August 15, 2013
To:

SF Rec and Parks
SF Arts Commission
Sup. Breed’s Office
Panhandle Park Groups

Re:

Proposed protection for the McKinley Monument

NOPNA would like to thank the team from the Arts Commision for meeting with the neighbors at both
our July General Meeting and at the McKinley Monument on August 6. After first being opposed to the
installation of a fence around the McKinley Monument on the eastern end of the Panhandle, the North of
Panhandle Neighborhood Association is now in support of installing an architecturallyappropriate fence
around the monument, similar in size and scope as depicted in the handout provided at the August 6,
2013 meeting at the monument.
As part of this support, we believe the following should still be met:
● Final designs of the fence should be presented to the neighbors for comment, discussion and
approval. NOPNA can help accommodate this through our September General Meeting or our
email list, facebook page, website, and/or newsletter.
● SF Recreation and Parks needs to daylight the grove of trees to the west of the monument
through tree removal and higher branch/limb trimming.
● SF Recreation and Parks along with NOPNA and other community groups, such as the
Panhandle Park Stewards, should come up with a plan and funding stream to provide
landscaping and seating, in order to continue to keep the area as an active gathering and
lounging space so community members can continue to enjoy the space.
● SF Recreation and Parks and the SF Arts Commision, along with input from NOPNA and other
community groups, should develop a design for lighting the monument and the grove of trees at
night, as this is when much of the nefarious activities occur.
NOPNA appreciates the effort put forth by the Arts Commission and the cooperation of Recreation and
Parks in coming up with the plan, and hopes that this momentum can continue in order to complete the
project in the near future.
Sincerely,
J.J. Strahle
Board President of the North of Panhandle Neighborhood Association.

North of Panhandle Neighborhood Association...P.O. Box 591208...San Francisco, CA 94159
Email:

nopna@nopna.org...Web: http://wp.nopna.org

