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*With support from the San Francisco Public Library, 5 literary applicants are included in the allocation. 
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FY2021 San Francisco Artist Grant: 5 Years  
Panelist Biographies 

 

Melvign Badiola, He/him/his  
Melvign Badiola is a Filipino-American production manager, stage manager, 
producer, teaching artist, film, industrial, and stage actor based in Oakland, 
California. He currently serves as Brava Theater's Education Director. He's a 
resident artist at Bindlestiff Studio and served as their Production Manager 
from 2010 to 2013. He toured middle and high schools throughout California 
with NCTC's YouthAware program teaching youth about cyber harassment, 
self love, and mutual respect towards others. He has performed at SF Sketch 
Fest, SF Theater Fest, Young Playwright's Foundation, Monday Night 
Playground, California Academy of Science, & A.C.T. Acting credits include 
Dogeaters at Magic Theater, The Oldest Boy at Marin Theatre Company, & 
Allegiance at CCTC. Stage Management credits include Mommy Queerest 
(Exit), Chasing Mehserle (Z Space), Tree City Legends (SF & Philadelphia), 
Spiritrials (U.S. Tour). Film and Industrial Credits include VDA Tape 96, 
Prinsesa, SFPD, Geneva Car Barn Project, Yahoo, and Facebook.  

PJ Gubatina Policarpio, He/him/his,They/them/theirs 
PJ Gubatina Policarpio (he/him/his) is an educator, writer, curator, and 
community organizer with 10+ years of experience in museum education, 
public programming, youth development and arts administration, previously 
at The Contemporary Jewish Museum, Queens Museum, and The Museum of 
Modern Art. In 2012, he was a fellow in museum education at the Brooklyn 
Museum. In 2020, PJ joined the Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco as 
manager of youth development, where he designs and leads a dynamic 
portfolio of youth-centered initiatives that welcome and uplift diverse voices, 
perspectives, and communities. A strong commitment to social justice and 
equity is at the heart of his work.PJ has organized exhibitions, publications, 
and programs at Southern Exposure, San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, 
Asian Art Museum, Dixon Place, and NURTUREart. He serves on Southern 
Exposure’s Curatorial Council and SOMA Pilipinas Cultural District’s Arts and 
Culture Committee. 

Aprill Lacey, She/her/hers 
I’m originally from Redwood City, CA and lived in San Francisco from 1988-
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2008. I currently live in Daly City, CA. I bring 20 years experience to the table 
working in artist development, management, event production, community 
events and concert programming. I’m an Entertainment Director and Arts 
Administrator for Music City San Francisco and Music City Artist 
Development. I'm also a board member with the Lower Polk Neighbors. 

Alese Osborn, she/her/hers 
Alese Osborn (she/her) is an Artist (visual, installation, social practice, 
performance & video), animator, poet, writer, zine/chapbook creator, host of 
stream of consciousness spoken word/interview podcast, corporate and 
private consultant, professional Tarot reader and life long advocate of 
marginalized people and those finding their path with mental health with a 
strong focus on PTSD/CPSTD.  

She has worked extensively with both the general public and LGBQTA+ & 
POC community. 

Raised in California with a multi-parent and mult-cultural background; Osborn 
has a submerged focus on the lens of marginalized people and representation 
of under promoted voices and world views. 

Denise Pate, she/her/hers 
Denise Pate is currently the Cultural Funding Program Coordinator for the 
City of Oakland's Cultural Affairs Division. An experienced grant review 
panelist, Denise has served on panels for the California Arts Council, Alliance 
for California Traditional Arts, San Francisco Arts Commission, and MAP Fund. 
Past affiliations include the San Francisco Ethnic Dance Festival, California 
College of the Arts, Young Audiences of Northern California, and Destiny Arts 
Center. In 2020, she began her two-year term as a member of the Board of 
Trustees for Dance/USA. She received her B.A. in Dance/Movement Education 
from Dominican University, and MBA from University of Phoenix. 

22 of 31



 
 
 

FY2021 San Francisco Artist Grant: Literary  
Panelist Biographies 

 

Mary Ladd, She/hers/her 
Author of Write it Down: Pandemic Writing Prompts and The Wig Diaries, 
illustrated by Bad Reporter San Francisco Chronicle illustrator Don Asmussen. 
I collaborated with Anthony Bourdain on his San Francisco appearances, 
contributed to the best-selling 642 Things to Write About and Lit Starts 
books, and am a proud Writers Grotto member. 
 
