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RAINY NIGHT ON STEVENSON STREET
By Katherine Smith
 
On Stevenson Street
on a January night
where docks once reached,
 
I hollow the small of my arched back.
I am San Francisco
on a rainy corner

of the financial district.
Beneath dark sky,
bright footsteps.

I drip light 
from cornices 
of olive branches.

I am rain 
falling from 
cast iron pilasters.

I am mother-of-pearl,
short street
rippling like shot silk.

I am memory 
of shipbuilders
and saloonkeepers.
 
I am blue,
indigo-dyed cotton
filling the valley,

the stitching
of seamstresses.
I am needlework 

of migration, 
street-lit relic
of prayer, 
a rumor of gold
spilled on the sidewalk.
I am the ghost 

waving good bye
to children holding hands
walking out of the museum

shouting above the rain. 
I am lovers 
soaked by downpour. 

I am workers, 
hurrying home 
each one a bronze core, 
 
a penny, the copper face
of the shore cast
across bay waters.
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