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Harvey Milk Quotes (Updated August 11, 2021) 

1st Choice 

(in order of marquee placement from left to right on final design) 

1.  The spirit of life is just as important as its substance 

2.  For we all will die someday and there will be another generation to take our places, and we do not 
have the right to lay our mistakes at their feet.  

 (San Francisco Chapter of National Women's Political Caucus, 1973) 

3.  Hope will never be silent. Hope is never silent.  

4.  Wake up, America... No more Racism, no more sexism, no more ageism, no more hatred... no more!   
  (Gay Day Speech, 1978) 

5.  POEM BY HARVEY MILK 
I can be killed with ease 
I can be cut right down 
But I cannot fall back into my closet 
I have grown 
I am not by myself 
I am too many 
I am all of us 

6.  It takes no compromising to give people their rights. It takes no money to respect the individual. It 
takes no political deal to give people freedom. It takes no survey to remove repression. 

7.  All human beings have power. You are just one person, but you have power.  

8.  I stand for a government which regards the human being as more important than a highway, which 
regards a hospital as more important than a bomb. 

9.  History says that, like all groups seeking their rights, sooner or later we will win.  
 (Gay Day Speech, 1978)* 

10.  You gotta give them hope* 

* We are in the process of deciding between these 2 quotes for the last marquee on right side. 



Secondary 

1.  As long as we are able to fight now, we must all band together to fight for common freedom before 
the police silences us one group at a time.  

2.  I have tasted freedom. I will not give up that which I have tasted.  

3.  I know you cannot live on hope alone, but without it life is not worth living.  

4.  We are not going to allow our rights to be taken away  
 (Gay Day Speech, 1978) 

5.  Without high hopes, we condemn ourselves to a Tomorrow that would be, at best, an instant replay of 
Today.  

  (I Have High Hopes Speech) 
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