MINUTES
November 19, 1998
1. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL

The meeting was called to order at 4:40 P.M.

MEMBERS PRESENT

STAFF PRESENT

EXCUSED
President Chang


Sonia Melara


Commissioner Phelps
Vice President Delgado

Rosario Navarrette

Commissioner Marks


Ann Lehman

Commissioner Miles


Leatrice Miyashiro

Commissioner Murase

Esther Velonza

2. ADOPTION OF AGENDA

m/s/c (
Marks/Miles) to adopt the agenda with addition of Violence Against Women During the Holidays under New Business.
3. ADOPTION OF MINUTES

m/s/c ( Miles/Murase) to adopt the minutes of August 27, 1998.

4. PRESIDENT’S REPORT

President Chang welcomed Commissioner Emily Murase to the Commission.  Commissioner Murase shared a few words on her background and what she is working on presently at Stanford.

President Chang attended a meeting with the Mayor and reported that he is very interested in holding the national COSW conference in San Francisco in the year 2000.  

For the Mayor’s Summit, the Mayor has appointed Commissioner Miles and President Chang to the Executive Committee and Commissioner Miles will be the co-chair and President Chang will be the program chair on the Outreach Committee.  

5. STAFF REPORT

Sonia Melara reported that Proposition 208, regarding campaign contributions reform, would have eliminated large contributions to elected officials.  Since its passage, Proposition 208 has been challenged in court.  The federal district court issued a preliminary injunction prohibiting the proposition’s provisions from going into effect.  The Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals recently held a hearing and could lift that injunction.  As a result, at the present time, commissioners are not prohibited from contributing to the Mayor’s campaign providing no City resources are used.  However, the status of Proposition 208 could change at any time.

The 1999 Quarterly Neighborhood Meetings are a way to reach the community on pertinent issues. 

The Commission office has received word from the Chief Administrator’s Office that they have been assigned a meeting room at City Hall for the fourth Wednesday of the month.  The Commission will have to decide what is a good time for them to meet.

Planned Parenthood - Golden Gate has asked the Commission to be a partner of choice for their luncheon in January.  COSW would be added to the program at no cost to the Commission.  

6. NEW BUSINESS

Grantee Presentation from the San Francisco Neighborhood Legal Assistance Foundation and San Francisco Women Against Rape

Quyen Lee gave a presentation of the Middle Schools Prevention Education Project from San Francisco Neighborhood Legal Assistance Foundation which provides domestic violence and sexual assault prevention education to middle school students.

Jamie Lee Evans of San Francisco Women Against Rape spoke about their programs targeting middle school students about rape prevention.

NOTE: Commissioner Delgado arrives at 5:10 p.m.

A video was shown about the program that aired on Channel 7 News.

Jamie Lee Evans presented the Commission with an award for their dedication toward youth education and preventing violence against women and all teen dating violence.

President Chang thanked both agencies for their hard work.


Violence Against Women During The Holidays

Commissioner Miles stated that an article in the Chronicle about Alice Tennison’s death prompted her to call Sonia Melara about the issue of violence against women during the holidays.  Ms. Melara suggested to write a letter to the Police Department to request to increase the patrols on the streets during the holidays and to create more awareness among officers to be more visible and available on the streets.

Public Comment: Jamie Lee Evans stated that there is a group of women who have been organized to stand in front of shopping centers during the holidays and hand out candy canes to the children and talk to the mothers about violence against women.


Discussion of Commission Meeting Time Change

Commissioners agreed that the fourth Wednesday of the month at 5:00 p.m. would be the new time for regular commission meetings in 1999.


Discussion on Changes to COSW Bylaws

Sonia Melara reported that there were several changes to the COSW Bylaws that the City Attorney’s office had suggested.  President Chang suggested that since the commissioners had not read the bylaw changes, this item would be on next month’s calendar for action.  


NACW 2000 Convention Proposal

Sonia Melara sought approval for the submittal of a proposal to host the National Association of Commissions on Women (NACW) convention in the year 2000.  

m/s/c (Miles/Delgado) to approve the submittal of a proposal to host the NACW Convention in the year 2000.


Strategic Action Plan Implementation

Sonia Melara stated that the Commission wanted to insure that certain areas were covered  for the implementation of the Strategic Action Plan.  President Chang requested adding Native American to Women of Color.  

m/s/c (Delgado/Miles) to approve the Strategic Action Plan Implementation.

