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Item 1: Roll Call

January 13, 2021
Community Investments
Committee Meeting

Public Comment via WebEx:
• Navigate to the hand icon in the lower right corner.
• Raise your hand to be placed in the queue.
• You will hear a beep and you will be prompted to speak.

Public Comment via Phone:
•
•
•
•

Dial (415) 655-0001.
Enter the Access Code: 146 181 1665
When prompted, dial ‘*’ then ‘3’ to be added to the speaker line.
Your line will be unmuted and you will hear, “Your line has been
unmuted.” This is your time to speak.

Once your time is up, you will be put back on mute. Participants who wish to
speak on other public comment periods may stay on the line and listen for the
next public comment opportunity. For further inquiries regarding Commission
matters, email art-info@sfgov.org.

Item 2: General Public Comment

Public Comment via WebEx:
• Navigate to the hand icon in the lower right corner.
• Raise your hand to be placed in the queue.
• You will hear a beep and you will be prompted to speak.

Public Comment via Phone:
•
•
•
•

Dial (415) 655-0001.
Enter the Access Code: 146 181 1665
When prompted, dial ‘*’ then ‘3’ to be added to the speaker line.
Your line will be unmuted and you will hear, “Your line has been
unmuted.” This is your time to speak.

Once your time is up, you will be put back on mute. Participants who wish to
speak on other public comment periods may stay on the line and listen for the
next public comment opportunity. For further inquiries regarding Commission
matters, email art-info@sfgov.org.

Item 3: Arts Impact Endowment
Overview

Discussion: Staff presentation and
discussion on the Arts Impact
Endowment grantee goals and
objectives.

San Francisco Arts Commission
Arts Impact Endowment
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ARTS IMPACT
ENDOWMENT

Proposition E was passed in November
2018, restoring the historic hotel tax
allocation for the arts, and stabilized
funding for continued deep support for
arts and culture throughout the City.
Proposition E established the Arts
Impact Endowment, which is jointly
administered by the San Francisco Arts
Commission (SFAC) and Grants for the
Arts (GFTA). This funding provides new
resources for community-driven
priorities.

OPG 2019 World Arts West by WaiYan Daniel Tsao

CULTURAL SERVICES
ALLOCATION PLAN
The 2019-2024 CSAP outlined four
priority areas that the Arts Impact
Endowment will support through the
year 2024:
•
•
•
•

Arts Education
Affordable Space
Arts Organizations Core Support
Individual Artists Support

These priority funding areas were
determined after citywide
community engagement through
targeted mapping activities of key
stakeholders and an online poll.
CRSP 2019 Asian Improv Arts
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OFFICE OF RACIAL
EQUITY
Transforming systems to support the
collective liberation of Black,
Indigenous, and People of Color in
San Francisco.

COVID-AIE Rapid Response grants
were developed to further align with
this charge from the ORE. Applicants
were required to demonstrate how
their proposals prioritized the selfdetermination the BIPOC creatives,
leaders, and communities through
easily accessible pass-through
funding strategies.

IAC 2019 William Rhodes Fillmore Quilt
Photo by Pernilla Persson
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ECONOMIC TASK FORCE
SURVEY RESULTS
• Financial Assistance to Businesses was the most desired category
of action, especially amongst business owners of color, followed by
Health/Safety
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ECONOMIC TASK FORCE
RECOMMENDATIONS

Jobs & Businesses
•Minimize evictions
•Small and medium-sized
business support
•Reduce expenses
•Employment and career
advancement for the
most disadvantaged
•Support workers with
centralized workforce
development and
subsidized employment

Vulnerable
Populations
•Protect health of
vulnerable populations
for safe reopening
•Ensure affordable
housing for vulnerable
populations
•Build access to
opportunity to overcome
structural racism
•Address inequities with
immediately devastating
impacts

Economic
Development
•Affordable housing:
pursue funding, preserve,
acquire, stabilize,
produce, streamline
•Make best use of
publicly owned space
•Redesign permitting and
cut red tape
•Change zoning and other
codes for more flexible
uses

Arts, Culture,
Hospitality &
Entertainment
•Help ACHE businesses
and orgs. diversify and
reopen safely
•Expand access to and
activate spaces ASAP
•Utilize ACHE sector to
catalyze recovery
•Employ ACHE workforce
in recovery
•Protect and strengthen
ACHE assets

COVID-19 RESPONSE
The impacts of COVID-19 are
particularly poignant for San
Francisco’s arts and cultural
communities, and especially BIPOCled organizations. Based on the
feedback and recommendations from
the Economic Recovery Task Force
and respecting the four priority
funding areas of the 2019-2024 CSAP,
SFAC and GFTA have repurposed the
Arts Impact Endowment to support
the recovery of arts and culture
nonprofits.

