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GENEVA CAR BARN HISTORY
The Geneva Car Barn and Powerhouse was designed by the Reid 
Brothers in 1901 and 1903 respectively.  The building served as a 
depot for the San Francisco’s private railroads, as well as The San 
Francisco Municipal Railway and remains the last physical reminder 
of San Francisco’s first electric railway. In 1985, the Car Barn was 
declared a San Francisco city landmark, but after being heavily dam-
aged in the 1989 Loma Prieta earthquake, it was abandoned. In 1998, 
Muni announced plans to demolish the structure. In response, the 
Friends of the Geneva Car Barn and Powerhouse was formed as a 
neighborhood citizens group and succeeded in halting the demolition 
plans. In 2003, a Stabilization Project for the building was completed 
which included temporary seismic bracing and a new roof.  In 2004, 
ownership of the building was transferred to the San Francisco De-
partment of Recreation and Parks who, in partnership with the Friends 
group, developed a specific program for adaptive reuse based on 
Chicago’s award-winning Gallery 37.

In 2010, the Car Barn was listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places and design work began for the adaptive reuse and restora-
tion of the building to create a youth arts education center, theater 
and community assembly space. The rehabilitation will preserve and 
restore the exterior façade and the period-of-significance historic 
finishes while modifying the interior for code compliance, seismic 
strengthening and the building’s new use as a youth arts education 
center and community cultural center. 

The project is currently starting the Construction Documents phase 
of design.  The construction of the project will be phased; Phase 1 will 
renovate the Powerhouse and Phase 2 will renovate the Office Build-
ing. The project has received SHPO Part 2 approval.
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2SITE CONTEXT
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EAST ELEVATION NORTH ELEVATION

WEST ELEVATION

EXTERIOR ELEVATIONS
03’ 64’

SOUTH ELEVATION

EXTERIOR MATERIAL LEGEND
CONC-4	 EXISTING CONCRETE WALL (REF STRUCT)
CONC-5	 CONCRETE WALL (REF STRUCT)

MA-1	 EXISTING MASONRY WALL

MTL-3	 EXTERIOR METAL SIDING
MTL-4	 METAL ROOF
MTL-5	 METAL GUTTER/ DOWNSPOUT

GL-1	 LAMINATED CLEAR GLASS W/ LOW-E INTERLAYER
GL-5	 INSULATED GLASS W/ LOW-E COATING
GL-6	 INSUATED/ LAMINATED SKYLIGHT GLASS
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7SITE PLAN - FULL BUILD OUT
0 10 20FT

14

14

Natural Concrete
With Saw-Cut Joints

Muni Parking

Crushed Rock Mulch

Weathered Steel Plate Sign

Painted Crosswalk

Concrete Curb Ramp 

Detectable Warning Paving

Concrete  Seat Wall

Steel Landscape Header

Bike Racks
SF city standard bike racks

Custom Wood Bench

(E) Wall to Remain

(E) Muni Yard Gate 
-To remain

Concrete Stair

Security Fence 
8’-0” w/ Welded 
Wire Mesh Infill

Guardrail
42” w/Wire mesh infill

Emergency Egress Gate

Recycle / Trash Enclosure

Transformer

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

23 39 99 91110

4

5

6

12

17

 8

13

15

8

16

16

S A N  J O S E  A V E N U E

G
E

N
E

V
A

 A
V

E
N

U
E

1 4711

Restaurant Youth Arts Education Powerhouse /
Cultural Community Center

1819
2



GENEVA CAR BARN AND POWERHOUSE CIVIC DESIGN REVIEW SUBMISSION

8SITE ELEVATION - FULL BUILD OUT
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9SITE PLAN - PHASE 1 IMPROVEMENTS
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PROPOSED VIEW
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PROPOSED VIEW
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PROPOSED VIEW
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PROPOSED VIEW
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14SITE PLAN - LIGHTING
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3 Recessed Wall Pathlight
2384 LED by Bega

Geneva Car Barn + Powerhouse

EF4
05/28/201514109

Lighting Equipment Cut Sheet

Project:

1 1

Date:

Revised:

TYPE

JS NOLAN + ASSOCIATES LIGHTING DESIGN, LLC  •  601 Fourth Street  •  Suite 115  •  San Francisco CA  •  94107  •  415.618.0101 t  •  415.618.0171 f

Additional Comments:

 Lamp  A B C

2384 LED 11.2 W  LED 121⁄2 23⁄4 21⁄2

Recessed wall luminaires with directed light

Type:
BEGA Product:

Project:
Voltage:

Color:
Options:

Modified:

BEGA-US  1000 BEGA Way, Carpinteria, CA 93013  (805) 684-0533  FAX (805) 566-9474   www.bega-us .com      
©copyright BEGA-US 2014    Updated 05/14

A

B

C

Housing: Constructed of die-cast and aluminum with integral 
wiring compartment. Mounting tabs provided. Die castings are 
marine grade, copper free (≤ 0.3% copper content) A360.0 
aluminum alloy.

