
 

 

 
STAFF REPORT 

 

Date:   February 13, 2012 

To:  Honorable Members of the Visual Arts Committee 

From:  Mary Chou 

Re:  Art on Market Street 

 
During the August 2011 Visual Arts Committee meeting, Commissioners approved Christina 
Empedocles’s proposal for an Art on Market Street poster series, but asked the artist to consider movies 
that spanned a variety of genres and to include more contemporary films. The original list consisted of the 
following: The Birds (1963), The Maltese Falcon (1941), Harold and Maude (1971), Vertigo (1958), 
Escape from Alcatraz (1979), Bullitt (1968), and Dirty Harry (1971). Below is a description of the artist’s 
explanation for her primary list of movies for her poster series, and her secondary list, if she is unable to 
secure permissions for movies in the primary list.  
 
Description of Poster Series 
With this primary list of films for the Art on Market Street poster series, the goal was to narrow down and 
select a list of movies from several different decades and a host of different genres, including major 
motion pictures as well as independent films, each with one thing in common: they'd be the best movies 
of their respective eras and genres to feature San Francisco itself as a prominent character. The images 
created from the following six classic motion pictures would include a poster from the film, as well as a 
collage of key visual elements associated with that film, and should be instantly recognizable to just about 
any longtime City resident, film buff, or keen-eyed observer. These visual elements would be extensions 
of the components of the posters, comprised of key props, characters (dependent on permission), and 
possibly quotes, bits of map, or small shots of various locations. 
 
Primary List 
1. The Birds (1963, Suspense), Directed by Alfred Hitchcock. Starring Tippi Hedren and Rod Taylor– 

Landing at no. 7 on the American Film Institute's list of the 'Top 100 Heart-Pounding Movies in 
American Cinema', The Birds follows a San Francisco socialite as she pursues a handsome lawyer to 
his bay side home and finds herself in the middle of series of violent and inexplicable avian attacks.  
Key visual elements: many different type of birds 

 
2. THX 1138 (1969, Science Fiction), Directed by George Lucas, Starring Robert Duvall and Maggie 

McOmie– Many scenes in pre-Star Wars George Lucas' dystopian drama were filmed in various 
BART stations, trains, and tunnels. 
Key visual elements: pills and bald heads, futuristic vehicles  

 
3. Dirty Harry (1971, Action / Cop), Directed by Don Siegel, Starring Clint Eastwood and John Vernon– 

Amidst Clint Eastwood's equally lengthy and impressive body of film work, perhaps no movie stands 
taller than Dirty Harry, in which a wild chase leads the gruff man of the law through San Francisco, 
including a key scene in Kezar Stadium. 
Key visual elements: .44 Magnum and bandaids 

 
4. What's Up, Doc? (1972, Screwball Comedy) Directed by Peter Bogdanovich, Staring Barbara 

Streisand and Ryan O'Neal – A central cars-versus-bicycle chase scene in this Barbra Streisand  
comedy streaks through the streets of San Francisco, ultimately coming to an end in the Bay. 
Key visual elements: Jewels, secret documents, underwear and rocks.  

 



 

 

5. The Times of Harvey Milk (1984, Independent Documentary), Directed by Rob Epstein– Newspaper 
clippings from San Francisco rags such as The Chronicle and The Examiner serve as entry points for 
many scenes in this film, an Oscar-winning documentary recounting the story of The City's (and 
indeed the state's) first openly gay public official. 
Key visual elements: quotes from the film, newspaper clippings 

 
6. So I Married an Axe Murderer (1993, Romantic Comedy), Directed by Thomas Schlamme, Starring 

Mike Myers and Nancy Travis– Before he became Austin Powers, Canadian comedian Mike Myers 
starred in this underrated laugher set in and around The City, including a tour of the Beat poet scene 
in North Beach and a visit to Alcatraz. 
Key visual elements: axes, meats, bagpipes 

 
Secondary List 
Other great films that I would use if I couldn't get permission from the copyright holders on the primary list: 
 
- The Maltese Falcon (1941, Film Noir), Directed by John Huston. Staring Humphrey Bogart and Mary 

Astor. 
- Vertigo (1958, Psychological Thriller), Directed by Alfred Hitchcock, Starring James Stewart and Kim 

Novak. 
- Bullitt (1968, Action/Cop)Directed by Peter Yates. Starring Steve McQueen. 
- Petulia, (1968, Drama) Directed by Richard Lester. Starring Julie Christie and George C. Scott.  
- Harold and Maude (1971, Comedy) Directed by Hal Ashby. Starring Ruth Gordon and Bud Cort. 
- The Conversation (1974, Drama/Mystery) Directed by Francis Ford Coppola. Starring Gene 

Hackman and Teri Garr. 
- Invasion of the body Snatchers, (1978, Horror/Science Fiction) Directed by Philip Kaufman. Starring 

Donald Sutherland, Jeff Goldblum, Leonard Nimoy. 
- View to a Kill (1985, Action/Spy) Directed by John Glen. Starring Roger Moore and Grace Jones. 
- Memoirs of an Invisable Man (1992, Comedy) Directed by John Carpenter. Starring Chevy Chase 

and Daryl Hannah.  
- Following Sean (2005, Documentary) Directed by Ralph Arlyck. Starring Sean Farrell, narrated by 

Ralph Arlyck. 
 
 


