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The Tennis Coalition promotes San Francisco’s advantage for 
year-round public tennis by spearheading the renovation of 
the historic Golden Gate Park Tennis Center and 
strengthening San Francisco’s tennis community.
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The Committee expressed their concern that their design did not translate 
from their conceptual phase.

The Committee was drawn to the lightness and organic folding planes of the 
team’s last review.

They felt the current design felt utilitarian and very standard. The asked the 
team to reconsider the exterior skin and reimagine how to use average 
materials to create a more poetic design. The Committee understood that the 
team was adhering to a budget, but asked that they be creative within the 
constraints and boundary of material costs. They asked that the team return for 
an informal meeting, and there was no motion.

The building evolved into a series of discreet planes.  A site wall extends into 
the landscape and delineates the threshold between the tennis center and 
the park.   The site wall is cast-in place concrete with a warm integral color 
and a board form texture to provide texture and scale.   This wall breaks apart 
at the entrance to the Tennis Center to reveal the courts and the activities 
inside the clubhouse.  The roof is a simple floating plane that reaches towards 
the courts to the east.



At the entry to the clubhouse, the glazing opens up to provide unobstructed views to 
the courts.



A site wall delineates the tennis club from the park.  A glass façade wraps the 
building to the east providing view out to tennis activities.  The roof extends east out 
towards the courts.
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