My writing has appeared in the San Francisco Chronicle, California Magazine, 
Playboy, and Time Magazine’s Extra Crispy and I have read at Litquake, the 
Community of Writers and other community events. At the age of twenty-
one, I had the daunting and exciting professional opportunity to manage 
hundreds of extras and stand-in performers for the movie Scream, directed by 
Wes Craven. I am a San Francisco native and member of the We Wai Kai 
Nation, and support Bay Area Young Survivors & Breast Cancer Action as a 
volunteer. UC Berkeley and California Culinary Academy graduate. 

Preeti Vangani, She/hers/her 
Preeti Vangani is a San Francisco based poet & personal essayist. She is the 
author of Mother Tongue Apologize (RLFPA Editions), winner of RL India 
Poetry Prize. Her work has appeared in  BOAAT, Juked, Gulf Coast, 
Threepenny Review among other journals. She is the Poetry Editor for Glass 
Journal. She currently teaches poetry to under resourced youth through 
Youth Speaks in the Bay Area. And holds fellowships from Tin House and 
Kearny Street Workshop. She has curated, performed and read her work at 
several Bay Area reading series including Litquake, SFPL Poem Jam & The 
Racket Series. Preeti holds an MFA (writing) from the University of San 
Francisco. 

Nancy (writer N. T. Arevalo), She/hers/her, They/them/theirs 
Nancy's stories have appeared in Shenandoah, Necessary Fiction, Hayden 
Ferry's Review, The Boiler, Hawai’i Pacific Review, and other journals, and 
received a 2020 Pushcart Prize nomination and Honorable Mention in the 
Bevel Summers Prize Contest. She is a San Francisco State Provost Scholar 
and Clark-Gross Novel Award recipient, as well as a recipient of the Kathryn 
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A. Manoogian Scholarship for Creative Writing. Nancy is a writer and teaching 
artist, with experience as a former theatre arts administrator and foundation 
program officer--establishing, administering, applying, overseeing, and 
evaluating grants. She is a grantee of PEN America, the California Arts Council 
and National Arts & Disability Center, American Society of Journalists and 
Authors, and Artists Relief. After studies focused on comparative race and 
social policy, her previous career was as an advocate for civil rights and 
equity. She is a first-generation graduate and McNair Scholar, with a Master of 
Public Policy. More information is available at arevalossketches.com. 

Michal “MJ” Jones, They/them/theirs 
Michal “MJ” Jones is a writer, poet, musician, parent and earth visitor living in 
Oakland, CA. A curious interdisciplinary writer, MJ's work has been nominated 
for the Pushcart Prize, Best of the Net, and is featured or forthcoming in 
Anomaly, Kissing Dynamite, Borderlands: Texas Poetry Review, Non-binary: 
Memoirs of Gender and Identity, Everyday Feminism, Black Girl Dangerous, 
The Body Is Not An Apology, Wear Your Voice Magazine, and many other 
venues. MJ is the recipient of fellowships from the Hurston/Wright 
Foundation, the San Francisco Writers Grotto, VONA - Voices of Our Nations, 
Winter Tangerine, and Kearny Street Workshop's Interdisciplinary Writers 
Lab. MJ also serves as an Associate Poetry Editor at Foglifter, an award-
winning literary home for queer and trans writers. MJ is the Community 
Engagement Fellow in the MFA in Poetry program at Mills College (2021), 
where they will focus on curating workshops for trans & gender non-
conforming writers. 

Diego Gómez, She/hers/her,He/him/his,They/them/theirs 
Diego Gómez is a San Francisco native, a graphic design graduate of the Art 
Institute, drag performer and educator of Fashion at City College San 
Francisco. Diego is the creator of the civil rights comic book "1963 Is Not an 
End, But A Beginning: A Graphic History”, the fashion illustration book ”The 
Hard-Femme Ex-Men" & “Daddy Issues” magazine. In 2012 they illustrated live 
at the De Young museum for the Jean Paul Gaultier exhibit and in 2012 & 2015 
they were Artist-in-Resident at Providence, Rhode Island’s “AS220”. This June 
Diego taught a fashion illustration class at the Apple store in Union Square for 
“Today at Apple”. You can find them all over cyber space by using the handle 
@DesignNurd 
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FY2021 San Francisco Artist Grant: Media  
Panelist Biographies 

 

StormMiguel Florez, He/him/his 
StormMiguel Florez is a trans, queer Xicane filmmaker whose work includes 
award-winning documentaries, The Whistle (Producer/Director) and MAJOR! 
(Editor/Co-Producer 2015). StormMiguel is also an event and media producer, 
actor, and a life-long musician. He was a 2020 San Francisco Pride virtual 
Community Grand Marshal and a recipient of NALAC (National Association of 
Latino Arts and Cultures), The San Francisco Arts Commission, and Horizons 
Foundation grants. He’s originally from Albuquerque, NM, which he very much 
considers to be his homeland, and has lived in the San Francisco Bay Area for 
over 24 years. He lives with his partner and their 3 chihuahuas. 

