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Idris Ackamoor 
Executive Director, Cultural Odyssey 
Idris Ackamoor is a multi-instrumentalist, composer, actor, tap dancer, director and 
videographer.  He is the Founder and Co-Artistic Director of the San Francisco 
performance company Cultural Odyssey. He is also Artistic Director of the legendary 
world music/jazz ensemble THE PYRAMIDS. In addition, Mr. Ackamoor is also a curator 
with the National Black Theatre Festival in Winston-Salem, North Carolina where he 
produces the New Performance in Black Theater Series as an integral part of the Festival.  
Since 1993 Idris has presented a who’s who of the African American performing arts 
including the late Sekou Sundiata, Roger Guenveur Smith, Ntozake Shange, Pearl Cleage, 
Will Power, Marc Bamuthi Joseph, and many others.  
 
Stella Adelman 
Theater and Adult Program Director, Dance Brigade's Dance Mission Theater 
A San Francisco native, Stella Adelman holds a B.A. in World Arts and Cultures from 
UCLA, where she graduated Summa Cum Laude and was awarded a Gold Shield Arts 
Scholarship. She also holds a Masters in Education from Pace University and spent a year 
studying liberal arts at La Universidad de La Habana and dance at El Instituto Superior del 
Arte in Havana, Cuba.  She co-produced the CubaCaribe Festival of Dance and Music from 
2007 to 2010, sat on the Advisory Board for both CounterPulse’s Performing Diaspora 
Program 2013-2014 and Duniya Drum and Dance Company, and has produced Carnaval 
San Francisco’s King and Queen Competition since 2014.  She has also worked with 
Embodiment Project on and off for the past five years as an Advisory Board Member, 
publicist, and grant writer/manager. As a dancer and performer she has had the honor to 
work with a number of Bay Area artists, including Rhodessa Jones, Susana Arenas 
Pedroso, Ramon Ramon Alayo, Tania Santiago, Krissy Keefer, Nol Simonse, Yismari Ramos 
Tellez, Michelle Martin, Portsha Jefferson, Jacinta Vlach, Elizabeth Soberanes, and Royland 
Lobato. Adelman’s own work has been shown at the Manifest-ival for Social Change and 
Guardianas de la Vida and she has toured nationally and internationally with Dance 
Brigade as a stage manager and tour manager. Adelman has been at Dance Mission since 
2006 and is currently Dance Mission’s Theater and Adult Program Director. As Dance 
Mission’s Theater Director she has considerable experience working in arts marketing and 
publicity, grant writing, production management, and artist mentorship.  
 
Shalini Agrawal 
Director, Center for Art and Public Life at California College of the Arts 
Shalini Agrawal is trained as an architect has over 20 years of experience facilitating 
diverse communities on local, national and international forums. She is the Director of the 
Center for Art + Public Life at the California College of the Arts. The Center believes 
community engagement is the foundation of a practice focused on changing the world. In 
order to fully experience this practice, the Center facilitates mutually-beneficial 
partnerships with community-based organizations. Agrawal is committed to furthering 
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this mission and holds firm to the belief that the individual’s well being is a reflection of 
the community’s, and the community’s well being is a reflection of its constituents. 
 
Aliza Arenson 
Associate Director of Development, Individual Giving, American Conservatory 
Theater 
Aliza Arenson is the Associate Director of Development at American Conservatory 
Theater (A.C.T.). In this capacity, she manages strategy and oversees implementation of 
individual annual giving programs. She was also instrumental in the fundraising for the 
$33.4 million campaign for the new Strand Theater. Prior to this position, Ms. Arenson was 
Manager of Individual Giving at the Contemporary Jewish Museum.  Her first position in 
the Bay Area was as the Individual Giving Manager at Children's Musical Theater San Jose. 
Ms. Arenson was a member of the 2010 DeVos Institute of Arts Management at the 
Kennedy Center Fellowship Program. The Devos program selects ten arts administrators a 
year to participate in a fulltime nine-month training program with Kennedy Center senior 
staff to learn all of the skills necessary to be an executive director. Before the fellowship, 
Ms. Arenson was the Director of Educational Programming at Pentacle, a performing arts 
service organization, with education programs to train young people for careers in dance 
with a focus on administration and production. At Materials for the Arts- NYC Department 
of Cultural Affairs, she administered an online material donation program for over 3,500 
organizations. Ms. Arenson has worked as a consultant to individual choreographers, 
completed the Dance Theater Workshop Arts Management Lab, and was a member of the 
2006 Arts Leadership Institute (Arts & Business Council NY) and the Community 
Resource Exchange/CUNY School of Professional Studies Fundraising Institute 2009. She 
was an intern for Jacob's Pillow Dance Festival, Dance Magazine, Williamsburg Arts 
NeXus, and Buglisi/Foreman Dance. Originally from San Diego, CA, she is a graduate of 
Barnard College- Columbia University with a BA in dance history and art history. 
 
Esailama Artry-Diouf 
Program Assistant, City of Oakland Cultural Funding Program 
Esailama Artry-Diouf began her professional career as a performing artist with Diamano 
Coura West African Dance Company in 1989 based in the Malonga Center for the Arts in 
Oakland. Diamano Coura West African Dance Company is a nonprofit cultural 
organization dedicated to the preservation, education, and appreciation of traditional 
West African music, dance, theater, and culture. Since its inception in 1975, Diamano 
Coura, under Emmy Award winning Director Dr. Zak Diouf and Artistic Director Naomi 
Washington-Diouf, has implemented its mission through ongoing workshops, 
performances, youth programs, touring engagements, lecture demonstrations, community 
outreach, and creative partnership programs with renowned artists and performing 
companies. 
 
In the last 20 years Dr. Artry-Diouf has also worked independently with choreographers 
and directors in the United States from various genres of African-derived performing arts 
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including the late Dr. Pearl Primus and Kemoko Sano and theatre companies such as the 
Ballet Folklorico de Bahia, Les Ballets Africaines, and the Liberian National Cultural 
Troupe. Internationally, she has worked with director John Martin (London) and such 
performing companies as Le Ballet National du Sénégal (Senegal), Theatre for Africa 
(South Africa) and Abhinaya Theatre Research Centre (India). As a teacher she has 
lectured and conducted long –term workshops throughout the United States, in India, 
Barbados and Trinidad-Tobago. She has worked closely with actor/activist Danny Glover 
for over 9 years and earned her Masters of Fine Arts in Theater and Dance and doctorate 
in Performance Studies from Northwestern University. She is a former three year board 
member of Good Work Network, a non-profit organization for 17 years helping help 
minority- and women-owned businesses start, grow, and succeed by providing business 
development services. In 2015 Dr. Artry-Diouf became a board member of the Alliance for 
California Traditional Arts (ACTA), an organization that providing advocacy, resources, 
and connections for folk and traditional artists to thrive. 
 
Linda Ayres-Frederick 
Executive Artistic Director, Phoenix Arts Association Theatre 
Since 1985, Linda Ayres-Frederick has enjoyed a diverse career as an actor, producer, 
director, critic and playwright in the San Francisco Bay Area with related work travel to 
NYC, Edinburgh, France, and Alaska. A member of the SF Bay Area Theatre Critics Circle 
(Vice President), American Theatre Critics Association, the Dramatists Guild of America, 
AEA, and AFTRA/SAG, Linda is twice a Shubert Playwriting Fellow with numerous 
productions and publications in Bay Area Festivals including Best of SF Fringe 2010 & 2011 
(for her play Afield) and Best Play of Marin Fringe 2012 (for her solo Cantata #40, also 
read in 2013 in Valdez, Alaska at the Last Frontier Theatre Conference). In 2013 at the 
Marsh San Francisco, and at the O’Hanlon Arts Center in Marin, she performed an earlier 
solo version of Blizzard. And in 2014 won Best of SF Fringe for Blizzard ably directed by 
Joe Weatherby.  Her full-length play Kiska Bay was read at Tides Theatre in the 
Dramatists Guild Footlight Series. Her current full-length plays include The Unveiling, 
Black Swan, The Umbrella Play, and One Foot on the Water. In 2011, The Mav Mum Murder 
was read at the LFTC in Valdez, where Linda’s various work has received readings seven 
times over the last nine years. Two of her plays (Dinner with the Undertaker’s Son and 
Waiting in the Victory Garden) were performed and published by Three Wise Monkeys 
Theatre Company in two Bay One-Acts Festivals. She has had over 20 pieces produced 
and over 30 pieces read publicly. Her work also appears in "Monologues from the Last 
Frontier Theatre Conference", "Squaw Valley Community of Writers", and "Poets on 
Parnassus". For the last several years, Linda has been a member of the Monday Night 
Group, the longest running independent playwrights workshop in SF Bay Area, and of 
Artists Development Lab. She also serves as a Member of the Board of Custom Made 
Theatre Company and the Advisory Committee of 3Girls Theatre. She has previously 
served on Grant Selection Committees for Marin Arts Council, Theatre Bay Area, the SF 
Arts Commission as well as volunteering for the Chicken Soupers at the Sherith Israel 
Synagogue preparing and delivering food to homebound elderly and those in need of 
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assistance. Since 2003 she has lived in San Francisco’s Mission District with her partner, 
Arnie Lerner, longtime advocate for the disabled. 
 
Joey Babbitt 
Community Affairs Manager, Stern Grove Festival Association 
Stern Grove Festival’s Community Affairs Manager, Joey Babbitt, is the organization’s 
liaison with its Board of Directors, government agencies and politicians, neighborhood 
groups, and volunteers. Joey is passionate about arts advocacy and strives to cultivate 
opportunities for artists to thrive in San Francisco.  Joey studied Music History and 
Geography at UCLA, and journeyed up the coast to settle in San Francisco in 2010. She is 
a huge fan of live music, and spends most of her free time going to concerts and working 
with organizations that promote arts and culture such as the San Francisco chapters of 
Sofar Sounds and Balanced Breakfast. Joey wants to grow her network and skills in order 
to be a strong advocate for arts in the community. 
 
Marie Beichert 
CFRE, Fundraising Counsel, granthelper.com 
Serving social causes since the sixties, Marie Beichert specializes in grant proposal 
development for mission-driven community benefit organizations. Founder and Principal 
of granthelper.com, she has a strong interest and proven success in providing low-cost, 
intensive mentoring of change agents for communities of color. Her experience in 
community and arts-related program development and funding includes service as 
Assistant to the Director of the SFAC Neighborhood Arts Program; Director of 
Development for the historic 1500-seat Ulster Performing Arts Center, and the Ella Baker 
Center for Human Rights in Oakland; Executive Director of Opus 40, a 6.5 acre bluestone 
earthwork and cultural center near Woodstock, NY; and as a management or fund 
development consultant for African American Art and Culture Complex, Asian Pacific 
Islander Cultural Center, Bayview Opera House, Bird & Beckett Cultural Legacy Project, 
Center for Creative Education, Insight Prison Project, Mandela MarketPlace, Mission 
Cultural Center for Latino Arts, and San Francisco Arts Commission. Her recent proposal 
successes include National Endowment for the Arts ArtWorks, California Arts Council 
Local Impact, and numerous local government agencies and private foundations. 
 
Amy Berk 
Visual Artist and Educator, San Francisco Arts Institute and UC Berkeley Extension 
Influenced by arte povera, minimalism and pop, Amy Berk uses a mixture of all three to 
address issues of feminism, the natural vs. the synthetic, the organic, and the sublime. She 
has exhibited her hybrid brand of feminist pop art both nationally and internationally. 
Along with her studio practice Amy Berk works collaboratively on a number of projects 
including the web publication stretcher.org and with the artists group Together We Can 
Defeat Capitalism (TWCDC) most recently for Temporary Structures at the Walter and 
McBean Gallery. She co-founded the Meridian Interns Program in 1996 and has most 
recently served as Chair for the Contemporary Practice program at SFAI where she has 
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taught since 2006. In addition she teaches in the Post-Baccalaureate Certificate in Studio 
Arts Program at the University of California Berkeley Extension. 
 
Megan Brian 
Assistant Director, Education and Public Practice, SFMOMA 
Megan Brian has been at SFMOMA for eleven years, spending a bulk of that time in 
education and public practice advocating for and supporting artists whose practice 
centers around knowledge, research, performance, participation, and other forms that 
emphasize pedagogy and the live encounter. In addition to her work at SFMOMA, Megan 
was an inaugural fellow with Emerging Arts Professionals, specializing in public programs. 
Megan is currently finishing her master's degree at Wesleyan University's Institute for 
Curatorial Practice in Performance, where her thesis centers around Bay Area arts 
organizations and their collaborations. Megan holds a BA in Sociology from Mills College.  
 
Joshua Raoul Brody 
Musician 
Joshua Raoul Brody is a San Francisco resident and musician since 1974. He is best known 
for accompanying improvisational theater (BATS, True Fiction Magazine, etc.) but also 
composer, accompanist, bon vivant and man-about-town. He previously received a San 
Francisco Arts Commission grant in 2002 for composing Smoke x 7. 
 
Tod Brody 
Executive Director, Opera Parallèle 
In addition to being ED of Opera Parallèle and former executive director of the American 
Composers Forum Bay Area, Tod is a working musician, playing principal flute with a 
great variety of classical and contemporary music organizations. Tod has served on the 
boards of several of organizations, and currently has the pleasure of working with a high-
level board members. Opera Parallèle is a contemporary opera company dedicated to 
collaboration and to performing works with a social conscience. 
 
Dudley Brooks 
Artistic Director, Run For Your Life! 
Dudley Brooks has been a professional choreogrpahyer since 1966 and currently serves as 
artistic director Run For Your Life! dance company, which he founded. In addition to  
choreographing for his company, he has choreographed for Oakland Ballet, Peninsula 
Ballet Theater, Moving Arts Dance, City Summer Opera, Stagelight Productions, and 
OpenStage Productions. He was a former board member and dance instructor for the 
Circus Arts Center, formerly the San Francisco School of Circus Arts. Dudly has served on 
Marin Arts Council grants panel and CA$H grants panel. He has studied Balinese music 
and dance, and performed Balinese music for 10 years with Gamelan Sekar Jaya and with 
Gadung Kasturi Balinese Music and Dance. He is also a composer and has received an 
Isadora Duncan Dance Awards nomination for Outstanding Achievement in Music for my 
Balinese-American collaboration Lithe Spirit. He has taught modern dance, improvisation, 
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composition, and clowning while touring with his company on in the US and Europe. He as 
performed as a dancer with Nikolais Dance Theater in NYC, SF Dance Spectrum, and SF 
Opera Ballet. 
 
Ellen Bruno 
Film Producer/Director, BrunoFilms 
Ellen Bruno is a San Francisco-based documentary filmmaker whose works have won 
many national and international awards. A recipient of both the Guggenheim and 
Rockefeller Fellowships, Ms. Bruno has focused her attention on homelessness, Burmese 
prostitution, Tibetan nuns, health care in Cambodia, and other issues on the forefront of 
human rights. She serves on the Board of Directors of the Buddhist Film Festival, the 
Pacific Pioneer Fund, The San Francisco Film Society, Ethical Traveler, and has been an 
artist-in-residence at the Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. 
 
Chan Celeste 
Managing Director, Queer Rebels 
Celeste Chan is an experimental artist, writer, and Co-Founder of Queer Rebels. Schooled 
by DIY and immigrant parents from Malaysia and the Bronx, NY, she is a Hedgebrook, 
Lambda, and VONA alumna. Her writing can be found in Ada, As/us journal, cream city 
review, Feminist Wire, Glitterwolf, Hyphen, Matador, and Writing the Walls Down: A 
Convergence of LGBTQ Voices (Transgenre Press). Her films have screened in CAAMFest, 
Digital Desperados, Entzaubert, Frameline, Imperfectu, Leeds Queer Film Festival, MIX 
NYC, National Queer Arts Festival, Queeristan, and Vancouver Queer Film Festival, among 
others. Alongside KB Boyce, she co-directs Queer Rebels, a queer and trans people of 
color arts project. They have curated and shared work in the SF Bay Area, New York, 
Montreal, Mexico, Seoul, Glasgow, Amsterdam, Berlin, and beyond. 
 
Kevin B. Chen 
Manager Artist Studio and Public Programs, de Young Museum 
Kevin B. Chen has been involved in the San Francisco Bay Area arts community for over 
two decades as a curator, writer, and visual artist. He was the Program Director of Visual 
Arts at Intersection for the Arts for over 15 years, where he curated over 60 exhibitions 
and hundreds of public programs, including solo exhibitions by Lebbeus Woods, Margaret 
Harrison, Hasan Elahi, Taraneh Hemami, Ala Ebtekar, Conrad Atkinson, Jenny Odell, Jamex 
& Einar de la Torre, Claudia Bernardi, Binh Danh, Weston Teruya & Michele Carlson, Victor 
Cartagena, and Marcos Ramírez ERRE. He has curated projects for Headlands Center for 
the Arts, de Young Museum, San Jose Institute of Contemporary Art, San Francisco Arts 
Commission Galleries, California Shakespeare Theater, San Francisco Friends of Chamber 
Music, and Chinese Culture Center of San Francisco & Kearny Street Workshop. His 
curatorial work has been reviewed in publications nationally, including Art in America, 
afterimage: the journal of media arts and cultural criticism, Sculpture Magazine, Art 
Papers, New Art Examiner, Art Nexus, Bidoun Magazine, Contemporary Magazine, Bitch 
Magazine, and the Huffington Post.  
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He previously was Programs Manager at Kala Art Institute, one of the country’s largest 
printmaking workshops. He has served as a funding and residency panelist for Creative 
Capital, Multi-Arts Production Fund, Alliance of Artists Communities, Center for Cultural 
Innovation, Creative Work Fund, City of San Jose, Arts Council Silicon Valley, Zellerbach 
Family Foundation, SF Arts Commission, Alameda County Arts Commission, City of 
Oakland Cultural Arts Programs, Headlands Center for the Arts, Djerassi Resident Artists 
Program, Montalvo Arts Center, Kala Art Institute; an exhibition juror for California College 
of the Arts, San Francisco Art Institute, San Francisco State University, SF Camerawork, 
Root Division, CSU Chico, Asian Pacific Fund, Pro Arts Gallery; and author of catalog 
essays for The Third Line – Art Gallery in Dubai, Paper Museum Press/Park Life, Yerba 
Buena Center for the Arts, Light Work, AKAAKA Art Publishing, and Kearny Street 
Workshop. He currently serves as co-chair for the City of Oakland's Public Art Advisory 
Committee, member of Recology's Artist in Residence Program Advisory Board and Root 
Division's Curatorial Committee, and manages the Artist Studio Residency Program and 
Public Programs at the de Young Museum. 
 
