MINUTES

February 25, 1999

Community Meeting

1. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL

The meeting was called to order at 5:37 p.m.

MEMBERS PRESENT

STAFF PRESENT

EXCUSED

President Chang


Sonia Melara


Commissioner Phelps

Vice President Delgado

Rosario Navarrette

Commissioner Keehn


Melyssa Jo Kelly

Commissioner Marks


Karen Soares (intern)

Commissioner Miles


Leatrice Miyashiro

Commissioner Murase

2. ADOPTION OF AGENDA

m/s/c (Murase/Miles) to adopt the agenda.

3. ADOPTION OF MINUTES

m/s/c (Keehn/Marks) to adopt the minutes of January 27, 1999.

4. PRESIDENT’S REPORT

President Chang thanked the Bayview Hunters Point community for inviting the Commission to meet in their neighborhood.  She also thanked Commissioner Miles for her assistance in setting up the meeting.  Commissioner Miles was pleased that the Commission had come to her old neighborhood.

President Chang thanked the COSW staff for their 1997-98 Annual Report.

Commissioner Marks thanked the Commission for the dedication to her late husband Senator Milton Marks in the annual report.  

5. STAFF REPORT

Sonia Melara reported that the Commission has hired a new staff member Latika Malkani to oversee the CEDAW work and needs assessment.  

Ms. Melara introduced an intern in our office, Karen Soares, who has been with the Commission for two months and goes to Dartmouth College.

For Women’s History Month Awards this year, the Commission is trying something new.  They have requested each member of the Board of Supervisors and the Mayor nominate three women whom they wanted to honor.  To insure diversity among the honorees, a selection committee reviewed the nominations and selected the following women to be honored.  

Mayor Brown – Janice Mirikitani

Supervisor Ammiano – Martina Gillis

Supervisor Becerril – Tracy Brown

Supervisor Bierman – Jane Morrison

Supervisor Brown – Raye Gilbert Richardson

Supervisor Katz – Catherine Muther

Supervisor Kaufman – Isabel Wade

Supervisor Leno – Assemblywoman Carole Migden

Supervisor Newsom – Feysan Lodde

Supervisor Teng – Beckie Masaki

Supervisor Yaki – Amy Meyer

Supervisor Yee – Nancy Lim Yee

The honorees will be recognized at 2:00 p.m. March 22, 1999, in the Board of Supervisors’ Chambers.  Prior to the Awards Ceremony, there will be a private reception at 1:00 p.m. for the awardees’ family and friends.

NOTE: Commissioner Delgado arrives at 5:45 p.m.

Ms. Melara attended the Association of California Commission for Women (ACCW) meeting in Sacramento.  The group met with Speaker Pro-Tem Sheila Kuehl and the Governor’s Chief of Staff Trish Fontana.  She will also be traveling to Washinton, D.C. to address the National Association of Commissions for Women (NACW) Board of Directors regarding the year 2000 NACW Convention.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Carol Domino of the Bayview Hunters Point MSC Drop In Center distributed flyers.  She announced that the center has services for the homeless which include food, clothing, shelter and counseling.

6. NEW BUSINESS

Grantee Presentation: Bayview Hunters Point Foundation
Angelo Butler of the Bayview Hunters Point Foundation – Women Against Violence Everywhere (WAVE) Project gave a presentation about the program.  A question and answer discussion followed.  Karen Patterson Matthew, Executive Director also answered questions.

NOTE: Commissioner Marks leaves at 6:26 p.m.

President Chang thanked the Bayview Hunters Point Foundation for their work.


Take Your Daughter to Work Day

Sonia Melara reported on Take Your Daughter to Work Day which will be April 22, 1999.  The Commission once again will be working with Junior Achievement, the Board of Supervisors and the Mayor’s Office to engage young women in the work of their offices.   Other events include a tour of City Hall and a mock hearing by Supervisor Teng.  She asked commissioners if they were available to address the girls during the afternoon panel to contact Ann Lehman at the Commission office.

7. OLD BUSINESS

Needs Assessment Report
Rosario Navarrette stated that the department has selected the firm that will be conducting the Violence Against Women needs assessment and program evaluation.  The agency is Community Assessment Research and Evaluation Incorporated (CARE). 

Latika Malkani introduced herself to the Commission as the new staff person in the COSW office.  She will be overseeing the implementation of the needs assessment and CEDAW’s gender analysis.

8. REPORTS

CEDAW
President Chang announced that there will be a training on (CEDAW),  Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women.  The training will take place on March 23, 1999 between 1 – 5 p.m. at City Hall, Room 201.

9. PUBLIC COMMENT

In response to a question from a member of the public, Melyssa Jo Kelly gave an overview of the department’s Violence Against Women programs.

Man in Audience – a homeless coordinator, stated that the Bayview Hunters Point  community is very underserved.

Rosario Navarrette stated that the needs assessment will conduct focus groups to get input from the community.

President Chang commended Melyssa Jo Kelly and Rosario Navarrette for their work in the domestic violence field.

Karen Patterson of the Bayview Hunters Point Foundation applauded the Commission for having community meetings.  She suggested that for future meetings, an agenda and information about the Commission be given to the public before the meeting.

10. ANNOUNCEMENTS

Sonia Melara stated that President Chang and Sandy Sohcot a few months ago brought together various women’s organizations in the community.  Now, that coalition of organizations are the Women’s Leadership Alliance.  They are sponsoring a symposium on March 25, 1999 from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m.  The two topics to be discussed will be CEDAW and Social Security.  

Commissioner Keehn invited everyone to the Mayor’s Women’s Summit on April 16, 1999.  There are 500 scholarships available.

Commissioner Murase distributed flyers about applying for positions in the Governor Gray Davis Administration.  The Commissioner was also concerned about the closing of the Women’s Needs Center in the Haight Ashbury Free Clinic.

Commissioner Delgado announced that the following Tuesday, Vice President Gore will attend the Welfare to Work National Program Conference in San Francisco.  

11. ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 7:04 p.m.  
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