
  From: OCCEXP 

  Sent: 11/29/2008 06:41 PM EST 

  To:  

  Cc: John Rahaim 

  Subject: Discretionary Review reform 

Dear Planning Commission: 

I strongly support the Planning Commission and Planning Department's efforts to reform the Discretionary 
Review process.  Under the current DR process, there are too many opportunities for abuses such as 
frivolous DR hearings that squander time and resources of not only homeowners wanting to improve their 
homes but also the Planning Commission and Planning Department. 

The proposed improvements are well-designed, comprehensive, and will be a benefit to all.  The proposed 
improvements to the Planning Department's internal review will provide a more predictable and consistent 
process for permitting and will minimize the current arbitrary and political nature of the current DR 
process. 

I have seen the DR process abused many times, such as neighbors who oppose projects in their 
neighborhood and then proceed and do exactly what they oppose on their buildings and then again oppose 
other neighbors who wish to do the same. I have also seen where a non-resident neighbor has opposed a 
third story addition even though she had an ILLEGAL third story on her building! 

Enough of the abuse and frivolous DR's. 

I urge you to please endorse the Planning Departments recommendation. There is though one change in the 
proposed reform and that is that staff initiated DR's also be heard by a hearing officer. 

 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Henry Karnilowicz 

Occidental Express 

Consulting • Design • Construction • Management 

1019 Howard Street 

San Francisco, CA 94103-2806 

415.420.8113 cell 

415.621.7583 fax 
 


