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DRAFT MINUTES 

1. Call to Order & Roll Call 
President Rowe called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm.  PRESENT: Commissioners Rowe, 
Jerdonek, Safont, Yu, Jung, Paris and Donaldson.  ALSO PRESENT: Director Arntz, Deputy 
City Attorney Josh White. 

2. General Public Comment 
One member of the public spoke. 

3. Commissioners' Reports 
Commissioner Jerdonek reported that: NBC Bay Area interviewed him regarding open source 
voting, and the interview will be aired this summer.  He received an email from a San Francisco 
voter whose ballot was not counted in the June election.  He will look at this issue when we 
review the election at the next meeting. 

Commissioner Paris reported that he will be employed part time with the San Mateo Elections 
Department, probably starting in September.  His role will primarily involve poll worker training. 

Commissioner Safont agreed to review the applications submitted for the Commission Secretary 
position. 

Commissioner Paris agreed to compile the Commissioner's written evaluations of the Director 
into a single report. 

PUBLIC COMMENT: One member of the public spoke. 

4. Director’s Report 
The Director provided a written report in advance of the meeting, a copy of which is attached to 
these minutes.  He also reported that we may see news about the size of the ballot and voter 
information pamphlet, as he is expecting more than 30 measures on the ballot.  The Department 
is getting ready for intake of paid ballot arguments. 
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Commissioner Jerdonek questioned the Director regarding proposed state legislation relating to 
voting centers.  The Director reported that per the legislation, counties can opt in.  It would be a 
challenge for San Francisco because we would need to find 47 spots for voting centers.  In some 
form, voting centers are what we need to be shooting for, but San Francisco voters have more 
affection for polling places than other places in the State.  One challenge is that we would need 
VPN connections for a dynamic roster.  It would also be challenging to find space for voting 
centers that is consistent through time so that locations don't change from election to election.  
Another challenge is ensuring accessible ballots for voters with disabilities. 

PUBLIC COMMENT: One member of the public spoke. 
5. Slate Mailer Organization Filings 
Commissioner Jerdonek thanked Oliver Luby for bringing the issue of slate mailer organization 
campaign report filings to his attention.  He began by stating that the issue relates to money in 
politics.  In San Francisco, the Ethics Commission makes information available to the public 
about campaign reports.  All campaign reports are filed with the Ethics Commission with one 
exception: slate mailers, which are filed with the Department of Elections.  Slate mailers are 
mailers that take a position on multiple campaigns.  As a result, the slate mailer organization 
campaign reports are not easily accessible to the public because they are not received by or 
published by the Ethics Commission.  Commissioner Jerdonek met with the new Executive 
Director of the Ethics Commission, LeeAnn Pelham, who says Ethics is aware of the issue and 
that she would reach out to Director Arntz to discuss. 

Director Arntz reported that the slate mailer organization reports received by the Department are 
in the public file.  The Department does not receive a lot of slate mailer organization reports.  
Director Arntz supports having the reports filed directly with the Ethics Department.  If there is 
an impediment to having the slate mailer organization reports filed directly with Ethics, he has 
no problem receiving them and transferring the reports to Ethics so that Ethics can publish them 
with the other campaign reports. 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

Oliver Luby stated that there is no legal impediment to have City slate mailer organization 
reports filed directly with the Ethics Department, and that the City is not compliant with current 
law in having them filed with the Department of Elections.  State slate mailer organization 
reports must be filed with the Department of Elections, but City slate mailer filings should be 
filed with the Ethics Commission.  He has an FPPC advice letter which he will share with the 
Commission.  The Directors of Elections and Ethics can simply announce that they are going to 
change the practice.  This would benefit for public transparency. 

MOTION: 

Commissioner Jerdonek moved that the Commission urge the Director of Elections to meet with 
the Director of Ethics to request that the designated filing clerk for County slate mailer 
organization reports be transferred from the Department of Elections to the Ethics Department.  
Commissioner Safont seconded.  The vote was UNANIMOUS TO APPROVE. 
6. Future Agendas 
No Commissioner Comment. 

PUBLIC COMMENT: Brent Turner would like the Commission to extend an invitation to 
experts such as Dr. Gilbert to discuss technology and open source. 
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7. Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:04 pm.
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