Enclosure: One piece die-cast aluminum faceplate. Clear 
tempered glass; .125" thick, machined flush to faceplate 
surface. Faceplate is secured by two (2) flush, socket head, 
stainless steel captive screws threaded into stainless steel 
inserts in the housing casting. Continuous high temperature, 
molded silicone rubber gasket for weather tight operation.

Electrical: 11.2 W LED luminaire, 14.5 total system watts, 
-30°C start temperature. Integral 120 V-277 V electronic LED 
driver, 0 -10 V dimming.The LED and driver are mounted on 
a removable plate for easy replacement. Standard LED color 
temperature is 3000K (available in 4000K; add suffix K4).  
Note: Due to the dynamic nature of LED technology, LED 
luminaire data on this sheet is subject to change at the 
discretion of BEGA-US. For the most current technical data, 
please refer to www.bega-us.com.

Finish: All BEGA standard finishes are polyester powder coat 
with minimum 3 mil thickness. Available in four standard BEGA 
colors: Black (BLK); White (WHT); Bronze (BRZ); Silver (SLV). 
To specify, add appropriate suffix to catalog number. Custom 
colors supplied on special order.

UL listed for US and Canadian Standards, suitable for wet 
locations and for installation within 3 feet of ground. IC rated. 
Protection class: IP65.

Luminaire Lumens: 342 
Tested in accordance with LM-79-08

4 In-Ground Linear Up Light
Lumenfacade by Lumenpulse

1 In-Ground Building Up Light
HP2 by BKSSL

2 Handrail Light
LR6 LED by Cole6 Bollard Light

X1 by a-light

Geneva Car Barn + Powerhouse

EF10
05/28/201514109

Lighting Equipment Cut Sheet

Project:

2 3

Date:

Revised:

TYPE

JS NOLAN + ASSOCIATES LIGHTING DESIGN, LLC  •  601 Fourth Street  •  Suite 115  •  San Francisco CA  •  94107  •  415.618.0101 t  •  415.618.0171 f

Additional Comments:

a · l i g h t 2 9 4 www.al ights.com

  e lementsX1 | aire1

ground mount
T5LED

4”

4”

HTLO™
horizontal

Available Mounting:

LED

Available Light Platforms:

LED 1 board in cross
per foot watts/ft lumens/ft

LL 2 120
LS 5 600
specifications subject to change

~ lumens at 4000k

ground mount
bollard

direct

7 Wall Scone
X4 by a-light

Geneva Car Barn + Powerhouse

EF11
05/28/201514109

Lighting Equipment Cut Sheet

Project:

1 3

Date:

Revised:

TYPE

JS NOLAN + ASSOCIATES LIGHTING DESIGN, LLC  •  601 Fourth Street  •  Suite 115  •  San Francisco CA  •  94107  •  415.618.0101 t  •  415.618.0171 f

Additional Comments:

3 0 5

X4
wall

5 Pathlight Post
Glow Star by BKSSL
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Office Building - Corrugated Roof  Color

Painted Sheet Metal Downspout, Bay Window Metal Roofing, Metal Railing Color

Office Building Brick Color (For General Reference only, 
Not Accounting For Natural Color Variations)

•	 Powerhouse - New Metal Entry Storefront and Metal  Surround
•	 Office Building - Aluminum Panels at c1906 Wall

EXTERIOR MATERIAL PALETTE



SITE MATERIAL PALETTE
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Saw-Cut Natural Concrete Security Fence and Gate- Amopanel by Ametco- color black

Weathered Steel Sign (by others)

Crushed Rock Mulch- Black Basalt

Bike Rack Welle by Palmer Group

Western Red Cedar Bench

Painted Steel Plate Curb (Custom Tnemec paint color)



PLANTING PLAN- TREES
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PLANTING PLAN- UNDERSTORY
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Lyonothamnus floribundus subsp. aspenfolius (Catalina Ironwood)--South Facade MUNI Yard Screen

Tristaniopsis laurina ‘Elegant’  (Elegant Brisbane Box) -  San Jose Avenue Street Tree

Tree Planting

PLANT PALETTE- TREES
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Ceanothus griseus var. horizontalis ‘Yankee Point’
Carmel Mountain Lilac

Leucadendron ‘Safari Goldstrike’
Yellow Cone Bush

Fragaria chiloensis ‘Carole Ann’
Coast Strawberry

Eriogonum latifolium 
Coast Buckwheat

Accent Shrubs and Succulents

PA-1- Planting Mix

Arctostaphylos densiflora ‘Howard McMinn’
Manzanita

Aloe ‘Blue Elf’
Blue Elf Aloe

Agave americana
American Aloe - Century Plant

Agave shawii x attenuata ‘Blue Flame’ 
Blue Flame Agave

PLANT PALETTE- UNDERSTORY
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