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Elections Commission Special Meeting

Wednesday, June 15, 2016
4:00 p.m.

City Hall, Room 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place

San Francisco, California 94102

DRAFT MINUTES

1. Call to Order & Roll Call

President Rowe called the meeting to order at 4:09 p.m.  PRESENT: Commissioners Rowe, Jerdonek, Safont, Yu, Jung, Paris and Donaldson.  ALSO PRESENT: Deputy City Attorney Josh White.
2. Public Employee Performance Evaluation for Director of Elections John Arntz

President Rowe stated that this was a special meeting to discuss the preliminary part of the process of evaluating the Director of Elections.  The purpose of the meeting was to go into closed session to meet with two Department employees.  President Rowe encouraged the public to come back to the Commission's regular meeting at 6:00, when they can comment on issues that are not on the agenda for this special meeting.

Motion: Commissioner Safont moved to go into closed session.  Commissioner Jung seconded.

A member of the public stated that elections under the Director of Elections are broken and we need to fix it.  He stated that folks are interested in recalling the Mayor and asked Director Arntz to file the recall papers.  He stated that Director Arntz used intimidation and obstruction.  He stated that Director Arntz disallowed the filing.  The commenter wants the Department to follow the letter of the law and stated that the Director has engaged in official misconduct.

A member of the public stated that public comment should occur before going into closed session.  The commenter stated that the Recall Ed Lee campaign has been stonewalled by Director Arntz who made legal rulings without training or authority and did not refer the matter to the City Attorney.
A member of the public asked for an explanation of the agenda.  She stated that she was confused at why the schedule was changed at the last minute.

A member of the public asked when does a closed session item get released to the public.  He stated that they will file FOIA requests.

A member of the public asked to start with the Director evaluation.

A member of the public stated that Director Arntz should be brought up on official misconduct charges.  He stated that the Director has no authority to interpret the law or use Sheriff's deputies to intimidate voters.  He stated that we didn't appoint you and we're going to pay attention to how you handle this recall.

A member of the public asked why voters don't have a right to speak out.  The commenter stated that Director cannot override the voters and demanded that the Commission do something about it.

President Rowe stated that the evaluation process occurs over months.  First, the Commission calls in Department employees to get their views of the Director's performance.  Then the Commission does its own independent evaluation.  Then, based on the information we have learned from the employees and from the public, we do an evaluation.  We want everyone to know that you will have another opportunity to speak when the Director is evaluated.

A member of the public stated that there should be no time limit on public speakers when they are speaking.  The member objected to the closed session meeting and stated that the public pays for this.  She stated that Mayor Lee must be recalled.

A member of the public asked if closed session is to protect the employees comments from becoming public.
Commissioner Donaldson stated that this is the first he has seen of this and he is interested in what the members of the public have to say.  He invited them to speak at the full Commission meeting at 6:00pm.

The vote was unanimous to approve going into closed session.
Closed session was then held.
Upon return to open session at 5:30 pm, no members of the public were present.  President Rowe stated that the Commissioners had voted to keep the information from closed session confidential because state law requires all personnel discussions to remain confidential.
Adjournment.
The meeting was adjourned at 5:30 pm.
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