San Francisco Black History

William Alexandex Leidesdorff is one of
San Francisco's Founding Fathers. Born 1810
in ST. Croik, Virgin Islands, Leidesdorf{ was
of Dutch, Native Carib and African descent.

Leidesdor{f began his seafaring caveer
in New Orleans, eventually vising To Ship
CapTlain before the Negro Seaman Acts
prohibited BlacKks from That position.
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He wasted no time racking up a number of firsts. He iS holdings grew To include  In addition 1o his business interests, Leidesdovff
launched The first sTeamboat serving The Bay. He built Ranch Rio de Los Americanos,  was active in civil and state matters. He was on

San Francisco's first hotel, commercial shipping 3 35,000 acve land grant on San Francisco's city council and school board.
warehouse, lumbeyryard and hovse Yacing Track. the American River, He also sexved as the city's Treasurex.

In 1845 he was appointed Vice Consul To Mexico,
becoming America's first Black diplomat.

Leidesdovr{f died of Typhoid
Fever on May 18Th, 1848. He
was just 37 at the Time

of his death and was the
wealThiest man in Californis,
having amassed 3 fortune
of $1.5 million ($30 million

in today's dollars). One can INNENEEL A S
only imagine what else he iy =N e o
might have accomplished &=
had he not died so youns. In 1848 gold was
He was inTerred 3T Mission 5:  discovered on Ranch
Doloves. Leidesdorff ! —— ¥ Rio de Los Americanos, (|
Street is named in 1 ¢ ushexing in the Gold Rush,
his honor. | _
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San Francisco Black History

Mary Ellen Pleasant was one of the leading conductors of tThe Underground Railroad. For
yeayrs, she managed 1o stay one step ahead of The authorities. In 4850 she fled from The
East Coast To Gold Rush exa San Francisco as her pursuers were closing in.

AT That Time only one out of every Ten Californis pioneers weve women, She was an
expexienced domestic, cook and housenold managey. In San Fancisco, she covld offer
hex services af 3 premium.
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Pleasant vemained devoted 1o The edification of her
people. She staffed her businesses with ex-slaves and
helped othhers establish Their oun. Hex home was Known
as "Black City Hall", She was 3 one woman social agency
and confinued hex work aiding in The liberation of
enslaved Blacks, She risked it all, Traveling back East 1o
support and finance John Brown's ill-{aTed slave revol’r

In 1866 she was gjected from a San Francisco
streeT cav as blacks weye not sllowed To ride.,
She successfully sued and segregation on ¢ty
transit was outlawed. She was the Mother of
Civil Rights in Californis, using her money and
influence To establish Black schools and vepeal
vacist Jim Crow laws,

She vsed This position To gain access 1o The most powerful
and influenTial men in The city. PleasanT goT inside
Knowledge on investments, political secrets and business
oppoytunities. She esbblished sevevsl commercial laundries,
restaurants and boarding hovses. She also invested n
property and co-founded the gank of California.
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She considered her efforts To liberate Blacks from
seyvitude her most important work. "She was 8 friend
of Jolhn Brown' is inscribed on heyr TombsTone. Mary Ellen
Pleasant Memorial Park, at Bush and Octavig, is locsted on

In hex lasT years, some former allies Turmed against

hex. Hex vace, sex and success made her 3 populay Target
of The press. PleasanT continved To contribute to The
betterment of Blacks and women, donating money 1o

help St. Mary's College of Galifornia get of f the ground.
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the formex site of her 30 Yoom mansion.
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San Francisco Black History

San Francisco's Barbary Coast was not for the fainT 1% ) -
of heart. 1T was renown forx it's brothels, opium dens, : ’
dive bars and dance halls. - |

Y

In Those eavly days of

~_ elecivicity, you could see

- ifs lights fvom acyoss the
——  Bay. It aTtracted premier
“% entevtainers of tThe Jazz

/) . ':" Age who pevformed
— I in "Black and Tans," !
7 » R !\ establishments That 4
% s _ sevved both Black and
] “Seewet, s ~ White clientele. ¥
: ( AL :
. VIV One such place was Purcell's

So Different Cafe, founded
by formex Pullman portexs,
Sam King and Lew Pavcell.

T [T o
R e, B I § I s o :

s_im o b o mhe Kol p - = F X g - - = i ol = o
il o o B Ve B L e \ . e 2 Vol 6 A e CHOBR C riba oAbty a2t S 1 5 T8
Sl LR e R R bt AW TR ARG AN (AN L g P D S R TR

Purcell's had a notoriously low ceiling. Patrons paid per song To dance with ladies, To maximize profit, These songs were played st double Time. The
house band was led by Sid Le PyoTti, a prodigy from a musical family. Church pexformances by “Blind Tom" Wiggins and John William “glind” Boone
peaked his inferest. Hearing ragtime music at an early age “corvupted’ Le Protti and inspived him to pursue a careey in secular music. His band was
christened the So Different Jazz Band. They weve possibly The first act to use The wovd "jazz", 3s the genve was in ifs infancy.
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San Francisco was a creative cauldvon, with artists shaving ideas, sounds and personnel (sometimes
anwillingly). The legendary “Jelly Roll" Morton would steal The scene's best musicians for himself duving
his stay in the city. One of Le Protti's oviginal compositions “inspired” The hit "CANADIAN CAPERS', He
received no credit or compensation.