His own work in drawing, collage, and sculpture has been exhibited locally at San Jose 
Institute of Contemporary Art, Southern Exposure, Asian Art Museum, Palo Alto Art 
Center, Kala Art Institute, Blankspace, Ampersand Gallery, Kearny Street Workshop, and 
nationally at Angel’s Gate Cultural Center (San Pedro, CA), Harn Museum of Art 
(Gainesville, FL), Bob Rauschenberg Gallery (Ft. Myers, FL), Bruno David Gallery (St. 
Louis, MO), New York University Tisch School of the Arts (New York, NY), and The Kitchen 
(New York, NY). He is represented by Jack Fischer Gallery in San Francisco, CA, and 
received his BA from Columbia University in Psychology and East Asian Languages & 
Cultures. 
 
Brett Conner 
Grants Manager, Department of Children, Youth and Their Families 
Brett Conner serves as Grants Manager for the City and County of San Francisco’s 
Department of Children, Youth and Their Families. In that capacity he oversees the 
operational components of the department’s $55 million grantmaking program, including 
contracts, compliance, grantmaking policy, requests for proposal, and grantee fiscal and 
administrative oversight. Prior to his tenure at DCYF he was Administration and 
Communications Manager at the City’s Grants for the Arts program, funding hundreds of 
nonprofit arts and cultural organizations in San Francisco. Before his time with the City, 
Brett spent 10 years in the theater as an award-winning producer and arts administrator. 
He holds a BA in Psychology from Harvard University, and an MBA from UC Berkeley’s 
Haas School of Business. 
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Joseph Copley 
Company Manager, ODC/Dance 
Joseph Copley began his career as a tap dancer at age 7 in Waverly, PA. After completing 
his BFA from SUNY Purchase in 2003, Joseph relocated to the Bay Area and had long 
performing careers with Oakland Ballet, Margaret Jenkins Dance Company, Madison Ballet 
(WI), Dance Through Time, and Amy Seiwert's Imagery. While dancing, Joseph also 
became an administrator for Amy Seiwert's Imagery & Dance Through Time. Joseph has 
sat on the CA$H grant panel and put himself through a Supervision & Management 
certificate program with the help of the "Next Generation Arts Leadership" grant. With his 
partner, Joseph started "Dancer Central", a monthly event at a bar in SOMA to help bring 
performing artists together in a casual social setting, that had no fundraising agenda. 
Joseph is also very proud of his Certificate of Appreciation from the San Francisco Health 
Department for "Outstanding leadership & contributions to community that will help end 
the HIV epidemic". Joseph is currently Company Manager of ODC/Dance in San Francisco. 
 
Karl Cronin 
Managing Director, AXIS Dance Company 
Karl Cronin is a senior level arts business leader with over ten years of management, 
production, and development experience. She has worked at the foundation level and 
managed three nationally touring dance companies (AXIS Dance Company, Misnomer 
Dance Theater, The Equus Projects). Karl has a deep commitment to the field of 
contemporary dance, concert music, and to supporting cultural equity in the arts.   
Karl has received leadership fellowships from Emerging Arts Professionals and 
Dance/USA’s Institute for Leadership Training, and has curated evenings of performance 
for the Center for Performance Research, Dance Film Archives, Center for New Music, and 
Chez Bushwick. Karl has given talks on arts business at the San Francisco Foundation, 
Dance/USA, APAP, Temple University, and MR @ Judson Church, and have served as a 
board member/advisor for Magik Magik Orchestra (San Francisco), Locaphonic (San 
Francisco), Bay Area Arts and Science Interactive Collaborative Sessions (San Francisco), 
and the Dance Complex (Boston). In 2014, Karl served as a mentor for Pentacle's 
HelpDesk.  
 
As a cellist-composer, Karl’s work has been performed at Davies Symphony Hall, Center 
for New Music, Mill Valley Public Library, Jay Etkin Gallery, SOMArts, the DeYoung 
Museum, Chateau Chamerac (France), and the Brooklyn Rooftop Film Festival. Karl lives in 
San Francisco with her husband Carl Tashian and a four-legged peace activist named Arlo. 
 
Roberta D'Alois 
Playwright/Artistic Director, Jump! Theatre 
Roberta D'Alois is a playwright, monologist, and Artistic Director of Jump! Theatre, whose 
mission is to present theatrical work based on authentic stories of mental illness. She has a 
B.A. with honors in Theatre Arts from Brandeis University and an MFA in Playwriting from 
San Francisco State, where she also teaches. Her work includes the following plays: If You 
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Do, If You Don’t; The Flesh Is Willing, and Athena! The Musical, which took first place in the 
evening’s reading at the 2012 SF Olympians Festival; Arrested Melody; Play Dirt, which 
was part of the Magic Theatre reading series as part of Roberta’s Artist in Residency at Z 
Space and received a CA$H grant from Theatre Bay Area; and Rapture Makes Perfect. 
Roberta was chosen as one of only 20 ATLAS playwrights for Theatre Bay Area's 
inaugural series for local playwrights. 
 
Christian Davies 
Performance and Film Program Associate, SFMOMA 
Christian Dicky Davies is a Oakland based painter and performance producer at the San 
Francisco Museum of Modern Art.  Previously he served on the board of the Black Rock 
Arts Foundation and co-lead the grants to artist panel. He studied painting at the San 
Francisco Art Institute. 
 
Elise DeMarzo 
Director of Public Art, City of Palo Alto 
Elise DeMarzo has been with the City of Palo Alto's Public Art program for five years, 
overseeing the municipal percent for art program. Elis has initiated and overseen the 
private percent for art program, managed the conservation and maintenance of a 
collection of 300 artworks, and expanded the temporary public art program to include 
more diverse and engaging installations. Elis has served on and chaired the Palo Alto 
Public Art Commission prior to her employment with the City. Before that, she was the co-
director of Jack Shainman gallery in New York and curator of Public Art for New York 
City's Department of Parks and Recreation. She also worked at Gallery Henoch in New 
York and interned with the Metropolitan Transportation Authority, Arts for Transit 
program while I was getting a Masters degree in Arts Administration from NYU. Elise 
received her BA from Mills College in Art History and worked or interned for art historian 
Moira Roth, artist Catherine Wagner, Haines Gallery, and SF Camerawork. 
 
Paul Dresher 
Artistic Director, Musical Traditions/Paul Dresher Ensemble 
Paul Dresher is an internationally active composer noted for his ability to integrate diverse 
musical influences into his own coherent and unique personal style. He pursues many 
forms of musical expression including experimental opera/music theater, chamber and 
orchestral composition, live instrumental electro-acoustic music, musical instrument 
invention, and scores for theater and dance.  
 
A recipient of a Guggenheim Fellowship for 2006-07, he has received commissions from 
the Library of Congress, Saint Paul Chamber Orchestra, Spoleto Festival USA, the Kronos 
Quartet, the San Francisco Symphony, Zeitgeist, San Francisco Ballet, Seattle Chamber 
Players, Present Music, and Chamber Music America. He has performed or had his works 
performed throughout the world at venues including the New York Philharmonic, Los 
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Angeles Philharmonic, the Festival d’Automne in Paris, the Brooklyn Academy of Music’s 
Next Wave Festival, and the Minnesota Opera.  
 
In the Spring of 2015, Dresher produced Max Understood, a musical about a seven year 
old boy with autism for two weeks at the Fort Mason Center.  In tandem with this in the 
Firehouse at Fort Mason, Dresher also produced The Sound Maze for Max, a hand’s-on 
installation of Dresher’s large-scale invented musical instruments and sound sculptures. 
Open for four weeks in April and May, the Sound Maze for Max was enjoyed by over 2500 
individuals of all ages and cultural backgrounds and including several autism groups,  
several classes from the SF Public Schools as well as groups from a number of senior 
citizens service organizations.   
  
Recent works include Family Matters (2014) - a duo for TwoSense - cellist Ashley 
Bathgate and pianist Lisa Moore, Concerto for Quadrachord & Orchestra (2012)– a three-
movement work for conductor Joana Carneiro and Berkeley Symphony (reprised by the 
La Jolla Symphony under Steven Schick in 2013) and a major piano work – Elapsed Time 
(2011) - commissioned by pianist Sarah Cahill and premiered at the Spoleto Festival.  
In 2009 at Stanford University, Dresher premiered Schick Machine, a music theater work 
performed on a set comprised entirely of invented musical instruments/sound sculptures 
and created in collaboration with writer/director Rinde Eckert, percussionist/performer 
Steven Schick and mechanical sound artist Matt Heckert.  In 2012 the work toured to Hong 
Kong and continues to tour in the US. 
 
Dresher has had a longtime interest in the music of Asia and Africa, studying Ghanaian 
drumming with C.K. and Kobla Ladzekpo, Hindustani classical music with Nikhil Banerjee 
as well as Balinese and Javanese music. 
 
T. Kebo Drew 
Managing Director, Queer Women of Color Media Arts Project 
Kebo Drew directs organizational development, strategic thinking, fundraising and 
communication for QWOCMAP - Queer Women of Color Media Arts Project.  She 
developed  QWOCMAP’s signature presentation “Reels of Resistance: Film IS Social 
Justice Activism.”  QWOCMAP actively works to create gender and racial equity in film for 
queer women of color (cis & trans*), gender nonconforming and transgender people of 
color (of any orientation). She joined the organization as its second staff member in 2007, 
as a Horizons Foundation Rickey Williams Leader Fellow, when she developed the 
Community Partner program.  She is a 2011 CompassPoint Next Generations Leaders of 
Color Fellow and a national 2012 Rockwood Institute Arts & Culture Fellow.  A former 
youth activist, for 2 years Drew was the Co-Director of ROOTS: a national LGBTQ people 
of color social justice coalition.  She also served on the National Planning Committee, 
representing her grantee cohort, for BOLD: a national LGBTQ people of color gathering.  
Drew has more than 20 years experience with corporations, community, arts and 
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nonprofit organizations.  She formerly served on the Board of Directors of Frameline (SF 
LGBT Film Festival). 
  
Her film Ain’t I A Woman? (2011, 8 minutes) has screened at film festivals and universities 
from Seattle to Toronto.  Drew has has served as a producer on numerous films, and was 
co-Producer for the award-winning film by Madeleine Lim, The Worlds of Bernice Bing 
(2013, 34 minutes) and Don’t Fence Me In: Major Mary and the Karen Refugees from 
Burma (2005, 30 minutes), which won the Grand Jury Award for Best Documentary from 
the 2006 Washington D.C. Independent Film Festival and the Director’s Citation Award 
from the 2006 Black Maria Film Festival.   
 
Born in Memphis, Drew is a multi-lingual 3rd generation queer Black woman (who is also 
of Irish & Native descent), and a 2nd generation activist who has been actively in involved 
social justice for over 30 years, from anti-Apartheid, anti-neo Nazi, anti-violence and anti-
rape to the Sanctuary, LGBTQ, gender justice and other movements.  She is also an 
award-winning poet, dancer and writer who has performed throughout the U.S., Latin 
America and Europe.  A Cave Canem Poetry Fellow, Drew has won the Audre Lorde/Pat 
Parker Award and the Astraea Emerging Lesbian Writers Award.  She has also won the 
Irene Weed Dance Award and Robert Kuykendall Dance Scholarship. 
 
 
Shiree Dyson 
Consultant 
Shiree Dyson is no stranger to art, history, and social goodness. She attended college to 
study history, and now, more than twenty years later, she has held a number of 
increasingly responsible leadership roles in galleries and museums that display history, art, 
and cultural riches from America, Europe, and Africa. Currently she serves as an Executive 
Personal Assistant for private clients and is the co-founder for an entrepreneurial 
venture—Inspired Luxe—an online marketplace and lifestyle editorial for luxury objects for 
your body and home from and inspired by artisans from around the globe. Drawing on 
experiences from her accomplished career, education, and volunteer leadership, Shiree is 
committed to delivering products that inspire—while creating social impact. Prior to this 
entrepreneurial venture, Shiree played an integral role in the grand opening of the 
Museum of the African Diaspora (MoAD in San Francisco, California in 2005)—one of the 
only Museums in the world focused exclusively on African Diaspora culture. Hired as a 
Curatorial Associate in 2003, she was promoted in 2005 to Curator of Public Programs 
and Online Content, Shiree launched a variety of engaging and successful physical and 
online exhibitions in addition to leading and managing the Museum’s online presence. In 
2007, she was promoted again to Director of Programs where she established an 
education department, secured funding, and formed alliances with academic institutions, 
community organizations, and professional associations—helping to create a dynamic and 
world-class institution. Shiree began her career as a gallery assistant for the Bomani 
Gallery in San Francisco, where she established the gallery’s cataloging system for art and 
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collectors. In 2000, Shiree launched her own independent consulting business, working 
with celebrities and high-profile individuals to organize and archive their career artifacts 
and/or studios for a more productive lifestyle. Throughout her career, Shiree has been an 
active community volunteer and leader, offering her skills and expertise to private clients 
on the east as well as in Oakland and San Francisco.  
 
 
Laura Elaine Ellis 
Executive Director, African & African American Performing Arts Coalition 
Laura Elaine Ellis is founding member and Executive Director of The African & African 
American Performing Arts Coalition a non-profit founded in 1995. She is a long-time 
member of Dimensions Dance Theater and she has served 21 years on faculty of the 
Dance & Theater Departments at the Athenian School and Cal State University, East Bay. 
  
 
Dominique Enriquez 
Program Coordinator, Civic Arts Education 
Dominique is a Bay Area native returning to San Francisco after 13 years of living in San 
Diego, Chicago, and Santa Cruz.  Prior to joining Civic Arts Education, she served as the 
Director of Education at Leap Arts in Education in San Francisco and as the Manager of 
Teacher Programs at the Museum of Contemporary Art, Chicago.  In addition, she works 
as a teaching artist and professional development provider for multiple community arts 
organizations including the Palo Alto Art Center and the Alameda County Office of 
Education.  
 
Dominique studied Drawing and Painting at the California College of the Arts, received 
her B.A. in Studio Art from San Diego State University, and her Master's degree in 
Education from the University of California, Santa Cruz.  Additionally, she has over 10 
years of dance experience in hip-hop, ballet, and Egyptian bellydance.  As an experiential 
learner, Dominique believes in the intrinsic value of the arts in the learning process and 
loves to explore new ideas through observing, talking about, and making art. 
 
Katie Fahey 
Program Officer, Arts, Kenneth Rainin Foundation 
Katie Fahey is Program Officer in the Kenneth Rainin Foundation’s Arts program. In this 
role, she is responsible for managing grantmaking activities, supporting new and 
experimental performances and programs, as well as capacity building for arts 
organizations facing critical organizational transitions. In addition, Katie works in 
collaboration with the arts team on external partnerships and strategic initiatives. 
Katie joined the Foundation in January 2013 as Arts Program Associate. She played a key 
role in ensuring the successful launch of the Community Arts Stabilization Trust (CAST), a 
nonprofit organization seeded by the Rainin Foundation, which creates stable physical 
spaces for arts organizations to facilitate equitable urban transformation. In 2014, she 
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participated actively in strategic planning activities that laid the groundwork for the next 
three years of the Arts program (2015-2017), over the course of which the Foundation’s 
giving capacity in the arts will nearly triple to approximately $6 million.  
 
Previously, Katie was managing director of the Red Poppy Art House, a multidisciplinary 
arts space in San Francisco. Prior to relocating to California, she worked at the Art 
Institute of Chicago, supporting business, civic, and donor relations. Earlier in her career, 
Katie held positions with the City of Chicago’s Department of Cultural Affairs as well as 
the Embassy of Canada in Washington, D.C. She has also worked in galleries as a curator 
and arts consultant. Katie holds an MA in Arts Administration and Policy from the School 
of the Art Institute of Chicago and a BA in Political Science and English from Acadia 
University. 
 
Sofia Fojas 
Teacher on Special Assignment, Instrumental Music, San Francisco Unified School 
District 
Sofia Fojas has a cultural anthropology background and has taught instrumental music in 
the public schools for 21 years. She has extensive background in teaching mariachi and is 
currently setting up a district program in the San Francisco Unified School District 
(SFUSD). Sofia has extensive experience in performing and teaching both folk music and 
classical music in schools with children from diverse backgrounds. She has been an 
advocate for cultural arts in education and had the honor of being in the inaugural class of 
First Act Silicon Valley's Multicultural Arts Leadership Initiative. Sofia continues her arts 
advocacy work in both the Mission and Bayview zones as Teacher on Special Assignment 
in the Visual and Performing Arts Department in SFUSD in supporting equity in arts 
education for all children. 
 
