
SAN FRANCISCO
PLANNING DEPARTMENT

December 3, 2008

Dear Interested Parties,

It has come to our attention that some of you may not have received notice of the Discretionary
Review Reform outreach meetings held on 10/29/08, 11/5/08, 11/12/08, and 11/19/08. At these
meetings, members of the community reviewed and commented on the Department's draft proposal
to improve the Discretionary Review process. The key recommendations are as follows:

. Document decisions of the Residential Design Committee to increase transparency and
understanding for the public about how the Department applies the Residential Design
Guidelines and neighborhood specific guidelines;

. Establish triggers for mandatory Residential Design Committee review to achieve internal

consistency, clarify ambiguities, and identify policy issues;
. Require improved Discretionary Review applications that demonstrate exceptional and

extraordinary circumstances to ensure that sponsors of appropriate projects do not face

protracted delay;

. Commission to delegate to a Hearing Officer Discretionary Review cases that demonstrate
exceptional and extraordinary circumstances to streamline the process; and,

. Commission to maintain review of Discretionary Review cases that require policy advice,
while delegation of other Discretionary Review cases to Hearing Officer wil allow
Commission to focus more attention on higher-level policy issues

On December 11, 2008, the Planning Commission wil hold an informational hearing on the
Department's draft proposal to improve the Discretionary Review process in Room 400 at City
Hall at 1:30 PM. Please refer to the Planning Commission calendar for when the item would be
heard. Your participation is welcome.

Based on public feedback, we wil discuss with the Commission amendments to our proposal,
including: improvements to the pre-application process and optional intake meetings for
Discretionary Review requestors.

The Discretionary Review Reform outreach meeting materials are available on the Planning
Department's website: http://www .sfgov .org/si te/uploadedfies/planninglDRoutreachmaterials. pdf

Please contact Elaine Forbes at 415.558.6417 or Elaine.forbest1sfgov.org if you have any questions or
comments.

ohn S. ahaim

Planning Director

www.sfplanning.org

1650 Mission SI.

Suite 400

San Francisco,

CA 94103-2479

Reception:

415.558.6378

Fax:

415.558.6409
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Information:

415.558.6377



 

 
ADDENDUM 

 
SAN FRANCISCO 

PLANNING COMMISSION 
Notice of Meeting  

&  
Calendar 

Commission Chambers - Room 400 
City Hall, 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place 

Thursday, December 18, 2008 
1:30 PM 

Regular Meeting 
 

President:  Christina R. Olague 
Vice-President: Ron Miguel 

 Commissioners: Michael J. Antonini; Gwyneth Borden; William L. Lee; Kathrin 
Moore;  

Hisashi Sugaya 
 

Acting Commission Secretary: Jonas Ionin 

5:00 p.m.  - - [Although the following item may be called after the listed time, it will 
not be called before.] 

 
10. 13.                      (E. FORBES: (415) 558-6417) 

DISCRETIONARY REVIEW REFORM - Hearing for the Commission to 
consider staff recommendations for modification to the discretionary 
review process.  This is an action plan item. 
Preliminary Recommendation:  No Action Required 
 

 


