
southeast corner  of the plaza would also be reserved for  a series  of rotating public  art pieces  or  artist in 
residence showcase.  

The southeast  corner of  the  proposed  residential project at 650 Indiana has been  carefully  designed  to 
invite interaction between the new plaza and the development  with a proposed  “art  café,” bridging  
public and  private space. The café would  act as a steward  to the public Decompression  Plaza space by 
supporting activities on the  proposed plaza, such  as gallery  or artist in  residence installations.  

UP Urban is working with CalTrans to provide 5,700 SF of landscape improvements and a location for 
additional art installations on the  I-‐‑280  embankment located directly to the  west of the  plaza. The goal 
is to design a ped-‐‑only plaza,  with  the potential exception of a limited vehicle access route for 
installation and removal  of public art pieces,  enforced  by  removable  vehicular  bollards  posted  at  the 
plaza entrance. 

The project sponsor is seeking to fund  development of the plaza by  entering  into an  in-‐‑kind impact fee 
agreement and is also collaborating with the Black Rock Arts Foundation, Burning Man  Project, Five 
Ton Crane, the San Francisco Arts Commission, Public Utilities Commission,  and  Department  of  Public 
Works to identify additional funding sources beyond the Eastern  Neighborhoods Impact Fee to 
supplement the budget for  implementing Decompression Plaza, for  both management and 
maintenance of the plaza and programming for the art installations and community events. In the 
event that the  Dogpatch Green Benefits  District (GBD) is approved in June 2014,  it may assume 
responsibility for the ongoing maintenance of the plaza. If  the project  sponsor identifies funds sufficient 
to build the plaza, it  would be constructed towards the end of  the construction period of the 650  
Indiana residential development project. 
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