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AGENDA 
Thursday, July 23, 2020 

10am- 12pm 
https://zoom.us/j/99654256204?pwd=ZFQ1N3Y0MDBxUUpvdWtybXJoaEV4Zz09 

 
Meeting ID: 996 5425 6204 

Password: 846777 
 
 

One tap mobile 
 

+16699009128,,99654256204#,,,,0#,,846777# US (San Jose) 
 

+12532158782,,99654256204#,,,,0#,,846777# US (Tacoma) 
 

Dial by your location 
 

+1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose) 
 

+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
 

+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
 

+1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 
 

+1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown) 
 

+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
 

REMOTE MEETING VIA VIDEOCONFERENCE Watch via Zoom: In accordance with Governor Gavin 
Newsom’s statewide order for all residents to “Stay at Home” – and with the numerous local and state 
proclamations, orders and supplemental directions – aggressive directives have been issued to slow down and 
reduce the spread of the COVID-19 virus. 

 
Reentry Council meetings will be held through videoconferencing will allow remote public comment via the 
videoconference or through the number noted above. Members of the public are encouraged to participate 
remotely by submitting written comments electronically to geoffrea.morris@sfgov.org. These comments will be 
made part of the official public record in these matters and shall be brought to the attention of the members of the 
Reentry Council member. Explanatory and/or Supporting Documents, if any, will be posted at: 
https://sfgov.org/sfreentry/ 

mailto:geoffrea.morris@sfgov.org
https://sfgov.org/sfreentry/
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Note: Each member of the public will be allotted no more than 2 minutes to speak on each item. 
Members Present: 
Jose Bernal (Chair) (Board of Supervisor Appointee) Victoria Westbrook (Board of Supervisor Appointee), Sandra 
Lee Fewer (Board of Supervisor), Chief Fletcher (SFAPD) Chesa Boudin (DA), Jasmine Dawson (DCYF) Parole 
Agent Aspen Marshall (CDCR), Sheenia Branner (Mayoral Appointee), Manohar Raju (Public Defender), Angelica 
Almeida (DPH), Anthony Castellano (US Probation), Angelica Almeida (DPH), Alyson West (Superior Court), Paula 
Hernandez (Juvenile Probation), Susie Smith (HAS), Karen Roye/(DCSS), Tajuna Gray (OEWD), Chief William Scott 
(SFPD), Angela Coleman (BOS Appointee), James Cladwell (For Mayor Breed)  
 
Members Absent: 
Teddy Toliver (BOS Appointee), Norma Ruiz (Mayoral Appointee), Malik Wade (Mayoral Appointee), HSH 
 
Call to Order and Introductions. 

Jose Bernal, Board of Supervisor Appointee called the meeting in order at 10:04am. He thanked everyone for 
being in the virtual meeting and acknowledge his five co-chairs,  

  
1. Public Comment on Any Item Listed Below as for “Discussion Only.” (NOTE: public comment on items listed 

as “possible action” will occur during that agenda’s time). 
 

No Public Comment. 
 

2. Brief Discussion on America’s Current Racial Climate and Global Pandemic and the Impact on the Formerly 
Incarcerated Community. 
 
No discussion on this agenda and no public comment.  

 
3. Review and Adoption of Meeting Minutes of January 23, 2020 (discussion & possible action). 

 
Jose asked for the members to review the drafted minutes of the January 23, 2020 meeting. He asked for comments 
on the drafted minutes. A motion was brought forth by Sheenia Branner and seconded by Victoria Westbrook. No 
public comment. Motion passed.  

 
4. Staff Report on Activities of the Reentry Council and its Subcommittees (discussion & possible action). 

 
a. Staff updates: Rentry Council Planner, Geoffrea Morris and Tara Anderson gave updates from the Criminal 

Justice Racial Equity Work Group. They informed the body that they are meeting virtually on July 31st, 2020 
at 1:00 pm. Geoffrea Morris informed the Council that Victoria Westbrook has done another Women’s Gender 
Responsive Work Newsletter, referred to the public packet pages 7 to 11. She walked the Council through the 
items in their public packet.  
 
Steve Adami, Interim Director of Reentry Division, San Francisco Adult Probation, informed the Council on 
the Annual Recovery Summit Survey on substance abuse usage in San Francisco. Due to Shelter in Place and 
the cancellation of the meeting in April, the data will be presented in the next meeting in October.   
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b. Subcommittees updates 
 
Geoffrea asked the council to take a vote on changing the format of the direct services subcommittee to 
evening meetings to be more accessible for members of the formerly incarcerated community that have a job. 
Also, the possibility of getting all city departments that is part of this commission to put in $200 to give 
stipends to participants to recognize the formerly incarcerated for their continued participation in these 
meetings. Also, video conferencing would be a good idea.  
 