Mural by Cece Carpio.
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UNIVERSAL BASIC INCOME (Pilot)
Support up to $870,000 for a nonprofit organization to develop and
administer a Universal Basic Income grant for San Francisco artists
and cultural workers to mitigate the financial impact of the
coronavirus on their livelihoods and community arts sector.
Intermediary: Yerba Buena Center for the Arts (YBCA)
Grant Award: $870,000 grant award | $780,000 for re-granting
Anticipated Launch: February 2021
Program Description: The UBI Pilot program will provide
unconditional financial support to artists who have had no/little safety
net before and during the pandemic. It will focus on BIPOC, disabled,
immigrant, LGBTQ+ artists in San Francisco’s hardest hit communities.
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YBCA & UNIVERSAL BASIC INCOME
OUTCOMES
• 130 SF individual artists, teaching artists, cultural workers receive a
monthly income of $1,000 for six months
• Focus on BIPOC, Disabled, immigrant, LGBTQ+ who have
experienced severe reduction or loss of income due to the
coronavirus
• Document and evaluate impact
• Catalyze national networks and secure additional partners to
continue program beyond pilot phase
For more information…
Natalie Just at vxassociates@ybca.org
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RE-OPENING SAFELY
Support up to $800,000 for a non-profit organization to develop a regranting program to serve the nonprofit arts and culture sector in reopening safely in compliance with public health orders. Up to
$500,000 for space and capital needs and up to $300,000 for
organizations’ new operating expenses.
Intermediary: Community Vision
Grant Award: $800,000 grant award | $714,000 for re-granting
Anticipated Launch: April 2021
Program Description: SFAC funds will be used to make COVID-19
related facilities and operational investments to support the safe
reopening of arts and culture organizations deeply rooted in and
reflective of historically underserved communities.
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COMMUNITY VISION & RE-OPENING
SAFELY OUTCOMES
• Focus on arts and culture nonprofits deeply rooted in and serving
BIPOC communities
• Estimated 16-20 grants to arts and culture nonprofits
• Community Vision will bring real estate operations technical
assistance services to assist organizations with assessing facilities
needs
• Arts and culture nonprofits can make safety improvements to
comply with health orders, re-configure spaces as appropriate, and
re-open and welcome staff and audiences back safely
For more information…
Risa Blumlein Keeper, Consulting Manager at
rbkeeper@communityvisionca.org
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ARTS HUB
Support up to $250,000 for a nonprofit arts and culture service
provider to develop, host, maintain, and regularly update a web-based
perennial listing of current funding, grants, resources, and exhibition
opportunities in San Francisco, as well as online tools, training and
educational materials relevant to the arts sector.
Intermediary: Yerba Buena Center for the Arts (YBCA)
Grant Award: $250,000
Anticipated Launch: winter 2021
Program Description: SFAC funds will support the ongoing
development and expansion of the Artist Power Center, a digital
platform created to help Bay Area artists and cultural workers
disproportionately impacted by COVID-19 identify critical resources and
build long-term careers.
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YBCA & ARTS HUB
OUTCOMES
• Artist Power Center, a digital platform providing a clearinghouse of
vetted resources related to immediate relief for artists and arts
businesses will be expanded and more user-friendly based on
feedback from focus groups comprised of mostly BIPOC artists and
cultural workers
• Outreach to serve 2500 artists
• New launch of expanded website by end of 2021
• Continued expansion of resources and community outreach through
2021
For more information…
Natalie Just at vxassociates@ybca.org
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SANKOFA INITIATIVE OVERVIEW
The Sankofa Initiative is a re-granting
program of the San Francisco Arts
Commission’s Arts Impact Endowment to
support the healing and creativity of
communities of color most effected by
COVID-19.
The Sankofa Initiative’s focus on Arts
Education prioritizes access to creative
exploration for those most in need during
and after the global health emergency
through three project areas: cultural
preservation, professional/wellness
development, and access to technology
and art supplies.
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SANKOFA INITIATIVE CONTEXT
The word Sankofa is connected to the West African proverb, “It’s not
wrong to go back for that which you have forgotten.” With this proverb
as our North Star, this responsive recovery fund prioritizes BIPOC-led
(Black/Indigenous/People of Color) organizations to uplift BIPOC
communities through their own self-determination.
The initiative delivers COVID rapid response funding for necessities
emphasized by the arts education community at the Spring 2020
COVID-19 weekly conveners hosted by Arts Education Alliance of the
Bay Area (AEABA). Attendees shared immediate and long-term needs
related to accessibility, sustainability, and professional/wellness
development.
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PROJECT AREA 1: CULTURAL
PRESERVATION
Support up to $225,000 for an art/culture based nonprofit to
administer funds to support practices and traditions from culture
bearers, community historians, elders, and artists living in San
Francisco.
Intermediary: Alliance of California Traditional Arts (ACTA)
Grant Award: $225,000 grant award | $180,000 for re-granting
Anticipated Launch: April 1, 2021
Program Description: This is a re-granting program to serve BIPOC
individuals and organizations in San Francisco specializing in the
practice of cultural traditions by offering grants between $1,500 and
$15,000 to facilitate a broad range of activities including cultural
practice and transmission, performance/exhibitions, documentation,
and gatherings.
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ACTA & CULTURAL PRESERVATION
OUTCOMES
• To disburse 12 to 120 awards to BIPOC individuals and
organizations ranging from $1,500 to $15,000.
• To create a structure for BIPOC culture bearers to scale up their
impact through intergenerational learning, leadership
development, and collective action.
• To deepen funding and collaboration with BIPOC culture bearers
and organizations to preserve cultural heritage and embrace
innovation using participatory cultural asset mapping
methodologies.
For more information…
Lily Kharrazi, Director of Special Initiatives, Sankofa@actaonline.org
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PROJECT AREA 2: TECHNOLOGY &
SUPPLIES ACCESS
Support up to $250,000 for an education, youth development, or
technology/media based nonprofit to administer funds to acquire art
supplies and equipment including tablets, laptops, online services, and
software enabling communities and individuals to provide high quality
arts experiences.
Intermediary: Bayview Hunters Point Center for Arts & Technology
(BAYCAT)
Grant Award: $250,000 grant award | $200,000 for re-granting
Anticipated Launch: February 21, 2021
Program Description: Support from the SFAC’s Sankofa Initiative will
ensure that aspiring media makers, primarily low-income BIPOC youth
ages 15-24, have access to creative and technical tools that allow them
to tell their own stories and heal from this moment of collective trauma
through media maker kits from the BIPOC Media Maker Fund.
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BAYCAT & TECHNOLOGY/SUPPLIES
OUTCOMES
•

