MINUTES

January 22, 1998

1. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL
Being that there was a quorum, President Ito called the meeting to order at 4:38 P.M.

MEMBERS PRESENT

STAFF

EXCUSED

President Ito



Sonia Melara

Vice President Chang

Commissioner Delgado

Rosario Navarrette

Commissioner Marks


Melyssa Jo Kelly

Commissioner Phelps


Ann Lehman

Commissioner Saunders

Esther Velonza

Commissioner Treskunoff Bailey
Leatrice Miyashiro

Morgan Hohn (intern)






Diana Smith (intern)

2. ADOPTION OF AGENDA

m/s/c (Phelps/Saunders) to approve the agenda with the addition of item: Friends Honorary List to Staff Report.

3. ADOPTION OF MINUTES

m/s/c (Phelps/Saunders) to adopt the minutes of December 11, 1997.

4. STAFF REPORT

Sonia Melara gave highlights of her staff report.

Board of Supervisors Meetings: Ms. Melara will be sending a memo to Commissioners with a schedule of meetings with the members of the Board of Supervisors.  Commissioners are to select which Supervisor they would like to meet with in order of preference.

Violence Against Women Request for Qualifications (RFQ): RFQs are being distributed from the COSW office since January 15, 1998.  If anyone wants a copy, refer them to the office for pick-up.  The Bidder’s Conference will be on February 12, 1998.  Everyone is invited to participate.  All questions will be addressed.  The RFQs are due March 3, 1998 at 5 p.m. with no exceptions.
Glass Ceiling Hearing: The Glass Ceiling Hearing was held on December 4, 1997.  
Women’s History Month Awards Committee: The Women’s History Month Awards Committee have met.  They will be holding their event on Tuesday, March 24, 1998 at the San Francisco Historical Society Museum.

Friend’s Honorary Members: Sonia Melara was concerned about listing all elected officials on the Honorary List on COSW’s event invitations because that may give the impression that members of the honorary committee can attend events free of charge.  Since events are fundraisers, the Friends cannot afford to have many un-paid attendees. All elected officials will be asked if they would like to be on the Friend’s Honorary List and will receive invitations to be honorary members to events at cost.  Commissioner Treskunoff Bailey stated that department heads should have the opportunity to make their own decision.
Upcoming Events: On February 25, 1998, The League of Women Voters will hold “Women In Politics” – a roundtable discussion on the appointment and election of women.  On February 26, 1998, the Small Business Network is sponsoring “Women’s Symposium on Welfare to Work”.
Form 700- Statement of Economic Interest: The Statement of Economic Interest forms are due April 1, 1998.  Commissioners are to submit the report to the COSW office a week before the due date so a copy can be made for the office.
5. NEW BUSINESS
Approval of FY 1998-1999 Goals & Objectives

The COSW FY 1998-99 Goals & Objectives were originated from the Planning Retreat on November 9, 1997.  President Ito asked Commissioners if they had any questions.

Commissioner Treskunoff Bailey was concerned about the priority of the goals.  President Ito stated that the goals were not listed in priority order.  Commissioner Treskunoff Bailey stated that since February 1, 1998 was the date when welfare reform will be initiated in San Francisco, she hoped that welfare reform would be the commission’s top priority.  Sonia Melara pointed out that under Employment and Economics, Welfare Reform is at the top of the list.

Ms. Melara stated that (in Vice President Chang’s absence) she had requested to add under the Implementation of CEDAW, a fourth objective, which was to work with city departments on CEDAW.

President Ito stated that last October, Vice President Chang, Sonia Melara and herself had met regarding the executive director’s evaluation based on last year’s goals and objectives.  This year’s goals and objectives will also be incorporated as part of the executive director’s evaluation.

m/s/c (Marks/Delgado) to adopt COSW’s FY 1998-99 Goals & Objectives.


1998-99 Budget Proposal

Sonia Melara discussed the revised Budget Increase Detail memo.  Items discussed were:

1. Two major items in implementation of CEDAW:

· Hiring staff for the CEDAW task force with a halftime (.5 FTE) 2998 Representative

2. Hiring a Consultant for the Gender Analysis Study

3. One additional Clerical staff person

4. Increase request for Violence Against Women Programs:  If allocated, the COSW will allocate 8% of the monies for administrative costs for another program staff person and a clerical staff.  

5. Total budget increase is $1,290,940.

m/s/c (Marks/Delgado) to approve the revised COSW 1998-99 Budget Proposal.

Appointments Report to the Mayor (Gender Parity Review: 1997 San Francisco Mayoral Appointments)

The numbers in this report are based on Commissioners and department heads appointed/hired as of December 31, 1997.  The Mayor’s staff, that are also considered department heads, were left out of the department head count.  They will be included in the final report.

The major finding in this study is that the number of women appointed drops significantly in economically powerful commissions.