Gabriela Frank 
Composer, G. Schirmer 
Born in Berkeley, California, to a mother of mixed Peruvian/Chinese ancestry and a father 
of Lithuanian/Jewish descent, Gabriela Lena Frank explores her multicultural heritage 
through her compositions. Winner of a Latin Grammy and nominated for Grammys as 
both composer and pianist, Gabriela also holds a Guggenheim Fellowship and a USA 
Artist Fellowship given each year to fifty of the country’s finest artists. Her work has been 
described as “crafted with unselfconscious mastery” (Washington Post), and “brilliantly 
effective” (New York Times).  A member of the Silk Road Ensemble, Gabriela  
is regularly commissioned by luminaries such as cellist Yo Yo Ma, soprano Dawn Upshaw, 
the King’s Singers, and the Kronos Quartet. She is also commissioned and performed by 
premiere orchestras such as the New York Philharmonic, the Chicago Symphony, the 
Boston Symphony, the Philadelphia Orchestra, the Atlanta Symphony, the Cleveland 
Orchestra, and the San Francisco Symphony.   In 2013, she began her three-year tenure as 
composer-in-residence with the Detroit Symphony under maestro Leonard Slatkin as well 
as a second three-year residency in 2014 with the Houston Symphony under Andrés 
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Orozco-Estrada; and continues her longstanding creative relationship with Pulitzer Prize-
winning playwright Nilo Cruz with a commission for a large-scale opera, Frida and Diego, 
from Arizona Opera.    
 
Gabriela’s music is prominently featured in multiple scholarly books including the W.W. 
Norton Anthology: The Musics of Latin America. She is also the subject of several PBS 
documentaries including “Compadre Huashayo” regarding her work in Ecuador 
composing for the Orquestra de Instrumentos Andinos comprised of native highland 
instruments.    
 
Gabriela received her Bachelor's and Master's degrees from Rice University, and her 
Doctorate from the University of Michigan.  Her most prominent teachers have been 
Jeanne Kierman Fischer and Logan Skelton for piano, and Sam Jones, William Albright, 
Leslie Bassett, William Bolcom, and Michael Daugherty for composition.  She resides in the 
San Francisco Bay area and is published and managed exclusively by G. Schirmer. 
 
Deborah Frieden 
Principal, Deborah Frieden & Associates 
I am an arts and cultural project planning consultant working with non-profit 
organizations and municipalities on arts and community engagement and development, 
capital project planning, strategic planning and on organizational development.  I work 
across the U.S. and occasionally internationally.  My clients include small to large 
institutions all of whom want to be more impact-full through programming, capital 
improvements, expanding audience engagement and/or through broadening audiences 
served.  I have experience working in under-served communities from Birmingham, 
Alabama to San Francisco Bayview to East Palo Alto. 
 
Julie Fry 
President & CEO, Cal Humanities 
Julie joined Cal Humanities as its President and CEO in February 2015. Previously, Julie 
served as a Program Officer for the Performing Arts Program at The William and Flora 
Hewlett Foundation in Menlo Park, California, where she managed a portfolio of more than 
120 diverse arts organizations . She has extensive experience working and volunteering 
with arts and culture organizations and philanthropic institutions in the US and the UK, 
and has been deeply involved in arts education advocacy at the national, state, and local 
levels. Julie earned her BBA in Economics and French from the University of Wisconsin-
Eau Claire, an MBA in International Finance from the University of St. Thomas (Houston), 
and is pursuing an MA in Historic Preservation from Goucher College (Baltimore). 
 
Cherry Galette 
Co-Founder and Director, Mangos With Chili 
Ms. Cherry Galette is a Latina and Moroccan movement artist, curator, and producer 
whose work explores race, power, empire, migration, and queer bodies in diaspora. For 15 
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years, she has performed on stages across the Americas, including La UNEAC, Teatro el 
Sotano (La Habana, Cuba), Irvin Mayfield’s Jazz Playhouse, Tipitina’s, One Eyed Jack’s 
(New Orleans), Palace of Fine Arts, Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, Brava Theater, Dance 
Mission Theater (SF), Buddies in Bad Times Theater (Toronto), Juste Por Rire (Montreal), 
the Langston Hughes Performing Arts Center, Columbia City Theater, (Seattle), Bronx 
Academy of Art and Dance, The Knitting Factory, Bowery Poetry Club,  WOW (New 
York), over 50 universities, and on underground and alternate stages in cities all over 
North America.  
 
In 2006, with Leah Lakshmi Piepzina-Samarasinha, she founded Mangos With Chili 
(MWC), North America’s touring QTPOC arts incubator that became a staple of queer 
performance in the Bay Area and beyond, launched over 70 productions nationally 
though multiple national tours, developed the work and careers of countless QTPOC 
artists, and ushered in a new era of QTPOC centric art and culture. (The organization is 
going through a wind down year and will cease in June 2015).  
 
Stephen Galloway 
Artist in photography, installation and public art 
Stephen Galloway is a San Francisco based artist working in photography, installation and 
public art. His works have been widely exhibited, and his commissions are part of various 
corporate, hospitality and healthcare venues. Most recently, Stephen completed public 
commissions in San Francisco at San Francisco General Hospital and Alameda County at 
San Lorenzo Library, as well as being the subject of a solo exhibition at the Nevada 
Museum of Art. From 1999 to 2013, Stephen was an art professor and Department Chair at 
Sonoma State University. A product of public higher education myself, he is deeply 
dedicated to creating and maintaining access to higher education for all Californians.  
 
Emily Garvie 
Executive Director, Young Audiences of Northern California 
As executive director, Emily Garvie manages the operational and programatic elements of 
Young Audiences of Northern California. Her work in the field of arts education extends to 
her service as an Executive Committee member of the Arts Providers Alliance of San 
Francisco and as a grant review panelist for the California Arts Commission.  
Before transitioning to a career in arts administration, Emily attended Yale and Manhattan 
School of Music and performed opera professionally in the United States and Germany.  
While singing professionally, she worked as a teaching artist, where she gained experience 
in program design and implementation. She continues to sing and teach voice on 
weekends, and is a passionate consumer of the diverse artistic delights on offer in the San 
Francisco Bay Area.  
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Eileen Goldenberg 
Artist, Eileen P Goldenberg ART 
Eileen Goldenberg has been living and working as a full time artist in San Francisco for 
over 35 years. Regularly attending gallery openings, museum shows and art fairs gives her 
a good idea of the pulse of art in San Francisco. She also curate shows in local galleries 
and have served on the jury for local art fairs such as the Sausalito Art Fair, the ACC San 
Francisco Show, and the Celebration of Craftswomen show. She holds an MFA and BFA in 
Art. 
 
Kate Goldstein 
Development Manager, Brava! for Women in the Arts 
Kate Goldstein is a San Francisco-based administrator, grant writer, dramaturg, and 
musician. After receiving her B.F.A. in Dramaturgy from Carnegie Mellon University, Kate 
moved to Colorado to work at Creede Repertory Theatre as a literary associate and 
production dramaturg. She moved to San Francisco in 2011 for a fellowship in the artistic 
department at American Conservatory Theater (A.C.T.), where she then worked for four 
years, ending as Institutional Giving Manager. Kate was a 2015 Emerging Arts 
Professionals fellow, a recipient of the 2012 Literary Managers and Dramaturgs of the 
Americas' Residency Grant, and currently works with several local theater and 
performance groups as a development consultant. 
 
Kenny Gong 
Realtor, Paragon Real Estate 
Kenny Gong has spent over a decade advocating for social justice and equity as a 
community worker. From roaming the marble corridors of San Francisco City Hall as a 
member of the Youth Commission advising the Board of Supervisors, to serving as a 
Senator for the Associated Students of the University of California, Berkeley, Kenny’s 
motivations as a young person were driven by the search for empowerment and access to 
the political system for disenfranchised communities. Also as a university student, Kenny 
initiated the institutional partnership between UC Berkeley’s Multicultural Community 
Center and Gender Equity Resource Center, a collaboration that rooted a comprehensive 
filmmaking seminar and project highlighting the experiences of Queer People of Color on 
campus through self-expression, skills building, and deep community engagement.     
  
Since then, other related arts experiences include local production work for KQED Public 
Media’s television department as part of the crew producing the organization’s popular 
“Check, Please: Bay Area,” and with the Kitchen Sisters, independent radio 
documentarians whose immersive storytelling work on NPR and other public media 
channels have been acknowledged by the Peabody Awards and, most recently, the James 
Beard Foundation.  
 
Professionally, Kenny spent years developing the grassroots fundraising model for LYRIC, 
an LGTBQQ youth development organization (where he previously, as a young person, 
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also served as board co-chair) before a short stint as a baker with Three Babes Bakeshop 
and Andytown Coffee Roasters. Currently, Kenny is a Realtor with Paragon Real Estate 
and helps clients reach their financial goals through San Francisco real estate, an industry 
that gave his father (also a realtor) and his family access to the opportunities of upward 
social mobility in the Bay Area. 
 
Kenny holds a BA in Ethnic Studies from the University of California, Berkeley, and is also 
a proud alumnus of San Francisco City College. 
 
Jonas Goslow 
Artist and developer 
Jonas Goslow is a BFA trained classical actor with five years experience acting 
professionally at the Guthrie Theater in Minneapolis, followed by four years of work in 
New York working with small theaters geared towards social justice and community 
activist work.  He has experience as a musical director, teacher, arts-coordinator, and 
performer of all types. Jonas helped create a project with young people in NY around the 
history of the Little Rock Nine, and connecting their experience being young people of 
color living with HIV and Sickle Cell disease to the struggles of the Little Rock Nine. He 
also had the honor to musical direct and perform in four productions related to genocides 
throughout history (WWII, Rwanda, Darfur & The Train of Tears), including meetings 
members of the Rwanda Consulate to the UN, and living survivors of these Genocides. 
 
Adriana Grino 
Program Assistant, Arts, Kenneth Rainin Foundation 
Adriana Grino is the Arts Program Assistant at the Kenneth Rainin Foundation. She 
supports the Program Officer and the Director of Arts Strategy & Ventures with 
grantmaking activities, and developing and implementing new initiatives. Adriana came to 
the Foundation from Galería de la Raza, a nonprofit community arts space based in the 
San Francisco Mission District that is dedicated to advancing intercultural dialogue, where 
she served as the Curatorial and Special Program Manager. In this role, she worked with 
artists to develop exhibitions, managed the gallery’s public art program and assisted in 
developing its grant writing workshops.  
 
In 2014, she completed a fellowship with Emerging Arts Professionals/San Francisco Bay 
Area (EAP), an organization focused on empowerment, leadership and growth of next 
generation arts and culture workers. As a fellow, Adriana was a part of EAP’s Open 
Systems research area, which focused primarily on the issue of diversity in the arts. She is 
also a board member at SF Camerawork, a nonprofit arts organization dedicated to 
supporting artistic exploration and community involvement in the photographic arts. 
Adriana has a BA in Art History and Archaeology from Tufts University. 
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Lisa Grodin 
Director of Education, Philharmonia Baroque Orchestra 
Lisa Grodin has over 25 years of experience designing Philharmonia Baroque Orchestra's 
music presentations, residencies, and collaborations with teachers in public and 
independent schools (all ages and grade levels). She helped to identify charitable 
organizations and underserved schools that might benefit from the Orchestra's services. 
Beginning in 1985, Lisa has served on the music faculty as an instrument teacher, coach, 
and conductor at The Crowden School, and served as Crowden's Music Director from 
2004 to 2011. She also served on the music faculty at the Young Musicians Program at UC 
Berkeley from 1993 to 2004, where she worked with scholarship students from 
underserved families.  She is the product of local music programs at Malcolm X School in 
Berkeley, where she first began to play the violin; Berkeley High School; Berkeley Youth 
Orchestra; and Oakland Symphony Youth Orchestra. 
 
Alexa Hall 
ISC Coordinator, Oakland Museum of California 
Alexa Hall is a California native interested in visual and performing arts, urban planning, 
culture and travel. She is committed to creating access for new audiences to develop and 
be inspired through the arts. Her expertise in the arts field is varied; including work with 
large cultural institutions like BAM and Tribeca Film Festival, galleries and art fairs.  
Her Masters thesis entitled Resource Well is based around best practice sharing in arts 
organizations that have a focus on cultural pluralism. Currently she holds a BA in 
Interdisciplinary Arts from Mills College, and a Masters degree in Arts and Cultural 
Management from Pratt Institute.  
 
She is currently back in the Bay Area working in Finance and Operations at the Oakland 
Museum of California. This year alone she has traveled to Atlanta, Miami, France and Italy 
to attend fairs and conferences in the field.  
 
Elizabeth Harvey 
Artist, Art Educator and Regional Director, Liz Harvey Studio & Visual Thinking 
Strategies 
Liz Harvey is a visual artist and arts educator. Her work has been shown in galleries, 
museums, and alternative spaces, including national parks, a river, and an arroyo. She 
works in sculpture, drawing, printmaking and performance, drawing on craft processes, 
particularly “women’s handiwork,” and has shown in numerous exhibitions in California as 
well as in New York and Italy. A recipient of awards from the California Arts Council and 
the Peninsula Artists Fund, she recently created an interactive sculpture using zippers and 
embroidery for the Bay Area Discovery Museum as their 2015 Winter Artist in Residence. 
As an arts educator, Liz is currently Regional Director for Visual Thinking Strategies. She is 
dedicated to helping all students develop their critical thinking, communication, 
collaboration and creative capacities through the power of arts integration and inquiry-
based instruction. Liz has served as a teaching artist; a museum educator; college faculty 
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for teachers in training; and has managed teaching artists and coached teachers in arts 
integration, always with a focus on equity in education. 
 
Jackie Hasa 
Co-Managing Director, David Brower Center 
A generalist through and through, Jackie brings extensive nonprofit experience to the 
leadership team at the Brower Center, where she directs exhibitions and programming. A 
believer in the power of the arts to illuminate critical issues and inspire social change, she 
has deep roots in the Bay Area nonprofit community, having worked for the Yerba Buena 
Center for the Arts, San Francisco Shakespeare Festival, and American Institute of 
Architects. In her spare time, she has volunteered as a member of the editorial team of the 
arts policy site Createquity, contributing articles and reviewing the latest research in the 
field, a fellow with the Emerging Arts Professionals, and a co-organizer of numerous social 
practice projects, including the massive street game Journey to the End of the Night and 
the psychogeographical hiking collective Wanderers Union. Jackie holds a B.A. in English 
from UC Berkeley, and loves working in the community where she once studied. 
 
Katharine Hawthorne 
Dancer and choreographer 
Katharine Hawthorne is a San Francisco based dancer and choreographer who likes to 
watch thinking bodies in motion. She received early training through the Royal Academy 
in Singapore and continued her studies at Ballet Arts Minnesota under Bonnie Mathis, the 
San Francisco Conservatory of Dance under Summer Lee Rhatigan, and with master 
Cunningham teacher Diane Frank. She currently performs with Liss Fain Dance and has 
previously appeared with Hope Mohr Dance, Sharp & Fine, Ledges & Bones, and James 
Sewell Ballet. She holds a B.S. in Physics and Dance, with honors, from Stanford 
University. 
 
Katharine creates in the space between art and science, combining her physics 
background with her embodied experience as a dancer.  Her current work asks how our 
interactions with technology shape how we move and experience the world around us. In 
addition to presentations in San Francisco, she has toured her choreography to Chicago, 
Minneapolis, New York, Brown University, Greece, Argentina, Canada, and Italy. 
Hawthorne has been awarded grants by Theatre Bay Area (CA$H), the Michael 
Cacoyannis Foundation, the Fleishhacker and Rainin Opportunity Funds at ODC Theater, 
the Zellerbach Family Foundation, the Dancers’ Group Lighting Artist in Dance Award, the 
Kenneth Rainin Foundation Visibility Award, and the Stanford Young Alumni Art Grant. 
 
Leticia Hernandez 
Community Engagement Specialist 
Leticia Hernández-Linares, an award-winning writer and community leader, has performed 
her poemsongs throughout the country and in El Salvador. Published widely, her writing 
has appeared in newspapers, literary journals and anthologies, some of which include, 
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Street Art San Francisco, This Bridge We Call Home, and U.S. Latino Literature Today. 
Over the last twenty-four years, she has designed and led creative writing classes for all 
ages, taught university literature courses, and provided executive leadership and 
governance for various community based organizations. She is the founder of the artist 
collaborative Amate: Women Painting Stories, and the Creative Work Fund, the San 
Francisco Arts Commission, and the Zellerbach Family Foundation have all invested in her 
interdisciplinary projects. Her first poetry collection, Mucha Muchacha, Too Much Girl will 
be published by Tía Chucha Press in October, 2015. 
 
Barbara Heroux 
Executive Director, Volti 
Barbara Heroux brings 15 years of experience as an arts manager in San Francisco, and 
over 30 years of experience as a performer and stage director in Bay Area musical theater 
and opera. For the past seven years, Barbara has been the Executive Director of Volti, San 
Francisco's award-winning new music vocal ensemble. She also holds the position of 
Artistic Director Emeritus of Lamplighters Music Theatre, an organization for which she 
served as General Director from 1999 to 2005 and as Artistic Director from 2005 to 2013.  
As a freelance singer and stage director, she has sung with and/or directed for many 
other groups, including 42nd Street Moon, Broadway by the Bay, Livermore Opera, 
Berkeley (now West Edge) Opera, Midsummer Mozart, West Bay Opera, and others.  She 
combines experience and appreciation of traditional classical music and opera forms with 
an understanding and affinity for contemporary, cutting-edge music.   
 
Elisa Diana Huerta 
Program Director, University of California Berkeley Multicultural Community Center 
Elisa Diana Huerta is a Brawley born and Tejas raised organizer, activist, artesana and 
scholar. After receiving bachelor’s degrees in Mexican American Studies, Cultural 
Anthropology, and Plan II from the University of Texas at Austin, Elisa moved to Santa 
Cruz, CA in order to pursue a Ph.D. in Cultural Anthropology with parenthetical notations 
in Latin American & Latino Studies and Feminist Studies. She spends a lot of time thinking 
and writing about expressive culture, performance, women of color praxis, and 
indigeneity. Organizing and planning events, setting up mics, teaching, and art-making 
make her heart happy. As the Director of the Multicultural Community Center at the 
University of California, Berkeley, Elisa works to create dynamic and engaged spaces 
where students, faculty, staff, and community members can learn, heal, create and vision. 
 