Patrons of Purcell's ovriginated
visqué (at the time) dances
like The Texas Tommy and

the Turkey Tyol. = vegd s '. QCE L N
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The one-two punch of
The vice squad and
Prohibition eventually shat THE BARBARY COAST N\,
The Barbavy CoasT down. IS GONE, BUT ITOIDN'T ) A3 |
TAKEMEWITHIT. 45 ¢

Le Prottireflected on the Times and
mMUSIC in 3 recovded inferview over
thivTy Years laTer. The legend and

: S the music lives on. VA
The Art on Market Street Kiosk Poster Series is a project San Francisco Black History
of the San Francisco Arts Commission and the San Francisco ©2021 Frederick Noland
Municipal Transportation Agency. www.frednoland.com




_San Francisco Black History

Band leadexr Sly Stone had been
3 D.J. 3T San Francisco's legendavy - He 2150 Wovked 25 3 yecord producey,
KSOL. He was kKnown for his eclectic leaving his mark on The music of

Taste, eccentyicity and charisma. BaY Area legends such as the Beau
Brummels and The GreaT Society.

Sly and The Family Stone name-checked
the Summer of Love epicenter in their
song "LUV N' HAIGHT."

The Age of Aquarius is long ovey, but the
Vibes remain. On a clear night Yyou can
Tfune in To a cexTain frequency at The
corner of Haight and Ashbury.
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San Francisco Black History

The Big Five of Bayview
weyre communiTy activisTs
who advocated fov
Their neighborhood.

Bayview-Hunters Point prospeved during World War Il. It was once the mosT infegrated
area in San Francisco. ITs Black population grew as part of the GreaT MigraTion and as a3
resulT of redlining and evictions, forcing Blacks from othex parts of The city.
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By The 1960s The area was increasingly isolated, blighted
and subject 1o oppressive and vacist police presence.

e n e USRS C SR R They teamed up with The Black Students Union and
i Ny Mo s St Thivd Wovld Liberation FronT in 3 havd-fought, M5-day
struggle To establish the San Francisco State College
of EThnic Studies.

Their signature achieverment was the India Basin
Redevelopment Project. It Transformed Butchertown, an
area filled with junkyards, slavghterhouses and
dilapidated WWIil-evxa infrastructure, info 3 modemn

industrial Park, much needed housing, childcare centers,

and parks. Then-president Richard Nixon slashed
India Basin's $34 million budgeT in half. Undaunted,
the Big Five traveled To Washington D.C.

I'M NOT A SENATOR,
gUT 1 AM ONLY!

¢ Eloise WesTbrook

1 AM FROM THE N
\  GHETTO COMMUNITY.
'|||Il- ‘
AND AT THE SOUND

OF MY VOICE, THE MASSES
OF HUNTERS POINT RISE
UpP TOO!

é < RuTh Williams

: 4

The Bayview Opeva House, Ruth Williams Memorial Theater

is named in her honoy. Theve are numerous oThey landmarks
in Bayview-Hunters Point named in honov of The Big Five.
They left their mark on The landscape and inspived others

following Ttheir example.

RUTH WILLIAMS They weve a force to be reckoned with

and successfully lobbied for vestoration.
N
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San Francisco Black History

Sylvestexr James Jr. was born in Watts,
Septembex 6, 1947. He began singing in his
Pentecostal Chuvch choir as a child.

He was awave and unashamed of his
homosexuslity from a very early age.
Unfortunately his chuvch and {family werent
accepting, leaving him To fend for himself.
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- band, Sylvester opened
. The Wintedand in
© October 4972.
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THEY DON'T
NEED ME...

BY 1970 he found his wWay to San Francisco /| ~THEY'VE GOT
and fell in with The Cockettes, 3 psychedelic, I SYLVESTER.
avanT-gavde drag troupe. He grew into a feature

pevformey; then outgrew the group altogether.

He was 3 star in The making, he just needed

To find his way.

He Teamed up Martha Wash and 1zora Rhodes, later known 3s the

Weather Givds. IT. wasn'T vaining men yet. The weather called for

lightning. They put it in 3 botTle. With iTs irresisTible groove, his

powexful, Gospel-tinged vocals and arviving as it did at the pinnacle

of Disco's popularity, his signature Tune “YOU MAKE ME FEEL (MIGHTY. .«
REAL)" was destined To conquer the charts. IT was 3 wovld-wide hitl < iy

Sylvester moved effortlessly past

gender novms in life and on-stage.
|, Decades before it became more
i - accepTed, he appeared on mainstream

9

3 * talk shows in his full, queer glory. Joan
~ Rivex's made the mistake of refexving

{ o him as a drag queen and was ‘
© promptly corvected. "I'm NOT

%‘ 3 dvag queen! I'm Sylvester!"

. BY The mid-80s AIDS had ravaged the
| 23y community. Friends, peers and
8 lovers fell around him. 8y 1988
¢~ Sylvester was suffering from The
& disease as well. He was too sick 1o

walk but still attended Castyo's Gay
Freedom Pavade. That year's Castro
Street Fair was named "A Tribute

to Sylvester." He passed soon after.
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San Francisco Black History

WILLIAM COBB
San Francisco Unified
Distvict's first
Black pyincipal

JOSEPHINE COLE
San Francisco Unified School
District's First Black teacher

PORIS WARD
firsT Black woman To
lead San Franciscos
Boaxd of Supervisors

SARGENT JOHNSON
first Black a(TisT To achieve a

-
national veputation. His sculpture "
"Forever Free' has been aT the
SFMOMA since it's inception

g
. | MAYA ANGELOU
AUDLEY COLE San Francisco's first Black and first

& San Francisco's fivst female styeetcar conductor
- Black MUNI motorman

CLEOQ "GLENN" BONNER
first Black woman 1o lead 5
national LGBTR rights organization
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