To curate 68 media kits with core production tools for program participants,
graduates, and alumni of the Crew and Studio Internships.




•

27 Crew kits ($1,837 each): iPad Pro, Apple Pencil, GoPro camera.
5 graduating senior Crew kits ($3,004 each): MacBook Pro, GoPro
camera
36 Intern/7 Alumni kits ($3,160 each): iPad Pro, Apple Pencil, Canon EOS
90D DSLR camera

To provide a long-term resource reducing the digital divide and support
authentic storytelling from populations underrepresented in Media Arts.
 100% of subgrantees will identify as BIPOC; 60% will identify as women,
transgender, or non-binary; 75% will be extremely to moderately-low
income

For more information:
• Michelle Li, Academy Coordinator, michelleli@baycat.org
• Youth applications (ages 15-18): https://www.baycat.org/crew-application
• Young adult applications (ages 18-25): https://www.baycat.org/internship-application
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PROJECT AREA 3: PROFESSIONAL &
WELLNESS DEVELOPMENT
Support up to $225,000 for a youth development or workforce
development nonprofit to re-grant funding to invest in the professional
development of artists, cultural workers, and arts administrators.
Individuals and organizations may use the funds to attend webinars,
workshops, trainings and events to develop skills for remote work,
education in the arts, healing and wellness taking place locally and
nationally.
Intermediary: Boys and Girls Clubs of San Francisco (BGCSF)
Grant Award: $225,000 grant award | $180,000 for re-granting
Anticipated Launch: March 2021
Program Description: BGCSF's regranting program will disburse passthrough funds to BIPOC led arts organizations and BIPOC individual
artists providing community-centered art to invest in the professional
and wellness development of artists, cultural workers, and arts
administrators through a lens of racial equity and social justice.
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BGCSF & PROFESSIONAL/WELLNESS
DEVELOPMENT OUTCOMES
• To distribute 50 awards ranging between $1,500 and $15,000.
• For 50% of awards to directly benefit vulnerable populations:
youth (age 0 to 24 years old), older adults (age 60 and up),
individuals with disabilities, individuals affected by the justice
system/foster care, and individuals experiencing homelessness
and/or joblessness.
• To address the intersection of COVID-19, racial disparities, and
philanthropy by deploying needed resources to BIPOC
communities through monthly grant cycles through December
2021.
For more information…
David Schleifer-Lee, Director of Institutional Giving, 415-445-5481 /
dschleifer-lee@kidsclub.org
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Item 3: Arts Impact Endowment
Overview
Commissioner Discussion/Comments:
Staff presentation and discussion on
the Arts Impact Endowment grantee
goals and objectives.