Christina Ibarra 
Event Producer/Manager, LATE NITE ART and Yerba Buena Gardens Festival 
Cristina Ibarra wants to rock your world. She knows the arts are a great way to do this and 
has dedicated the last five years to empowering artists and youth to use their talents and 
creativity to inspire us all. She's an enabler. She's an administrator. She's an artist. She's a 
facilitator. Whether in the space between a tango embrace or a ukelele chord, behind an 
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office desk or in front of an audience, Cristina's mission is to help people connect with 
themselves, the world, and others around them through the sublime experience of art.  
 
Cristina is the Event Producer for Oakland-based social enterprise LATE NITE ART, and 
also works as an event manager with the Yerba Buena Gardens Festival in San Francisco. 
In both roles she specializes in bringing art experiences to diverse populations and 
sparking human connection through culture. In her short career, Cristina has worked with 
various arts non-profits and organizations in San Francisco, including ArtSpan, the Red 
Poppy Art House, Project Tango, MAPP (Mission Arts Performance Project), and the SF 
Arts Providers Alliance. In 2014, Cristina was an Emerging Arts Professionals Fellow, and 
in 2011 she was an artist-in-residence at EDELO in Chiapas, Mexico, where she worked on 
rethinking alternative organizational models. In her spare time (yeah right!), Cristina 
enjoys dancing, performing with her band the Hitsville Soul Sisters, and exploring the East 
Bay. 
 
 
Ethel Jimenez 
Fine Art Photographer, Ethel Jimenez Photographer 
Ethel Jimenez is a fine art photographer who owned and operated a gallery in North 
Beach in San Francisco for more than two years. The gallery was embraced by the 
community and she curated exhibitions and fundraisers in the space. She held successful 
fundraisers for a local non-profit organization at the gallery.  
 
Mary Ellyn Johnson 
Head of Exhibitions, swissnex San Francisco 
Mary Ellyn Johnson has a record of 12-plus years working on ambitious exhibition 
programming and installations at the San Francisco Art Institute and at swissnex San 
Francisco. Before her time in San Francisco, she worked at the Walker Art Center as a 
research librarian and at multiple nonprofits in the Minneapolis area such as the Minnesota 
Orchestra and the Minneapolis Institute of Arts. Mary has an MA in Art History and an 
Masters of Research in Humanities and Cultural Studies from the University of London, 
Birkbeck College. In addition to this Mary has worked to develop her own nonprofit 
committed to public artwork. 
 
Julie Kahn 
Visual artist, producer and director 
Julie Kahn is a filmmaker, producer and visual artist who incorporates film, photography, 
food and vernacular objects into participatory art projects. Her elaborate productions 
often involve covert and overt audience interaction in order not only to create extended 
portraits of people and places, but also to nurture community through participation. For 
over a decade, Kahn has been screening films, exhibiting artwork, and staging 
participatory projects both nationally and internationally including: Miami Basel, Havana 
Bienal, Headlands Center for the Arts, Art in Embassies, MoCA-North Miami, Miami Art 
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Museum, and Bass Museum, among others. Her Dixie Dingo Film Festival was named top 
art event by The Miami Herald and she was named Best Miami Photographer by CityLink. 
To support her work, she has received numerous awards, including: Southern Foodways 
Alliance Egerton Prize, Chicken and Egg Pictures “I Believe in You Grant,” a Major Grant 
through the National Endowment, Florida Individual Artist, South Florida Cultural 
Consortium Fellowship, and State of Florida International Cultural Exchange Grant, among 
others. Kahn has worked as an A&R executive at Columbia Records, content development 
director at Sony Pictures, producer for Annie Leibovitz, executive producer for Miami 
Light Project and investment banker at Morgan Stanley. She graduated from Harvard with 
a BA and MBA. She recently completed residencies at Headlands Center for the Arts and 
San Francisco Film Society. She lives on a houseboat in Sausalito with her brown dogs, 
Logan and Hadley. 
 
Brian Karl 
Curator/Professor, California College of the Arts/Wendi Norris Gallery 
Brian Karl has worked professionally for over two decades as a curator and director at art 
organizations in support of multidisciplinary creative work, including positions at Los 
Angeles Contemporary Exhibitions (LACE), Art-in-General, Harvestworks Media Arts, and 
Headlands Center for the Arts, for several of which he oversaw and implemented strategic 
organizational planning initiatives. He has also consulted as a curator, technician and 
guest speaker for organizations such as the Brooklyn Academy of Music, Creative Time, 
Composers Forum, Kadist Foundation, the Kitchen, San Francisco Art Institute, Yerba 
Buena Center for the Arts, and the Mabou Mines, Squat, Julie Taymor and Wooster Group 
theater companies, along with serving as editor and producer for Tellus, the Audio Art 
Magazine. 
 
Brian completed his doctoral dissertation in music and anthropology at Columbia 
University after conducting archival and field research in Morocco, Spain and the U.S. He 
taught courses widely at the college and university level in music, cultural anthropology 
and art, including at New School, Fordham University, Colby College, the University of 
Michigan, and most recently at the California College of the Arts and the San Francisco 
Art Institute. 
 
Brian has also conceived and produced a numerous and wide range of independent video 
art projects and documentaries. Several of his works have received awards when screened 
at festivals, as well as have been purchased for collections and/or commissioned by 
museums and galleries internationally, including the Jewish Museum, the Whitney Biennial, 
and the New York and San Francisco Film Festivals. 
 
Nancy Karp 
Artistic Director and Choreographer, New Arts Foundation/Nancy Karp + Dancers 
Nancy Karp has been making work in San Francisco for three decades.  She has created 
more than 70 dance works for her San Francisco-based company Nancy Karp + Dancers 
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founded in 1980. Karp and the company have toured throughout the U.S. and abroad, 
including extended artist residencies in Germany, the former Yugoslavia, India, and Japan. 
She has been awarded commissions by the Für Augen und Ohren and the Sprachen der 
Künste Festivals in Berlin, the Cabrillo Music Festival, and the American Institute of 
Architects in San Francisco, among others. As an artist-in-residence at the Kyoto College 
of Art in Japan in 1990, she choreographed Terrace Canon, a site-specific work for 32 
performers as part of the Kyoto International Contemporary Music Forum.  Site-specific 
performance work has been an important part of Nancy Karp + Dancers’ programming.  
Performances have included site pieces commissioned for the San Francisco Museum of 
Modern Art, the Oakland Museum, and a commission for the Choreographers’ Festival at 
Yerba Buena Gardens for the work, La Processione with music performed by the Green 
Street Mortuary Band. Nancy has received numerous grants and awards for her work, 
including the Bay Area Dance Award for Lifetime Achievement in 2005, a Fulbright Senior 
Research Fellowship (1995-1996) to India, where she worked for five months with dancers 
and actors from the Kerala Kalamandalam, choreography fellowships and dance company 
grants from the National Endowment for the Arts, California Arts Council, San Francisco 
Arts Commission, and the Rockefeller Foundation/MAP Fund. An active member of the 
San Francisco Bay Area arts community she served as a trustee of the Djerassi Resident 
Artists Program, chairing its Arts Committee from 1993-2000 and was a mentor in CHIME 
Program, Choreographers in Mentorship Exchange, in 2004-2005. 
 
Roko Kawai 
Performing Arts Manager of Contextual Programming, Yerba Buena Center for the 
Arts 
Roko Kawai currently serves as Manager of Contextual Programming at the Yerba Buena 
Center for the Arts in San Francisco and is also an independent dancer, improviser, 
educator, writer, and cultural researcher. As a dance artist, she was awarded The Pew 
Fellowship in the Arts for Choreography, Japan-U.S. Friendship Commission Fellowship, 
Leeway Transformation Award for women and transgender artists working in social 
justice. As an educator, Roko has taught in diverse contexts including Holmesburg 
Women’s Prison and Bryn Mawr College in Philadelphia, the Khmer Arts Academy in 
Cambodia, and SF State University. As a grants consultant, Roko is Senior Consultant 
Writer for the firm Itinerant Ink and she has paneled for national, regional, foundation and 
government grant programs funded by the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation, National 
Endowment for the Arts, SF Arts Commission, Walter and Elise Haas Creative Work Fund 
among others. She was a founding board member of Asian Arts Initiative in Philadelphia 
and is a member of the local chapter of Parents of Murdered Children. 
 
Lily Kharrazi 
Program Manager, Alliance for CA Traditional Arts (ACTA) 
Lily works with the Alliance for CA Traditional Arts an statewide organization dedicated 
to the expressions of cultural communities.  A dance ethnologist by training she brings 
over three decades of community-based arts experience to the field. She consults with 
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national, statewide and local arts agencies, writes frequently on cultural arts communities. 
She worked for many years with the San Francisco Ethnic Dance Festival. She is 
multilingual; has worked in refugee resettlement; studied many world dance forms and is 
currently a student of yoga. 
 
Emily Klion 
Executive Director, San Francisco Youth Theatre 
Emily Klion is the executive director and founder of San Francisco Youth Theatre, based 
at Brava Theater and Red Poppy Art House. She was previously the director of The 
Marsh's youth program, Marsh Youth Theater for thirteen years. Emily has an extensive 
background in youth and adult theater, and is well-known for her ability to bring artists 
together and collaborate on projects with social justice and/or international arts themes. 
Working in nonprofit arts organizations for the past fifteen years has made her keenly 
aware of the capital and programmatic needs of nonprofits and their sustainability.  
 
Emily received her BA and MA in music composition from Mills College, where she studied 
under the great composers Lou Harrison and Terry Riley. Her compositions are primarily 
for theater productions and she specializes in song-writing for musical theater. As a 
theater producer/composer and director, she originated over two dozen original plays 
that speak to the unique sensibility of youth including: In & Out of Shadows, based on 
stories of undocumented teenagers, written by Gary Soto; Siddhartha, The Bright Path; 
The Wave, the true story of a 1960's fascist classroom production by Ron Jones; Jip, His 
Story; Persephone Cubana; and many other productions. Emily’s work and productions 
help create cultural equity for youth who do not traditionally have a voice through the 
arts: undocumented youth, youth of color, youth with disabilities and low-income youth. 
 
Carolyn Kuali`i 
President/Director, Kua`aina Associates, Inc. 
Carolyn Melenani Kuali`i is a descendent of the Kuali`i line of the island of Oahu, and the 
Mescalaro Apache people of Southeastern New Mexico. Carolyn is the founder and 
executive director of Kua`aina Associates, a Berkeley based indigenous arts and culture 
nonprofit, and works as an independent consultant. Carolyn's specialization is in 
community-centered capacity-building that is innovative, participatory, and holistic thus 
supporting stronger and more vibrant organizations, communities and cultures. Her work 
is a cross discipline dedicated to indigenous artists both traditional and contemporary. 
Carolyn has produced and directed art and cultural programs and exhibits, artist 
residencies and fellowships, and has coordinated and managed regional and national 
trainings, institutes, summits and conferences.  
 
A graduate of Social Science with a focus on cultural anthropology at University of 
California Irvine, her interest was in “Oral Histories” especially the stories of the past that 
connected Native Hawaiians and the Indigenous peoples of the Americas pre and post 
contact. Carolyn has mentored a number of emerging indigenous artists that are 



2015-2018 SFAC Review Panelists Pool 
Community Arts, Education and Grants Committee 
September 8, 2015 
 

 
Page 25 of 54 

 

reinventing tradition through contemporary art mediums and styles. In 2001, Carolyn was 
one of fifty indigenous individuals from the Americas and Hawai`i that was selected for 
the audio documentary, Living Voices, produced by the Smithsonian’s National Museum of 
the American Indian. Living Voices features the stories, reflecting a wide range of 
contemporary native experience and leadership. 
 
Sunshine Lampitoc Smith 
Institutional Giving Manager, Z Space 
Sunshine Lampitoc Smith is currently the Institutional Giving Manager at Z Space. Prior to 
that, she worked at the Oregon Shakespeare Festival in Audience Development, building 
and maintaining relationships with local and regional communities of color. Throughout 
her arts career, Sunshine has specifically worked with Asian American theater companies 
like Lodestone Theater Ensemble (Los Angeles), Ma-Yi Theater Company (NYC), 
Leviathan Lab (NYC), and Bindlestiff Studio (SF) to fight for greater representation for 
Asian American theater practitioners and other underrepresented theater artists and 
audiences. She also enjoys producing new plays and working with programs that support 
emerging artists. Sunshine earned her MFA in Theatre Management & Producing at 
Columbia University’s School of the Arts. 
 
Lori Laqua 
Executive Director, Z Space 
Lori Laqua joined Z Space in January 2012 and has guided the organization through 
significant growth both physically and institutionally. In 2013, Z Space took possession of 
Z Below (formerly The Jewish Theater), allowing programming and the budget to grow to 
$1.7 million. Z Space is dedicated to the production of new theater works in addition to 
the presentation of a wide array of theater, new music and dance. Prior to Z Space, Lori 
served as the Managing Director of ODC, where she was a key leader and contributor in 
ODC’s transformation over 21 years. She played an active role in the strategy and building 
of the overall institution and served as the project manager for ODC’s new Dance 
Commons building, which opened in October 2005 and ODC Theater, which opened in 
September 2010.  Laqua received a Ph.D (ABD) and a MA in Architectural History from 
the University of Virginia, an MA in Art History from the University of Missouri-Columbia, 
and a BA in History and Art History from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. 
 
Joan Lazarus 
Dancer and arts educator 
Joan Lazarus has served as Executive Director of Oakland Ballet, General Manger of the 
Cowell Theater at Fort Mason, Executive Director of WestWave Dance, and Executive 
Director of Perry-Mansfield Performing Arts School & Camp. Joan has performed with or 
in the works of many local and national choreographers, including Alonzo King, Cliff 
Keuter, Ellen Bromberg, Victoria Morgan, Krissy Keefer, Frank Shawl, Bill DeYoung, Toni 
Pimble, Richard Colton and Alan Ptashek. She has taught at the University of Oregon, Mills 
College, San Francisco Ballet, Dance Circle of Boston, The Princeton Ballet, and Shawl-
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Anderson Dance Center. Ms. Lazarus co-authored the Dance Curriculum Guide adopted 
by the San Francisco Unified School District in the 1980s, and she was the official 
choreographer for the Embarcadero Plan that was adopted after the Loma Prieta 
Earthquake. She holds a B.A. in Psycholinguistics from Indiana University, a M.A. in Dance 
from the University of Oregon, and a M.A. in Arts Administration from Golden Gate 
University. In 2006, National Dance Week recognized her with a Contribution to the Field 
award, and in 2011, she was named Most Valuable Person in Dance by the San Francisco 
Chronicle. 
 
Terri Le 
Marketing Assistant, Charles M. Schulz Museum 
Terri Le is currently attending John F. Kennedy University and pursuing a dual MBA and 
MA in Museum Studies degree. She has interned in the development department at the 
Phillips Collection, CalShakes, and Habitot Children's Museum. Terri gained a lot of 
experience learning about grant research, report, and writing while working for Habitot 
Children's Museum. Once she graduates, Terri hopes to jump start her career in 
development for arts organizations and museums. 
 
Lex Leifheit 
Nonprofit Business Development Manager, City and County of San Francisco 
Lex Leifheit is the Nonprofit Business Development Manager for the City and County of 
San Francisco Mayor’s Office of Economic and Workforce Development. Prior to joining 
OEWD she was the executive director of SOMArts Cultural Center (2008—2015). In 2014, 
with her co-founder Ebony McKinney, Lex established Arts for a Better Bay Area, a 
network to increase support for the arts, ensure access for all, and share knowledge 
around public policy. Lex has been nominated to numerous arts leadership cohorts 
including National Arts Strategies’ Chief Executive Program, the Arts Dinner-vention and 
the Emerging Leaders Council of Americans for the Arts.  Past employers include 
Wesleyan University’s Center for the Arts, the Green Street Arts Center, and the Eugene 
O’Neill Theater Center. 
 
Emily Leighton 
Senior Designer, Tellart 
Emily Leighton is a Bay Area native and active participant in the arts and design world 
and her background spans across varying geographies and disciplines. Emily was born 
and raised in Oakland, CA and have lived in San Diego, Ho Chi Minh City, Rome and 
Providence. Emily completed her BA in Art History at University of California, San Diego, 
and her masters degree in Museum Studies at John F. Kennedy University, while focusing 
on visitor research and evaluation at the Exploratorium. Emily shifted her focus to work 
exhibit design and experiential spaces while completing a second masters in Interior 
Architecture at The Rhode Island School of Design. 
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Currently, Emily works as a senior designer at experience design firm Tellart on the 
conceptualization and design development for interactive experiences, with a special 
focus on three-dimensional design for exhibits. Emily has a particular passion for 
educational spaces and accessible experiences for diverse users. Recently, Emily finished 
installing two pieces at the California Academy of Sciences as part of their Color of Life 
exhibit. 
 
Madeleine Lim 
Executive Director, Queer Women of Color Media Arts Project (QWOCMAP) 
Madeleine Lim is the founding Artistic/Executive Director of Queer Women of Color Media 
Arts Project (QWOCMAP).  Madeleine is an award-winning filmmaker with 25 years of 
experience as a producer, director, cinematographer and editor.  Her films have screened 
at sold-out theaters at international film festivals around the world, featured at museums 
and universities, and broadcast to millions on PBS. 
 