FY 1999-2000 Plan

Sonia Melara stated that the FY 1999-2000 Plan will be a part of COSW’s budget request.  Commissioner Murase pointed out a typo on page 4 under Objectives, second bullet – delete first word Girls from part of sentence: Girls Status of Girls.  Below that on fourth bullet in parenthesis (i.e. ERA) ERA stands for Equal Rights Advocates.  Ms. Murase sought clarification on page 7, second Goal, second bullet, sentence reads: Network office computers within the office and throughout the City by December 1999.  Ms. Melara explained that sentence needs to be reworded to state that networking computers are between city departments not the whole city. 
m/s/c ( Murase/Delgado)to adopt the FY 1999-2000 Plan.

7. OLD BUSINESS
None.
8.
REPORTS


Adult Sexual Assault Task Force

Rosario Navarrette gave an update of the Adult Sexual Assault Task Force for the benefit of the new commissioners.   The Adult Sexual Assault Task Force was created by the Department of Public Health in the area of service community for survivors of sexual assault.  In the past, before 1994, all of the funding for sexual assault was going into the San Francisco Rape Treatment Center.  The Commission was given the authority to administer funds for the 24-Hour Crises Line and Medical Advocacy.  As a result of that, the Commission was also given the task of creating a model of city wide response to sexual assault.  The Sexual Assault Task Force was formed and has been working for the last two years on the ground level, establishing relationships between agencies

Last year, the task force developed a 3-Year Plan to develop the model and formalize the Sexual Assault Response Team (SART).  Now, the SART is at the San Francisco General Hospital Emergency Room and the San Francisco Rape Treatment Center.  The Commission’s role is to collaborate and facilitate the discussion at the task force meetings.

Recently, because of the departure of the Director of the Rape Treatment Center, a meeting with the director of  Department of Public Health to discuss maintaining services has been scheduled.  Rosario Navarrette stated that she would keep the Commission updated as to what is happening with the task force.


Girls and Young Women Sexual Assault Task Force

Rosario Navarrette reported that there are now seven task force members.  The adults are considered advisors and supporters.  Their mandate is to write a report and report it to the Board of Supervisors.  Their report will show what is available for survivors of sexual assault, what’s missing and what recommendations they are proposing.  Meanwhile, the girls are being trained to do a presentation in public.  Before they go to the Board of Supervisors, they will do a presentation for the Commission.  

Ms. Navarrette stated that Camille Broussard of the Youth Commission deserves a lot of credit for working with the task force.


Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination of Women (CEDAW)

Ann Lehman reported on the CEDAW task force.  The task force reported to the Mayor and Board of Supervisors for the first time.  Ms. Lehman gave a brief history of CEDAW.  In April of this year, the Mayor and Board of Supervisors of San Francisco signed the CEDAW Ordinance that basically implements the ordinance.  This has not been done on the local level before.  They have gotten lot of press from international agencies.  The task force consists of 11 members made up of members from COSW, Human Rights Commission, various department heads and 5 community members.  The task force was formed in June and has been meeting monthly ever since.  One of its tasks was to educate itself on the definition of gender analysis in terms of the CEDAW Ordinance.  Another task was to choose four departments in the city to go under gender analysis.  The four departments selected are the Department of Public Works, Juvenile Probation Department., City Attorney’s Office and the Human Services Department.  The next step of the task force was to put together a Request for Proposal to hire a consultant who could guide them through the gender analysis process.  They hope to have the consultant hired by the end of the year.

9. PUBLIC COMMENT

Jackie Bryson gave her personal account of her experience at a homeless shelter , The Episcopal Sanctuary, where she was discriminated against in place of a person with a dog and a transvestite.  Sonia Melara suggested Ms. Bryson visit the Commission office and speak to staff about her concerns.

10.       ANNOUNCEMENTS

Ann Lehman handed the Commissioners a list of CEDAW Task Force members.  She also reported on the Out of Sight, Out of Mind Task Force.  There was a lot of communication going on at the Delancey Street programs.  There is concern of what the Treasure Island Residential Center for Girls will look like.

President Chang announced that Commissioner Saunders has been appointed to the Permit Appeals Board.

Commissioner Murase announced the 50th Anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights will be celebrated on December 9, 1998 at 8:00 p.m. at the Nob Hill Masonic Auditorium – 1111 California St, San Francisco.

11.      ADJOURNMENT

m/s/c ( Miles/Murase) to adjourn the meeting.
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