MINUTES

August 21, 1997

The Regular Meeting of the Commission on the Status of Women (COSW) was held on August 21, 1997 at 25 Van Ness, Suite 70, San Francisco, CA.

1. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL

Noting that a quorum of the Commission was present, Vice President Ito called the meeting to order at 4:39 p.m.

MEMBERS PRESENT

STAFF

President Treskunoff Bailey

Sonia Melara

Vice President Ito


Rosario Navarrette

Commissioner Chang


Leatrice Miyashiro

Commissioner Delgado

Commissioner Marks

Commissioner Phelps

Commissioner Saunders

2. ADOPTION OF AGENDA

m/s/c (Marks/Chang) to approve the agenda with the change to delay the first action in New Business (Election of Officers) until President Treskunoff Bailey arrives.

3. ADOPTION OF MINUTES

m/s/c (Marks/Phelps) to adopt the minutes of July 24, 1997.

· 4.
STAFF REPORT

Sonia Melara reported highlights of her staff report as follows:

· COSW Retreat date will not be October 4, 1997.  

· Rosario Navarrette and Ms. Melara attended an ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act) policies and procedures meeting for the City.

· Rosario Navarrette (in Melyssa Jo Kelly’s absence) and Ms. Melara also attended a meeting facilitated by the Mayor’s staff on contracts being awarded by City departments.  The primary purpose of this effort, as with previous ones, is to insure that we are not duplicating funding to community agencies.

· We were notified of the Mayor’s request to place 10% of all program grants in reserve.  He has also requested that all departments prepare a rationale for funding the programs/organizations.  

· The Women Who Make a Difference event was one of the best events we have ever had.  Thanks to Commissioner Phelps, Ann Lehman and Emily Gasner.  Media coverage included a news piece by Channel 4, KNBR and Channel 7 will salute one of the awardees.

· The Out of Sight, Out of Mind Task Force continues to meet.  Several members of the task force have been invited to participate in various Design and Detail Teams of the Juvenile Justice Action Plan as we had requested.  

·  Ann Lehman and Ms. Melara met with Supervisor Teng on plans for the Glass Ceiling Hearing to be held this fall.  No date has been set yet.

· Judge Donna Little had been invited to today’s meeting to provide you with a description of the Domestic Violence Court.  Unfortunately, she was unable to attend.  She has been re-scheduled for our September meeting.

· Domestic Violence Awareness Month preparations are underway.  This year, the COSW awards ceremony will be included in a major event being planned by the San Francisco Family Violence Council at the Palace of Fine Arts on October 7, 1997.  Further information to be provided by Rosario Navarrette during the meeting.

· Enclosed in the Commissioner’s packets is a request to co-sponsor the Sentences Project’s Discussion on Child Sexual Abuse Prevention Program.  If Commissioners have any questions or objections, they can contact staff by Monday, August 25, 1997.

· Commissioner Chang and Ms. Melara met with Gail Stein of Supervisor Kaufman’s staff and Commissioner Knudsen, Chair of the Human Rights Commission to plan the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) hearing.  October 30, 1997 will be the date for the hearing.  

· The Cross-disabled Peace and Freedom Vigil for MHONA International is requesting speakers for their event to be held on September 27, 1997.  Commissioner Phelps volunteered to be a speaker.

· The National Association of Commissions for Women (NACW) has decided to hold their 1998 Convention in Nevada.

NOTE: President Treskunoff Bailey arrives at 4:55 p.m.

Vice President Ito complimented Commissioner Phelps and Emily Gasner for their excellent work on the Women Who Make a Difference Awards Event.  Commissioner Phelps complimented staff Ann Lehman and Emily Gasner for working night and day on this event.

5.
OLD BUSINESS

None.

6. NEW BUSINESS

Election of Officers

m/s/c (Ito/Delgado) to nominate Commissioner Patricia Chang as Vice President of the Commission.

m/s/c (Phelps/Chang) to nominate Vice President Ito as President of the Commission.

Outgoing President Treskunoff Bailey congratulates Commissioner Chang on being elected Vice President and Vice President Ito as being elected President of the Commission.

