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PUBLIC COMMENT 

Dear Police Commission:

My name is Saul Bridges and I am a member of the Core Team of Wealth and Disparities in
the Black Community, founded by Phelicia Jones.  

Tonight the San Francisco Police Department will present information related to its Use of
Force practices and training.  We have been closely tracking SFPD’s use of force and
reporting for years.  Indeed the activism we spearheaded in 2015 resulted in the Federal
DOJ having created the mandates in the first place - the DOJ COPS report of 2016.

The DOJ COPS report in 2016 was precipitated by a number of high profile murders by
SFPD of Black and Brown San Franciscans.  Over the years, the high death toll from officer
involved shootings has lessened, however - the SFPD’s numbers indicate a huge ongoing
anti-Black racial disparity in use of force, arrests, and stops and searches.  Black people
suffer far worse outcomes than all other ethnicities. In looking at SFPD’s Quarter 1, 2021
report, see page numbered 8, a Black San Franciscan is still more than 12 times as likely to
be subject to use of force as a white San Franciscan. Furthermore, as cited in the same
report, a Black San Franciscan is more than 10 times as likely to be arrested and 6 times
as likely to be stopped as a white San Franciscan.  This trend continues, in spite of all the
DOJ COPS and training items SFPD will report to you tonight.

We demand that SFPD reduce its anti-Black racial disparity in use of force and arrests
quarter over quarter from here on out, and we demand the elimination of racial disparity in
traffic stops.  It is disgusting and unworthy of our City and its government that a Black San
Franciscan faces such exponentially worse outcomes in police interactions.  

Thank you,
Saul Bridges

mailto:brosaul@hotmail.com
mailto:sfpd.commission@sfgov.org

