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United States Department of the Interior 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

 Yosemite National Park
P.O. Box 577 

Yosemite, California 95389 
IN REPLY REFER TO:

A3815 (YOSE-SUPT) 

Mr. Paul Maltzer, Environmental Review Officer, WSIP PEIR 
San Francisco Planning Department 
1650 Mission Street, Suite 400 
San Francisco, California 94103 

Dear Mr. Maltzer:

Yosemite National Park appreciates the opportunity to provide comments on the Draft Program 
Environmental Impact Report of the Water System Improvement Program proposed by the San 
Francisco Public Utilities Commission (SFPUC).  The partnership that has been forged between 
our respective agencies in protecting the upper Tuolumne River watershed is mutually beneficial, 
as outlined in our 5-year cooperative “Hetch Hetchy Watershed Protection Agreement,” executed 
in 2005.

Yosemite National Park would like to see the SFPUC both model and intensively monitor the 
impacts of this potential water release regime along the Tuolumne River to determine if the 
water delivery amounts, duration and seasonal timing will have any adverse impacts on the 
riverine ecosystem.  The SFPUC should continue detailed studies that would address scenarios to 
include multiple drought years, persistent sub-average precipitation and other climate change 
impacts.   We do not feel that current baseline data and modeling analysis can provide enough 
information for a comprehensive assessment of potential impacts. 

We are also concerned about the impacts to cultural resources in the Hetch Hetchy area of 
Yosemite National Park.  The SFPUC needs to define a plan to address the protection of 
archeological resources.  For example, we do not see a comprehensive approach to protecting 
possibly exposed sites within the park boundaries from "pot hunters."  We request a process that 
clarifies the roles of the SFPUC and the NPS for protecting archeological resources, and 
provides for notification if, during a draw down, there is any potential risk to archeological 
resources.

We look forward to working with you and your staff on this plan and other endeavors.  If you 
have any questions, contact me at (209) 372-0238. 

Sincerely,

/S/ Michael J. Tollefson, Superintendent 

(Original signature on file) 
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