Before Shelter in Place, Geoffrea met with members that are on probation at the Drake hotel as well as the 
Hart Hotel. We also spoke with members at Positive Directions which is a processing group and asked 
questions on how to support them. Each of these meeting was held at 6:00 pm and they were well attended 
with 15 to 50 members per site.  
 
Geoffrea also recognized new members of the Direct Services Subcommittee, Derinda Hanes.  
 
Geoffrea asked the council to consider changing the following: 
 

• Direct Services Subcommittee format to be changed into evening meeting going forward.  
• All city departments that is a part of this commission to give $200 for some stipend to give to formerly 

incarcerated members to incentivize them for continued participation  
 

Karen Roye. asked if there is an opportunity for any members of the council to make a personal donation to the 
Direct Services Committee.  
 
Geoffrea yield the floor to Steve to talk about donations. Karen Roye offered to give $200. The stipends would 
kick in FY 20-21.  
 
Supervisor Fewer asked what the total amount is if every department were to give $200, what is the total cost 
the direct services need to run this program in the next fiscal year.   
  
Geoffrea answered an estimate of $2600 from 13 city departments.  
 
Supervisor Fewer made a suggestion to the committee to submit a budget request to the City and County of 
San Francisco Board of Supervisor. Geoffrea then asked what the process is to make a formal budget request 
request.  
 
Supoervisor Fewer said if the committee took a vote today, a formal letter would be submitted on behalf of the 
Reentry Council stating budget request to be included as an addback during the city’s budget process.  
 
Chief Fletcher proposed a new motion with an amendment by Supervisor Fewer: 

• The council to change the format of the Direct Services Subcommittee meetings to be held in the 
community  

• With the draft of committee members presented in the agenda for the direct services subcommittee 
• The Reentry Council to submit a letter requesting the funding for the stipend and dependent upon that 

outcome, that discussion will happen in the October meeting on how the stipends will be handled and 
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distributed.  
 
 
Supervisor Fewer added that the budget process would be over early September or October. The council will 
know by then whether the money has been granted.  
 
Allyson West, it might be good to ask for sufficient funds, if the council could vote on an amount for the 
board.  
 
Sandra Fewer said that they are taking request right now and maybe the adult probation can name the amount, 
suggest.  
 
Jose Bernal thinks if the council could vote on a sufficient amount to request to the Board of Supervisor.  
 a good idea to request a fund to give stipend to the folks that attends the meeting, promote leadership and 
empower them. His concern the fund might not go through but wants the council is be prepared to  
 
Public comment: Andres Salas thinks it’s a great idea to give stipend, he loves the idea of providing food. The 
amazing amount of work is mind blowing.  
 

 Motion passed unanimously.  
 

5. Regular Update on Activities of the Juvenile Justice Coordinating Council, Sentencing Commission, 
Collaborative Courts, and Community Corrections Partnership, PRSPR, PROP 47, and STARRR (discussion 
only). 

 
 Karen Roye, as the Reentry Council representative on the Sentencing Commission, gave updates on the 
Criminal Justice Racial Equity work group, including the equity statement and agenda for action. Reentry 
Council members are encouraged to attend the next work group which will be held on July 31, 2020 at 1pm. 
In addition, the Board of Supervisor recently named the safety injustice challenge a formal subcommittee of 
the Sentencing Commission and has been given a responsibility for the planning efforts to close County Jail 
4. One of the responsibilities is to forward the names to the Sentencing Commission and Reentry Council, a 
member or designee, as well as a representative of a non-profit that serves people with experiences of 
incarceration and to be named by the Reentry Council. The SJC hopes the Reentry Council to designate one 
of the two representatives to participate in the subcommittee. Presentations were given by the staff from the 
District Attorney’s Office and Adult Probation Department on sentencing and probation trends. Due to 
timing, the discussion on coordinated crisis response is tabled for the next Sentencing Commission meeting 
which will be held on October 7, 2020 at 10 am.  
 
 Chief Fletcher added the upcoming Community Corrections Partnership meeting on August 19, 2020, to give 
an update on AB 109 funding, cuts on the state level, and how the city is going to deal with that. Also, 
provide an update on the early releases that are coming to us from state prisons on to post-release community 
supervision.  

  
 Robin Candler gave an update on LEAD grant which is ending in a couple of months, no word from the 
mayor’s office whether there will be an additional funding to keep the program going. The new STARR 
grant which has started. The PRSPR grant is continuing, prioritizing people that are coming from jail and 
getting them into treatment.  
 
Allyson West gave a brief update on Collaborative Courts. The Collaborative Courts are back full calendar 
for the past months. Although, we are severely limiting the number of people we see in court, we are trying 
to encourage our clients to join by zoom or by phone to maintain everybody’s safety.  
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 Jose Bernal (chair), asked Chief Fletcher regarding any indication of the realignment funds in terms of what 
is anticipated this next fiscal year. A lot of community-based organizations rely heavily on those funds to 
support our reentry population and we certainly have seen that up and down the state a big concern.  

