
 

Teaching Artists 

Maddy Clifford is a lyricist, performer, and youth advocate. She holds an 
MFA in poetry from Mills College. Maddy has opened for such hip-hop legends 
as Souls of Mischief and Rah Digga. Her poetry has been published in The 
Black Scholar and she recently released an album called WordPlay under the 
rap-name MADlines. Maddy has held forth on panels with hip-hop journalist 
Davey D and workshopped her poetry with Willie Perdomo. She has several 
years of experience teaching youth in her hometown of Seattle, throughout the 
Bay Area, and even in the townships of South Africa. Maddy is also a fellow 
with Next Level, which sends American hip-hop artists around the world to use 

music and dance to promote cultural exchange, entrepreneurship, and conflict prevention. Her 
ultimate goal is to leave an indelible footprint in a shifting cultural landscape — one in which 
young people’s dreams for peace can take root! 
 
WritersCorps Sites: College Track, Juvenile Justice Center 
 

Minna Dubin is a writer, performer and teacher. She has written and starred 
in a one-woman show, produced plays written by pregnant and parenting 
teens, and is the recipient of an artist enrichment grant from the Kentucky 
Foundation for Women. Minna has worked with youth communities since 
2005. She has taught for WritersCorps, Huckleberry Youth, and Project 
WHAT! She has an MA in transformative language arts from Goddard College 
and is working on her first book-length manuscript, a series of essays on the 
theme of coming of age. She returns to WritersCorps as a trainer. 
 
 

 

Roseli Ilano is an educator and cultural worker with 11 years of community 
organizing and youth development experience with an emphasis on integrating 
creative writing, storytelling and arts into youth-led social justice campaigns. 
She has worked with several Bay Area youth development and media 
organizations including Independent Television Service, The Ella Baker Center 
For Human Rights, and Asian Pacific Islander Youth Promoting Advocacy and 
Leadership. She is co-editer of Walang Hiya, an anthology of Filipino and 
Filipino American writers and poets.  
 

WritersCorps Site: Oasis For Girls 
 

 
Sandra Garcia Rivera is an award-winning Nuyorican poet and an 
accomplished vocalist who has performed throughout the U.S., the Caribbean 
and Europe as a solo artist, and alongside musical legends. She holds an 
MFA in poetry from Antioch University Los Angeles, and is an alumna of the 
CalArts, Manikrudo Mambo Performance Workshop, the Writers of the 
Americas Conference in Cuba, VONA/Voices, and June Jordan’s Poetry for 
the People Program at University of California, Berkeley. For the past six 
years, Sandra has hosted and curated Lunda Literary Lounge & Open Mic at 
Galeria de la Raza. She performs regularly as a vocalist and percussionist 

with La Mixta Criolla, and as a frequent guest with Las Bomberas de la Bahia, Rico Pabon, 



and John Santos. Sandra is currently an artist in residence at Headlands Center for the Arts, 
where she is working on a manuscript of poetry. As a teaching artist and program coordinator 
Sandra has more than 20 years of experience in New York City and the San Francisco Bay 
Area supporting arts and creative writing programs that empower youth and community. 
 

WritersCorps Site: International Studies Academy 
 
 

Annie Rovzar has worked in youth development and education for the past 
seven years. She holds an MFA in creative writing from the University of San 
Francisco and has taught creative writing to youth through ExCel After School 
Programs. She has also worked with college students as a community 
coordinator for a study abroad program in El Salvador, and as an English 
composition instructor at San Quentin Prison through Patten University. She is 
passionate about work that connects creative writing and social good. 
 
WritersCorps Sites: Hilltop School for Pregnant and Parenting Teens, Mission 
High School (tentative) 

 

  
 

harold terezón was born in Los Angeles and studied at the University of 
California, Berkeley, and at San Francisco State University. He was awarded 
the PEN Rosenthal Emerging Voices Fellowship in 2006, and a James D. 
Phelan Literary Award from the San Francisco Foundation for his poetry 
manuscript in 2013. His work has appeared in Blue Print Review, Amistad, 
Borderlands, Puerto del Sol, and Palabra.  
 
WritersCorps Sites: Aptos Middle School, Sanchez Elementary 
 

 

 

 
All teaching artists will also serve The Mix teen center at the San Francisco Main Public 
Library. 