Incoming President Ito thanked outgoing President Treskunoff Bailey for her work as President during her term.


Retreat Date

Sonia Melara stated that October 4 would not work for a retreat date.  After discussing other possible dates with the Commissioners, November 8, 1997 came up as a possible date.  President Treskunoff Bailey and Commissioner Saunders would have to see if they are available.  The Retreat Date will be voted on at the next Commission meeting in September.


Public Hearing with Supervisor Teng

Sonia Melara stated that there is no date set yet for the hearing.

m/s/c (Ito/Delgado) to approve the Public Hearing with Supervisor Teng on Glass Ceiling Issues.


CEDAW Public Hearing with Supervisor Kaufman

m/s/c (Marks/Ito) to approve public hearing for CEDAW with Supervisor Kaufman on October 30, 1997.


Bridge of Peace Ceremony co-sponsorship for InterRacial Sisterhood Project 

Melody Powers gave a presentation of the InterRacial Sisterhood Project (ISP) which included the following facts.

· The ISP is a new organization that is continuing the excitement from the Beijing Women’s Conference.

· The Bridge of Peace Ceremony which was started in America over 5 years ago was formed to promote racial harmony and they decided to bring this ceremony to Northern California based on the belief that the Bay Area is a small global village.

· They found out that when women become sisters, men are not as destructive and hateful toward each other.

· The Bridge of Peace Ceremony has been happening in Oakland for the past two years.

· This year, ISP wanted to be interracial and intergenerational by requesting women to bring their daughters with them to cross the Bridge of Peace.

· Mrs. Joyce Mungherera, the National Executive Director of the YWCA in Kampala, Uganda will be the keynote speaker.

· The Bridge of Peace Ceremony will be held on Saturday, November 1, 1997 at the Oakland Marriott Hotel from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Tickets are $50.00.

Ms. Powers requested the Commission to be a co-sponsor for the Bridge of Peace Ceremony.

m/s/c (Marks/Phelps) to approve to co-sponsor the Bridge of Peace Ceremony.

7. REPORTS

Domestic Violence Awareness Month

Rosario Navarrette reported that the Commission’s Domestic Violence Awareness Month Award Ceremony  is taking a different approach this year.  It will be held at the Palace of Fine Arts on October 7, 1997 and is a free event, open to the public.  The event will be sponsored by the Family Violence Council.  The program will include our Commission’s Awards in addition to a children’s poster contest.  There will be a VIP Reception, Resource Tables and representatives from all the organizations that make up the S.F. Family Violence Council.  (As mentioned earlier, the S.F. Family Violence Council is planning the event.)   The S.F. Domestic Violence Consortium is supporting this event.  

For the awards, there will be a President’s award and four other awards.  The moderator will be Jane Seller, who was the initiator for the Silent Witness Project.    Chitra Banjaree Divakaruni, the author of Mistress of Spices will be the speaker.  The program will be from 5:30 to 8 p.m. and invitations will be going out September 1, 1997.


Women Who Make A Difference Awards

Commissioner Phelps thanked all who attended the Women Who Make A Difference Awards.  There was a great turn-out and the Commission increased its attendance by 70 people.  The Green Room was lovely and the award winners were great.  The Friends  netted almost $24, 000 from the event.  Ann Lehman and Emily Gasner, the Friends intern, did a great job.

NOTE: Commissioner Saunders arrived at 5:24 p.m.

8. PUBLIC COMMENT

None.

9. ANNOUNCEMENTS

Vice President Chang announced the California Women’s Agenda (CAWA) 

On August 26, 1997 will be holding a press conference at the Presidio Tides Conference Room and will be doing a reportback on platform of action from the Beijing Conference.

Vice President Chang also reported that the Women’s Foundation will be honoring the new President of the Commission, Caryl Ito on September 18, 1997 at the 1997 Ground Breakers-Dream Makers Awards Dinner at the Sheraton Palace Hotel, Grand Ballroom.

10. ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 5:25 p.m.
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