 
 Chief Fletcher answered the question. There is a significant reduction into the funding stream of AB 109, all 
growth funds will be stopped, but the ongoing funding is significant and the amount of money that affects 
most criminal justice partners, it will affect to some degree the Public Defender and the District Attorney’s 
office. It would also affect the Sherriff’s Department and the Adult Probation. However, it considered 
general fund dollars, that is something that the city is helping us work through so the direct services to our 
clients. We are working with the Mayor’s office to make sure we are able to continue those services, but it 
still is an ongoing discussion if things don’t improve at the state level.  

  
 No public comment on this agenda.  
 

6. Reentry Council Appointment to the Sentencing Commission (discussion & possible action). 
 
Jose Bernal (chair) informed the council in March 2020, the Reentry Council appointee, Eric Henderson, 
stepped down in his role as the Reentry Council representative for the San Francisco Sentencing Commission 
leaving this position vacant. This seat has been vacant for the past 4 months. Due to the global pandemic, this 
Council has been unable to convene to find his successor for this seat. Historically, the Council has launched 
a large net for individuals interested in occupying this seat. However, with strict health orders imposing on 
how we function, this board has not been able to do this extensive search to identify “a member of a 
nonprofit organization that works with formerly incarcerated individuals.”   
 
Under this agenda item, the board can determine whether or not it would like to exercise its discretion an 
appointing one of the four termed out Board of Supervisor appointee to the Sentencing Commission. Each 
Board of Supervisor appointee termed out on June 1, 2020. Each member present today sits on this Council 
as a hold-over member until their position is fill for the October’s meeting. The present termed out members 
are: Jose Bernal (chair), Angela Coleman, Victoria Westbrook, and Teddy Tolliver. 
 
Please be advised, if the Council does not want to exercise it discretion, the Reentry Council seat on the 
Sentencing Commission we remain vacant until January 2021.  
 
Jose Bernal (chair) informed the council of his interest to the Sentencing Commission open seat and recused 
himself from this discussion and the vote on this item.  

 
 Victoria Westbrook said she does not understand why the council has not tried to solicit other people from the 
community to apply.  

  
 Geoffrea Morris answered Eric Henderson notified her in March. However, due to the global pandemic and Shelter 
in Place, the committee have not had the chance to talk about the open seat. Now that the committee is back in 
order, the Sentencing Commission is not in the ordinance of the Reentry Council, but is in the ordinance of the 
Sentencing Commission.  
 
Public Defender Mano Raju said that he supports Jose Bernal to be appointed to the Sentencing Commission as 
soon as possible. He is inspired by Jose’s wisdom and determination and believes that Jose would be a great fit for 
the position.  

 
 Karen Roye also support Jose Bernal. She had the opportunity in serving in the reentry council with him for the 
last few years. He has brought a lot of wisdom and insight to the Reentry Council and work to advance the voice of 
formerly incarcerated. She thinks that his experience with the County Jail #4 is important. 
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 Sheenia asked is there any way for the Sentencing Commission to have more than one representative from the  
Reentry Council that is community based or formerly incarcerated justice-involved. More of a representation in the 
Bayview community. 

 
Geofrea said it is only open for one representative. She also added that Sheenia’s question could be bring up to the 
Sentencing Commission  
 
Sheenia is concerned because the council was not able to spread the net and get a fair play to get other individuals 
involve from the community who would have possibly have interest in the Sentencing Commission. Even though 
appointing Jose, if there is a way we could still be able to do that. In the interest of fairness, Sheenia said we would 
have been able to get some other people to apply to the open seat especially now with all the high racial issues that 
we are facing.  
 
Supervisor Fewer said she support Jose Bernal to be the Reentry Council’s representative in the Sentencing 
Commission and with the passing to closed County Jail 4, it is really important to have that voice there.  

 
District Attorney Boudin echoed his support of Jose Bernal appointment to the Sentencing Commission. He also 
recognized Sheenia’s concern regarding the process of appointing another representative from the community. He 
shares his desires to include more voices, to create more space, and more opportunities. In an ideal world, we 
would have been engaged in the normal process but we are living in a world right now where we have to make 
adjustments which are unfortunate. All that said, he believes that Jose Bernal would be a great candidate to the 
Sentencing Commission, and even if we did a broader search, it would be difficult to find someone who brings 
more experience and perspective, and commitment to these issues. For those reasons, he tends to support Jose 
Bernal.  
 
Public Defender Raju said there are some opportunities to open it up for another community member. He 
encouraged the council to pursue because it is important to have broader representation in the community.  

 
Victoria strongly agree with Sheenia. It is not a question of whether Jose would be a good candidate, she just 
doesn’t think it is fair. There are other voices in the community that have not had a platform or table with which to 
sit at and bring their information and their perspective. We are missing other opportunities to bring more voices 
into the table.  

