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Honorable Police Commission 
City and County of San Francisco 
1245 3

 rd  Street, 6th  Floor West 
San Francisco, CA 94158 

Re: Fourth Quarter 2020 Firearm Discharge Review Board Findings and Recommendations 

Dear Commissioners: 

On Thursday October 29th, 2020 at approximately 1000 hours, pursuant to and in compliance with 
Department General Order 3.10.1, Subsection D, the Firearm Discharge Review Board convened to 
review the completed Officer Involved Shooting (OIS) investigations for the Fourth Quarter of 2020. 

The Firearm Discharge Review Board (FDRB) reviewed completed OIS cases, 18-005 and 20-002. 
A summary of the incidents is attached. The FDRB was comprised as follows: 

Voting Board Members Assignments 

- Deputy Chief Gregory Yee (Chair).................................................Administration Bureau 
• Deputy Chief Gregory McEachem ...................................................... Operations Bureau 

Deputy Chief Mikail Ali........................................................................Airport Bureau 
- Deputy Chief Aim Mannix......................................................Special Operations Bureau 

Advisory Board Members 

Captain Jack Hart.................................................................................................Police Academy 
• Captain Mark Cota................................................................Risk Management Office 

Lieutenant Angela Wilhelm.......................................................Internal Affairs Division 
• Lieutenant Mike Nevin........................................................Field Tactics Force Options 
• Sergeant Alan Callaway..............................................................................................SFPD Range 

Chief of Staff Sarah Hawkins.......................................Department of Police Accountability 

Also present were the Police Commission Secretary Sergeant Stacey Youngblood, Sergeant Joseph 
Minner of the Administration Bureau, Sergeants Cristina Franco and Paul Ospital of the Internal 
Affairs Division, Sergeant John Crudo, Sergeant Justin Bugarin, Officer Joel Aylworth, Officer 
Patrick Woods of the Field Tactics Force Options and Attorney Tinnetta Thompson from the 
Department of Police Accountability (DPA). 



Sarah Hawkins gave a presentation on the findings of the DPA investigation into OIS 18-005. 
After the presentation the FDRB asked questions of Ms. Hawkins and engaged in discussion 
regarding the DPA findings. 

Sergeant Franco presented OIS 18-005. After considering the facts, conclusion and analysis in 
the case there was discussion regarding the lack of investigative findings as to the Officer's 
conduct with regards to Department General Order (DGO) 1.03 and 2.01 Specifically regarding 
DGO 1.03, the discussion raised the issue of the failure of the Officers to broadcast their 
pedestrian stop on the radio as well their failure to create a plan for their approach to the men. 
Regarding DGO 2.01, the discussion was regarding the Officer's demeanor when contacting the 
men. It was recommended that TAD consider these two General Orders in their investigation and 
determine additional findings as related to these DGO's. The FDRB voted unanimously that the 
case be referred back to the OIS Investigators for consideration of additional findings regarding 
DGO 1.03 and DGO 2.01 

Sergeant Ospital presented OIS 20-001. After considering the facts, conclusion and analysis in 
the case, the FDRB voted unanimously to concur with the recommendations of "IN POLICY" 
regarding the discharge of the Officer's firearm. 

Lieutenant Nevin led a discussion of the analyses completed by the Field Tactics Force Option 
Unit for the cases presented to the FDRB. 

OIS 18-005: Lieutenant Nevin advised while the FTFO was conducting the review of this OIS 
and several other incidents, that in November of 2019 the unit authored a Department Notice 
that addressed the importance of communication priorities during pedestrian or vehicle stops 
and the need for officers to consciously use proper tactics during vehicle and pedestrian stops. 
The Department Notice was issued prior to the completion of their review for this OIS. 

He also noted the failure of a cover Officer to quickly assume their role during a stop can put the 
contact Officer at a tactical disadvantage. There was also discussion regarding the concept of 
discretionary time and how officers are trained to try to engage tactically to give them as much 
time as possible to control a scene or contact. They also discussed that the FTFO Unit is 
developing training for foot pursuits in order to give members tools to think more tactically 
during these incidents. 