Duygu Gun, She/hers/her 
Born and raised in Turkey, my curiosity for the new cultures took me on a 
journey around the world. I lived in six different countries developing and 
launching new products and services at startups and tech giants; and 
expanding businesses beyond borders. I moved to San Francisco in 2012 and 
joined the Emerging Arts Professionals fellowship program, a network 
focused on the empowerment of SF Bay Area emergent arts & culture 
workers. As a musician, I always had the passion to build bridges between the 
corporate/tech world and the local arts scene to generate local equity. I 
founded Festywise to activate underutilized public and private spaces into 
performance stages and create new revenue streams for local artists. With the 
same goal, I recently joined SFJAZZ to spearhead the Corporate Partnerships 
program. I am also a 2021 resident curator at SOMArts. I am a world-citizen 
immigrant in SF, speaking 6 languages. 

Jay Gash, She/hers/her,They/them/theirs 
Jay Gash (she/they) is a queer, African American filmmaker, 3rd generation 
photographer, creative, and educator born and raised in Oakland, CA. Their 
photography explores intimacy between moments, people, places, and things. 
Their short films, which primarily focus on healing, self care, and 
empowerment, have been featured in national and international film festivals. 
 
Jay is most passionate about photography, filmmaking, music, art, fashion, 
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education, business, and technology - investigating the place where they all 
intersect. Jay hopes to build a legacy of voice and representation for people 
of color through storytelling in all forms. 
 
Jay currently manages the Bridges Fellowship and Next Gen Program at Bay 
Area Video Coalition where they create opportunities for underserved youth 
in the Bay Area to learn about video production, music production, animation, 
game code design, and gain valuable skills that will ready them for the 
professional media industry. 

Michella Rivera-Gravage, She/hers/her 
I am a multimedia producer/director dedicated to working with compelling 
stories that ignite and cultivate. I have produced evocative moving images, 
interactive media and participatory projects. I work with a variety of artists, 
nonprofits and innovative businesses to manifest their best digital selves. I 
earned my MFA in Digital Art/New Media from the University of California, 
Santa Cruz. 

Muriel Leung, She/hers/her 
Muriel Leung is the author of Imagine Us, The Swarm, forthcoming from 
Nightboat Books in 2021, and Bone Confetti, winner of the 2015 Noemi Press 
Book Award. A Pushcart Prize nominated writer, her writing can be found in 
The Baffler, Cream City Review, Gulf Coast, The Collagist, Fairy Tale Review, 
and others. She is a recipient of fellowships to Kundiman, VONA/Voices 
Workshop and the Community of Writers. She is the Editor-in-Chief of Gold 
Line Press and the Poetry Co-Editor of Apogee Journal. She also co-hosts The 
Blood-Jet Writing Hour Podcast with Rachelle Cruz and MT Vallarta. She is a 
member of Miresa Collective, a feminist speakers bureau. Currently, she is an 
Andrew W. Mellon Humanities in a Digital World fellow at the University of 
Southern California where she is completing her PhD in Creative Writing and 
Literature. 
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FY2021 San Francisco Artist Grant: Performance  
Panelist Biographies 

 

Nikoo Mamdoohi, She/her/hers  
Nikoo Mamdoohi is an Iranian theater director. She is the founder of Vaahe Art 
Collective where she has produced and directed plays since 2008. With an 
MFA in Theater Directing from UMass Amherst, Mamdoohi has directed 
numerous plays in Iran and the United States. Presently based in Washington, 
DC, she creates and tours her work throughout the US and internationally. 
 
Mamdoohi is a co-founder of Alma Theater Company, a company specializing 
in staging Iranian plays based in Washington, DC. With Alma, she has directed 
Home (2019), by Naghmeh Samini in the Kennedy Center, marking the first 
Farsi play to be performed there with an all Iranian cast. In the same year, she 
also directed Alma Theater Company’s production of Lost in the Ocean 
Waves (2019) at Arena Stage. 
 