 
Tara Anderson said one of her responsibilities is to do a background staffing to the Sentencing Commission as a 
policy body. She wanted to affirm what has been discussed in terms of the seat that is available as codified under 
the Administrative Code of the Sentencing Commission and was recently modified to formalized the creation of 
the Subcommittee that is the Safety Injustice Challenge. There are two seats that are appointed by the Reentry 
Council. One of those seats is a member of the council that serves as a liaison to the Sentencing Commission. 
Karen Roye currently serves in that capacity. Before you today, former council member Eric Henderson’s 
departure, we have a vacant seat to the Sentencing Commission and because of the timely need to fill both that seat 
and its responsibilities relative to the Subcommittee and closure of County Jail 4, there is a significant urgency 
around this. There are two seats that the Reentry Council has the authority to appoint members to the Sentencing 
Commission and today’s discussion is focused on the seat that is for a person representing an organization that 
work with formerly incarcerated persons. It would take several months to go back to amend the Administrative 
Code to add an additional voting seat of any kind, those are the appointments that exist currently. Also, we have 
the ability to go back to the board and have the Sentencing Commission member modified additional seats would 
take several months. The timeline of the responsibility of the safety injustice challenge subcommittee with the 
closure of county jail 4, a report due August 1, 2020 and a final report of the closure on November 1, 2020.  

 
Steve Adami said in the vein of transparency, fairness, and equity, there are several people that have contacted me 
about the seat and the process should be followed the same way we did it last time. People applied, heard, and 
selected. Doing it this way, Jose is chairing a meeting and kind of lobbying for this seat. It does not resonate with 
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the lens of equity or fairness. Maybe Jose is the best choice, maybe all council members would vote in favor of 
him but others in the community that have been impacted by crime, violence, and the justice system also have a 
stake in this game and also want to be a part of it. The Reentry Council have made great relationship with Jose, 
there are other people that are interested in this seat that are not in this meeting, that do not have direct access to 
the council that might also be a good fit for the seat.  He hopes the council to consider as the council moves 
forward.  
 
Supervisor Sandra Fewer said if it is the desire of the Reentry Council to change that administrative code, she 
would be happy to write a legislation to change the administrative code and bring it up to the Board of Supervisors.  

 
 Public Comment: 
 

Megan Schwartz: A member of Decarcerate Alameda County Coalition. I have known Jose Bernal for the last two 
years since he joined Ella Baker center as an organizer. I’ve been to countless meetings, rallies, marches, and 
actions organized by Jose. I’ve been impressed from day one with Jose’s dedication, preparation, thoughtfulness, 
and inclusiveness. The thing that stands out most however is his unending commitment to lift the voices and stories 
of impacted people. He has reached out to family members of those harmed and killed in Santa Rita jail and ensure 
that their voices are heard in our work. Jose listens with patience and respect to every member of the coalition and 
makes everyone feel heard. But, he has a particular passion when it comes to lifting up the stories of those who are 
often overlooked. I know from many conversations with Jose, that he is passionate in these issues in his hometown 
in San Francisco and uplifting the voice of those who are often not heard from. I could not think of a better choice 
for this position. You would be incredibly lucky to work with such a smart, caring, and imminently capable man. I 
have to say in regards to the search process, you could search for years and you would not find a better person and 
I speak very highly of Jose Bernal. Thank you.  

 
Melissa Hernandez: Attorney and member of the SF Jail Coalition. She supports the appointment of Jose Bernal to 
the Sentencing Commission. He has a vast experience working with the incarcerated and formerly incarcerated and 
he is also uniquely positioned as a native San Franciscan and formerly incarcerated person himself to represent the 
voices of incarcerated individuals and the San Francisco community in the Sentencing Commission. I also urge 
this council of the appointment of Jose Bernal, given the urgency that has already been mentioned to ensure the 
closure of County Jail 4.  
 
Mohammed Shehk: National Campaigns Director of Critical Resistance which is a national organization that 
works to challenge the harms and violence of imprisonment and policing. We are also a founding member of SF 
Jail Coalition, I have been deeply invested in addressing the ways the criminal legal system in SF that target the 
vulnerable populations while working to advocate for viable alternatives for strong and healthy communities. I am 
calling this morning to express our support for Jose Bernal’s appointment to the sentencing commission. I have 
worked with Jose for years from issues related to the jail system in SF and Alameda counties through our 
collaborative work against the highly militarized and discriminatory urban shield program. He has demonstrated 
himself as one of the most capable leaders against the harm and injustices of the criminal legal system. As 
someone who has been imprisoned at 850 Bryant. I appreciate Mr. Adami’s point about process, I want to point 
out that Jose did recuse himself from this discussion I also echo Ms. Branner’s point about wanting to expand the 
pool and the need for greater solicitation and representation from the community. Jose has been an outspoken 
leader for many communities that are impacted in various ways by the criminal legal system and I would say that 
given the timeline we will have no better option this does not mean or its not to say that we should not be 
extremely mindful in how we solicit representation from the community most impacted formerly imprisoned 
people in open seats in the coming months or years but right now I think it’s important to appoint Jose right now 
because we really deserve his leadership and representation on this commission. Thank you!  