OIS 20-001: Lt. Nevin noted that off-duty officers are trained to only intervene when there is a 
need to prevent great bodily injury or death, as there was in this case. It was noted the officer 
attempted to deescalate the situation and gave up ground to the subject repeatedly until he was 
forced to fire in self-defense. There was also commentary that the officer's actions to identify 
himself to the arriving on-duty officers and to allow them to take the primary role in the incident 
was handled in a tactically sound manner. 

There was commentary from the FDRB that any training that addresses off-duty officers taking 
enforcement action should address the best way to identify themselves to any arriving on-duty 
officers to avoid being mistaken for a suspect, especially when weapons are present. 



The findings of the 4th Quarter Firearm Discharge Review Board are hereby forwarded for your 
review and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

WILLIAM SCOTT 
Chief of Police 

Attachment: OIS Summaries -4th Quarter 2020 

cc: Director Paul Henderson, Department of Police Accountability 



4th QUARTER 2020 

FIREARM DISCHARGE REVIEW BOARD 

Thursday October 29th, 2020 

Officer Involved Shooting (OIS) Summaries 

OIS 18-005: 

On June 9th,  2018 at approximately 0017 hours, two Officers were on patrol in 
uniform and in a marked vehicle in the North Beach area. The passenger officer noticed 
four men standing on the corner of Grant and Green Streets. One of the men was holding 
an open container of alcohol. The passenger Officer exited the vehicle and approached 
the four men. As he did he noticed a second man was holding an open container of 
alcohol. The Officer then saw that one of the four men had a bulge in his shirt, near his 
waistband. This Subject with the bulge started to move slightly behind the other men. The 
Officer told the Subject he was not free to leave and the Subject then turned and ran 
down Grant Street. As the Officer chased him, he saw the Subject reach to his waistband 
and pull out a firearm. Fearing for his safety and the safety of the numerous pedestrians 
on the street, the Officer fired his firearm at the Subject two times striking him. The 
Subject fell to the ground and was taken into custody. The firearm that the Subject had 
removed from his waistband was recovered at the scene. First aid was rendered to the 
Subject and he was later transported to San Francisco General Hospital for treatment. 

OIS 20-001: 

On April 12th,  2020 at approximately 0530 hours, an off duty SFPD Officer was 
fueling his personal vehicle at a gas station located at 110 Hickey Boulevard in South San 
Francisco. While fueling his vehicle, he heard someone yelling "help me, help me" and 
then a scream. Believing there was some type of assault occurring he approached a 
Nissan Pathfinder that was at another gas pump. As the Officer approached the driver's 
side of the Nissan, he saw two males engaged in a physical altercation with one Victim 
male on his back on the ground bleeding and the Male Subject on top of him. The 
Officer yelled at the men to stop and then the Subject on top stood up and stepped back. 
At this point, the Officer saw blood on the Subject's pants. The Subject then charged the 
Officer and struck him on the left side of the head with his right hand. The Officer backed 
up and drew his firearm. After tactically retreating, he did not see any weapon in the 
Subject's hand so re-holstered his firearm. The Officer continued to retreat to create 
space between him and the subject and asked the station clerk to call the police. He also 
identified himself as a police officer to the Subject and displayed his Department issued 
star. The Subject charged and struck the officer again on the left side of his head. The 
Officer then noticed the Subject had a box cutter in his right hand. The Officer again 
drew his firearm and gave the Subject verbal commands to drop the box cutter. The 
Subject refused to comply and continued to advance at the Officer, shouting "kill me, kill 
me!" As the Subject continued to advance forward and fearing for his own safety the 



Officer fired his firearm striking the subject. The Officer continued to give the Subject 
commands, which he did not comply with. South San Francisco Police (SSFPD) Officers 
arrived on scene and engaged the Subject. The subject was tased three times by SSFPD 
but managed to drive away in a SSFPD patrol car and lead SSFPD on a pursuit that 
resulted in another OIS at the termination point of the pursuit. The Subject was 
pronounced deceased at that scene. The off duty SFPD Officer was not involved in the 
pursuit or the second OIS. The Officer suffered lacerations to the left side of head due to 
the attack by the Subject. 


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5