Tatjana Loh 
Photographer; Development Director, The Women's Building 
As a photographer, Tatjana has been in several group shows and has had solo shows in 
San Francisco, Shanghai, China and at the Lianzhou Photo Festival, China. Her work has 
been featured in the Sunday Times Magazine, London, The Atlantic Monthly, LENS 
Magazine, Beijing and China Life Magazine, and her images included in the New York 
Times, O Magazine and Salon.com. In 2014, Prix de la Photographie Paris awarded her two 
Gold Medals, one bronze medal and an honorable mention for her photo series about the 
everyday life of her multiracial family. Tatjana has also taught “Family Photography as 
Fine Art” at San Francisco’s Rayko Photo Center.  
 
Tatjana has also been a nonprofit fundraiser for 20 years. Presently, she is the 
Development Director at The Women’s Building, San Francisco, where, over the last ten 
years, she has raised funds to expand its social services by 45 percent and to complete 
several capital projects, like restoring its world-class five-story mural, refurbishing its 100-
year old windows and installing a basement drainage system. She has been an 
instrumental part of the management team that has built a three-month Emergency 
Reserve: the first in the organization’s history. 
 
Tatjana has a bachelor’s degree in Biology and a Masters in Public Health from UCLA.  She 
spent over 10 years working in the field of biotechnology on research topics that included 
Alzheimer’s Disease, retroviral infection and HIV. After leaving science, she was the 
Development Director at Resourceful Women and the Executive Director for the San 
Francisco Domestic Violence Consortium. 
 
Tatjana also has over 20 years of dance training (ballet, modern and aerial) and is an 
enthusiastic audience member of local dance groups and of the visual arts. 
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Ariel Luckey 
Playwright, Actor, Poet, Educator, Organizer 
Ariel Luckey is a nationally acclaimed poet, actor and playwright whose performances 
dance in the crossroads of education, art and activism. Born and raised in Oakland, 
California, Ariel was named a “Visionary” by the Utne Reader for his first play Free Land. 
Commissioned by the National Performance Network in partnership with La Peña Cultural 
Center and the White Privilege Conference, Free Land has toured across the country at 
over 100 theaters and universities. In 2010, SpeakOut – the Institute for Democratic 
Education and Culture published a DVD of Free Land and the accompanying Free Land 
Curriculum Guide, an arts-based model for social justice pedagogy. 
 
Ariel has been a featured artist at the Berkeley Repertory Theatre, the National 
Conference on Race and Ethnicity in Higher Education, the Nuyorican Poets Café in New 
York and Café Cantante in Havana, Cuba. In 2009 as the Artist-in-Residence at June 
Jordan’s Poetry for the People at U.C. Berkeley, Ariel released a collection of poetry and 
lyrics, Searching for White Folk Soul, currently in its third printing. He has worked as an 
artist/educator with a wide range of community-based arts organizations including 
Destiny Arts Center, the East Bay Institute for Urban Arts, Camp Winnarainbow, 
Community Works West and Youth Speaks.   
 
Ariel received The Wallace Alexander Gerbode Foundation and The William and Flora 
Hewlett Foundation’s 2012 Playwright Commissioning Award, the Kenneth Rainin 
Foundation’s 2013 Visibility Award and the Zellerbach Family Foundation’s 2014 
Community Arts Fund in support of his new play Amnesia. Amnesia enjoyed its World 
Premiere at La Peña Cultural Center in Berkeley, California and is now touring nationally. 
Ariel earned a MFA in Interdisciplinary Arts from Goddard College in 2014. He can be seen 
in Ubuntu Theater Project's upcoming production of Waiting for Lefty. 
 
Nicole Lungerhausen 
Grant writer, grant program coordinator, independent consultant 
Nicole Lungerhausen brings 13 years of experience in working with San Francisco Bay 
Area arts nonprofits both large and small to tell their story to the institutional funding 
community and community at large. Since 2002, Nicole has successfully raised more than 
$7 million in foundation, corporate and government grant funding for her client 
organizations.  
 
As a writer and consultant for the arts management firm Quinn Associates from 2003 to 
2008, she assisted dozens of small and mid-sized arts and culture groups in securing 
funding from a wide range of sources, including the San Francisco Arts Commission’s 
Organization Project Grant and Cultural Equity Initiatives programs, California Arts 
Council, Grants for the Arts, National Endowment for the Arts, San Francisco Foundation 
and William and Flora Hewlett Foundation, among many others. Her clients reflected the 
Bay Area's tremendous cultural diversity and included: First Voice, Golden Thread 
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Productions, Theatre Bay Area, Playwrights Foundation, San Francisco Live Arts, 
Dimensions Dance Theater, San Francisco Playhouse and Shadowlight Productions, 
among others.  
 
Nicole's commitment to helping arts groups tell their stories continues in her own grant 
writing and fundraising consulting practice, which she began in 2008. Past and current 
clients include Cantare Con Vivo, Capacitor, Cypress String Quartet, First Voice, Nina Haft 
& Company, Pythia Arts Center for Social Change and ZYZZYVA. Nicole also has 
experience working on the flip side of philanthropy. She currently serves as the program 
coordinator for the San Francisco Friends of Chamber Music's Musical Grant Program, 
which is dedicated to advancing the visibility of contemporary chamber, jazz, new music 
and early music in Northern California through small grants to local musicians and 
ensembles. With her leadership and guidance, the program was piloted in 2008 and since 
that time has awarded more than $427,000 to 159 projects.  
 
In addition to working on behalf of artists, Nicole is an artist herself. She spent more than 
a decade performing with theatre companies throughout the Bay Area, and helped found 
and run Precarious Theatre from 2006 to 2009. She is currently a writer of science fiction 
and fantasy. She holds dual BA in English and Theatre Arts from San Francisco State 
University. 
 
Whitney Lynn 
Lecturer, Stanford University 
Whitney Lynn implements a wide range of media to question ideas of boundaries and 
containment, history and restaging, context and form. Her sculptures, videos, 
performances, drawings and photographs have been exhibited in museums, commercial 
galleries, alternative spaces and nonprofit art centers. Recent projects include Searching 
for Diogenes, Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, SF (2014); Prep School, Torrance Art 
Museum, Torrance, CA (2014); Act (Alteración), SFMOMA, SF (2012); Involuntary 
Sculptures, Steven Wolf Fine Arts, SF (2012). Born on Williams Air Force Base, Lynn 
attended the San Francisco Conservatory of Music, received her BFA in Sculpture and 
Extended Media from Virginia Commonwealth University, and MFA in New Genres from 
the San Francisco Art Institute. She currently teaches at Stanford University, leading the 
Interdisciplinary Honors in the Arts program, and is also the Editor and Publisher of -V-E-
N-T-R-I-L-O-Q-U-I-S-T-, an experimental quarterly publication. 
 
Kyle Marinshaw 
Consultant, WolfBrown; Program Officer, Koret Foundation 
After receiving his BFA in Dance and Media Arts, Kyle Marinshaw performed with the San 
Francisco-based modern dance company, Hope Mohr Dance. The nature of this work 
pushed Kyle out of his balletic comfort zone and encouraged him to explore movement 
that was relevant to contemporary and diverse audiences. After three years of working 
with Bay Area choreographers, he subsequently enrolled at American University and 
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received a Masters in Arts Management. While in DC, Kyle worked for the Arlington Arts 
Commission, first as an intern and then as the Cultural Development Coordinator. In this 
role, Kyle helped the Grants Manager with all aspects of the general operating support 
grant program. Kyle also managed a small portfolio of Space and Services grants, with a 
focus on  cultural heritage organizations (e.g., Colombian, Mexican, and Mongolian 
populations).  
 
After two and a half years in DC, Kyle moved back to San Francisco to work at 
WolfBrown, one of the top consultancy firms that specializes in research and planning for 
arts and cultural organizations. In this position, he worked with local and national public 
arts agencies, philanthropic foundations, and both large and small nonprofit arts 
organizations. The bulk of Kyle’s projects were in audience and market research, capacity 
building, program evaluation, and impact assessment. Kyle will be joining the Koret 
Foundation as Program Officer in early September. 
 
Katynka Martinez 
Associate Professor, San Francisco State University 
Katynka Z. Martínez is Associate Professor of Latina/Latino Studies in the College of 
Ethnic Studies at San Francisco State University. She holds a BA in Sociology from the 
University of California, Santa Cruz and a PhD in Communication from the University of 
California, San Diego. Dr. Martínez teaches courses on film, television, journalism, media 
studies and the ethnic press. Her research areas include Communication, Cultural Studies, 
Media Studies, and Latina/Latino Studies. Prior to arriving at SF State, she was a 
postdoctoral researcher at the University of Southern California where she worked on the 
research project, “Kids’ Informal Learning with Digital Media: An Ethnographic 
Investigation of Innovative Knowledge Cultures.” 
 
Marc Mayer 
Senior Educator of Contemporary Art, Asian Art Museum 
Marc Mayer is the senior educator of contemporary art at the Asian Art Museum in San 
Francisco, where he focuses on inserting contemporary art programming, performance, 
and artist projects into the context of historical, ethnically-specific museum. He initiated 
the Artists Drawing Club in 2013 and curates this on-going program series which invites 
artists, predominantly local Asian American artists to use the museum as a project 
platform to draw connections between ideas, art, culture, and time. Previously he has 
worked at Art21, the New Museum, and the Museum of Modern Art. 
 
Kristine Mays 
Visual artist 
Kristine Mays is a sculptor working in heavy gauge metal wire. Her latest accomplishments 
include being awarded the 2015 Grand Finale Winner of the 5th Annual National Bombay 
Sapphire Artisan Series competition, the creation of a public mural in San Francisco, and a 
solo show at the Scope Art Fair in New York City. Kristine Mays is also the creator of a 
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"Hearts of SF" sculpture, a public sculpture work which benefits the SF General Hospital 
and Trauma Center. Kristine Mays has been featured in numerous shows throughout San 
Francisco and the state of California. Mays has raised thousands of dollars for AIDS 
research through the sale of her work. In addition, she has worked with organizations like 
the UCSF Alliance Health Project, Visual Aid and WE-ACTx. Her work has received local 
and national press. Collectors of her work include an eclectic mix of people, with her work 
displayed in many homes and private collections throughout the USA. 
 
Daniella McCormack 
Development & Communications Coordinator, Bayview Hunters Point Center for Arts 
and Technology (BAYCAT) 
Daniella McCormack knew she loved nonprofit work from an early age. She began as a 
hospital volunteer in high school, and never stopped giving time to her favorite causes. 
Combined with a passion for writing, this led to a career in nonprofit development. Her 
experience at BAYCAT, where she works currently, has deepened her appreciation for the 
impact the arts can have on youth, particularly those who come from a challenging 
background or experience barriers to access. Daniella has valued her own experience in 
the arts, dancing from the ages of 2 to 16 years old, and strives to keep access to these 
vital programs available for the next generation through her work in fundraising. 
Daniella moved to San Francisco nine years ago, and has a BA in Journalism from San 
Francisco State. She is currently pursuing her MA in Public Administration at the 
University of San Francisco, and volunteers with the Association of Fundraising 
Professionals. 
 
Annie McGeady 
Freelancer 
Annie McGeady’s educational background is in Urban and Regional Planning, with 
professional experience in non-profit educational and community-based organizations, 
and heart in is with helping people make the most of their own potential and their 
community. Annie has worked at the Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs with 
community grant committees as well as neighborhood groups. Since 1993, she has worked 
with California schools and colleges for education and art. She has volunteered with arts, 
education, and civic nonprofits and initiatives, including the Performing Arts Workshop 
(Board of Directors) and the San Francisco Public Library. 
 
Frank Merritt 
Principal, Jensen Architects 
Frank Merritt is a licensed architect and artist living and working in the Tenderloin 
neighborhood of San Francisco. Frank studied art, design and architecture in San Diego 
before moving to the Bay Area and earning a Bachelor of Architecture from the California 
College of the Arts (CCA, 1999). He is a Principal with Jensen Architects, providing 
leadership and management for several award-winning projects, both public and private. 
Jensen Architects maintains a strong connection to the arts including designing for 



2015-2018 SFAC Review Panelists Pool 
Community Arts, Education and Grants Committee 
September 8, 2015 
 

 
Page 32 of 54 

 

nonprofit arts organizations such as SF Camerawork and Luggage Store Gallery, and the 
highly anticipated CounterPulse Theater, under construction at 80 Turk Street with the 
architecture team being led by Frank. 
 
In 2011 Frank opened Ramon’s Tailor, an alternative arts space and community clubhouse 
in the Tenderloin— the neighborhood that he has called home for the last 20 years. The 
mission for this space is to provide artists with a public venue to experiment and 
showcase their work without commercial restrictions. This vision stems from the cross-
disciplinary conversations, collaborations and friendships Frank shared with other artists 
at CCA. Ramon’s Tailor has emerged as an important creative venue and gathering space.  
Inspired by the role that arts plays in building community, Frank has most recently 
participated in several juries and panels that are connecting individual artists to projects 
and venues. 
 
Angelica Muro 
Assistant Professor of Integrated Media & Photography, Cal State Monterey Bay 
Angelica Muro received a MFA degree from Mills College in 2005, and a BA in 
Photography from San Jose State University in 1998. Recent exhibitions include Packing 
Heat, Slanguage, Wilmington CA, Feel the Difference: Cultural Branding Remix, 
Works/San Jose, San Jose, CA, Desastre, Mohr Gallery, Mountain View, CA, Better to Die 
on My Feet, Self-Help Graphics, Los Angeles, CA, and INTERSTICE, CAS gallery, Miami, 
Florida. Muro has completed commissioned artworks for MACLA (Movimiento de Arte y 
Cultura Latino Americana), which included digital murals for O’Donnell Park Gardens and 
the exhibitions: Our Space: Youth Narratives, and Intersections: Reflections of Home and 
Migration as well as her most recent commission for Ao Dai: A Modern Design Coming of 
Age at the San Jose Museum of Quilts and Textiles.  She is the recipient of the Herringer 
Family Foundation Award for Excellence in Art and the Trefethen Merit Award. Muro’s 
curatorial projects have been awarded grants from the Center for Cultural Innovation 
through the Creative Capacity Fund, the James Irvine Foundation for Intersections, and 
Adobe Youth Voices.  She is co-founder, principal, and curator of Space 47 projects, and 
is an assistant professor and chair of Integrated Media and Photography at California 
State University, Monterey Bay in the department of Visual and Public Art. 
 
Tony Natsoulas 
Exhibitions Consultant and Artist, Blue Line Arts 
After receiving his Masters of Fine Art at the University of California, Davis in 1985, Tony 
has been working as a professional artist. His main interest has been in large scale 
humorous figurative ceramic sculpture. In undergraduate and graduate school he was 
fortunate to have studied at the University of California, Davis' TB9 ceramic studio with 
Robert Arneson. Since then he has been showing in galleries and museums around the 
world and has been commissioned to do several public and private sculptures in bronze, 
fiberglass and ceramic. Tony maintains a studio in Sacramento, CA. For the past four 
years he has been a curator at Blue Line Arts. 
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Lenore Naxon 
President, California Presenters 
Lenore Naxon is a lifelong arts administrator who has worked in San Francisco for 35 
years for diverse organizations such as San Francisco Contemporary Music Association, 
the Jewish Community Center of San Francisco, Stern Grove Festival and the San 
Francisco Opera. As president of California Presenters, the statewide network of 
performing arts centers, Lenore has grown the organization and its commitment to 
cultural diversity and under-served communities, as well as successful programs to 
mentor and grow new arts leaders. She has been a grants panelist for California Arts 
Council grants panelist and written hundreds of winning proposals to local, state and 
national funders. 
 
Cassie Newman 
Manager, Brave New Voices Grants & Consulting Services, Youth Speaks 
Having joined Youth Speaks in 2013 as the Grants Manager, Cassie jumped at the 
opportunity to manage the organization's new national Brave New Voices (BNV) Network 
Initiative this past spring. Designed to build the capacity of a rapidly growing field, this 
multiyear Initiative provides cash grants, technical assistance and guidance from nonprofit 
consultants to 16 organizations around the country rooted in the arts, social justice, and 
youth development. 
 
Born and raised in the mountains of Colorado, Cassie spent ten years in New York City, 
receiving her BFA in Drama from New York University, performing with various theatre 
companies, and writing reviews of live music. During that time, she landed at the Public 
Theater where she worked as an Associate in Individual Giving as well as a Coordinator 
and Company Manager in General Management. She left New York in 2012 for a job at 
Berkeley Repertory Theatre, where she was in charge of the marketing and management 
of the School of Theatre’s array of programs. She is increasingly committed to supporting 
artistic and creative opportunities and experiences in underserved communities, fostering 
positive social impact and widespread cultural sustainability. 
 
Masashi Niwano 
Festival and Exhibitions Director, Center for Asian American Media 
Masashi Niwano is the Festival & Exhibition Director for the Center for Asian American 
Media (CAAM). Masashi is a Bay Area native who holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Film 
Production from San Francisco State University. He has been associated with CAAM for 
over a decade, starting as an intern, then becoming involved in theater operations and, 
finally, being chosen as a selected filmmaker (Falling Stars, 2006). Prior to re-joining 
CAAM as Festival & Exhibition Director, Masashi was the Executive Director for the Austin 
Asian American Film Festival. Aside from CAAM, he is also an active filmmaker and has 
worked on numerous films and music videos that are official selections at Outfest, 
Newfest & South By Southwest. 
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Masashi has served on over two dozen panels and juries within the last four years. He was 
recently the instructor of two workshops about the importance of  Asian American media 
and community at Stanford University. 
 
Ramekon O'Arwisters 
Curator of Exhibition, SFO Museum 
Ramekon O’Arwisters is curator of exhibitions at SFO Museum (SFOM). He joined the 
curatorial staff in 2007. O’Arwisters earned a B.A. from the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill and a M.Div. from Duke University. 
 