  
Pete Woiwode: Contributor for the no new SF Jail Coalition. I am joining the forces in support of Jose Bernal’s 
appointment to the Sentencing Commission. I have known Jose for years and could speak as Megan did or 
Mohammed did to his facility and lifting up and centering the voices of the most impacted and navigating those 
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voices through complex institutions such as Sentencing Commission that the Alameda County Supervisors, the 
Sheriff’s Office and other places that those voices have consistently drowned out. Jose has a gift for bringing those 
voices to light and making them really land in policy making circles. Also, joining the voices of pushing to expand 
to exclusively black and other folks impacted by the system adding seats, I would certainly support that as well. I 
imagined Jose would support that as well. I eagerly encouraged you to support Jose to be appointed in the 
Sentencing Commission.  
 
Vigil Matthew: I support Jose Bernal’s appointment to the Sentencing Committee. I would like to say I want this 
as soon as possible. As others have said, he is qualified, insightful, and could definitely lift the voice of San 
Francisco’s most impacted communities. Adding more seats for formerly incarcerated individuals is a great idea 
but the timeline that we have to closed County Jail 4 are coming up. I would like to see Jose Bernal appointed to 
the Sentencing Commission as soon as possible. He would be a great person to make sure the County Jail 4 closed 
on time and will continue to fight against the harm and injustices of the prison system. Thank you.  
 
Jesse Stout: I’m calling in to ask the council to appoint Jose Bernal to the Sentencing Commission today. Jose 
distinguished himself as a pillar of the San Francisco community. He has served on the Reentry Council for four 
years including chairing the legislative policy subcommittee. He is one of the lead organizers on the campaign to 
end gang injunction here in the city. In his prior work as shelter program manager at Hospitality House, he assisted 
hundreds of men experiencing homelessness. In his current role at Ella Baker center, he works with formerly 
incarcerated people, he helped build the Decarcerated Alameda Coalition, he’s bilingual. I want to say currently 
the Sentencing commission has no direct representation from the people who have been incarcerated. This problem 
must have been a great concern to the Reentry Council. This council has tasked with appointing a sentencing 
commission member have the opportunity and responsibility to ensure formerly incarcerated people direct 
representation. Jose is an excellent candidate and formerly incarcerated. This is critical and urgent, the Board of 
Supervisors has tasked the Sentencing Commission and the Safety Justice Challenge with planning of closure of 
County Jail 4 by November 1. If you wait until October to appoint someone, it would be too late for the Reentry 
Council to fulfill this responsibility of appointing a member to the Sentencing Commission. Please appoint Jose 
Bernal for the sake of urgency and the Sentencing Commission should have representation of people impacted by 
incarceration. Thank you. 
 
Bobby Jones-Hanley: Founder of Pure One, I also work with no new SF Jail Coalition. I wanted to also verbally 
expressed my support of Jose Bernal. I realized the comments that were made by Mr. Adami and several others as 
far as fairness and equity to be able to have somebody for this particular position and give the opportunity to other 
people. However, as other people have mentioned time is a tremendous factor right now especially with the closure 
of County Jail #4. Personally, I’ve met and worked with Jose Bernal at several reentry functions and his dedication 
and passion for being a voice and a leader for impacted individuals is above reproach. It is clear evidence that he 
has the skills and qualifications and the desire to help people especially formerly incarcerated individuals. I 
definitely would like to give my personal recommendation and support in electing Jose Bernal to the sentencing 
commission today and also wanted to give my support for expanding or requesting for other people to be able to be 
on the council as well. I definitely understand and feel Sheenia’s request and desire to have equal representation by 
various people in the community and that is something I definitely believe to be addressed at a later point but today 
in the sake of urgency, I feel that Reentry Council should appoint Jose Bernal to the Sentencing Commission. 
Thank you.  
 
Rivka Polatnick: I have had the great fortune to work with Jose Bernal through Decarcerated Alameda Coalition. 
He is exemplary and has all the qualities that you could want for this position. I can’t think of anyone who would 
be a better fit for this position. I agree with the urgency and I feel very deeply of everything that’s been said. I have 
worked on racism and criminal reform with number of organizations and Jose is just outstanding. Thank you.    
 
Michael Lyon: Just another voice in support of Jose Bernal appointment to the Sentencing Commission. I ‘ve 
worked with him, he’s extremely passionate about these issues and also extremely smart.  He would be a great 
representative to the Sentencing Commission. Thank you.  
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Rebecca Ruiz: I work with Anti-Police project as well as a member of the Decarcerated Alameda County. I saw 
firsthand how crucial it is to have community members like Jose that lead with compassion and care to think 
creatively beyond addressing cycle of crime and violence but also understanding that those cycles are also cycles 
of trauma. I support Jose’s appointment to the Sentencing Commission because he’s been very thoughtful and 
involved in uplifting the voices of incarcerated people in the Bay Area and I hope you can join me. 

