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Creative Space Grant Program Overview 
 
The Creative Space (CRSP) grant program supports the enhancement of San 
Francisco cultural facilities through Planning and Facility Improvement Grants. The 
category aims to improve existing arts facilities and develop new ones that will 
support the work of San Francisco’s arts organizations and artists.  
 
Creative Space Planning and Facilities grants support the planning or pre-planning 
for the development or acquisition of arts facilities; or capital improvements to 
address emergency situations, improve the capacity of the creative space, and/or to 
have significant positive effect on audience accessibility, comfort, and enjoyment. 
 
Panel Composition  
The three-member peer review panel convened on February 25, 2021 to rank the 
CRSP applications according to the stated review criteria in the published CRSP 
2020-2021 guidelines.  
 
The strength of the panelists’ expertise is in architecture, affordable housing, 
community engagement, and real estate experience. Demographics include one 
African American, one Latinx person, and one Asian American. Gender demographics 
include two women and one man. 
 
FY20-21 CRSP Funding Recommendations 
12 grant applications were received requesting a total of $1,034,014. 
 
The panelists reviewed 12 CRSP applications according to the stated review criteria. 
CRSP Funding recommendations include 6 applicants for a total of $400,000.  
 
Successful planning proposals included funding for feasibility studies and 
collaborative space planning for mission-aligned organizations that strongly 
demonstrated meeting SFAC’s equity goals. Facilities improvement proposals 
include the removal of asbestos and electrical rewiring, a build-out of a performing 
arts and community gathering space in the Mission, and a build out of a cultural hub 
and gallery space in SOMA. 
 
The applicants that did not score well were unable to clearly articulate how the 
project benefited and engaged and marginalized communities. 
 
Attachments 
Attachments to this memo include the list of CRSP applicants recommended for 
funding with scores and project descriptions, and panelist biographies. 
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FY21 Creative Space (CRSP) 

Panelist Biographies 

Jose A. Brunner works at the axis of research, speculation and practice in 

architecture. Originally from Tijuana, Mexico, Jose developed within a bicultural 

environment that both embraced and questioned the state of duality. He currently 

works as an architectural consultant with a special focus on public interest projects 

such as affordable housing and non-profit workplace. Past ventures include 

collaborating with A+D Architecture + Design on a series of projects serving the 

Latino community in San Francisco's Mission District. This includes affordable 

housing units for seniors and an immigrant resource center for low to moderate 

income families. 

Jose earned a Master of Science in Advanced Architectural Design from Columbia 

University where he was Awarded the Lucille Smyser Lowenfish Memorial Prize for 

his work on contested territories. He also earned a Bachelor of Architecture from the 

California College of the Arts where he is currently an Adjunct Professor in the 

Diversity Studies program. His seminar, Border Phenomena, explores the 

anthropology of frontiers, and the agency of art and design at the boundary between 

nations. 

Brandi Mack is the Director of Community Engagement at Design Justice and 

Designing Spaces. She is a native Oaklander, mother of three beautiful daughters, 

holistic health educator, therapeutic massage therapist, permaculture designer, and 

living systems thought leader. Brandi has worked and trained in the trauma-informed 

youth development sector for over fifteen years, using Urban Farming as a tool for 

personal development. Brandi is currently the national director of The Butterfly 

Movement and provides coaching in Restorative Justice. Brandi uses living systems 

principles to activate, support, and guide individuals and communities in connection 

back to the land and to a renewed self. Brandi is a spoken work artist, and a 

toastmaster. 

Cindy Wu is the Executive Director of LISC Bay Area. Since 1981, LISC has invested 

$924 million in Bay Area communities. As a key collaborator in the Partnership for 

the Bay's Future, LISC Bay Area manages a $500 million fund that invests in 

affordable housing production and preservation. 

Previously Cindy served as Deputy Director at Chinatown Community Development 

Center in San Francisco. There, Wu led work on a range of challenges-from 

affordable housing to equitable transportation to culturally sensitive economic 

development. She helped double CCDC's affordable housing portfolio over five years, 

and also managed the organization's planning program, helping residents advocate 

for their community and attracting more than $45 million in neighborhood capital 

improvements. 
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In addition to her nonprofit experience, Wu served five years on the San Francisco 

Planning Commission. Wu holds a master's degree in city planning from 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology and BA in architecture from UC Berkeley. 
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