Public Comment via WebEx:
• Navigate to the hand icon in the lower right corner.
• Raise your hand to be placed in the queue.
• You will hear a beep and you will be prompted to speak.

Public Comment via Phone:
•
•
•
•

Dial (415) 655-0001.
Enter the Access Code: 146 181 1665
When prompted, dial ‘*’ then ‘3’ to be added to the speaker line.
Your line will be unmuted and you will hear, “Your line has been
unmuted.” This is your time to speak.

Once your time is up, you will be put back on mute. Participants who wish to
speak on other public comment periods may stay on the line and listen for the
next public comment opportunity. For further inquiries regarding Commission
matters, email art-info@sfgov.org.

Item 4: 2021-2023 SFAC Grant
Review Panelists

Action: Discussion and possible motion to

approve the following panelists to serve, as
selected by staff, on SFAC review panels for
the 2021-2022 and 2022-2023 fiscal years:

Panelists for 2021-2022 and 2022-2023 fiscal years
Adam Morris, Academic/Educator
Afshan Tania D'souza-Lodhi, Arts Administrator
Alexander Benjamin Craghead, Academic/Educator
Alexandra Kostoulas, Arts Administrator
Alma Herrera-Pazmino, Arts Administrator
Amanda Andrei, Practicing Artist
Amanda Bornstein, Arts Supporter/Enthusiast
Amanda Hughen, Practicing Artist
Amy l Berk, Academic/Educator
Anastasia Herold, Arts Administrator
Andrew Nelson An Westover, Academic/Educator
Angela Newsham, Practicing Artist
Aprill Lacey, Arts Administrator
Ariana Martinez, Academic/Educator
Audrey Thao Berger, Arts Administrator
Bhumi Patel, Academic/Educator
Brandi Mack, Academic/Educator
Brenden Darby, Academic/Educator
Brennan James DeFrisco, Academic/Educator
Bridget Palmer, Academic/Educator
Bruce Baker, Arts Administrator
Brynn Hurlstone, Academic/Educator
Catherine Lipsetz Dauer, Arts Supporter/Enthusiast
Cathy Lu, Practicing Artist

Crystal Elekwachi, Practicing Artist
Cesar Cadabes, Practicing Artist
Danica Sachs, Arts Administrator
Daria Kaufman, Practicing Artist
David Herrera, Arts Administrator
David Lee-Burleigh, Practicing Artist
Denise Pate, Cultural Worker
Dianne Griffin, Practicing Artist
Duygu Gun, Arts Administrator
Earl Marciano Walls, Academic/Educator
Elizabeth Harvey, Arts Administrator
Elyse Mar, Practicing Artist
Emily Aldama, Academic/Educator
Emma Crane Jaster, Academic/Educator
Erina Alej, Academic/Educator
Ethen Wood, Academic/Educator
Evelyn Orantes, Arts Administrator
Frederick Alvarado, Academic/Educator
Gabriel Christian DeLeon, Practicing Artist
Henry Pacheco, Practicing Artist
Imani Sims, Arts Administrator
Jackson Cooper, Arts Administrator
James Kass, Academic/Educator
Janani Ramachandran, Practicing Artist

Panelists for 2021-2022 and 2022-2023 fiscal years
Jasmine L. Blanks Jones, Academic/Educator
Jennifer Ewing, Academic/Educator
Jennifer Wells Starkweather, Academic/Educator
Jordan Wilson-Dalzell, Practicing Artist
Jorge Antonio Ortega, Practicing Artist
Joseph Copley-Venturo Diaz, Arts Administrator
Karla Brundage, Academic/Educator
Katherine Robles-Ayala, Practicing Artist
Kathryn Frances Pfaff, Arts Administrator
Kathy Chu, Arts Supporter/Enthusiast
Kay E Anderson, Academic/Educator
Kelly Lynn Falzone Inouye, Practicing Artist
Kimberly Shuck, Practicing Artist
Kyle Casey Chu, Practicing Artist
Laura Gabriela Amador, Academic/Educator
Leilani Salvador, Academic/Educator
Lisa Lui, Arts Administrator
Maeve Altas Sullivan, Arts Administrator
Maeven McGovern, Academic/Educator
MalikHeru Jawanza Seneferu, Practicing Artist
Mary Carbonara, Academic/Educator
Maxim Khusid, Arts Supporter/Enthusiast
Megan Lowe, Academic/Educator
Melvign Badiola, Practicing Artist

