
 

DATE:  July 11, 2013 

 

Project Outline:  Southeast Community Facility Renovation 

Description:  The Southeast Community Facility (SECF) is located at 1800 Oakdale Ave in the Bayview 
Hunters Point neighborhood.  The building is owned by the San Francisco Public Utilities Commission 
(SFPUC), and was constructed as a mitigation measure in return for the community’s acceptance of the 
SFPUC’s wastewater treatment plant in the midst of their neighborhood.  The building is home to a City 
College campus, as well as a number of social service agencies and non-profits.  The building is 
undergoing extensive internal renovation, including renovation of a large atrium area off of the entry 
lobby.  The building is four stories high, and the floor of the atrium is two stories below the main entry, 
accessible by elevator only.  The elevator lobby is separated from the main lobby space by a glass wall 
and door.  The atrium floor is filled with plantings, making the space unusable.  The building is cast 
formed concrete, and both exterior and interior walls are left natural. Sheetrock walls are mostly beige.   

The redesign of the space calls for removing the glass wall and building a stairway between the elevator 
lobby and the atrium floor, removing the plantings and building a café with seating.  There will also be 
new lighting, painting, and other miscellaneous refreshments of the space. The goal is to create a more 
inviting usable space, with greater visual and physical connection to the entry lobby. 



Artwork Opportunities:  The space is in need of color, articulation, and enlivenment.  A new, brighter, 
less monolithic color scheme could help articulate the sculptural qualities of the atrium, and help 
mitigate the overly high ceiling.  Large wall spaces, particularly the elevator lobby wall and entry 
mezzanine wall, are opportunities for artworks in sculptural relief, tile, or other durable materials.  
Sculptural elements in the café area are also a possibility.  Blank walls in the halls that overlook the 
atrium could become photo galleries.   

Due to the fact that this is an existing building, sculpture suspended in the atrium is not likely to be 
feasible due to the lack of special structural support necessary for such installations.  While textile based 
artworks might be feasible in this regard, this media needs regular cleaning.  Access to the work once 
installed would be very difficult and expensive. 

Approach:  Prior to beginning work, the Arts Commission staff will invite the building tenants and other 
interested parties to an informational meeting where staff will present the program outline for 
comment. The opportunity will also be presented at a SECF Commission meeting. 

The approach would be to select an artist to address atrium area, and create a significant artwork there.  
Staff also recommends using a portion of the funds to hire an interior designer to work in concert with 
the artist to develop a paint scheme to enliven the monolithic interior and accentuate the sculptural 
qualities of the atrium.  Photography focused on the local environment and community could be 
purchased/commissioned for the “gallery” walls in the hallways. 

Budget:  At this writing, the SFPUC does not have a final construction budget, but the 2% for Arts 
commitment is estimated to be between $200,000 and $300,000.  

Southeast Community Facility 
Preliminary Budget       7/8/2013 

Southeast Community 
Facility Total Art Administration Conservation 
 Art Enrichment   $  250,000.00        
 Art     $190,000.00      
 Administration @20%       $         50,000.00    
 Conservation @5%         $            10,000.00  
          
 Estimated Costs          
 Selection     $     5,000.00      

 Soft costs; 
engineering; artist 
fees, etc.,  est. @25%     $   46,250.00      
 Implementation     $111,000.00      
 Contingency     $   27,750.00      
 Subtotal Art:     $190,000.00      



 

Artist Selection:   

Major art opportunity:  FY13-14 Pre-Qualified Pool and additional recruitment 

Interior Designer:   Direct Selection 

2-D work for walls:   FY 13-14 Pre-Qualified Pool, existing PUC photo collection; RFP. 

 

Time line:  Artist Selection (major opportunity) 

July 24, 2013: SECF Commission meeting 
August 7 or 8, 2013:  Community/Tenant Meeting; Artist application workshop 
July 22-Aug. 23, 2013:  Review of Pre-Qualified Pool for Qualified Artists; additional recruitment 
Week of Sept. 3rd, 2013:  First Panel Meeting 
Sept. 9, 2013:  Arts Commission approval of finalists (presented under committee 
 reports.)* 
Sept. 30- Oct. 11, 2013:  Finalist Board Display, SECF 
Oct. 14 or 15, 2013:  2nd Panel Meeting 
Oct. 17, 2013:  VAC approval of selected artist/contract   
Nov. 4, 2013:   Arts Commission approval artist/contract 
December 2013:   Contract certified 
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