Sarita Ocón 
Actor, Visual Artist, Digital Media Arts Educator 
Sarita Ocón is a professional actor, visual artist, and digital media arts educator. Sarita has 
been performing on the national tour of "PLACAS:  The Most Dangerous Tattoo" written 
by Paul Flores, developed with and directed by Michael John Garcés, supported by the 
partnerships of community organizations, such as the San Francisco International Arts 
Festival, the Mission Cultural Center for Latino Arts, the Central American Resource 
Center and other collaborating Latino theaters of the National Performance Network 
(NPN). Earlier this year Sarita performed the title role in the world premiere production of 
Octavio Solis' "Alicia's Miracle," a Story Works collaboration between The Center for 
Investigative Reporting and Tides Theatre to uncover the dark side of the strawberry 
industry in California. Favorite performances include Ravi Joseph's "Bengal Tiger at the 
Baghdad Zoo" (San Francisco Playhouse), Octavio Solis' "Ghosts of the River" 
(ShadowLight Productions), "La Casa en Mango Street" and "School of the Americas" 
(Teatro Visión). Theatrical credits include performances and collaborations with Berkeley 
Repertory Theatre, Bindlestiff Studio, BRAVA Theater Center, CAL SHAKES, Campo 
Santo, Golden Thread Productions, Intersection for the Arts, The Playwrights Foundation, 
San Francisco Playhouse, San Francisco International Arts Festival, Shotgun Players, 
Teatro Visión and many others.  
 
Sarita is currently a teaching artist for the East Bay Center for the Performing Arts' 
Learning Without Borders program, providing new innovative learning through digital 
media arts and stop motion animation. She is also a shadow theatre artist with 
ShadowLight Productions and is part of their education team, bringing shadow theatre to 
classrooms throughout the Bay Area. 
 
Sarita holds a Bachelor of Arts in Comparative Studies in Race & Ethnicity from Stanford 
University and was a recipient of the Institute for Diversity in the Arts Fellowship. She is a 
proud member of the Bay Area Latino Theatre Artists Network. 
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Ellen Oh 
Associate Director, Institute for Diversity in the Arts, Stanford 
Ellen Oh is the Associate Director of the Institute for Diversity in the Arts at Stanford 
University, an interdisciplinary program in the humanities that involves students in the 
study of culture, identity and diversity through artistic expression.  
 
Ellen has spent over fifteen years working in nonprofit arts organizations both nationally 
and internationally. She was Executive Director of Kearny Street Workshop (KSW), the 
nation’s oldest Asian American multidisciplinary arts organization. Previously, she served 
as Associate Director - Marketing for Sundance Institute and Marketing and Community 
Outreach Associate at the Asian Art Museum of San Francisco. She has worked as an 
independent nonprofit program consultant in Boulder, CO and also put in time at MoMA, 
the Whitney Museum, the Smithsonian, the Sydney Biennale, the Venice Biennale, and the 
SF Arts Commission. 
 
Ellen received her bachelor’s degree from Northwestern University and her master’s 
degree in Arts Administration from Columbia University. 
 
Emiko Ono 
Program Officer, Performing Arts, The William and Flora Hewlett Foundation 
Emiko Ono serves as a program officer in The William and Flora Hewlett Foundation’s 
Performing Arts Program. In this role, she manages a diverse portfolio across the full 
range of grants that the Program makes. Ono came to the Foundation from the Los 
Angeles County Arts Commission, where she managed a portfolio of 350 grantees from 
all artistic disciplines with budgets ranging from $5,000 to more than $30 million. Earlier 
in her career, she served as director of grant and professional development programs for 
Arts Council Long Beach, and prior to that she was manager of education initiatives and 
partnerships for the Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County. 
 
Ms. Ono graduated with a bachelor of arts degree in anthropology from the University of 
California, Berkeley, and later earned a master of science in education from the Bank 
Street College of Education in New York City. She serves on advisory boards for Talent 
Philanthropy Project and the California Arts Council. 
 
Laura Page 
Arts & Education Program Manager, San Francisco Public Utilities Commission 
Laura Page coordinates a range of projects to advance SFPUC’s arts enrichment and 
educational priorities and develops strategic partnerships with local arts agencies and the 
San Francisco Unified School District. She works closely with the Power, Water, and 
Wastewater Enterprises, SFPUC Bureaus, and Divisions to identify priority areas for arts 
enrichment spending, and develops new programs and curricula for SFUSD students and 
their families to learn about initiatives of the SFPUC. 
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Page has devoted her career to the connection between the arts and public policy. Most 
recently, Page was Deputy Director for a national arts nonprofit, The Center for Music 
National Service. In this role, she led programs such as MusicianCorps, a music instruction 
program for low-income youth. Prior to her work in the non-profit sector, Page served as 
a policy advisor in the Office of the Illinois State Treasurer. Page earned a dual Master’s 
Degree in Cultural and Public Policy at the University of Chicago, where her work focused 
on the importance of public art and cultural heritage protection for community 
development. 
 
Michelle Parker 
Project Manager, Foundation and Government Support, KQED, Inc. 
Michelle Parker has lived in San Francisco for 17 years, having spent much of that time 
engaged in the education and arts communities. She has a degree in Piano Pedagogy and 
has taught piano for most of the past 20 years. Michelle is currently a grantwriter for 
KQED and recently left a position at the African American Art & Culture Complex where 
she supported the work of creating a cultural hub for African Americans in the Bay Area. 
It was there that she secured several grants to support the work of creating pipelines of 
Black artists and art companies to help them learn skills for organizational sustainability 
and viability, as well as address the continued out-migration of African American people 
in San Francisco and beyond. Michelle is also Vice-President of the Board of Directors for 
Performing Arts Workshop, an arts education non-profit in San Francisco that seeks to 
help young people develop critical thinking skills, creative expression, and learning skills 
through the arts. Michelle has also been working deeply in the public school system in San 
Francisco for many years, making sure all students have access and opportunities to reach 
their full potential. 
 
Jeanne Powell 
Writing Coach, University of San Francisco 
Jeanne Powell is a published poet and essayist, with four books in print.  Her collages are 
included in one poetry collection, and her photographs are on the cover of two other 
books. For ten years, Jeanne has hosted spoken word events, including the award-winning 
"Celebration of the Word."  Jeanne’s micro-press has published 20 poets since 1996 - 
Meridien PressWorks™.  I hold a B.A. from Wayne State University and a J.D. from 
University of San Francisco. Jeanne currently works as a writing coach at University of San 
Francisco. 
 
Sheila Pressley 
Director of Education, Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco 
Sheila Pressley is the director of education at the Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco; as 
such she oversees the public, school, and family programs at both the Legion of Honor 
and de Young. The Museums’ education programs are designed to serve people of all 
ages, from first-time visitors to serious scholars, reaching an audience of over one quarter 
of a million annually.  The popular Cultural Encounters Public Programs, which include the 
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Artists Studio and Friday Nights at the de Young, were awarded both a James Irvine 
Foundation grant from the Artistic Innovation Fund and a prestigious Wallace Excellence 
Award.  Pressley designed the educational spaces and programs for the de Young, which 
reopened to the public in 2005, containing 20,000 square feet of dedicated learning 
spaces. 
 
J. John Priola 
Artist; Educator, San Francisco Arts Institute 
J. John Priola has been teaching at the San Francisco Art Institute (SFAI) for 17 years 
creating and leading critique and portfolio reviews, and is faculty for the International 
Limited Residency MFA Program at Hartford Art School. Priola has also taught at ICP 
Bard, SF State and CCA. His work has been shown in exhibitions including In A Different 
Light, Berkeley Art Museum, and Prospect '96, at the Schirn Kunsthalle, Frankfurt, 
Germany. Priola’s work is included in the collections of the Metropolitan Museum of Art, 
New York; San Francisco Museum of Modern Art; and the Art Institute of Chicago among 
others. Once Removed, a monograph of Priola’s work was published in 1998. Priola is 
represented by the Anglim Gilbert Gallery, San Francisco, Joseph Bellows, LaJolla and 
Weston Gallery, Carmel. Priola received his MFA from SFAI in 1987. 
 
Robertino Ragazza 
Photographer, Ceramics Artist; Curator, San Jose Nuevo Flamenco 
Award winning photographer and ceramics artist, Robertino Ragazza, was born in the 
Philippines and raised in San Jose.  Robertino’s social photographic documentary titled 
"Waiting and In-Transit" won him the 2013 Emerging Artist Laureate for Silicon Valley 
Creates. He is the only traditional photographer who was included for this year Triton 
Museum of Art 50th Anniversary Show "50 and Looking Forward". Recently in the Santa 
Cruz Art League "Through a Curious Lens" Show, his piece "Broken Wing" was bestowed 
the Second Prize among hundred of entries. He's currently preparing for an upcoming 
solo show, a collection of imagery from his world travel which will be traditionally printed 
in selenium-toned silver gelatin prints. 
 
He is a graduate of Multicultural Arts Leadership Institute (MALI) under the tutelage of 
Tamara Alvarado, executive director of School of Arts and Culture. Robertino is the 
founder and executive director of San Jose Nuevo Flamenco, where he curates and 
presents the "Flamenco Friday Series", a bi-monthly event showcasing traditional and 
contemporary flamencos bridging artistry through collaborations, and projects that reflect 
and inspire the community, making it accessible to cross-generational audiences.  
 
His new project "All Womyn's Showcase" is a tribute to talented, strong and powerful 
women. The showcase encompassing of women musicians, spoken words artists and 
poets, and artisans of all genres and disciplines are designed to empower them. It recently 
concluded it's first show to great and rave reviews. He was the co-curator and Project 
Manager of "Sparks: California Glass Networks 1960s to present, the glass movement 
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catches fire in California" exhibition for the 2015 Glass Art Society 44th Annual 
Conference held in San Jose.  
 
Rebecca Ratzkin 
Senior Consultant, WolfBrown 
Rebecca Ratzkin is a senior consultant in WolfBrown's San Francisco office. With a 
background in arts administration and urban planning, Rebecca has applied her skills and 
experience to a variety of research and consulting projects in the areas of market 
segmentation, audience and donor research, impact assessment, program evaluation and 
strategic planning. She has led donor and customer segmentation studies in the theatre, 
opera, orchestra and multidisciplinary presenting fields, and is co-author of WolfBrown’s 
2011 publication, “Making Sense of Audience Engagement.” Rebecca is currently directing 
a capacity building initiative around the collection and application of audience feedback in 
the Bay Area, a community-led study around creative capacity in Santa Barbara, and 
baseline and evaluative research for Pacific Symphony’s Engaging Chinese American 
Communities project. 
 
Jerome Reyes 
Artist Liaison & Faculty, Stanford University, Institute for Diversity in the Arts 
Jerome Reyes (b. 1983 Daly City, CA works in Seoul, Korea, and San Francisco, CA) is an 
artist, researcher, and educator who works with the collaborative potentials of institutions, 
alterity, and architecture. He is the Artist Liaison and faculty for Stanford University’s 
Institute for Diversity in the Arts, teaching courses on contemporary art, ethnic studies, 
and funding structures while designing partnerships with cultural producers and 
organizations. He also currently works in the South of Market area of his native San 
Francisco, collaborating with social justice organizations. 
 
He holds an MFA from Stanford University and a BFA at the California College of the Arts. 
He also attended the Gwangju Biennale International Curator Course in South Korea. He 
has made projects for the Frankfurter Kunstverein, Frankfurt, Germany, Prospect.3 
Biennial, SFMOMA, Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, Contemporary Museum Honolulu, 
Asian Art Museum, and as artist-in-residence at DeYoung Museum. His work has been 
featured in Art in America, Teme Celeste, Art Practical, and Artweek among others. 
Reyes has more than a decade of teaching and public programming in a variety of 
settings including multimedia labs, museums, major universities, non-profit art galleries, 
and senior/youth community centers in East Oakland, Iron Triangle in Richmond, and 
Mission/Chinatown/ Manilatown San Francisco. He prioritizes students and collaborators 
to have their own agency and autonomy with projects cognizant of localized political 
lineages and contemporary cultural production. From 2005-2010, Reyes was co-founding 
faculty of the San Francisco Art Institute’s City Studio, an internationally/UNESCO 
recognized arts and urban research interface combining graduate, undergraduate, Bay 
Area high school students, and visiting artists/scholars. He also was a media justice 
instructor at Galeria de la Raza from 2005-2009. 
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He’s received project support from the National Endowment for the Arts (through SFAI 
City Studio 2008-2010), Art Matters Foundation Grant, Joan Mitchell Foundation MFA 
Award, Center for Cultural Innovation Investing in Artists Grant, San Francisco Arts 
Commission Individual Artist Commission (twice), Zellerbach Fund, Walter & Haas 
Foundation, and Stanford Fellowship at Headlands Center for the Arts. In 2015 he is Artist-
In-Residence at the National Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art, Korea. He is also 
currently Researcher at the Asian Culture Complex, Gwangju, Korea creating a collection 
based off the ethnic studies legacy of the Bay Area and their longstanding influence on 
current global movements. 
 
Michelle Reynolds 
Program Director, Dancers' Group 
Michelle Lynch Reynolds has over a decade of experience in the arts in the Bay Area, 
specifically focused on dance. At the very start of that decade, Michelle was a panelist for 
the SFAC and had a formative experience learning the ecology of the city's arts sector. 
Prior to joining Dancers' Group, Michelle spent three years working at Quinn Associates as 
a grant writer and institutional fundraising consultant. Michelle am currently part of the 
Leadership Team of Emerging Arts Professionals, a forum where she can further values 
she hopes will become more widespread within the field at large: honoring all generations, 
considering both artistic and cultural equity at every step, and legitimizing risk-taking. 
 
Whitney Ricketts 
Head of Community & Artist Relations, NeonMob 
From acquiring book projects for an indie publisher to directing communications for an 
online education community, the through line of Whitney Rickets career is connecting 
stories with the audiences that most want to and need to hear them. Whitney currently 
heads up community and artist relations at a digital arts startup in San Francisco, where 
her focus is on creating access, resources, and new opportunities for artists of every 
medium. 
 
 
Camellia Rodriguez-SackByrne 
Program and Membership Manager, Grantmakers Concerned with Immigrants and 
Refugees; Co-founder/Co-organizer, Neighborhood Performance Project 
Camellia Rodriguez-SackByrne is a philanthropic and nonprofit professional with 
experience in both human rights and social justice work as well as music outreach to 
underserved communities. She currently is program and membership manager at 
Grantmakers Concerned with Immigrants and Refugees (GCIR), a national network of 
philanthropic foundations. Camellia leads the design, implementation, and evaluation of 
programs at GCIR, as well as manages membership cultivation and retention efforts. She 
also staffs special initiatives including work on Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 
(DACA) to leverage and coordinate philanthropic funding provide temporary protection 
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to undocumented immigrant youth in addition to efforts on other immigration executive 
actions.  
 
As an active member of the performing arts community in San Francisco, Camellia is a co-
founder and co-lead organizer of the Neighborhood Performance Project (NPP). NPP 
presents free chamber music concerts in diverse San Francisco Bay Area communities, 
with the goal of making quality instrumental music available to a range of audiences and 
providing paid work opportunities for local musicians. Camellia is also a flutist with a 
background in classical and improvised performance. She frequently plays flute in social 
service settings including churches and synagogues, hospitals and clinics, senior centers, 
and performs regularly for Holocaust survivors through a program at Jewish Family & 
Children’s Services. Camellia is an instrumental accompanist for the senior choirs at the 
Community Music Center. They have performed at Davies Symphony Hall for the Día de 
los Muertos community celebration. She has also served on a steering committee for 
Classical Revolution, where she co-planned a large fundraiser and conducted outreach 
efforts.  
 
Prior to her current positions, Camellia worked on a state demographics project at the 
Stanford Center on Longevity, served as a development and communications manager at 
the Center for Gender and Refugee Studies at UC Hastings College of the Law, and was a 
research analyst with the Sandler Foundation. In addition, she worked for the special 
counsel to the president at the Open Society Foundations and was a program officer with 
Parliamentarians for Global Action. Camellia has conducted research for the United 
Nations Development Fund for Women (now UN Women), the Coalition for the 
International Criminal Court, the Foundation for International Dignity based in Sierra 
Leone, and the Institute for Latino Studies at the University of Notre Dame. She holds an 
MA in Human Rights Studies from Columbia University and a BA in History and Feminist 
Studies with honors from Stanford University. 
 
Barrie Rokeach 
Artist, Aerial Photography 
Barrie Rokeach is an artist engaged in aerial photography with numerous features in 
gallery and museum exhibitions, books, magazines and TV. Barrie also works in the field of 
commercial freelance photography and has given over a hundred lectures on his imagery 
to various audiences. Barrie is a Distinguished Alumni of the College of Environmental 
Design at UC Berkeley, and served on the Alumni Selection Committee for several years. 
He was recently commissioned, along with a dozen other artists, from over 400 
applicants, to provide art for a new public structure in Oakland. I have taught 
photography at UC Berkeley and several other venues around the Bay Area. 
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Tere Romo 
Program Officer, Arts & Culture, San Francisco Foundation 
Tere Romo is the program officer for arts and culture at the San Francisco Foundation. 
Recently, she served as the arts project coordinator at the UCLA Chicano Studies 
Research Center (CSRC) and as the resident curator at The Mexican Museum, where she 
organized exhibitions and public programs. As a funder, Tere served as the program 
manager for the Organizational Support Program at the California Arts Council, where she 
developed a Traditional Arts Program and participated in the development of the Multi-
Cultural Arts Programs. Tere have served as reviewer for the National Endowment for the 
Arts, Alpert Awards, Denver Airport, and Sacramento Public Art Programs. 
 
Reuben Roqueñi 
Program Officer, The William and Flora Hewlett Foundation 
Reuben Roqueñi is a Program Officer in the Performing Arts Program at the William and 
Flora Hewlett Foundation in San Francisco making grants to sustain artistic expression 
and encourage public engagement in the arts. These grants embrace a wide range of 
artistic disciplines, aesthetics, and cultural traditions in the areas of dance, media, music, 
and theater that engage people across diverse communities.  
 