Michal Jones, Academic/Educator
Monica Eo'Mailani Flores, Arts Administrator
Nalini Elias, Arts Administrator
Nancy Taylor, Academic/Educator
Nanette Cooper-McGuinness, Academic/Educator
Nepunnee Birondo, Arts Supporter/Enthusiast
Nicole Lavay-Mullenix, Academic/Educator
Nikoo Mamdoohi, Practicing Artist
Patricia Ann Zamora, Academic/Educator
Patrick Ohslund, Academic/Educator
Paul Stojsavljevic-Flores, Academic/Educator
Peter Belkin, Academic/Educator
PJ Gubatina Policarpio, Academic/Educator
Ploy Pirapokin, Academic/Educator
Preeti Vangani, Academic/Educator
Prishni I. Murillo, Arts Supporter/Enthusiast
Ramon Silvestre, Academic/Educator
Raphael Vincent Noz, Academic/Educator
Reginald Edmonds, Arts Administrator
Roberta D'Alois, Arts Administrator
Rodney E. Jackson Jr., Arts Administrator
Ryan Anthony Martinez, Academic/Educator
Sandy Vázquez, Academic/Educator
Sarah Maloney, Academic/Educator

Panelists for 2021-2022 and 2022-2023 fiscal years
Shannon Price, Academic/Educator
Shawn Rosenmoss, Practicing Artist
Sheba Aaberg, Academic/Educator
Shoresh Alaudini, Academic/Educator
Steven Clark Loscutoff, Arts Administrator
Steven Vasquez Lopez, Academic/Educator
Syd Staiti, Arts Administrator
Taiwo Okunola Afolab, Academic/Educator
Teresa L Concepcion, Arts Administrator
Thomas Wade McClai, Arts Supporter/Enthusiast
Tiffany Minaret Sakato, Arts Administrator
Toby Klayman, Academic/Educator

Torange Yeghiazarian, Practicing Artist
Tracy T Brown, Academic/Educator
Trella Walker, Arts Supporter/Enthusiast
Ty Mckenzie, Arts Administrator
Vanessa Ramos, Arts Administrator
Victoria Araiza, Academic/Educator
Winifred Ruth Day, Arts Administrator
Zachary Kopciak, Academic/Educator

Public Comment via WebEx:
• Navigate to the hand icon in the lower right corner.
• Raise your hand to be placed in the queue.
• You will hear a beep and you will be prompted to speak.

Public Comment via Phone:
•
•
•
•

Dial (415) 655-0001.
Enter the Access Code: 146 181 1665
When prompted, dial ‘*’ then ‘3’ to be added to the speaker line.
Your line will be unmuted and you will hear, “Your line has been
unmuted.” This is your time to speak.

Once your time is up, you will be put back on mute. Participants who wish to
speak on other public comment periods may stay on the line and listen for the
next public comment opportunity. For further inquiries regarding Commission
matters, email art-info@sfgov.org.

Final Motion/Roll Call for final vote

Item 4: 2021-2023 SFAC Grant Review
Panelists
Action: Discussion and possible motion to

approve the following panelists to serve, as
selected by staff, on SFAC review panels for
the 2021-2022 and 2022-2023 fiscal years:

Item 5: New Business and
Announcements

Public Comment via WebEx:
• Navigate to the hand icon in the lower right corner.
• Raise your hand to be placed in the queue.
• You will hear a beep and you will be prompted to speak.

Public Comment via Phone:
•
•
•
•

Dial (415) 655-0001.
Enter the Access Code: 146 181 1665
When prompted, dial ‘*’ then ‘3’ to be added to the speaker line.
Your line will be unmuted and you will hear, “Your line has been
unmuted.” This is your time to speak.

Once your time is up, you will be put back on mute. Participants who wish to
speak on other public comment periods may stay on the line and listen for the
next public comment opportunity. For further inquiries regarding Commission
matters, email art-info@sfgov.org.

Item 6: Adjournment