  
 David Mauroff (chat): On behalf of SF Pretrial, we support Jose Bernal appointment. 
  

Norma Ruiz (chat): I am unable to stay on this call, but as Jose Bernal's coworker for over two years now I 
strongly support his appointment. Not only does he have a wide set of experience and knowledge, he is committed 
to the work, humble, and ensures that he uses his role and power to build the leadership of others.  

 
Chief Fletcher have the outmost respect to Jose Bernal and what he brings to the table. She thinks he does a great 
job in everything that he is involved in. But, this council is about equity, fairness, and transparency. We are 
obligated to have the process that honors that and this process does not feel like it honors it. Maybe Mr. Bernal will 
in fact be our designee, but she thinks we need to make it right. The council needs to reopen the position, Mr. 
Adami had said he has received some interest in the Sentencing Commission seat. With all due respect, she 
believes that we need to hold off on this as a permanent decision and open it up for a fair process. She suggested 
that in the essence of the urgency that everyone is expressing, the council appoint Jose Bernal on an interim basis 
until we can open this up at our next meeting and have a formal and fair process so that we have Jose’s voice at the 
Sentencing Commission at this difficult time and position of the jail that we also open it up and give everyone the 
opportunity to as it really is the process for this group.  
 
Geoffrea asked if the Chief made a motion. Chief Fletcher said yes, she motioned for the council to appoint Jose 
Bernal as the interim representative to the Sentencing Commission and open the position to give everyone the 
opportunity to apply for a formal and fair process.  

 
  Victoria seconded the motion. No public comment. Motion passed unanimously.  

 
7.  Discussion on Supporting the Black Community Through Utilizing a Portion of Police Funds. (discussion only 

& possible action). 
 

On June 4, 2020, Mayor Breed and Supervisor Shamann Walton announced a plan to prioritize the redirection of 
resources from the San Francisco Police Department to support the African American community in the upcoming 
budget cycle. Mayor Breed stated she and Supervisor Walton would be leading a collaborative process with the 
community in partnership with Human Rights Commission to help identify and prioritize funding needs. 

During the pandemic, this body was unable to meet or be a participant in any of these community discussions. 
With the Mayor scheduled to submit her two-year budget proposal on August 1st, 2020, the question pose to this 
body today is whether or not we would like to send a letter on behalf of the Reentry Council supporting formerly 
incarcerated African Americans in their reentry through the redirection of these funds. I will now open the floor for 
this Council to discuss whether or not a letter from this Council should be sent to Mayor Breed supporting the 
redirection of these funds to the African American reentry population. 

Chief Scott said the San Francisco Police Department support Mayor Breed and Supervisor Shamman Walton 
statement of reallocating funds from their budget to specifically address concerns in the African American 
communities. His only concern is there are many definition of the term “Defund the Police”. He asked the council 
to choose the words wisely when drafting the letter in support of reallocating funds. He opposed any language that 
say to “Defund the police”, reallocation of the funds would be more appropriate language to use in the support 
letter.  

Supervisor Fewer supports the Reentry Council to submit a letter of support and in support of these funds being 
allocated to formerly incarcerated African American population. That particular interest could get lost in the 
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shuffle of how they are looking at reallocating funds and where it should go to. She felt like the formerly 
incarceration population have not been properly funded in the past.   

Sheenia Branner in favor of the support letter from the Reentry Council. She said as a native San Franciscan, 
Bayview Hunters point resident and formerly incarcerated representing 18-25 TAY population. She thinks the 
reallocation of funds to the African American community would be greatly appreciated. Being that she is one of 
the longtime residents of Bayview, they have not been supported in a lot of areas such as jobs trainings, and other 
resources that other communities in San Francisco are being adequately funded with. If we reallocate the funds to 
these communities, we will have a better chance of seeing less violence and less 18-25 years old coming in and out 
of the criminal justice system.  We desperately need more job trainings, and any type of programs in the summer. 