Her main body of work consists of devised site-specific, immersive 
performances, revolving around notions of mortality and the ephemerality of 
life. 
 
www.nikoomamdoohi.com 

Alma Herrera-Pazmino, She/hers/her,They/them/theirs 
Born and raised in the Mission District of San Francisco, Alma Herrera-
Pazmiño (she/her) was brought up in spaces of community activism that used 
art as a tool for social change. After graduating from UC Santa Cruz she 
returned to serve in arts programing. She produced for local non-profits: Loco 
Bloco, Dance Mission, Brava for Women in the Arts and Youth Speaks. In 2017 
Alma produced “On The Hill: I Am Alex Nieto”, a multimedia community 
informed theatre piece about police impunity creating solution based 
dialogue around restorative justice. Hungry to create, she made the shift from 
Performance Arts to Film. She moved to New York and landed her first role as 
Assistant Editor for Barbara Kopple’s Historical Documentary “Desert One'' 
Premiered at TIFF 2019. Since then she has assisted in creating work for 
SFUSD, Acción Latina, PBS and Telling Pictures. 
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Mica Sigourney, They/them/theirs 
Mica Sigourney is a white queer non-binary drag performer, choreographer 
and producer. They are the founder of OX (2008) a performance organization 
that commissions new collaborative performance in the traditional queer art 
form of Drag.  

Mica is a member of the Stud Collective, the first worker-owned cooperative 
queer nightclub in the United States. The Stud Collective saved the Stud Bar 
from closure in 2017, and is stewarding it to its forever home. The Stud was 
founded in 1966 and is San Francisco’s oldest Queer Bar.  

In 2013 Mica attended ImpulsTanz as a DanceWEB scholar. This began their 
European career. They regularly collaborate with Amanda Apetrea in Sweden, 
and Ruairí Donovan in Ireland.  

Mica serves on the board of Oaklash, the Bay Area’s only drag festival, and 
was the Program Director in 2019 and 2020.  

Through OX they offer finance for artist workshops called Making Money 
Making Art and free grant coaching for new-to-applying artists. 

EJ Walls, He/him/his 
EJ Walls (Sin Q) is a Black, Filipino & Mexican rapper/songwriter, MC, and arts 
educator from the Bay Area. The vibrant lyricist and entertainer uses written and 
spoken word to process life experiences past and present, and imagine new futures 
for himself and his community. As a spoken word poet and hip-hop performer, Sin Q 
has blazed stages across California with acts such as Casey Veggies, Travis Scott, 
Ab-Soul, Zion I and more, as well as internationally in Ghana, West Africa and Puebla, 
Mexico.   

As the current Lead Poet Mentor for local nonprofit Youth Speaks, EJ 
facilitates writing workshops, other programs and events to foster liberating 
spaces for young people. He is the host and curator of Youth Speaks' MC 
Olympics; a tournament-style rap competition in both the Bay Area and the 
Brave New Voices International Youth Poetry Festival, and the Bigger Picture 
Project SLAM Club; an after-school, student-led arts movement space for 
youth to write and perform pieces that address and combat the various forms 
of structural violence and systemic oppression that disproportionately impact 
Black, Indigenous and other communities of color, including but not limited to: 
Type II Diabetes, the Covid-19 pandemic, climate change, police terrorism, and 
other public health cirses.   
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With a B.A. in Communication, and California teaching credentials in Multiple 
Subjects, English and History, EJ's background as an educator and a mentor 
for young people have allowed him opportunities to work with other Oakland-
based nonprofits as well. He co-designed and co-facilitated the Black 
Organizing Project's Summer Youth Podcast Internship, documenting the 
removal of all police agencies within Oakland Unified School District, and is 
co-facilitating the Kingmakers of Oakland's Kings In the Making Fellowship, a 
leadership development, college access and readiness initiative for black and 
brown high school boys.   

Centering the freedom for and dignity of oppressed peoples everywhere in 
both his personal life's work and artistic practice, EJ enjoys exploring the 
relationship between genuine self-expression, purposeful and intentional 
action, and overall social-emotional wellness, and hopes to continue inspiring 
folks to create, live and love with purpose, humility and joy." 

 

Vera Hannush, She/hers/her,They/them/theirs 
VERA* is a queer Armenian American drag king, dancer, and community 
activist. VERA is a member and host of the Rebel Kings of Oakland, a member 
of SWANA Kings (South West Asian North African drag king collective), and 
board member of Oaklash, the Bay Area Drag Festival. (*VERA in drag, Vera 
out of drag) 
 
Vera taught dance at the Downtown Berkeley YMCA and VERA has 
showcased choreography at Shawl Anderson Dance Center and a solo show 
at SF Playground SoloFest and The Body Political. 
 
