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For the Alex Pitcher Room in the new Southeast Community Center at 1550 Evans, 
artist Phillip Hua proposes a t1lree dimensional photocollage mural commemorating 
the six founders of the Southeast Community Center: Alex Pitcher, Eloise Westbrook, 
Espanola Jackson, Harol<I Madison, Ethel Garlington, an,I Shirley Jones. Printed 
on many panels of framed plexiglass, the imagery will show the six founders in the 
foreground while their names, newspaper clippings, and images of the Bayview 
surround them. Behirnl the founders will be gol<I leaf to elevate the imagery to one 
of value ancl prestige. A palette of red, blue, purple and gold imply community royalt)\ 

The title, "Building a Better Bayview;· is inspired by the civic leadership each 
of the founders undertook to improve the Bayview. The title is also interpreted 
through t1le different depths of the panels, giving the mural an undulating sculptural 
quality that suggests growth and progress. Additionally, where feasible, the artist 
will work with arnVor hire Bavview-based businesses or residents to continue the 
legacy of the founders in the s'ocial and economic development of the Bayview. 

The goal of the mural is to provide and preserve visual and written histories of 
these important community leaders for generations to come. 

' , 
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Building A Better Bayview 
Art Proposal for the Southeast Community Center - Alex Pitcher Room 

, 

Phillip Hua 
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S.F. Civil Rights Leader Alex Pitcher Dies 
IIJil'"""'r-.,_~,.,,,..,. .. ,.. 

Hunters Point 
Residents Ready 
For Renewal 
They ,vill ask S.F. for 
redevelopment district 

Bu ,Tolm Kinn 
Chronicle Stqff Writer 

Ending years of resistance, 
Bayview-Hunte rs Point residents 
are preparing t o ask t ile S.:n Fran· 
cisco Redevelopmeot Agency to 
help rebuild the area - a move 
tinit could eventually t ransform 
the neigbborbood's main co:roner
claJ strip. 

Frustr2te<1 by the dilapidated 
cono,r-ions along Third Street, resi
dents next week will formaJ!y ask 
for creation of a redevelopment 
dis trict. Till, means turning to an · 
agency that in t he 1960s bulldozed 
much of tbe co,·e of the city's main 
black neigl:itorhood ia t he \ \le,t
er n Addition - an act Still resent
ed by many hiack San Franciscans. 

"Sometimes you have to dance 
with the enemy," said Alex Pitch
er , past prc-sident of the local chap
ter oi t.he NAACP. "\\le're not say
llig we trust Utem blindly, but this 
is the best option we have at this 
ti me." 

New President 
Of NAACP Branch 

The San Francisco branch of. 
the NAACP will continue its mill• 
tant tradiUon under a aew leader
ship, said Alex PIicher, who took 
over the braacb'.s presidency this 
week. 

"Our organhatlon has Its ori
gins in the (black) churches and 
tho loveo! humanli.y, and we hope 
to conUJlUe the local tradition or 
activism based on positive valuts, 
on Jove in place or bate, .. Pitcher, 
who is also public a!!airs manag~r 
for San Francisco's Department or 
Public Works, said last night. 

"I began my work in tbe cMI 
rights fflO\'CmCJll In 1946, after I 
left the sef\•icc," Pjtchor sa!d. He 
led a strugale tor black admissions 
to Louisiana State Unl\•ers-ity in 
1950. One of tbe students be escort. 
ed into LSU, in defiance of scgre, 
gation. was Er.nest Moria.l. He be
came tbe first black mayor of New 
Orleans. 

PJtchcr, a longtime Bayview
Hunters Point resident, bas also 
served on local municipal comml:t• 
sions and lbo board or such gov
c.rnmeot agencies as He.ad Start. 

S.F. Takes Step to Redevelop Bayview /Hunters Point 
Bu ,John J<i11g 

Cl1r0nl c.l1t S t(l./1 Wrlte-r 

Wilh \he ncighbOr!lood's bless
ing, the San l+Tancisco Rc-devc-lop
mcnt Commission yeste rday ap. 
p:ro\·ed the start of a re.dev1;.lnp
mcn1 campaig,l in 8:iy \'!cw/ Hurr?• 
c;s Point, ttic city's largest black 
community. 

l{;,..sirten !S h3ve bce:n wary of 
rede\'CIOpmcnt in the pasi, saying 
it uprooted thousands of blacks 
from t he Wcs!eru Addition in the 
£9605. But wJtb jobs scarce and 
B:Jy1,•iew's 'i'!Hrd Street retail s!rlp 
clearly blighted. neighborhood 
lc~;dcrs Said vestcrda\' that ibev 
eecd the city le play ~i1 active rolC 
in turning thir\gs aroand. 