Sonia Melara has informed the Mayor’s office that this report was being done.  After the Commission approves it, it will be sent to the Mayor and COSW will meet with him.

The next step will be to report the Board of Supervisor’s appointments and at the end of the fiscal year compile a joint report with all city appointments in one report.

Commissioner Treskunoff Bailey pointed out that the numbers for the Housing Authority commissioners were incorrect.  They should be changed to one male-African American and two female-African Americans.

President Ito commended Renee Williams and Ann Lehman for compiling this report.

Commissioner Delgado questioned the tone of the recommendations on Page 8, second paragraph.  Commissioner Delgado stated that the language in this paragraph should be stronger and more to the point.

Ann Lehman added that for the Department Head list, she used labor force statistics for comparison and for Commissioner’s list, she used population statistics.

m/s/c (Marks/Delgado) to adopt Gender Parity Review: 1997 San Francisco Mayoral Appointments with three changes: 1) amend second paragraph under recommendations with stronger language, 2) add Mayor’s staff and 3) change numbers of African American Commissioners under the San Francisco Housing Authority.


Awards Protocol for COSW Awards Programs

Commissioner Phelps explained the protocols for the San Francisco COSW Awards Programs.  The advantage to this new procedure is that it would be done in advance and in time to allow more publicity for awardees on the invitations.  President Ito thanked Commissioner Phelps for working on the protocols.

m/s/c (Bailey/Saunders) to approve awards protocol for COSW Awards programs.

NOTE: Commissioner’s Saunders and Treskunoff Bailey leave at 5:25 P.M.


COSW Ordinance

Amy Ackerman of the City Attorney’s office explained the basic changes in the revised COSW Ordinance draft.  These are documents in progress.  Ann Lehman added more changes to the document.  Some of them were:

· Added girls in all references to women

· Made language stronger regarding subpoenaing records

· Changed references of Civil Service to Human Resources Department

· Under Employment reporting, asked departments for a quarterly report instead of a monthly report

· Strengthened the employment reports with more specific information

m/s/c (Marks/Phillips) to approve the initial draft of COSW Ordinance with intent to include CEDAW portion with it.

m/s/c (Phelps/Marks) to call a Special Meeting on February 19, 1998 at 4 P.M. to approve the final COSW Ordinance.


1998 Commission Meeting Dates

m/s/c (Marks/Phelps) to approve the revised 1998 Commission Meeting Schedule.

6. PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Meeting with Senator Barbara Boxer: President Ito stated that Senator Boxer was looking for input for her Violence Against Women Act II bill and adding twice as much money into it.  President Ito requested Rosario Navarrette to give some input on this bill.
Meeting with Police Chief Lau: President Ito is scheduled to meet with Police Chief Lau the coming week to facilitate coordinating funding of money received from the Office of Criminal Justice Planning.  COSW is continuing an ongoing dialogue with Police Chief Lau on Violence Against Women issues.

Phone Calls from Staff to Commissioners: President Ito stated that with everyone’s schedules, it is often difficult to reach everyone.  It would be a good policy for all commissioners to inform the COSW office when they will be out of town or unreachable for a couple of days.  If staff calls the commissioners, it is important that commissioners return their calls as soon as possible.  The message machine is on at night if commissioners wish to leave a message.
Site Visits to Domestic Violence Agencies: President Ito visited Asian Women’s Shelter and San Francisco Women Against Rape.  She stated that it is important to hear what kind of challenges they may be experiencing.
Mayor’s Summit on Women: The Planning Committee had 10 meetings in December.  The Save the Date cards have been distributed.  Commissioner Treskunoff Bailey is assisting reaching women at the Housing Authority.  The chair of the Women’s Summit will attend COSW’s February Commission meeting to answer questions.  Ann Richards is a confirmed speaker.  Actual invitations will go out at the end of February.  President Ito will do the follow-up report and COSW will be a part of this.
NOTE: Senator Marks leaves at 5:53 P.M.

7. REPORTS

Task Force on Sexual Assault of Girls & Young Women

Rosario Navarrette reported that the Commission has facilitated the location for the Second Annual Young Women’s Conference at UCSF.  The task force is requesting the Commission be a co-sponsor.  It will be on the February agenda.  The young women would like to hold a rally in conjunction with the conference.


CEDAW

Robin Levy of WILD and the CEDAW Task Force stated that she was available to answer any questions about CEDAW.  President Ito thanked her.

8. PUBLIC COMMENT

None.

9. ANNOUNCEMENTS

President Ito stated that Commissioner Treskunoff Bailey announced their point person for domestic violence at the San Francisco Housing Authority is Jennifer Hudson.  Her telephone number is 554-1296.

Commissioner Delgado visited W.O.M.A.N. Inc. as one of her site visits.  Staff has asked for reports (their impressions) from commissioners on site visits.

10. ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 5:55 P.M.
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