 District Attorney Boudin said that the District Attorney’s office depend heavily on Chief Scott and his staff to 
do our job. He had meetings many times a week with victims and their families asking cases that are not solved 
to be solved. We have committed many errors in San Francisco to ask the police department to do too much. In 
doing so, we undermined their ability to perform their core functions. When he thinks about the term defund, 
means that we as elected officials should be doing every year, every budget cycle, with every single agency in 
the city, not just the police. It’s critically examining our use tax dollars. He believes the primary question 
should be “is the current allocation of resources to the police department the most effective way to promote 
public safety and effective emergency response to wide array of problems we have in San Francisco.” He 
believes that any agency in the city, there are opportunities for increased efficiency. If we look at some of the 
data around what police spend their time doing, have many conversations with officers and captains in the 
department who said their ability to investigate and respond quickly to crime in progress is undermine 
tremendous number of emergency calls that they are expected to respond to. That is something we collectively 
need to address as a city. We need to find ways, reach out to other emergency response team or create them. 
Also, to ensure we have mechanisms for resolving problems that don’t always rely on the police or people with 
guns and the ability to arrest. We know that Supervisor Shamann Walton is taking action around trying to 
discouraged improper use of 911 emergency calls and this continue to be an issue in San Francisco that has 
implications that undermine the ability to do its core job, and sometimes it also results police officers getting 
injured which perhaps they did not need to interact in the first place. He said this because he knows that Chief 
Scott and his team are working very hard to solve the number of open homicides, unsolved cases, and open 
robberies and other serious crimes. Last year, 95% of the calls the police responded to were not a violent crime 
in progress. The tremendous resources that we allocate to the police department be focus on deterring, 
preventing, and investigating crimes. The most serious of crimes, the most serious allocation of resources 
should be. We also need to find more effective and cost-efficient ways responding to the vast array of other 
calls that currently being sent a lot of police officers to respond to. For all that reasons, he supports the critical 
analysis of budget that is allocated to the police department and to every other department in the city.  

 
 Mano Raju he wants to thank Sheenia for making great points regarding reallocating funds. He added where the 
concern should be any of us who have been involved in critical youth development and empowerment 
initiative.  
 
 Supervisor Fewer encourage the reentry council to call upon the office of the racial equity to look at the 
disparities, the data. Where are the gaps that are particularly happening to the Black communities that is 
affecting them most adversely and more widely than any other racial group. She also supports submitting the 
letter of support to reallocate police funds.  

 
 Jose Bernal added to those that take offense when we say defund the police, in San Francisco in particular we 
have not taken offense when we say defund public health and whether we say explicitly or not, the actions 
speak louder than words. We have seen defunding of public schools, public health, in work support services, 
things that makes us safe, affordable housing and reentry services. Things that makes the community safe, the 
same people that are offended by defunding SFPD has seemingly been quite on us saying that. Also, he’s been 
in this for a long time and as of now he pointed out that we are in a pandemic and this current situation we are 
in only exasperate what we know about capitalism, the harm that are done on our Black and Brown 
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communities. He supports the council to send a letter and use a strong language to say reallocate at bare 
minimum 50% of the current funds of the police department. 
Chief Scott added that we are in the mess of a massive reform. Reform takes investment. He supports the letter 
but has to be thoughtful and does not send the wrong message.  
 
Jose Bernal proposed the council to send a letter and we charge the legislation and policy subcommittee with 
drafting the letter.  

 
 Sandra Fewer said that she is not comfortable putting in a certain amount of money to be allocated from the 
police department but in favor of each city department to cut by 12%  

 
 Motion by Sandra Fewer to send a letter to Mayor Breed, not putting a monetary amount, but requesting that 
reentry population more funding and in support of African American communities. She also suggests in the 
letter say as the mayor is deliberating and reallocating funds from the police department to other agencies that 
support the lives of African American people in San Francisco. We formally request that the mayor also 
consider funding the reentry services for African Americans in San Francisco.    
 
 No public comment.  
 

 The motion was seconded by Sheenia Branner.   
  
 Nay for Jose Bernal. Motion passed by majority. 
 

8.  State Legislation (AB 88 and SB 118) and State Proposition (Prop 17, 20, 25) (Discussion only & possible 
action). 
 
Jose Bernal asked council to refer to their packets.  
 
Karen Roye motioned to move on to agenda item number 10. Victoria Westbrook seconded the motion.  
 
No public comment.  
 
Motion passed.  

 
9. Council Members’ Comments, Questions, and Requests for Future Agenda Items (discussion only). 

 
Supervisor fewer informed the council that she’s not running for reelection. She gave updates on the gang 
injunction issue. As of December 2019, the City Attorney has agreed to Sunset gang injunction in the City and 
County of San Francisco. She thanked the work of the Reentry Council for pushing this in this direction and 
encouraging her to negotiate with the City Attorney. Also, the legislation to closed County Jail 4 has been passed 
and to eliminate the cost of phone calls and the mark-up of commissary goods in the jail has been passed 
unanimously. SB 555 hopes to do the same thing to not mark-up commissary crisis in the jail and asked the council 
to support this bill. She thanked everyone for allowing her to be in the council and learned a lot from all members.  
 
 Karen Roye asked if the direct services subcommittee could bring a report forward, to gather research and 
understanding regarding the impact of COVID-19 on people of color.  