"You have a comnmnily that is 
in crisis berc," s:«Jd M:-irje Harri. 
son, a lc,ngHmc resident. "We arc 
sick .2nd t irc(t <Ji acing left out' ' of 
CitY"-~·ide prosperir.y. 

After two hours of icstimony, 
tht conunis.i;ion voted unanimous-, 
ly to ask the J3oard or Supcrvisots 
to crc_,.a tc a rtdeve!opment surve~• 
.:t t& for t!le 3,200 :icrcs h:nmdec! 

by Highway 101 to the west and 
A.rmy Str,ect to the north in the 
city's southwest corner. 

ff apl)l'(Wed, the s11rvey would 
he foHowcd by more formal pl:ln• 
ning .!Hd a n environmental study. 
~\ctu:U crc.•ation Oi a redcvelop
mt:nt. district is at least four years 
away. 

Although the UQighborhood 
h:is :i. high perce ntage or bornc
o•-.\r11c rs ~od ::i; !•l rge industrial dis· 
crict, uumy parts or it sufier Crom 
years of neglect. Also, there Li; frus
tration that businesses often se-cm 
to employ people from outside 
il.?yview .!nd 1bat its 30 percent 
poverl.f rate is i.wice that of S,in 
Francisco as :1 whote. 

'l'bis ,niter spilled out yes ter
day during the tcstin1ony, buL jt 
was no:, d irecLGd at tbe agency. in• 
stead, it came ln reaction u:, indus· 
l !'ial rCp('C.''iC?iltaihtl"S who said they 
deserve ~1 formal ro1e in the com
m.it tee tbat wili help ma kc redevel
opment a reality. 

The: prnblern. said the repre
scmativ~:.. i.s Iha~ the South nay, 
shore Community 0 1}vclopmcnt 

Corporation. the group that wm 
oversee redevelopment work, con
sists mainly of black residenlS and 
sinall-busincss people. Tid.~ ignores 
hll'g~r industries. 1h ey said, and 
l h f! 35 percen t or so of residents 
who are not b!:ick 

''There arc a Jot of lm.si11es.ses in 

years?'' 
The <:owm.issfon voted w give a 

one.year, 5500,000 contract iO lhe 
Soutll Bay.shore group. However, 
the commission stipulated that the 
c.:orporat!on's l~l-n1einbcr bOlrd of 
<iirec:lors must be e1tiargcd. 

" \ Ve don't want to leave any-

'You have a corrununity in crisis here. We are 
sick and tired <>f being left out' 

- MAJrn:; HAHl~ISOr-'., LOt<G'l'IME HF.':i!DB:,,,,i'J· 

t.be area thnt ll3vC a right lO rcp:-e
sem.::.tion," said Kathy Devincenzi 
of Murphy Pror,crLies, a l~ndown
er nea l' Candiestick. Park. ' '!ndus
tria! propP.rty owners have lcgiti• 
m;'ltc ~u!-iC for concern." 

But neighborhood residents 
.said industry js guilty of ignod ng 
the J>l:'OPJC! nearby it. 

"They tome in at 7 (a.m.>. le2ve 
;1:, 7 l p.m.) and never do .:i:=-iything 
bllt lrainplc over us," protested 
resident Charlie W3Jk!;!r. "•\\fbc-re 
were they v:beo we stru~!ed ior 

body c ut of the proc~s,'' corpora-
1jon JJr esidcm Alex Pitcher as
sured 1 he crowd. 

F.arlie:r. Pile.her ::-aid it has tak• 
en time ior neighborhood resi• 
den!s io become comfort~bl~ with 
Lhe idc-a of a rcdevciopment dis
trid. 