Prior to Hewlett, Reuben served five years as Program Director at the Native Arts and 
Cultures Foundation, a national arts philanthropic organization, located in the Portland, 
Oregon area and serving Native American, Alaska Native, and Native Hawaiian artists, 
organizations, and programs. The grantmaking strategies included artist fellowships 
focusing on innovation in contemporary arts practices; project support investing in social 
change and community development through the arts; and operating support working in 
partnership with Native arts service organizations to leverage broader support for the 
field. Previously, Reuben served as Grants Manager at a public agency, the Tucson Pima 
Arts Council in Tucson, Arizona, directing all grantmaking processes and program 
administration, supporting the region’s nonprofit arts organizations and individual artists.  
Reuben currently serves on the board of Portland Institute of Contemporary Art (PICA) 
whose annual Time Based Art Festival (TBA) supports the experiments of innovative 
contemporary performing artists. He serves on the board of The Association of American 
Cultures (TAAC), whose bi-annual Open Dialogue conference provides leadership in 
achieving equal participation in policymaking, equitable funding for all cultural institutions, 
and an elevation in multicultural leadership that impact cultural policies. He is also on the 
Grantmakers in the Arts (GIA) national Thought Leadership Forum on Racial Equity in 
Grantmaking. Previously he served on the Board of Directors at Access Tucson (public 
television) and was a founding Board member of the Tucson Musicians and Artists Health 
Alliance (TAMHA). He is a graduate of the National Association of Latino Arts and 
Culture’s (NALAC) Leadership Training Institute and the first NALAC Arts Advocacy 
Institute in DC. Reuben has served on grants review panels, national to local, for the 
National Endowment for the Arts, ArtPlace, NALAC Fund for the Arts, Rasmuson 
Foundation, Artist Trust, Arizona Commission on the Arts, Regional Arts and Culture 
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Council (Portland), Community Foundation for Southern Arizona, and Pro-Neighborhoods 
Tucson. 
 
Reuben is of mixed ancestry (Yaqui/Mexican). He began his career in arts administration 
at the afterschool arts and business program, Old Pascua Youth Artists (OPYA), serving 
Yaqui youth and as an artist educator in the public school system. He spent 6 years in the 
private sector with American Airlines and has lived in Seattle, St Croix, New Orleans, and 
San Antonio. He was raised in California, received his BFA from The Evergreen State 
College in Olympia, Washington, and is a multi-media visual artist. 
 
Beth Rubenstein 
Legislative Aide, Office of Supervisor John Avalos 
Beth Rubenstein is a nonprofit leader and interdisciplinary thinker offering more than 25 
years of career experience, including nonprofit educational leadership as co-founder and 
long-time executive director of Youth Art Exchange, community advocacy and policy 
development, and secondary and university-level teaching (including Rhode Island School 
for Design). In 2012, I was awarded a Koshland Civic Unity Fellowship by the San 
Francisco Foundation for the Excelsior neighborhood in recognition of being a “Bay Area 
grassroots risk taker” and for taking on “the most stubborn neighborhood problems as a 
personal challenge and [working] collaboratively to overcome them.” 
 
Federico Salas 
Independent consultant 
Fred Salas has spent over twenty years working in the nonprofit arts, with a specialization 
in Latino arts and culture. Fred currenlty lives in San Jose, CA, and continues his work as 
an independent consultant. He founded Este Lugar the Border Film Festival, one of the 
first festivals to showcase the work of Latino filmmakers living and working in the United 
States. Salas was the co-executive director of the San Diego Latino Film Festival from 
1996 to 2000 and served twice on the selection panel for the Sundance Institute’s 
Screenwriters Lab and was the longtime literary and performing arts curator at 
MACLA/Movimiento De Arte Y Cultura in San Jose, CA. 
 
Diane Sanchez 
Retired Director of Community Investment, EastBay Community Foundation 
Diane Sanchez most recently served as the Director of Community Investment at the East 
Bay Community Foundation (EBCF). Her responsibilities included the development and 
implementation of the Foundations’ giving strategies and community development goals. 
In addition, she provided assistance to individual donors in developing and meeting their 
philanthropic goals. Furthermore, she developed the East Bay Fund for Artists and 
worked to engage a broader range of donors in supporting both arts organizations and 
the work of individual artists.  Before joining the staff, she sat on the board of EBCF for 
eight years, and served as Chairwoman for two. While on the board of EBCF she was on 
the Membership Committee for the Council on Foundations and the Diversity Committee 
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of Northern California Grantmakers and on the Board of YBCA for six years serving as 
Chair for her last two years. 
 
She is the past President of the Open Circle Foundation Board,  was the Treasurer of the 
GIA, Board and chaired the Audit Committee for one year. She was on the Executive 
Committee of the Latina Giving Circle of the Latino Community Foundation for two years. 
Prior to her career in philanthropy she had a consulting practice in Organizational 
Development and Change Management, working with national and international business 
clients on effectively responding to changing demographics both internally and externally. 
Diane also worked in the corporate sector in Human Resources and Organizational 
Development for J. Walter Thompson, and Kaiser Aluminum and Chemical Corporation.  
She has served on funding panels at the both the local and state level.  Through the years 
Diane has gained extensive experience in cultural and racial equity work, in both paid staff 
and in community leadership roles. 
 
Christopher Schardt 
Founder, LED Labs 
Christopher Schardt has been making large-scale art since 2000. Most of his pieces have 
some technological edge to them, his most recent main focus using LEDs to depict 
images and patterns across sculptures with interesting shapes. Much of Christopher’s 
work has been for Burning Man.  
 
Kevin Seaman 
General Manager, Queer Cultural Center 
Kevin Seaman is a multidisciplinary artist and arts administrator with over 11 years of 
experience working with Bay Area arts communities. He has performed and exhibited in 
venues throughout the Bay Area, has been commissioned by RADAR Productions and the 
OFFCENTER and has received grants from the Endeavor Foundation for the Arts and the 
San Francisco Arts Commission. Kevin worked with the San Francisco Foundation’s Art & 
Culture program for six years and has served as a panelist for the San Francisco Arts 
Commission, City of Berkeley Civic Arts Grants and the Endeavor Foundation for the Arts. 
He has led workshops in grantseeking and collaborative collaboration for the National 
Queer Arts Festival and the Center for Cultural Innovation, and brought the Bay Area 
queer arts community to the attention of national funders by co-facilitating Queering the 
Arts: Aesthetics and Economies at the Grantmakers in the Arts annual 2012 conference. 
 
Steve Seid 
curator/writer, retired from Pacific Film Archive 
Steve Seid spent 26 years at the Pacific Film Archive as a moving image curator. He has 
also been on the staff of the Bay Area Video Coalition, the Mill Valley Film Festival, the 
San Francisco International Video Festival, and the San Francisco International Film 
Festival. Steve has taught at San Francisco State University, San Francisco Art Institute, 
UC Berkeley, and the California College of the Arts. For ten years, Steve designed and 
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taught a media literacy workshop for high school teachers. Over the years, he has been 
involved with many alternative gallery spaces and continues to attend events. 
 
Kevin Simmonds 
Writer 
Kevin Simmonds is a writer and musician originally from New Orleans. He has published 
the poetry collections "Mad for Meat" and "Bend to It," and edited the anthology 
"Collective Brightness: LGBTIQ Poets on Faith, Religion and Spirituality." His work has 
received recognition and awards from Atlantic Center for the Arts, Cave Canem, Creative 
Work Fund, Fulbright, Prairie Schooner, RHINO, and San Francisco Arts Commission, 
 
Joti Singh 
Artistic Director, Duniya Dance and Drum Company 
Joti Singh is a dance creator and dance innovator, sprung from the U.S. American south to 
parents from northern India. She is the Artistic Director of Duniya Dance and Drum 
Company. Joti began her dance training in Punjabi circles, carrying through her body the 
culture that’s in her blood and memory. As an adult, West African dance entered Joti’s 
purview, transforming her body’s culture. Through this multilingual body, Joti explores 
where history intertwines with contemporary continuities of celebration and injustice. She 
has created works such as “Half and Halves,” about the Punjabi-Mexican communities of 
California with collaborator Zenon Barron, and “The Madness of the Elephant,” about 
Guinea’s first president, Sekou Toure. Joti has received funding from the Creative Work 
Fund, the San Francisco Arts Commission, Dancers’ Group’s New Stages, the Alliance for 
California Traditional Arts, and the American India Foundation. She participated in the 
CHIME mentorship program and has been an Artist-in-Residence at CounterPULSE twice, 
most recently in their Performing Diaspora program. During this residency, Joti created 
the piece “Red, Saffron and Green,” about the Gadar Party, based in San Francisco in the 
early 20th century, fighting for India’s independence from Britain. 
 
Joti and her husband, musician Bongo Sidibe, lead annual trips to Guinea and recently 
opened the Duniya Center for Arts and Education in Conakry. She teaches all over the SF 
Bay Area, including Dance Mission Theater and the San Francisco School of the Arts. Joti 
holds an MA in South Asian Studies from UC Berkeley and a BA in English from Reed 
College. 
 
Deborah Slater 
Artistic Director, Deborah Slater Dance Theater 
Deborah Slater, director, choreographer, performer & teacher, has worked in theater and 
dance for over 30 years.  She is the Artistic Director of Deborah Slater Dance Theater, 
celebrating 25 years in 2014, and Artistic Director of Studio 210, which turns 35 in 2015. A 
multi-media dance company, DSDT does visually gorgeous, acrobatic, talking dance, 
dedicated to the creation of full-length works and shorter pieces exploring social issues, 
science and art through original dance, text and music.  Selected awards include the 2015 
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Della Davidson Prize for Innovations in Dance and Theater, grants from the Kenneth Rainin 
Fdn, SF Arts Commission, Zellerbach Fdn, Fleishhacker Fdn, a CHIME WITHOUT 
BORDERS Mentorship with David Gordon and a TBA Mentorship with Tony 
Taccone/Berkeley Rep; a Gerbode Fellowship with Playwright Julie Hebert for NIGHT 
FALLS (voted one of top 10 performances in 2011) ; a CHIME grant as mentor for Cynthia 
Adams/Fellow Travelers, 9 NEA Fellowships for Choreography and an Isadora Duncan 
Dance Award (Izzie) for HOTEL OF MEMORIES, one of many nominations the company 
has received.  Selected presenters include Joyce SoHo in NY, the Painted Bride in 
Philadelphia and Z Space in San Francisco.  Ms. Slater was Secretary of the Board of the 
Djerassi Foundation for 6 years, on the board of Dance Bay Area and was a co-founder of 
CIRCUIT Network. 
 
Krista Smith 
Director of Development, Frameline 
Krista Smith aka Kentucky Fried Woman is a ten year San Francisco Bay Area resident 
originally from Kentucky whose passion is to envision and create a more socially just and 
equitable community through the arts. She is a longtime Development professional 
passionate about securing funding for under-served communities and artists and a multi-
disciplinary performing artist who has been tap dancing for thirty six years. She is a 
dancer, singer, writer, speaker, and event producer, who has appeared on stages 
throughout the United States and Canada as a soloist, in collaboration with other queer 
performing artists, and in troupes such as CHUBB and ButchTap. Recent performances 
include White Lies (a collaboratively created musical addressing racism and white 
supremacy within queer communities), Breaking Code, and Y'all Come Back. 
 
Robin Sohnen 
Founder, Executive Director, Each One Reach One 
Robin Sohnen is a Meisner trained actor, producer, and founding member of Playhouse 
West in Los Angeles. In 1998 she founded Each One Reach One (EORO), a non profit 
organization that has been providing playwriting and visual arts training for at risk youth 
throughout the Bay Area for over 15 years. Over 3,000 at risk youth both inside and 
outside of juvenile detention facilities have successfully completed EORO programs. 
EORO’s work has been recognized nationally as a  2010, 2013, and 2014 finalist for the 
National Arts and Humanities Youth Program Award. 
 
Ernesto Sopprani 
Director, THEOFFCENTER / AIRSPACE Residency 
Ernesto Sopprani is an artist and organizer based in San Francisco whose work moves 
between social practice and artist centered activism. Ernesto has a background in 
experimental/ conceptual writing, multimedia and installation art.  Ernesto co-creates 
spaces, both virtual and physical, for the exchange, evaluation and support of systems for 
art making. An avid follower of design thinking practices, he values research based 
collaborative practices. Ernesto  co-founded THEOFFCENTER, an SF based artist driven 
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organization that supports collaborative cultural production, incubation, resource sharing, 
and peer mentorship for queer performers.  
 
Similarly Ernesto has dedicated countless hours supporting organizations whose mission 
is in pair with notions of network development for both arts appreciation and incubation 
of new works.  he co founded the Arts Building Consortium (ABC), an artist-driven and 
artist-oriented platform created to act as instigator/incubator with imperatives to 
cultivate, support, improve, and present experimental contemporary dance, performance 
and interdisciplinary arts in San Francisco. One notable offer of ABC is the production of 
FRESH FESTIVAL, an annual three weeks of immersive cutting edge training, 
performance, inquiry and exchange in and around experimental dance and performance  
In the past four years Ernesto has progressed from volunteer, to fellow, to engagement 
chair, interim director and currently a member of the advisory board for Emerging Arts 
Professionals SF/BA,  a network focused on empowerment, leadership, and growth of 
next generation arts and culture workers in the San Francisco Bay Area through 
knowledge sharing, learning opportunities, and partnerships.  
 
Lastly Ernesto has joined the SAFEHouse for the Performing Arts family, and taken on the 
management and direction the oldest, longest running residency program for queer 
performance in the United States, AirSPACE 
 
Jeremy Stone 
Art Advisor, Business Matters in the Visual Arts 
Jeremy Stone has been a member of the visual arts community for 35-plus years in NYC, 
Boston and San Francisco, for nonprofit art organizations, galleries, museums as an 
administrator, consultant, independant contractor, visiting faculty, and employee. He finds 
his work as a business liasion between the communities of creative people and funders 
dynamic and fulfilling. He is interested in underserved communities in writing, the visual 
arts, dance, theatre and arts education. 
 
Jayna Swartzman-Brosky 
Program Director, Center for Cultural Innovation 
In her current role as the Center for Cultural Innovation’s Bay Area Program Director, 
Jayna has a working knowledge of best and promising practices in effective grantmaking 
for individual artists and arts organizations. As an active member of San Francisco’s arts 
and cultural ecosystem and as a contributing writer for Art 21, Jayna possesses a broad 
and deep knowledge of Bay Area artists and cultural organizations. Prior to her work at 
CCI, Jayna was curatorial intern at Southern Exposure, an independent curator, and 
managed a variety of artist studios and commercial galleries. 
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Jaime Talley 
Teacher, California Virtual Academies 
Jaime Talley grew up in Berkeley, California, and became involved in the performing arts 
as a youth, training professionally at Berkeley High School. After graduating UC Santa 
Cruz in 1998, Ms. Talley worked as an adviser, programs manager, and educator. In 2000, 
Ms. Talley began work at Youth Radio where she implemented and managed the 
workforce development, education, and leadership programs, and was among staff 
awarded the 2002 Peabody Award for excellence in journalism.  Through this experience 
she gained a specific expertise in program implementation, evaluation, and management.  
In 2006 Ms. Talley earned her teaching credential in social science, and in 2013 her 
Master’s in Education, with an emphasis in arts education and program evaluation.   
 
From 2002-2007 Ms. Talley was a member of Rococo Risque, winner of SF Weekly’s Best 
Theater Ensemble in 2005.  Rococo Risque worked with many local artists, including SF 
Mime troupe and Brava. Currently Ms. Talley is teaching, and volunteers as Program 
Director for Applied Theater Action Initiative, which partners with Intersection for the Arts 
and Youth Uprising; has mentored performers for SF’s Community Housing Partnership’s 
A Night With The Stars benefit; and is involved with Fogo Na Roupa and SF’s Carnaval.   
   
Sharon Tanenbaum 
Principal Consultant, Sharon Tanenbaum & Associates 
Sharon Tanenbaum has more than thirty years of executive leadership and consulting 
experience with a broad range of nonprofit arts organizations and private foundations 
where she successfully guided them through periods of substantial growth. She served as 
executive director of the Artists’ Legacy Foundation from 2011 to 2013, as executive 
director of SF Camerawork from 2004 to 2010, and as director of the Hospitality House 
Arts Program from 1981 to 1993. With extensive knowledge of the arts community, she is 
currently the principal of Sharon Tanenbaum & Associates, a consulting firm specializing 
in organizational capacity building, comprehensive planning and assessment, capital 
campaigns and fund development. Her experience with grant making and focus on 
supporting individual artists, coupled with many years of directing arts organizations, has 
provided a deep understanding of the challenges and opportunities facing institutions of 
virtually every size, discipline, and cultural focus. 
 
Aileen Tat 
Development Associate, Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco 
Aileen Tat is an Asian American photographer born and raised in San Francisco and spent 
10 years in New York City before returning to San Francisco in 2009. As the current 
prospect research specialist for the Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco, Aileen has 
gained experience relevant to the grant evaluation process. She assists with developing 
strategies to form meaningful connections with prospective donors, which entails working 
with the foundation and government giving officer to learn about how the Museums 
measure how effectively its programs serve local constituents. Aileen also has a BFA in 
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Photography, a certificate in Arts Administration from LaGuardia Community College, and 
has done freelance research and grant writing for Time In, an arts education nonprofit 
serving PS 241 & 242 in NYC. 
 
