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When I first came to San Francisco in 1999 for my show at the Yerba Buena Museum, I went to the Golden Gate park to visit the Conservatory of
Flowers. I instantly fell in love with this wonderful historical place. – Jean-Michel Othoniel

La Rose des Vents
La Rose des Vents is a kinetic sculpture made from gold and aluminum that pays homage to the Compass Rose, an ancient device used to
gauge wind direction. Installed in front of the Conservatory of Flowers in Golden Gate Park, where it can shimmer in the sun and shift
with the breeze, La Rose appears as a golden flower among flowers, animating the earth with moving shadows or reflecting the sky in its
golden mirror beads.
As with The Beautiful Dances; the fountain sculptures I created for the Water Theater grove redesigned by the French landscape designer Louis
Benech for the gardens of the Château de Versailles, I worked with gold to create The Rose des Vents. It is a very evocative material to me. The
exceptional character and halo-like qualities of this instantly perceptible work are intensified by the special play of light created by the
reflection on this precious metal.
This sculpture was inspired by the desert rose, and the delicate crystal formations that appear in arid places as fragile as glass, my favourite
materials since the 1990s. The Rose des Vents is a sculpture that embodies my longtime love for the symbolism of flowers and a contemplative
approach to nature.
Flowers play an integral role in my work. My obsession with the hidden meanings of flowers and with their symbolism is a way of looking at
the world and an expression of my desire to see the marvels that surround us; what is real is a continual source of wonder. Since my childhood, I have amassed a stock of notes on the history of plants and photographed the flowers and trees that I like. The rose is the symbol of
beauty itself, and of the power of love to conquer death.
And now, having the chance to show La Rose des Vents in this amazing location truly links my work to the City, connecting my
sculpture with the history of flowers, while the movement of the artwork, responding with to the changing of the Bay Area
weather, aligns the golden surface of the sculpture with the spirit of the Golden Gate
Jean-Michel Othoniel, December 2015
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‘‘Thegardeners in charge of the floral arrangement even waited for La Rose des
Vents to be installed to complete the flowerbed surrounding it. Gorgeous and
harmonious. ’’
Lost in SF, Sep 8, 2015
‘‘Don’t miss this truly remarkable work of public art. It’s France’s best gift to
the States since the Statue of Liberty’’.
7x7, Sep 10, 2015
‘Anew kind of rose is blooming in front of the San Francisco Conservatory of
Flowers ’
Mary Jo Bowling, Curbed, Sep 25, 2015
‘‘San Francisco will sparkle a little brighter this fall thanks to a pair of
dazzling new artworks from renowned Parisian artist Jean-Michel
Othoniel. ’’
Garrick Ramirez, 7x7, Sep 28, 2015
“A 12-foot high work by French sculptor Jean-Michael Othoniel— will
be unveiled in front of the Conservatory of Flowers. Response was so
favorable that officials are hoping to find a permanent home for it
here”
Leah Garchik, San Francisco Chronicle , Sep 24 2015
"San Francisco should count itself lucky that French artist Jean-Michel
Othoniel — who recently opened Les Belles Danses, the first permanent
installation at Versailles in several centuries — has not one but two
pieces up, and each is lovely to see."
Peter Lawrence Kane, San Francisco Weekly , Oct 7 2015
Galerie Perrotin Press Archive for Jean-Michel Othoniel
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The size of the sculpture is:
131 7/8 x 96 1/2 x 78 3/4 inches (250 x 245 x 200 cm)
The total weight of the sculpture is 600kg
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The artwork is composed by two elements:
The standing base is made of painted steel
The rose is made of gilded aluminum
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C o m p o s i t i o n o f T h e W o r k & In s t r uc t i o n s
1. UPPER ROSE S T R U C T U R E
Composition:
- Structure made of stainless steel 304L tubes welded by TIG.
Beads Composition
- Aluminium casting AS7G.

Cleaning:
-Application with a damp cotton cloth over the entire surface of the rose
-In case of deterioration bomb (graffiti) the damaged parts
must be restored to the
sheet gold with a varnish finish.

Painting Specifications:
- Primary grip anticorrosion, 2 layers of Vigor EP 201 HS.
- Aqueous interface Freitaccroche 1 layer.
- Freitacolor 2 layers.

2. LOWER FOOT STRUCTURE

Gold Leaf
- 23.5karat gold under 980/1000

Composition:
-Sheet steel thickness 15mm, 75mm round. Type: S235
-Treatment of steel base, complete sanding of all elements,
thermal spraying (zinc spray), epoxy coating, paint finish
«patina» P7 anti graffiti paint matt steel base.

Finish:
- Varnishes Linitop L326
Bearing SKF Steel:
- Upper Reference: 61918 2RS
- Lower conical Part Number: 32018
(current bearings are made of steel and may be replaced
with stainless steel bearings).

Cleaning:
-Application with a damp cotton cloth over the entire surface of the foot.
-In case of deterioration bomb (graffiti) damaged parties will
have to be restored
Painting «patina» P7 anti graffiti paint mat.
All these elements are available at seigneurie www.seigneurie.com
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T h e A r t i s t, K e y M o m e n t s a n d W o r k s
Jean-Michel Othoniel
Born in 1964 in Saint-Étienne. Lives and works in Paris.
1997: Jean-Michel Othoniel hangs giant necklaces in the trees of the gardens of the Peggy Guggenheim
Collection in Venice
2000: he carries out a public order for the first time, transforming the Paris subway station of
Palais-Royal–Musée du Louvre into Le Kiosque des Noctambules
2003: for the exhibition “Crystal Palace” at the Fondation Cartier in Paris and the MoCA in Miami, Othoniel
creates blown-glass enigmatic sculptures somewhere between jewelry, architecture, and erotic object
2004: for the exhibition “Contrepoint”, Jean-Michel Othoniel is invited by the Musée du Louvre to exhibit in
the spectacular Mesopotamian courtyard
2011: his mid-carreer retrospective is held at the Centre Pompidou Paris presenting the entire gamut of his
artistic practice retraced his career. This exhibition, “My Way”, was then staged at the Leeum Samsung Museum
of Art/Plateau, Seoul, at the Hara Museum of Contemporary Art in Tokyo, at the Macao Mu- seum of Art,
Macao, and at the Brooklyn Museum of New York.
May 2015: Jean-Michel Othoniel revealed The Beautiful Dances, three fountain sculptures installed on the
ponds of the new Water Theatre grove in the gardens of the Château de Versailles.

Jean-Michel Othoniel with La Rose des Vents, 2015.

Sep 2015: After a 5 months exhibition at the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum in Boston, the artworks
of Secret Flower Sculptures» are staged in a double exhibition in San Francisco: at the 836m Gallery on
Montgomery Street and in the Golden Gate Park, unveiling the artist’s latest monumental sculptures ins- pired
by flowers.

A Selection of Other Public Art P r o j e c t s
B y J e a n- M i c h e l O t h o n i e l

The Kiosk of the Nightwalkers, 2000
Place Colette, Paris

The Tree of Necklaces, 2003
Collection Sydney et Walda Besthoff,
New Orleans

Kin No Kokoro, 2013
Mori Garden, Tokyo

The Beautiful Dances, Water Theater grove, Château de Versailles, 2015
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