Vera is the Bay Area Development Officer for Covenant House California, the 
unhoused youth shelter system for Alameda County, and Lead Volunteer 
Trainer on the LGBT National Hotline. 
 
Vera has previously served as Senior Grants Officer for Taube Philanthropies 
and two-term board president of the Pacific Center, as well as a co-facilitator 
of Queer Femmes and Queer SWANA Femmes at the Pacific Center. 
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FY2021 San Francisco Artist Grant: Visual  
Panelist Biographies 

 

David Lee, He/him/his 
am an Oakland based photographer that is striving to share how my various 
contexts are connected. Who I am in Oakland is also who I am in Yosemite, 
and I hope to show diverse representations where these places intersect. I like 
to challenge the monolithic rhetoric regarding race, gender expression, 
mental health, and all things deemed to be counter-cultural. I find joy in 
sharing outdoor spaces and bearing witness to those with who I share any 
space with. Thank you for taking the time to experience my journey as I grow 
in my humanity and as an artist. 

Ryan Anthony Martinez, He/him/his 
Originally from San Diego, I moved to San Francisco to complete my MFA in 
illustration and computer arts from the Academy of Art SF. I currently live in 
Oakland as a freelance/ commissioned painter & muralist while looking for 
community led mural opportunities/museum work/ preparatory experience. I 
was the Store Graphic Artist and Creative Lead for Whole Foods Market over 
17 years while creating & advancing my own work and education. Pre-Covid I 
had just started as a teaching artist for The Museum of Children's Arts in 
Oakland, through which this opportunity was presented. Teaching art to three 
third grade classrooms was giving me the opportunity I was seeking to share 
my knowledge and talents with future generations and inspire them to bring 
their visions to fruition. I would like to take full advantage of this opportunity 
to learn as much as I can about grants and making public art. 

Grendl Löfkvist, She/hers/her 
Grendl Löfkvist, Education Director at Letterform Archive, teaches type 
history and theory in the year-long postgraduate Type West program in type 
design. 
 
Grendl also teaches the history of graphic design, book arts, calligraphy, and 
letterpress printing at City College of San Francisco, as well as calligraphy and 
printmaking workshops at the San Francisco Center for the Book. 
 
Grendl has ink in her veins: she was a press operator for 13 years at Inkworks 
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Press in Berkeley, a collectively owned, politically progressive offset printing 
company that recently closed its doors. 
 
She does letterpress and printmaking work under the imprints of Red Star 
Agitprop and Cloven Hoof Press, and she currently serves on the Board of 
Directors of the American Printing History Association.  
 
Her interests include the study of printing as a subversive “Black Art,” and she 
is always on the lookout for bizarre, unusual, or macabre print and type lore. 

Tiffany Minaret Sakato, She/hers/her 
I am a museum professional with 10+ years of experience developing 
exhibitions for a variety of spaces (art, science, history, memorial). I was born 
and raised in the Bay Area. As a child, I remember visiting museums, shows, 
and cultural events, mainly through class field trips and my parents. I did not 
grow up thinking art was a viable career field. Later I began to discover the 
range of opportunities and roles, and the social impact of the arts. I left the 
state to study in Chicago and NYC, and have worked in different places 
including Italy, Japan, South Africa, and DC. In 2012, I returned to SF, and have 
since seen a huge change to the Bay Area of my youth. My interests remain 
centered on how history is made and who gets to make it. I believe in the 
power of representation at all levels in the arts. 

Elyse Marr, She/hers/her 
I am Chinese American from a lineage of five generations in Northern 
California - immigrating during gold rush and railroad times. My father was the 
last born and raised in the town of Locke, California, a historical landmark 
where the Chinese helped build the state’s economy while also enduring 
harmful laws like the Alien Land Act and Chinese Exclusion Act. Families were 
separated and denied rights such as ownership to land, which had rippling 
damages for generations. When I was 17, I was commissioned to make a 
community park and monument sculpture to commemorate our slice of 
American history. From that formative experience, I consider myself an art 
activist in spirit. Yet, I’ve spend my career fighting inequities — global public 
health, financial inclusion, and livelihoods of small scale food producers. 
Today, I’ve moved into tech, to tackle what I believe is today’s largest threat 
to equality — data rights. 
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