
The MPIC Recommends;

A community representative on the internal Residential Design Committee.

Comments on the Pre-Application Process;

Retain the Pre-Application Meeting prior to the submission of the project 

by sponsor for permit review.

Invite the same neighborhood associations copied on the 311/312 notices 

to the Pre-Application meeting.
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The Planning Department (PD) should specifically identify relevant 

neighborhood associations for projects in every neighborhood and refine 

the instructions for the proper method of outreach by the project sponsor. 

To that end; 

Any organization that wishes to be notified must register with the PD

The PD should create, for architects and sponsors a map overlay or list ,  

of groups that should be notified regarding a specific address. (A GIS map 

for example)

The PD should create an interactive response system so that notified 

associations can indicate intent to attend or not for each notification.

Associations that do not respond to notifications will be dropped from 

the maintained list after a set number of failures to respond.
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Internal Review Process 

The Pre-Application Meeting; Location and Time

The meeting should be held at the site unless there is some strongly 

compelling reason to hold it elsewhere, such as threats to life and safety.

Any meeting not held at the site should be held at a site convenient to all 

parties.

The meeting should be held at a time when most working people can 

easily attend, such as a weekend or evening.

The project sponsor should be prepared to provide up-to-date plans for 

review to any interested party within 1 week after the meeting, to any 

requesting party that  could not attend yet requests to review .
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If a Discretionary Review is Requested the MPIC recommends;

The PC Keep the initial filing fee low to allow equal access to all regardless 

of financial status.

Additional graduated fees could be added for additional hearings. But 

we feel strongly that the initial fee should be kept low.

Undertake to define as concisely as possible with at least a minimum 

criteria set for the terms “exceptional” and “extraordinary”.

Our belief is that a minimum criteria will create a clear bar that must 

be met to invoke these subjective descriptive adjectives.
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Our community supports the creation of a Hearing Office.

We suggest that the office consist of more than one person to avoid any 

potential for bias or influence.

Two options should be considered for the makeup of the Hearing Office 

(HO), both compensated on a per-case basis, with either the loser paying 

or the fees split 50/50.
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Option 1:  The Hearing Office could consist of a group of 

retired professionals versed in planning, code and the design 

guidelines. The assignments for each DR would rotate and 

neither the sponsor nor applicant would have any input on the 

assignee.

Option 2: The Hearing Office could be composed along the 

lines of an AIA dispute resolution panel. Three hearing officers, 

versed in planning, code and the design guidelines , one assigned 

to advocate for the sponsor  and one for the applicant while the

third acts as a neutral party and the deciding vote.
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Discretionary Review Process

For oversight of the Hearing Office (HO) we recommend that the Planning 

Commission (PC) set a monthly agenda item to hear a report from the HO.

This report will be a short case synopsis review with the decision made 

by the HO in each case. 

No public comment will be allowed during or on any aspect of this 

report.

The PC could retain final decision authority on each DR by accepting or 

rejecting the HO decision. 

The PC could order the HO to reconvene and reconsider any DR in light 

of  the PC comments or the PC could call up any DR it feels needs to be 

heard by the PC.

If there are multiple pending requests for DR on similar concerns or 

issues the HO could request policy direction from the PC.MPIC Recommendations for Planning 
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When a DR hearing is held before a HO, or the PC, MPIC recommends 

that each side be limited to three speakers at the most. This would allow 

for experts and /or supporters for each side to be able to present for an 

inarticulate or language challenged sponsor or applicant. 

Written correspondence is not limited by the three person rule.

Proposed Discretionary Review Process Community Recommendations.
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