
Islais Creek and marshland, named for 
the Islay wild cherries that grew on its 
banks, as photographed in the 1920s 

Heron’s Head Park, a peninsular 
saltwater marshland restoration by the 
Port of San Francisco that attracts aquatic 
wildlife, waterfowl, and shorebirds  

Lead steer and slaughterhouse of historic 
Butchertown, located at the wetlands in 
the vicinity of 3rd and Evans 

Prunus ilicifolia, Islay Cherry, a native 
shrub that grew along the Islais Creek 
and was cultivated as a food source for 
hundreds of years, starting with First 
Peoples

Numerous species of shorebirds and 
waterfowl occupy Heron’s Head Park 
and the airspace around it

“All the air came out of the balloon, and 
it just came to the ground and it’s still 
there, and it’s just waiting for someone 
to put some more air in and blow it up.” 
- community activist Essie Webb, shown 
in the lower right corner of this 1960s 
photograph of the Bayview Hunters Point 
Joint Housing Committee, describing her 
neighborhood.
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transf iguration
Bayview Hunters Point has evolved as successions of people and their changing 
values have became interwoven with the natural ecology.  Transfiguration is a 
dynamic visual metaphor for this transformation, weaving together symbols of 
the neighborhood’s changing economy, ecology, and community.  

The artwork is a large-scale mural wrapping around the facade of Pier 92’s 
central grain elevator.  The art can be either painted directly onto the building 
or printed on a durable mesh fabric and fastened to it.  The mural is structured 
with a matrix of triangles that get increasingly larger as they move up the wall.  
Imagery drawing inspiration from the area’s natural and cultural landscape 
are filtered through the matrix and transfigured into an abstract pattern that 
combines the past, present, and future in a cohesive design that transforms 
from one symbol to another as it moves up the facade.

Nighttime lighting will transform the art into a theatrical animation of its daytime 
self.  Low-energy LED light fixtures installed at the base of the building will 
illuminate the façade, cycling through a series of colors (red, green, and blue) 
that cause the mural to continuously change its appearance.  Particular light 
colors will highlight images of the same color while causing other colors to 
recede into the background.  This striking effect will result in the appearance 
of an animated graphic illustrating a neighborhood in transformation.

Shifting colors of nighttime illumination isolate particular elements of the artwork, creating an animated effect as the light colors change.

Large-scale symbols included in the mural are visible from a distance and work at the scale of surrounding industrial structures.
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