 
Katherine Johnson gave an update on CJ #4. She thanked Sandra Fewer for collaboration in the legislation. The 
Sheriff’s Department has developed a drawdown of operations as outlined in the legislation involves rehousing the 
men to different jail locations. Phase 1 of drawdown operations which will take effect in late August, 20 
individuals will remain at County Jail 4 in two different teams for meal prep. The location of that housing unit is 
on the south/west side of the jail. In addition, the jail would still be utilized as a court holding and it will be in front 
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of the office of the jail and what was previously the women’s side of the jail which goes back many years for court 
holding cells. Those are the only two functions that will come in effect late August. The entire felony wing of 
county jail 4 will be shutdown and once that happens, the transfer from San Bruno will be coming to the Hall of 
Justice 7th floor for court. In November, the jail will shut down in its totality, the raided capacity of the county jail 
system would be 1,060 beds. County Jail 5 has 768 raided beds, and county jail 2 has 392 raided beds. The word 
“raided” is used because it has a menaing under the Board of Corrections. The unraided beds will be available for 
medical purposes which is a part of C pod housing which is the Sheriff’s Department medical unit.   

 
District Attorney Boudin he would like to propose at the next meeting to add the closure of county jail 4 to have 
more detailed info on the agenda.  

  
  Public Defender Raju thanked Supervisor Fewer.  
 

10. Public Comment on Any Item Listed Above, as well as Items not Listed on the Agenda. 
 
No public comment.  

 
11. Adjournment. 

 
Sheenia Branner motioned to adjourn. Sseconded by Aspen Marshall. Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 12:18 
pm 
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SUBMITTING WRITTEN PUBLIC COMMENT TO THE REENTRY COUNCIL 
Persons who are unable to attend the public meeting may submit to the Reentry Council, by the time the proceedings begin, written 
comments regarding the subject of the meeting. These comments will be made a part of the official public record, and brought to the 
attention of the Reentry Council. Written comments should be submitted to: Geoffrea Morris, Reentry Policy Planner, Adult 
Probation Department, 880 Bryant Street, Room 200, San Francisco, CA 94103, or via email: reentry.council@sfgov.org. 

 
MEETING MATERIALS 
Copies of agendas, minutes, and explanatory documents are available through the Reentry Council’s website at http://sfreentry.com or 
by calling Geoffrea Morris at (415) 241-4241 during normal business hours. The material can be FAXed or mailed to you upon 
request. 

 
ACCOMMODATIONS 
To obtain a disability-related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, to participate in the meeting, please 
contact Geoffrea Morris at reentry.council@sfgov.org or (415) 241-4241 at least two business days before the meeting. 

 
TRANSLATION 
Interpreters for languages other than English are available on request. Sign language interpreters are also available on request. For 
either accommodation, please contact Geoffrea Morris at reentry.council@sfgov.org or (415) 241-4241 at least two business days 
before the meeting. 

 
CHEMICAL SENSITIVITIES 
To assist the City in its efforts to accommodate persons with severe allergies, environmental illness, multiple chemical sensitivity or 
related disabilities, attendees at public meetings are reminded that other attendees may be sensitive to various chemical based 
products. Please help the City accommodate these individuals. 

 
KNOW YOUR RIGHTS UNDER THE SUNSHINE ORDINANCE (Chapter 67 of the San Francisco Administrative Code) 
Government's duty is to serve the public, reaching its decisions in full view of the public. Commissions, boards, councils and other 
agencies of the City and County exist to conduct the people's business. This ordinance assures that deliberations are conducted before 
the people and that City operations are open to the people's review. Copies of the Sunshine Ordinance can be obtained from the Clerk 
of the Sunshine Task Force, the San Francisco Public Library, and on the City's web site at: www.sfgov.org/sunshine. 

 
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON YOUR RIGHTS UNDER THE SUNSHINE ORDINANCE OR TO REPORT A VIOLATION OF 
THE ORDINANCE, CONTACT THE SUNSHINE ORDINANCE TASK FORCE: 
Administrator 
Sunshine Ordinance Task Force 
City Hall, Room 244 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4683. 
Telephone: (415) 554-7724 
Fax: (415) 554-5163 
E-Mail: soft@sfgov.org 

 
CELL PHONES 
The ringing of and use of cell phones, pagers and similar sound-producing electronic devices are prohibited at this meeting. Please be 
advised that the Co-Chairs may order the removal from the meeting room of any person(s) responsible for the ringing or use of a cell 
phone, pager, or other similar sound-producing electronic devices. 

 
LOBBYIST ORDINANCE 

 

Individuals and entities that influence or attempt to influence local legislative or administrative action may be required by San 
Francisco Lobbyist Ordinance (SF Campaign and Governmental Conduct Code sections 2.100-2.160) to register and report lobbying 
activity. For more information about the Lobbyist Ordinance, please contact the Ethics Commission at 30 Van Ness Avenue, Suite 
3900, San Francisco CA 94102, telephone (415) 581-2300, FAX (415) 581-2317, and web site http://www.sfgov.org/ethics/ 
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