··A Joto! people sti ll look v.t rc
develcpmerJt as tbey did 20 years 
ago - 'U\·l)al\ re moval.' " P itcher 
said. " We Ji:wc :1 j ob to do to go cut 
and conci uer those fears." 
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Redevelopment for S.F. Neighborhood 
BJI JtJN! Ktnn 

C/lroJ1kl~ .'iUl,Jf Wi'Utr 

Witll the neigbborbood's r,1es.s
ing, the San Francl liCO R.edc:vclop
meut Commissiou yesterday ap
prov~d 1 he start of a l'edC\'elop
me-nt campaign in E;,yview/ Hunt• 
er!. Point, the city's largest black 
community. 

Residents have been wary or 
redcvcloprncnt in the past, SQyfng 
it uprcioted 1bousands of blacks 
! ron1 tbe Western Addition in the 
19005. But witb Jobs scarce and 
8a?vlcw·s TbJrd Street retaU strip 
clearly blighted, neighborhood 
leader~ satd ye_o;terda.y that Lhcy 
need the ci~ to play m acth•e role 
in lurnir.g things around. 

·•You have a community that is 
i u crisl,; bero," said Marie Uarri
son. a longtime resldenL ··we are 
sick and tired ot being left out" ot 
c,:itywlde pro.sperlty. 

After two hours of testimoDy. 
the commissiori voted unanimous. 
ly to ask the Board of Supcr,;1sors 
to creat e a redeveloprr.cnt survey 
area for the 3,200 acres bounded 
by Hl.~hway 101 to the west and 
,\rmy Street to the north in the 
cuy·~ sou ti:,, ~st corner. 

If appron>d, the St!rvey wouJd 
be followed by more torrual p ion• 
ning and nn envtronmental study. 
Actual creation of a redevelop. 
ment d:Strict IB at least tour years 
awl!y. 

AJtbough the neighborhood 
bas a high percentage or home
owners anrt a large industrial dis
trict, many parts or Jt suffer Crom 
years of ricglcct. Also, there is frus
tration that businesse.i; often s.ee.m 
10 emJ)IOy people Crom outside 
&yvlcw and tbat its :.Kt percent 
pover ty rate is twice that o/ Sa.n 
t-Tanclsco a.1.1 a whole. 

ihis aoger t:ipilJed out yestcr• 
day during the testimony, but It 
was no! directed at the agency. In• 
stead. ii came in reaction to indlL!.I· 
trial representative.-; wbo said they 
de..::ervc a Cormal role tn the com
mU.tce tbat. wiil help make rede\'el· 
or,ment a reality. 

'01c Pi'.'Oblem, sa!d the repre
!.P.ntatives, is that tbe South Bay. 
shore Communil>' Developr.netit 
Q'>rpor.ali1.>n, the group that wm 
ovcr,:.:c:e redevelopment work. coo.· 
sl,;t5 mainly of black residents and 
smaU-bu.slne-ss people. This ignores 
lar~er industries, the;- said, and 
the 35 p.;:roont or so or rcslden~ 

who arc not black. 
.. Tb ere are a lot of businesses in 

the area 1hnt have a right to reprc
senttltion.'' s.aid Kathy De\-inccni.l 
of Murphy Properties, a landown
er 1Je~r Caoeilf:!stlck Park. 

But nCighborbood residents 
said indust ry is guilty of Ignoring 
tbe pooplc n e:arby i t 

"'l'bey come in at 7 (a.m.i, lea\-,e 
at 7 (p.mJ and never do anything 
bul trample O\' Ct us," pl'otestc~ .. 
resident Charlie Walker. 

The commission vott.>d to give a 
onc-yur, $500,0C() contract co the 
south Barsbore group. Howen!:r, 
the commission stlpulatc:d that the 
C<>rJ)Or;ition's l:J.membt!r board Of 
directors must be cnlargt<l. 

•·we don't waut to leAve any
body out or the process," eorpcra, 
tion presMcnt AJex Pitcher s.~ 
sured the crowd. 

Eaflicr, PltchC!r saJd It ba.i.i tsk· 
en time tor neighborhood res;. 
dents to l)ecowe comrort,ahle witb 
the !dea or a redm•elopmeot. ells· 
trk t 

"A !ot ot people still lcok al re• 
de\·ctopmcnt as they did 20 years 
ago - ·1..rban removal; ·• PJtcber 
said. 
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