Aileen has volunteered as an educator and as an organizer of fundraising events for the 
Brooklyn Public Library and the Brooklyn Rail. She has had the pleasure of serving 
different Bay Area organizations such as the Center for Elders & Youth in the Arts, First 
Exposures, The Asian Women’s Shelter, The Secret Alley, Trash Mash-Up, and Ponderosa 
Elementary School. 
 
Rob Taylor 
Grants Manager, Bay Area Video Coalition (BAVC) 
Roby Taylor is an experienced arts administrator serving as the grants manager for Bay 
Area Video Coalition. Between 2001 and 2011, Rob worked in numerous capacities for 
World Arts West, producers of the San Francisco Ethnic Dance Festival, where he worked 
closely with dozens of artists who are sustaining their cultural heritage in the San 
Francisco Bay Area. In his role as grants manager for BAVC, he helps develop projects 
that address equity in the field of media arts through arts eduction, increased access to 
training and technology, and the creation of media that represents diverse voices. Rob 
also regularly contributes articles to In Dance about performance artists who are 
sustaining and innovating culture-specific art forms. 
 
Liz Tenuto 
Choreographer, Dance Instructor, Dance and a Half 
Liz Tenuto is a Bay Area based choreographer whose distinctive work blends the 
formalities of her background in classical ballet and contemporary dance with humor, 
boldness and generosity. Liz is the first recipient of FACT/SF's JUMP Commission and is 
currently Artist In Residence at CounterPulse. In addition to making her own work, Liz 
choreographs for theater, drag and nightlife. She also teaches dance through the ODC 
Teen Program.  Liz has performed with San Francisco based choreographers Laura 
Arrington, Pearl Marill/Modern On Command, Tino Sehgal (Berlin), AvyK Productions, 
Anne Bluethenthal, Sara DuJour, among many others and has also worked in music videos 
and commercials. 
 
Weston Teruya 
Visual Artist, Commissioner, Berkeley Civic Arts Commission 
Weston Teruya was born and raised in Honolulu, Hawai‘i and currently resides in the San 
Francisco Bay Area. He has had solo exhibitions at Intersection for the Arts and Patricia 
Sweetow Gallery in San Francisco and Pro Arts in Oakland. He has also exhibited at 
Southern Exposure and Yerba Buena Center for the Arts in San Francisco, Longhouse 
Projects & the NYC Fire Museum in New York, Hiromi Yoshii Gallery in Tokyo, the Atlanta 
Contemporary Art Center, and the Palo Alto Art Center. Weston was an Irvine Fellow at 
the Lucas Artist Residency of the Montalvo Arts Center, a recipient of a 2009 Artadia 
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grant, and received a 2014 Investing in Artists grant from the Center for Cultural 
Innovation. He is currently in residence at Mills College through the inaugural 
Art+Practice+Ideas residency program developed by the Art Department and Mills 
College Art Museum. Weston received an MFA in Painting and Drawing and MA in Visual & 
Critical Studies from California College of the Arts. 
 
Alongside his studio practice, Weston is also a member of the Berkeley Civic Arts 
Commission where he chairs the Grants Committee. Weston has been a grant panelist and 
juror for institutions including the Center for Cultural Innovation, Headlands Center for the 
Arts, Southern Exposure's Alternative Exposure, and California College of the Arts. He has 
curated exhibitions for Southern Exposure, Kearny Street Workshop, and the Berkeley Art 
Center and written for Hyphen Magazine. 
 
Sarah Thibault 
Co-Director, Royal Nonesuch Gallery 
Sarah Thibault is an artist and writer living in San Francisco. Her paintings and sculptures 
have been exhibited in the Bay Area, Los Angeles, Miami, New York and abroad including 
with the BAM/PFA, Steve Turner Contemporary, Jack Hanley Gallery and Mark Wolfe 
Gallery. Sarah is a regular contributor to SFAQ Online.  She serves as a co-director of the 
Royal Nonesuch Gallery in Oakland, CA. In 2011, she completed a residency at the 
Vermont Studio Center and in 2013 was nominated as a finalist for the Tournesol Award.  
She holds an MFA from the California College of the Arts, a BFA from the San Francisco 
Art Institute and a BA from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. 
 
Kaitlin Trataris 
Gallery Sitter/Art Installer, San Francisco Art Institute 
Kaitlin Trataris is currently a practicing artist living in San Francisco, halfway through an 
MFA program at San Francisco Art Institute, where she holds a number of positions at the 
school. She works as an art handler/installer/gallery sitter at the McBean Gallery and 
serves on the committee for the graduate gallery, Swell Gallery. Kaitlin helps run the 
gallery with three other women, working face to face with artists, curating shows and 
resolving issues. Kaitlin worked in education previous to starting her masters program, in 
after school and summer programs. Her classes have consisted of children ages 5 to 13 in 
many art mediums, with students from many different backgrounds and needs that she 
adapted her curriculum to be successful for everyone. 
 
Beth Waldman 
Arts Consultant, WaldmanArts 
With a BA in Art History and Studio Art from Wellesley College and a BFA in sculpture 
from The San Francisco Art Institute, Arts Consultant Beth Waldman has an extensive 
background in classical, modern and contemporary art. Starting in 1998, Beth began her 
career as an art consultant at Vorpal Gallery established in 1970 by art dealer Muldoon 
Elder. It was there she sold her first Rembrandt etching and her first Picasso aquatint. 
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After two years of curating exhibits and managing the PR for Vorpal, Beth jumped aboard 
the dot-com wave of on-line dealers with the ground-breaking company NextMonet.com. 
Since, she worked as an art consultant at commercial photography galleries such as the 
Rodney Lough Jr. Gallery in San Francisco as well as most recently at the contemporary 
art gallery CaldwellSnyder in San Francisco’s bustling downtown district. In between, Beth 
also managed the studio of renown digital artist Jeremy Sutton while earning her own art 
degree at SFAI. She also played a key-role as one of the founding members of the San 
Francisco Mission-based artist collective SpaceCraft. For three years, she curated, 
marketed and launched monthly art shows with SpaceCraft at the CELLspace Art Gallery. 
As a site-specific public artist, Beth has had over 5 years of project management 
experience including writing proposals and grants, developing budgets and time-lines, 
and managing the execution of the projects. As an arts and business administrator, Beth 
has over a decade of experience developing new programs, sales channels and 
organizational systems, managing finances, developing writing communication, directing 
multiple projects and establishing priorities. 
 
Birhane Webster 
Artist, Studio Owner, The Dark Theory Project 
Birhane Webster is a native of Richmond, Virginia.  She has a B.A. in African American 
Studies from the University of Virginia and a B.F.A. from Virginia Commonwealth 
University in Art Education. Webster has worked professionally as an artist for the last 
two decades. Currently, she is the Proprietor and Artistic Director of Jackson Ward 
Studios, one of few African American art galleries in Richmond, Virginia. 
 
Webster has worked as a curator, collaborating with Virginia Commonwealth University, 
University of Richmond, University of West Indies: Jamaica, and The University of Virginia. 
She has been privileged to work with many talented artists, including African American 
artist Murray De’Pillars. She is the recipient of several grants, including: The Virginia 
Commission of Arts: Artist in Residence Grant, Communities in Schools Arts Grants, and 
First Friday's DNA and Culture Works Arts Grant.  
 
Primarily working on canvas, Webster also renders large scale murals on walls and wood 
board. Much of Webster's work to date has been concerned with the misrepresentation of 
African Americans in contemporary society, while inspiration for her work is drawn from 
the past, present, and future.  
 
Alec White 
HBIC, AWW MGMT 
Alec White is an arts and culture worker who founded AWW MGMT, an organization 
providing management services to independently performing artists including marketing, 
production management, fundraising, and bookkeeping. He has worked Bay Area arts 
organizations including Youth Speaks, CounterPulse, The Marsh, Eye Zen Presents, Jess 
Curtis/Gravity, Keith Hennessy/Circo Zero, and foolsFURY Theater Company, among 
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others. With deep roots as a community organizer for social and racial justice, he has the 
skills and understanding to maximize community impact through the arts. 
 
Samuel White Swan-Perkins 
Owner, White Swan-Perkins Cultural Consulting 
Sam White Swan-Perkins is a mixed race Native (Tsalagi/Welsh/Siksika/German) activist 
who has been involved in the San Francisco Bay Area American Indian/Native American 
community for nearly 20 years. He is the owner of White Swan-Perkins Cultural Consulting 
and specializes in bridging the gap between non-native and native business entities and 
to provide a culturally appropriate insight and worldview. 
 
Charles Wilmoth 
Associate Director of Development, California Institute of Integral Studies 
Charles Wilmoth is the former program director at Intersection for the Arts and former 
executive director of Jon Sims Center for the Arts. He has served on multiple San 
Francisco Arts Commission Organization Project Grant panels over the years, as well as 
on panels for the Creative Work Fund, Horizons Foundation, and Marin Arts Council. 
Charles currently serves on the board of the Lucid Art Foundation in Inverness, CA. 
Charles is an avid art consumer, especially of contemporary dance, theater, visual arts and 
literature. He works as a contract grantwriter and fundraising consultant to Lambda 
Literary Foundation in Los Angeles. 
 
Pamela Winfrey 
Senior artist, Exploratorium 
Pamela Winfrey specializes in surreal plays for a thinking audience.  She has won several 
awards and grants and her works have been seen as far away as Canada and Ireland. She 
has been a finalist at Arts and Letters and is a founding member of Mobius Operandi, a 
performance group, The Alchemy Works, and Discover Novato Arts. She has a BA in 
theatre and a Masters in Interdisciplinary Arts.  She is also a curator and senior artist at the 
Exploratorium in San Francisco.  
 
Jenifer Wofford 
Artist and Educator, Wofflehouse 
Jenifer Wofford is a San Francisco-based visual artist, educator and illustrator. She is a 
senior adjunct instructor in Philippine Studies and Fine Arts at the University of San 
Francisco, and teaches Global Perspectives in Contemporary Art at UC Berkeley. She is 
also 1/3 of the Filipina-American artist trio Mail Order Brides/M.O.B. Wofford's artwork has 
been exhibited at venues including the Wing Luke Museum in Seattle, the De Paul Museum 
here in Chicago, Southern Exposure in San Francisco and Silverlens Galleries in the 
Philippines. 
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Rebecca Wolfe 
Program Manager, Strategic Student Initiatives, The Center for Art and Public Life, 
California College of the Arts 
Rebecca Wolfe is a creative leader who leverages community engagement, the arts, and 
human-centered design to create social impact collaboratively with diverse communities. 
Currently, Rebecca serves as Student Strategic Manager at The Center for Art and Public 
Life at California College of the Arts where she collaborates with artists and designers to 
address social needs locally, nationally, and internationally. Rebecca annually facilitates 
and manages partnerships with over 30 Bay Area Arts/Culture, social services, and design 
organizations. Her experience in the cultural sector includes working at multiple arts 
education programs in the Bay Area, the San Francisco Art Commission, and the San 
Francisco Ethnic Dance Festival. Growing up in Taiwan, Japan, and Malaysia, Rebecca’s 
commitment to supporting and promoting diverse cultures has given her a unique lens in 
which she approaches business, leadership, and design. Rebecca has been dancing since 
she could walk. She has studied and performed a variety of dance genres, from 
contemporary to Afro-Brazilian to Bhangra. She holds undergraduate degrees in Cultural 
Anthropology and East Asian Studies, and a minor in Dance from the University of 
California, Santa Cruz and a MBA in Design Strategy from California College of the Arts. 
 
Termeh Yeghiazarian 
Artist, Art Instructor 
Termeh Yeghiazarian has lived and worked in San Francisco since 1991. For 12 years, she 
worked with Burning Man as a volunteer and project manager for a variety of projects 
including video production. She has volunteered with several nonprofit organizations; 
small, community-based action groups, such as the recently formed Art for a Better Bay 
Area (ABBA) and Cultural Action Network (CAN), where she advocates for the rights of 
the artists to economic equity. Termeh is a practicing artist and art instructor and has 
taught painting, drawing, printmaking, history of modern art to undergrad and grad 
students at San Francisco Arts Institute, De Anza College, and Academy of Art University 
since 1999.  
 
Termeh is a resident of North Beach and former board member of Telegraph Hill Dwellers, 
where founded, chaired and programed the Art & Culture Committee in order to give long 
overdue exposure to the artists in the neighborhood and establish an ongoing dialogue 
about art and culture through regularly scheduled exhibits, salons and forums. She has 
organized, curated and installed numerous art shows, including shows for Visual Aid, a 
nonprofit organization that assisted artists with life threatening illness to continue their 
professional career; and, for Golden Thread Productions, a theater production group that 
she co-founded and served as a board member for several years. 
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Torange Yeghiazarian 
Artistic Director, Golden Thread Productions 
Torange Yeghiazarian co-founded Golden Thread in 1996 where she launched such 
visionary programs as ReOrient Festival & Forum, Middle East America (in partnership 
with the Lark and Silkroad Rising), Islam 101 (with Hafiz Karmali), New Threads, and the 
Fairytale Players. Torange’s plays include Isfahan Blues, 444 Days, The Fifth String: 
Ziryab’s Passage to Cordoba, and Call Me Mehdi. She is currently under commission by 
Philip Kan Gotanda to adapt his seminal play, The Wash to an Armenian setting. Awards 
include the Gerbode-Hewlett Playwright Commission Award (Isfahan Blues) and a 
commission by the Islamic Cultural Center of Northern California (The Fifth Song). Her 
short play Call Me Mehdi is published in the anthology “Salaam. Peace: An Anthology of 
Middle Eastern-American Drama,” TCG 2009. She adapted the poem, I Sell Souls by Simin 
Behbehani to the stage, and directed the premieres of Scenic Routes by Yussef El Guindi, 
The Myth of Creation by Sadegh Hedayat, Tamam by Betty Shamieh, Stuck by Amir Al-
Azraki and Voice Room by Reza Soroor, amongst others. Her articles on contemporary 
theatre in Iran have been published in The Drama Review (2012), American Theatre 
Magazine (2010), and Theatre Bay Area Magazine (2010), and HowlRound. Torange has 
contributed to the Encyclopedia of Women and Islamic Cultures and Cambridge World 
Encyclopedia of Stage Actors. Born in Iran and of Armenian heritage, Torange holds a 
Master’s degree in Theatre Arts from San Francisco State University. 
 
Jess Young 
Interim Executive Director, SOMArts Cultural Center 
Jess Young coordinated outreach efforts and serves as the social media voice of SOMArts 
Cultural Center in her role as Director of Communications & Community Engagement, and 
is currently serving as Interim Director as SOMArts searched for a new leader to take the 
organization boldly forward. Before joining the team at SOMArts in 2011, she was an 
Outreach Fellow for the San Francisco Arts Commission Gallery and conducted and 
edited interviews for Aorta, a radical arts magazine featuring a diversity of emerging and 
established female, queer and transgender artists. She has taught professional 
development workshops for ArtSpan’s Make Your Art Your Business series and California 
College of the Arts’ Career Summit on topics such as growing your fanbase, selling art 
online and equity in community outreach. In 2013–14 she served on the curatorial review 
panels for 2 x 2 Solos at Pro Arts Gallery and the group exhibition Queer Prophesies. In 
2014 she curated a group visual art exhibition and evening of performance, Second 
Helpings, as part of the National Queer Arts Festival, and exhibited visual art in the group 
exhibition Y'all Come Back Now: Stories of Queer Southern Migration in 2015. In 2015 she 
also served on the Cultural Equity steering committee of Arts for A Better Bay Area, 
which was instrumental in bringing together arts groups across the city to jointly 
advocate for an increase in arts funding, resulting in a $7 million increase in the Mayor’s 
budget for the arts. 
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Isabel Yrigoyen 
Associate Director of Performing Arts, Yerba Buena Center for the Arts 
Isabel T. Yrigoyen is the Associate Director of Performing Arts at Yerba Buena Center for 
the Arts, in San Francisco, California.  Ms. Yrigoyen produces the annual Performing Arts 
Presents Season at YBCA, which showcases ten to twelve world-class performances by 
local, national and international artists, plus dozens of public programs. Under the 
leadership of Marc Bamuthi Joseph, the Chief of Programs & Pedagogy, she works closely 
with Mr. Joseph to actualize his vision for the Performing Arts Presents programs. In 
addition, Ms. Yrigoyen serves on the YBCA curatorial team as a contributing music curator 
for the Performing Arts dept.  
 
In 2009, Ms. Yrigoyen founded the New Frequencies Festival, which features a broad 
spectrum of styles of contemporary music from around the globe, progressive jazz, and 
interdisciplinary music driven projects. In addition, Isabel oversees and directs the 
Community Rental program, serving as the YBCA representative, booking and managing 
over 160 contracted performances for a wide array of outside local Bay Area nonprofit 
Arts organizations who present dance, theater, and music at Yerba Buena Center for the 
Arts. 
 
Production credits highlights at YBCA include: Meredith Monk’s On Behalf of Nature, Kyle 
Abraham’s Pavement; Bill T. Jones/Arnie Zane Dance Company and SITI Company: A Rite; 
Mike Daisey’s American Utopia, Young Jean Lee’s Untitled Feminist; Maya Beiser’s All 
Vows, David Dorfman’s Prophets of Funk; Marc Bamuthi Joseph’s Clas/sick Hip Hop 
Festival & Marc Bamuthi Joseph’s Red, Black, Green: Blues; Kronos Quartet: Listen Local & 
Women’s Voices; The Wooster Group’s Early Plays;   Musicircus, John Cage Centennial 
Celebration directed by Steven Schick; Shen Wei Dance Arts Undivided/Divided; Big Art 
Group, The People: San Francisco; and Mariano Pensotti’s “El Pasado es un Animal 
Grotesco.”  
  
Isabel is a vocalist and student of renowned vocal coach Jane Sharp, and performs at 
recitals and home concerts. Originally from Ciego de Avila, Cuba, Isabel resides in 
Oakland, California. 
 


